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I'naea nepeasn

Pu3 Haiinep oTkpsin riasa. OH, KaK 06pIYHO, BHE3aNTHO H
TOJIHOCTBIO OYHYJICS ToOcJie Ho4YHoro cHa. Ho Ha 3ToT pa3
npobyxneHnne ObUIO KaKMM-TO OCOHEHHBIM, U OH JieXas, He
OBUrasch, TOJLKO lIEBEMJI BEKAMH, IIBITAsCh YCJBILIATH,
TOYYBCTBOBaThb, MOHATh, YEM X€ TAaKUM OTJIMYAECTCS MMEHHO
3TO YTpO.

CKBO3b IOIJIOLIAIOUIKIT 1IYM CETOYHBIN 3BYKOBOH 3KpaH
Yyepe3 OKHO B KOMHAaTy TpPOHHKaj cj1abnlil BETEpPOK, 4YyTh
KOJIbILIA IITOPEI. Ara, BOT OHO 4To! 3ByKH, TOYHEe, OTCYTCT-
BUE OHBIX, CTOJIb OOBIYHBIX IJI1 3TOINO0 MECTa U YTPEHHEro
BpeMeHU. Kyza-To mpomnan npHBBYHBINA 3ByKOBOH (GoH, c
KOTOPBLIM OH MpOGYXAajics BCe 3TH MeCSALbl CBOETO NpebbIBa-
HUSL B MOCETKE.

Pu3 GnicTpo MpocyHyn pyKy NoAa MATKMH MaTpac K caMoif
CeTKe KpPOBaTH, MOTSHYBUIXCH K BelllMlle, KOTOPYIO OH TI0JI0-
XKW1 Tyla HAaKaHYHE Be4epOM IOocJIe Noc/ieNHEero o0LABIeHUS
o TpeBore no paauo. Ero nasiblbl OOXBaTWIM IVIaOKMI, KaK
aTyiac, KOXaHbIi nosic ¢ 6acTepoM B KoGype. 3aTeM, NpUXH-
Masg ero K IPYAH, OH OCTOPOXHO CIPBITHYJI C KpOBaTH,
MOJAKpaJIcA K OKHY M BBIIIHYJ 32 CETKY, NMPHUNIyLIAIOLIYIO
3BYKHM JXYHIJIEI.

3eJieHOBaThbIE JIYYH COJIHLIA OCBEIIAIH MYCTYIO YJIHMLY IO-
cénka. XyOpa, MecTHas pa3sHOBHIHOCTb KypHUbI, NbITasgCh
CKJIEBaTh XYKa, pe3KO NPBITHYJIa 32 YCKOJIb3alollei XepTBOi,
HO XYyK YCNel pacnpaBUTb KpbUlbs M yneTeTb. M xpome
HEOOJIBIINX CO3NaHHIl, XUBYUINX B YKpalI€eHHBbIX y30paMH
LIBETOYHBIX KITyMbax M KpyTJioM OacceiiHe, HUKOIO ApYyroro
MeXAy 30aHUSIMH He ObUIO BUOHO.

Pu3 ToporiMBO HaTAHYn Ha ceGs pyballky M Oploku ¢
carnoramMu i XoabObl B IXYyHIISX. Ero konotuno, HecMoTps
Ha TEIUIBI neHb. Kakag-To HENpHUATHOCTL — M cepbE3Has!
OH yys1 ObIXaHHE OTIACHOCTH, COBCEM KaK €CJIU OBI 3TO OBbLT
OYLWIMCTHIN 3anaX GpHoNeTOBLIX JTHCThEB KaMbIlIa-Tydbl, Kpy-
XallMX Haj BOINAHBIM cagoM. [smiomika Mwio owubes, u
BOT TETIEPb HM IIPUXOAUTCS TTOXHHATD TUIOABI 3TOTO OLING0Y-
HOTO pellleHHs, H BCE€ M3-3a YIIPAMCTBA IVIaBbl HX TOCENKA.
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H BoT, onoscaBLINCh HanocaeqoK baactepoM, Pus 6pocun
B3I/15 Ha MOXOAHYIO CYMKY, KOTOPYIO OH BIOMNBIXaxX yIako-
panl Houblo. CIMIIKOM II03IHO HanesATbcd, YTO YyAacTcd
BLICKOJIb3HYTh OTCIO[Aa, 3aXBAaTHB YTO-HUOYIbL NOJMyYlIe, YeM
aBapHitHbIH nakeT. M 3To onsgTh-Taky M3-3a J40I0KH Mo
M €ro HexeJaHUs B3IJITHYTb B JULO ¢aKraM, KAKHMH OHU
ObUTH Ha caMoM Jejle, TaK KaK OH HEYKOCHMMO CJieoBaj
TOJIbKO CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM IIPEACTAaBICHUAM 00 OKpyXalo-
LIEM HMX MHpe. .

Pu3 KocHy/ics pykoii 3aMKa IBepH, Belylleil B KOPHAOP.
OnHako, BLIHAA, OH 3aJepXalicsi TaM B HEPELUINTEJbHOCTH,
NPUXaBLIKCh CIIMHOM K CTeHe, NMPHUCTYIIMBasgCh U TIPUHIOXU -
Basick. X0T#, Bpojie Obl, LLIECTh NOCJIETHUX MeCsLIEB B KAUeCTBe
noMouHuKa Jlyrrana Bukxepu no/DKHBI 6bUIH NOATOTOBHTD
ero 6e3 BcAKOro crpaxa BcTpeyaTh NMOJOOHOIo poaa KpHUTH-
YecKHe CHTYalHH.

OH He MOr YJIOBHUTb HM €QHHOrO NPH3HaKa NMPHUCYTCTBUS
MIIKYpHAHLEB U He YYBCTBOBAJI YYXIbIX OJI1 KOJIOHUCTOB
3aMaxoB, KOTOPLIMHM HECJIO OT Ty3eMLEB M KOTOpPbIE OH JIETKO
onpenenun 6bl, Korga Bce HEpBBI B3BMHYEHBI N0 Ipeaeia.
Xors... Her, 3T0 6bl1a TONBKO CTpyWKa MaHSLIENO 3amaxa
3eMHoro kode. Pus OwnicTpo mpocienoBal B ero Harnpasie-
Hud. Hu oauH MiuKypwaHell He OyaeT nuTbhb Kode. IDTOT
HaNUTOK MOTPaHHYHBIX MUPOB SIBIAETCS AJI1 HUX YXKACHLIM
siioM, abopHMreHbl Jaxe ero 3amnax He MOIYT BBIHOCHUTB. A
OTCIOZA CJIEAOBAJIO, YTO B IOCENKE HAaBEPHSAKA HET HHKAKUX
Ty3eMLeB, MHaye nokKrop Haiinep He cran Obl 3aBapuUBaTh
Kode.

Pu3s crpenoit mpoHE€ccs 4Yepe3 TpH KOMHaTHl K JBEpU B
KoHLle Kopuaopa. B nociienHeit KoMHaTe cHIeBLINIi B Kpecie
MyXXYHHa OTOpPBaJl B3IVIAN OT 3alMCBIBAIOLIETO YCTPOICTBA;
6poBH ero Hag NTyGOKO NMOCaXeHHBIMH IVIa3aMM cjlerka Ha-
XMYPHWIKCb.

— Jo6poe yrpo, Pu3! — cioBa npo3sydajn OTYETIMBO H,
Kak Bcerga, HeonobpurenbHo. Muno Hajinep H ero rieMsH-
HMK, BMecTe C KOTOPBIM OH XW1 B OOHOH KOMHaTe, He UMEIH
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Mexny coboii ToYTH HHUYero obilero, HMKakKHux o6iuux UHTe-
PECOB WIH HIEH.

— Yro npoucxoaur? — Pus ocraHoBwics y crona. T€M-
HbIH 3KpaH KOMMYHMKATOpa, HaXOOMBLIErocs B YIITY, HHYETO
He nokassisas. OH He 6bU1 faXe BKIIOYEH. IOHO11a TOpOILTH-
BO HaXaJl HA KHOMKY, HO B OTBET pa3faics JIHUIb MOHOTOHHbIH
TPECK CTAaTHYECKHX pa3psanoB. JosokHO ObIThH, B ropax cerdyac
uuia Oyps, KoTopas M Meilana cBsAsd ¢ noproM B Haraccape.

— Maur1 BriosiHe MoXeM 06oiTHCh M 6e3 3TOoro, — pasapa-
XEHHO Opocun goktop Haiimep. — Buikmiouun ero. MHe
HaJ0eJI0 CNbILIATh 3Ty COBEPLUCHHYIO Yyllb O NpobieMax ¢
Ty3€eMHBIMH IUIeMeHaMHU. AGCONIOTHBIN UIMOTU3M 3THUX Npo-
THpaTesieii 3aAHHML B IOPTY HPHUBOAHT K IOJHOMY
pasoyapoBaHuio B Cinax. Ecau 6Bl 3TH YMHYLUM NOKUHYJIH
CBOH YIOTHbIE KBapTHPKH XOTb Ha HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl, YTOOLI
IEMCTBUTENILHO XOTh YTO-HHOYAb y3HaThb 00 3TOM IUIaHETE U
e€ oburarensnx, cpady NpeKpaTWioch Obl BCE 3TO HBITLE O
npobneMax, KOTOpble BO3HMKHYT, Koraa IlaTpyiap NMOKUHeET
Hac. TIpoGnemsl... mueBaTh A XoTen Ha Hux! 1 Ha Winkype
yXe OBaauaTb JIET M Bc€ 3TO BpeMs Y Hac C Ty3eMLaMH
CKJIaJlbIBaJIUCh MUPHbIE OTHOUIEHHS, K TOMY X€ OHM JOJDKHbI
ObITh G6/1aTofapHbl HaM 3a BcE TO, YTO MBI CHEJIAM JJIS HUX.

— A Xak Hacu€r Toro ciny4yast B Axnaube? — Pus enpa
COepXWBa CBOE HeTeprieHHe W Bo3Oyxmeuue. — Jla u npu-
cyrctBue IlaTpyna Bc€ 310 BpeMsl ABNAIOCH TapaHTHEW
TIoANePXaHHUA 30eCh MOpAIKa.

— A g 13 cOGCTBEHHOTO ONBITA CYHTAKD, YTO NPHYMHOIM
BOJIHEHHH CJTyXaT TOPTOBUB NOTPaHHYHLIX MUpoB. Mx an-
YHOCTb MOXET INPUBECTH K KaKHM YrogHO MEJNKHM
xoHbNUKTAaM JaXe Ha CIMOKOWHLIX MiaHerax. IIpocto He
CIIef0BaJIo pacrionaraTh AK1aHOy B Tako# 6;1m3ocTy ot [Ipes-
Hero Jleca. 310 — ewé OmHO OWIHOOYHOE pelleHHE
npasUTenscTBa, nybnauyHoe ockoponenMe Knana Bricoxuix
HepesbeB. HecoMHeHHO, Ta MCKaxXEHHasl BEPCHA, KOTOPYIO
rniepeaBanH BaacTH 06 3ToM KoHGITHKTE, CTUUIKOM NPUHYKpa-
1IeHa ¥ pa3nyra.  ux onaceHus, 9410 HIIKYPHAHLIbI ONHHMYT
BocCTaHMe, enBa yHaET [laTpyns, — mosHeifmasa Yyus!
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ITosToMy 1 u ckazan [IXeBHHY BuYepa, — HNpOJOJCKal
asagowka Muro, — Koraa OH yjeTaJl cO CBOeH ceMbEl B
Haraccapy — kak ¥ ®epMajiaM paHee, — 4YTOOBl HUKTO U3
HUX Gonbllle U He OyMajl pacCYHMTBHIBaTh, YTO MOJYYHT 37€Ch
paboTty, xorja Ao HHUX JOWAET, KAKMMH Xe¢ OHH GorBaHaMH
6bLLIH, YTO YAApPWINCh B NMAHUKY. Sl JeCTBHTESIBHO OCTaBMI
3aIMCch, YTO ocyXxaalo ux Oercrro. [IaTHaguaTh neT ynopHoro
Tpyda B DIXYHIVIIX M OKa3aHUS TNOMOIIM 3THM Ty3eMlaM
HeNb3d OTOPOCHTh TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OTpSil pPeHHIXEpPOB
MOKMIaeT IVIAHETY, — 3TO MM JaBHO nopa ObUIO yXe CAENaTh.
HaxkoHneu-to g0 CoBeTa HadMHaeT AOXOAUTb, YTO IPHUIUIO
BpeMst OTOPOCHTD 3Ty aBTOKPaTHIO B 00/1acTH ynpasieHus. S
He COMHEBAIOCh B HaIEXXHOCTM MHMDHBIX FapaHTUH, KOTOpbIE
nan HaM Kian Bricoxmx [lepeBneB. M otocnars [larpynp —
NEepBLIA Al B Aejie MCIpPaBIcHUA OWIMOOK KOJIOHHAIM3Ma.

— Ho Mecs11 Ha3an B IXYHIIAX cayawics nman, 1 Ubak,
Hurap u MinBaH HanpaBIsUIH ero, a Beib OHM Bce U3 KnaHa
Bricoxux lepesreB, — PH3 H30 Bcex CWI NBITAJICS COXPAaHHUTh
caMoobiananue. [iamiomika Muno, xorma peuyb 3aTpardsajia
TONMUTHKY aAMHHMCTPAalHUM, BCEH IYHIOH OTCTaHBajJl CBOIO
TOYKY 3pEeHHA Ha ced CHér.

Bnansle méxu noxropa Haiinepa 3aJHIHCh KpacKoii.

— A He moTepIUTIO, 9TOOLI NMOAOGHLIE ITTYTIOCTH NOBTOPSI-
Jiuck B MO€M noMe! 30cTHasA nponaraHia BOEHHBIX BIIOJIHE
MOXeT OAYypauyuTh JII0O60ro, KTo Haciyinaercss e€. S 3Hawo
Hrapa, o obyyasica B Hawux wkonax B Haraccape. Ilpu-
6erHyTs K nofo6HOMY AUKOMY CyeBEPHIO aGCONIOTHO 4YyXOO
KaK ero obpasoBaHHIO, TaK U ero npupone. Ecnu ThI Ao cHX
nop eumi€ He BHIOPOCHII M3 IOJIOBBI BCIO Ty AYPaUKYIO Yyllb,
YTOo BOMBAIM BaM B aKaJeMHM, TOLIA, MOXanylcra, He Npo-
HM3HOCH BCHYX 3Ty €pYHAY 3aech!

— 3HaYMT, Thl OCTa€lILCH, HECMOTPSA Ha Mpenynpexie-
HHe, NoJyYeHHOe 3TOH HOYbIO?

— Ocraloch 14 19?7 — ¢ yAUBIEHHEM NOBTOPWI AOKTOP
Hoilinep. — Hy, xoHe4HoO, 5 ocTaiock.

— A BepTon€T yxe Bo3BpaTHICH?
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— He 3Hna10, MHe Kak-TO BCE paBHO.

Pu3 npuwnaran oTyagHHble YCWIHS, YTOObI HE cOpBaTLCA.

— A Kaxk Hacyétr ceMbu bennuieB? M sToro toprosua-
canapuka, Cakdopa? — He oTcTaBan OH OT AANIOLIKH.

— A pan coobuuTh Tebe, uro I'maeoH benbl He nognanics
3TOMY IICHXO3Y, KOTOpBI BCeX OXBaTWI B TOCJICAHME [BeE
Helenu. A OeicTBHUA cajlapMKOB HALIEro NOCEJCHHUA HE 3a-
TparuBaloT.

— Ho Hukoro u3 Ty3eMileB 3aech ceiiyac Het?

— KoHeyHo. A 9 U He OXHAAlo, YTO KTO-HUOyAb M3 HUX
NOSIBUTCS TYT MO KpaiHeil Mepe B OGmixaifiiide TpH OHA. Y
JIuctreB Havanca Ilepseiit [locT. A 3TO TONBKO NMOAYEPKUBa-
€T TONHbIH MEZHOTH3M 3THX YMHOBHHKOB B Haraccape.
IIneMeHa B TeyeHHe OMKaMIIMX OeCATH OHEH OyayT 3aHATHI
HCTIOJIHEHHEM CBOHX puTyaloB. Ceifyac MIOKYpHaHLbl IpO-
CTO HE€ MOTYT OCYIUECTBJISATb KaKHe-JIHOO BpaxaeOHble
IeHCTBHA, U, KaK Thl YOeOUIILCS, OHHM, pasyMeeTcs, 3TOro He
caenaior. Bc€ ato, Pus, pe3ynbTaT NpOKIATOrO BME1LATEIbCT-
Ba Cnyx6p1 PasBeanxu M mpoumx Cmyx6. Bech atoT 1Iym
HacY€T XyAbIX HaMEePEeHHUH U MpeXocTeperaloliie JOKJIaabl...
MX NpOBajl NPOCTO-HAaNpOCTO MOCTaBHUT IOJ COMHEHHE BCIO
3Ty NycTyio 60n1TOBHIO. U 4yepe3 HECKOJIbKO JIET, MOH MaJib-
YUK, Thl eWl€ nodarogapulllb MeHs, YTO 51 HacTaBWI Tebs Ha
NMyTh HCTUHHBIN, NMpexX[e YeM Thl MO-HacTOsLIeMy BJIWICH B
Ux ciayx0y, crnipaBeJIMBO HEMOOUMYI0O U COMHHUTELHYIO.

Pu3 crucHyn 3yo6nl. 3a 3THM roga OH Hayywicsd MHOIoe
NpoINaThiBaTh NPoO ceOs1 U He BBIKA3bIBaThb CBOETO HecoIjia-
CHs, HO B JAaHHbI MOMEHT IOHOMIA MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €My
HEOOXOOHMO CPOYHO IMOKUHYTh ASAMIOWIKY MWIo, MHaye OH
€My HaroBOPHT TaKO€, Yero TOT BOBEK HE NPOCTHT U He
3abyner. Cejfyac B HEM He OCTATIOCh HHYETO OT NpeXHero
ZIOKTOpa m:::iepa, U O6bU10 OBI JIy4yllle NMOXWUTb MM ceHyac
NOpO3Hb, YeM BMecTe, oaHako Pu3 BcE€-Taku Tak U He
pellIcs YAeTeTh NMPOUUIOH HOYBIO BMecTe ¢ JIXXeBHHaMH.
OH nomkeH ObUT OCTaThCHA, BOOPYXKEHHLIN 6J1aCTEPOM, YTOOHI
3allMLIATh 6€30PYKHOTIO ASNIOLIKY OT BO3MOXHOIO Hamaje-
HHsS Karu.



OH He pa3fensin yBepeHHocTH Aokropa Halinepa B pmo-
6pbIX HaMepeHHMsSIX Ty3eMLleB U B TNPOAOJXEHHE
JPYXECTBEHHBIX OTHCLUEHHH ¢ HUMH IOCJE TOro, Kak MH-
poTBopyeckue ciibl [laTpyns 6yayT oTo3BaHbI ¢ IwlaHeThl. Y
KaKMM-TO 06pa3oM OH JODKEH B CKOPOM BpeMEHH 3aCTaBUThb
JSOIOMIKY TIOHATb NpaBly M BcE oObscHUTb. Ho oH He
CMOXET HOOGHUTBCA 3TOrO, €CJIH TIOCCOPHUTCS C HUM.

— Kyna Te1 Teneppr Hamparnsielibcsi? — TpeGoOBaTEbHO
cnipocui gokrop Haitnep. — Thl €€ naxe He mo3aBTpakall.

— 51 Xe Bcé-Taxu noka pa6oraio, ecii BUKKepH MeHs ellé
He BhIrHaJ, — Opocwn Pu3s yepe3 ruicyo. — Kaxertcs, s ¥ TaK
yXe onosgal. .

Monoaoii 4eroBeK INMOTOPOMWICS BbIHTHM BO OBop. U B
caMoM fene, uepeMouuu IlepBoro Ilocta MOIIH OTTAHYTH
Ty3eMLEB B CBOM JepeBHH. Ho YyBCTBO OMacHOCTH, KOTOpoOe
MOSBWIOChH B HEM C MOMEHTa NpoOyXIOeHHs, Tenepb YyTh
YMeHbLIHBIIEeCS, BCE PaBHO 3aCTaB/IsUIO €r0 BHUMAaTEJIbHO
BIJIIABIBATHCS B KYCTBhI, MOJIyMpaK ABEpeil U OKOH.

— Pus!

IlomycorHyBUINCh, IOHOLLIA PE3KO IMOBEPHYJICS, BbIXBAaTUB
6nactep. 3aTeM C TOif Xe CKOPOCTBIO 3aCyHYJl OpyXiue oopaT-
HO B Kob6ypy.

— OW, Pu3, Hy H cKOp Xe Tbl Ha pyKy! — INoA HM3KO
CBHCAIOLIMMH BeTKaMH KycTa Oymny Bo3HHK lopau Benni,
BCE JIMLIO ero ObUIO XEJITBIM OT COKa Arogok oymmy. — Toi
MAEUIb B Jarepb 3Bepeii? Bo3bMu MeHA ¢ coboii, HY, moxa-
Jyiicta, Pu3! 31ech He ¢ KeM UIpaTh, H MHe TaK CKY4HO...

Pu3 HecKonpKO CeKyHA . pasayMbiBasl. ['opau BpeMeHaMH
6p1Ba npocto HecHocHbIM. Ho ceityac ero ManeHbKasi du-
Typxa NeiCTBHTE/IbBHO MMeJa HeCYacTHbIH BuO. M, KOHEYHO,
He OOJIBHO-TO pasyMHO, YTOObl MaJleHbKHIf MaJIbYMK CETOAHS
CJIOHsUICH 6e3 nena, MpedoCTaBJIeHHBbII caMoMy cebe.

— Topau, a rae TBoss MaMa?

— VY Heé mpucTtyn nuxopaaxku. [lama cpenan et ykon M
CKa3aJj, YTobr! OHa ocTaBajlach B noctequ. A Mwbu n Uuxu
Tak U He NOABWINCH cerogHs yrpom. [lanma man MHe Ha
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3aBTPaK HEMHOTO KOHCEpBHPOBaHHBIX Maif-pu. [loxanyiicra,
Pu3, pa3Be He Mory g noiTH ¢ To6oii? f xo4y yBHUAeTh BCex
3THX 3BeEpyilieK €lUé pa3, NpexXJe YeM HX YBe3yT OTCIOAa Ha
Kopabne xanutaHa Buxkkepu.

Pu3 cnerka pasaBHHY/A HOTH, TIpHXaB PykKH K 6okaM.

— A eciM 1 Bo3bMy Tebs, Tl 3Haelllb, KaK HYXHO cebs
BecTH?

— Hu KX yeMy He NMpHTparMBaThCHA, HU Yero He KacarTbcs!
Knsinycs, Pu3! — I'opau copBasn y2KHii TUCTOK C KYCTapHHKa,
Pa3opBal €ro nocepeauHe, CBEPHYN y3710M M OpocHn B Oac-
ceifH. — Knanycy Kposbio depesa.

Ha, pebsata ¢xe BHAEIN 3TOT PHUTyal M TNOHSUIM BCE HaA
yAMBJICHUE NpaBWIbHO, MHMoxonoM noayMan Pus. Iopau
TIPOM3HEC KISTBY C TOM X€ HHTOHALIUEH M TEMH Xe XECTaMH,
Kak 3710 aenaioT Crpaxu. KoHneuHo, pebGara nepeHsun obpsn,
npekpacHo Bcé 3arnioMHuB. Hy M nagHo, oH M caM Bc€ ewé
MOXET CTAHIIEBaTh TaHell PHIO CajlapMKOB, a Belb eMy ORUIO
Ha rog MeHbuie, yeM lopau, Xorma OHM yjieTeJM C ToOii
IUIaHETbl. A OTOM OH MNpPOUIEN CNEeLUATBHYIO NOATNOTOBKY,
KaK TOJBKO HOCTHT AOCTATOYHOTO BO3pacTa U NpHOGPEN
CIOCOOHOCTh 3aMevaTh JI0Oble AeTalH, KOTOpble MOIVIH Obl
TIOMOYb €My BOCIIPUHHMATh XapaKTCpHble OCOGE HHOCTH HHO-
IUTaHeTHBIX KynsTyp. M nockosbky Pu3 6bu1 cbiHoM oduuepa
Ciyx6n! Pa3zBeak#, cUMTaNOCh, YTO OH NMOCJSAYET IO CTONAM
CBOEro OTlia.

Ecau 6b1 Tonsko Kommanaep Hoaiinep BepHyncs Ha3an ¢
Boncnepa! Ho oH He BepHy/cs, ¥ OA0IOLIKA, He NTOANABAsACH
HHU Ha Kakue yroBopsl, 3a6pan Pu3a M3 KaaeTcKOil LUKOJBL.
OnHako HecMOTPS Ha Bce CBOM yCHIMS Asinjolnke Muio Tak
M HEe YAaJoch BLITPaBHTb TocKy Mo Ciyxbe B IUIEMAHHHKE;
IOHOMIA MCHBITHIBaJl HEYNOBJIETBOPEHHOCTh U ONMHOYECTBO,
TiepeHOCs] TOCTOSSHHOE pa3fpaXcHHe — B ONpelesIEHHOM
CTENMEHU — Ha 3THX BEYHO 3aHATHIX JIOAci, BbIOpaBLIMX
COBEpLICHHO UHOM MyTh B XH3HH.

— Hy, xopoio, — ckazan Pu3 MaibyuKy, — NOLUIH.

Bear Pn3 no3Han onquHO4eCTBO Kyna CWIbHee, YeM Mallb-
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YUKy — IO KpaifHeil Mepe, OH Ha 3TO Halesuicd — IPHAETCA
TO3HaTh KOTJa-JHOo B OynylileM.

— Pa3Be THI He coGHpaceibcs MATH No GoJplioH Tpore,
Pu3?

— MHe HyXHO B3ITIAHYTh Ha BEPTOJIETHYIO CTOSHKY.

— Ho BepTonéra tam HeT. OH el€ He Bo3BpaTWicA. Pus,
a YTO O3Ha4aeT KpacHbIli curHan TpeBoru? OH nosiBUiICA,
KOTZa Iana BbIKITIOYaJ] KOMMYHHKaTOP.

— Kaxkue-1o npobiaeMnl — HaBepHoe, B Haraccape.

— H3-3a omnéra [larpyna? IloyeMy oHM MOXMAAIOT Hac,
Pus?

¥Yx oaHy-To Beuib PH3 ycBOWI OT CBOero orua: AETSIM
clieAyeT OaBaTh NMpsAMbIE U OTKPOBEHHBIE OTBETH. OH MOMNbI-
TaJICsT YIIPOCTHUTDH 3TOT BOIIPOC.

— Mmkyp — vacts IOxnoro cexropa Umnepuu. To ecThb
Nnoj YIpaBJI€HHEM ONHOTO IpPaBUTEJbCTBA HAXOAUTCS MHO-
XECTBO COBEPLICHHO pa3’HBIX MMpOB. /lBa roga Hasal COBET
NPUHSUT pelieHHe, YTO MOrPaHMYHbIM MHpaM, BpoJe Hallero,
HYXHO IpelOCTaBUTb caMoymipariieHHe. IloaToMy K onpene-
N€EHHOMY aHW0 Ilatpynp momkeH ObiTh oTO3BaH. M Bce
KOJIOHHCTBI, KOTOpBIE CYHTAIOT, YTO MM HYXHa 3alluTa,
TaKXe MOIYT OTIIPaBUThCA Ha3aj Ha Kopabmsax [larpyns.

— OnHaxo, Pu3s, seqr UMnepusa — 310 TOXE IUI0XO, pa3Be
He Tak? Tax rosopur mnama. HMHoIUIaHeTsiHe He IOJDKHBI
NpaBUTh MIIKYpPHUAHLAMH.

— Kakue-10 HegocTaTKM OHa, KOHe4yHO, umeeT. Hu onHa
H3 dopM ynparieHHsA, KOTOPLIMH I0OJIB30BAJIOCH O CHX IOP
YeJIoBe4ecTBO, He ObuIa JniieHa nX. Ho Ha HeKoTophix MUpax
Hallli METOIbl YIpPaBI€HHS OKa3aJHMCh IpeANoYTHTEIbHEE
TeX, KOTOPbIMH MOJIb30BAJIUCh Ty3eMIL[bl IO HALETO NMPHUXOAA.

— Ho He 3necy, Tak roBoput nana, — I'opau cxumain pyky
Pusa ¥ mourn Gexan BNpMNpPBDKKY, YTOOHI HE OTCTaTh OT
MOJIOIOTO YeNOoBeKa.

— Bo3MoxHo... — Pu3 HakoHell BbilleNl Ha IUIOLIAAKY.
lopnn okaszancsa mpas, BepTon€éra TaM He okasanock. Hu
HMoxeBuH, Hu Iepmans He ocTaBWwIHM GBI daep NMOA KOHTpO-
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JleM poboTa mnocjie Toro, Kak Iepebpaluch C CEMbSMH B
Haraccapy. [loaToMy OH noypkeH ObUI BEpHYTLCS Hasal IO
MeJIEHTYIOLIEMY JIydy Y€ HECKOJIbKO YacoB Ha3zal. Pu3s kpermn-
Ko cxXan pyKy lopam, Tak 4TO MaJbYMK JaxXe BCKPUKHYM OT
0O/ M TOMBITAJICA BBIPBATLCH.

IMpaBna, Bukxepu 3akasas BepTOJET, NPHUYEM OONIBLIMX
pPa3MepOB, YEM Y KOJIOHMCTOB, TIOTOMY 4TO €My HYXHO ObLIO
NMepeBO3UTb XHMBOTHLIX B KJIeTKaX. B HEM erko Moryr ymec-
THTbcA M Tpoe Benbues, u o6a Hoaiinepa. Eciau, KoHeyHo,
KaNnMTaHy YOacThCs U3MEHHTbh MHEHHE AAIoKH Mwno. [Ina
noxktopa Haiinepa PH3 Tak M ocTajici MaJleHbKHM MaJb4YHU-
KoM, Oe3HagéXHbIM B YMCTBEHHOM IUIaHE, HO OH HE MOXeT
He NMPH3HABaTh, YTO BHKKEpH OUYE€HDb XOPOLIO 3HAET MLIKYpH-
aHLEB, U YTO €ro COBeT YTO-HUOYAb Ja 3HAYMT

— B uyém neno Pus? IloyeMy MBI OO/DKHBI TaK TOpO-
nuThes?

Pu3 onsarts npubaBwi B CKOpPOCTH, TaK 4to l'opau mpu-
LUIOCh 6exaTb.

- 51 omasgpIBalo, M €CJIH NPOBOXHHMKHM M OXOTHHMKH yXe
YUUIH TO KATIMTaHY MOHaXOOGUTCA MOS MOMOIIb NNPH KOPMEX-
K€ XMWBOTHBIX.

CHavyasia nojisiHa OKOJIO PEKHM IoKa3ajlaCh He IpeTeprieB-
LIed HUKaKuX H3MeHeHHH. He xBaTano ToMbKO MLIKYpHAHLEB,
OOBIYHO CHAEBLIMX Ha KOPTOYKAX M NMPOBEPABLIMX LIENIH Ha
IUVIEHHUKAX WIH OOXHWIraBUIMX Ha KOCTPE JIMCTbS TOPKYMBI,
npexzae 4eM pasxeBaTh uX. KieTku, roroBbie K TpaHCIIOPTH-
POBKe, pacriojlarajiuch € Tp€X CTOPOH KBaJpaTHOM JIOXOHHBI,
C 3amaJHoil CTOPOHH e€ ornbaia pexa. Ho npurisgesmncs,
Pu3 yBunen, 9yTo ABepUbl KJIETOK LUHPOKO paclaxHyThl, a HX
obMTaTeNN HCYE3JIH.

OH noabexasn K IUIaCTMACCOBOMY Iy3bIplo-najiaTke BuK-
KEPHU M PBaHY/ 3acTEXKYy-MoMHHIO. Ho TaM He ObUIO HM €€
BIanenbla, HYU OpYXus, HH NMOXoAHO#M cyMKH. Bruto nmoxoxe,
4yTOo BUKKEpH B Ype3BBIYAHHOM CrielIKe NOKHUHYN eé.

Pu3 npoMyasics MMMO KJIETOK K MECTY CTOSIHKH BEPTOJIETA.
C onHOM CTOPOHLI TaM CTOSUI pojulep — MalllMHA Ha T'YCEHH-
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1aX, Ha KOTOpOii JIIOAM NepeABHTAINCh B IXYHIJISIX, HO
¢naepa He 6bLI0.

— Pus, — 1oHoumy oxknukHyn lopau, nmpoTHMcHyBLUHMiicS
BCJIEA 332 HUM B NaJIaTKy, a 3aTeM JOTHaBLUIMMH €0 CO CIOXEH-
HBIM JIMCTKOM 6yMarv B pykKe. — 3[Iech BOT HaIlUCAaHO TBOE
¥MA. A re KanuTaH BUKKepH ¥ Bce XHBOTHBIE?

— WX HeT, — OH HeTepIeJIMBO BBIXBATWJI JIUCTOK y ['opan.

«[Tomy4ynn yBenoMieHHe M3 MOPTa, — CJIOBa ObUIM TOPOII-
NIuBO HauapanaHnl. — HeTt cBoOoaHBIX Kopabneit s
NnepeBO3KH XMBOTHLIX. IIpHINEN KpacHBI CHTHal TPEeBOTH,
MHe TpPHAETCA OTBETUTL Ha BBI30B MIIHIMH. He HaweéEn
Kaccy, korma oHa BepHETcH, NoiiMali e€ M IpHe3XKaiiTe
BMeCTe».

Pu3 npornorun xoMox B ropie. Kacca! Bukkepu naxe He
3anepxancs, yrobsl noiiMate Kaccy! OH moyyBcTBOBaJI, Kak
BCE BHYTPM HETO 3aJicICHEJIO, M BMECTE C XOJIONOM HaKaTHia
TowiHoTa. Kacca, cnuuunaHckas roHdyas Bukkepu, 6buia yeM-
TITHOHKOMH cpeau cobak ciaeqonsIToB. OXOTHHK HM 32 YTO He
ocTaBuia Obl €€, ecu Obl He NMPHKA3, KOTOPOMY HeJlb3sl ObUIO
He MONYHMHUTLCA. A MWIHIIHMSA JOJDKHA ObUIa BBI3BaTh CJIENO-
NbITa, TOJIBKO €CJIH B NMOPTY BO3HHMKIN KAKHE-TO CEPLE3HbIE
HETIPUSITHOCTH.

— Tl'opaun! — pe3ko no3Bayl OH MaJIb4MKa, KOTOPHIH Hampa-
BHiIcA 6bU10 K pexe. — Wam ciona!

— Pus... g yro-10 ycavian! Ilpomy Te63 — nomoian u
nocayuai!

Ho Pu3 u caM Tenmeps 3TO yc/iblllan THXHME TPEPLIBUCThHIE
LIOPOXH, M 3TOT WIYM HaKIagblBajicid Ha TOLIHOTY, KOTOPYIO
OH OlIylIaJ BHYTPH cebs. A 4TO ec/iH... YTo, ecii Bukkepn
TaK ¥ He yJeTes1 Ha BEepTOJIETE. A 4TO, €CJIU 34eCh MOBTOpUICS
YXac AxaHObI? Pu3 momneitasics NoaaBUTh YCWIMBAIOLIHECS
HMITy/IbChl MTAHHUKH.

On cxsatun lopau 3a Iieyo M MOTAIWI MalbYHKa K
‘MaluyHe. 3aTONKHYB €I0 Ha CHAECHHE, OH TaKxXe 3abpascs
BHYTPb M OGbICTpO ocMoTpesics. BUKKepH AaXe He CHSJI HHM
3BYKOBOIO 3KpaHa, HY OTHEMETa.
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— Cunu crnokoitHo! — pe3ko mnpukasan Pus, ysumes
MpOMeJILKHYBIIEE HEAOBOJILCTBO Ha JIMLE MalbyHKa. 3aTeM
HaJaBWI HOIO# Ha nefajb, U MalllMHa NPHUIIA B JBWKCHHE.

OHM NPONOMUIIUCH MPIMO Yepe3 Kpail IUIouafgKu ¢ KnerT-
KaMHM, [OBHUrasch napayienbHo pexke. Ho MM He npuuuioch
nonro exaTh. He ycries Pu3 o6panoBaThes, 4TO He OOHapyXma
Teno Bukxepu, M enBa OH c oOjerdeHHMEM B3AOXHYN, KakK
KPHK yXaca [opau BbIHyOAWI €ro BBICTPEJIUTh B HalpacHO
My4JaBllleecs CYUIECTBO, €lll€é He IiepecTaBlliee AEPraThCs.
JloloxkHO OBITH, MPOIIUIO HE TaK YX MHoOro BpeMeHHU. Eciu Okl
cobaka BepHylach B Jiarepb, NMoKa OTTy#a €llé He YIIEN
BukKepH, TO KanmHMTaH CcXEr Obl OOTIA BCe MXYHIIM, HO
MOKOHYWI ¢ MyyuTenamMu Kaccbl. A MOXET, 3TO CIYXHUT
NpeaynpexIeHUEM MM CHTHaJIOM, CBHAETEILCTBYIOLUMM O
nobee Hal OOHHUM M3 IIOCENEHLEB, OAHHUM M3 OBIBLIMX
apy3eii?

T'opam miaxkan Tak Xe rpoMKO, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHBINH Malib-
9HK ¢ 3eMJIH, HO 3TO JeHCTBHTEILHO ObUTO YXacHOe 3peulle,
OT KOTOpOro Terneph COTPsiICaioch BCE ero Teno. PykamMu on
HaMepTBO BUeNWIcs B pybaiky Pusa.

— Bcé€ xopouio! — 10HO1Ia 06XBAaTWI ONHOM PYKO# Tpene-
LIyliee Teso, MPUTSAHYB nobmixe K cebe. — Teneps, I'opawn,
BCE B NMOPSAKE, — OHHAKO B JICHCTBHTEIHLHOCTH Jiela 0GCTO-
SUIH TO-APYTOMY, H HHM4YEro ¢ 3THM HeJb3s ObUIO ToAenaTh.
He cefivac. EMy He cnenoBasio MpMBOAMTH CIoAa MaIb4YHKA,
HO eMy TaKXe HeJib3s 6bUIO OCTaB/IATh ero M ogHoro. Kro-to
B JUKYBIVISIX 32 HUMH ciiequn, Pu3 Gsu1 B 3TOM yBepeH.

OH cHoBa 3aBén MamuHy. Teneps nsmiomika Mwno aon-
XeH OymeT mpHcaymarbes K 6naropasyMHbsIM coBeraM. OHR
MOTYT CHATb OTHEMET C 3TOil MalUMHBI, TPEBPaTUTh IJIaBHOE
30aHHe MOCENKa B KPENoCTh U BbI3BaThb MO KOMMYHHKATOPY
nomMouls. B BocnanéHHoMm Moary Pusza GeicTpo mpoHocwics
ONHH IUIaH 3a APYTHM.

KamraH Bukkepu Ha mepBblif B3IVISO HEIUIOXO JIATWJI C
TyseMuamMu. OH NWI lIMIyYee THBO C OBYMSH MECTHBIMH
BOXIAMHM M Habmoonan 3a PuryansueiMu Tanuamn. Henbas
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ckxa3aTh, 910 ¢ Kaccoii Tak )ecToKo 06GOLUTHCE H3-3a KAKOTIOo-
TO Tpexa e€ xo3ssHHa. He neno ToproBleB ycTaHaBJIHMBAaTh
TPaHULLI 3aNPETHLIX TEPPHTOPHH. DTO NMPOU3OLUIO 314ECh M
ceifyac — JiefeHsUIee OyIOY NMpeaynpeXieHue M KaxIoro
rnocejieHUa B OMIDKaifIINX OKPECTHOCTSIX.

A Kak Hacuyé€r canapukoB? okrop Hoalinmep HHuero He
cka3zai o Hux. CMOTJIM 1M OHHM HOYBIO yexaTh? PH3 HecKosbKO
CEeKyHI pa3siyMBbIBaJl, YTO €My AejaTh, He 3Hasd Kyda Hampa-
BUTh MAIIMHY. YTOOBI CITYCTMTBCS BHM3, K HX IIOCEJIKY,
notpebyercss MHOTO BpeMeHH. C Opyroi CTOpoHbI, He Npeny-
NpEeauTh CaJJapHKOB 6bUIO IPOCTO HEMBICIIHMO.

VYXke MX KolluadbH Npeakd HU B YEM He YCTYNIH JIOASM,
M OH 3HaJI, 4ro y Cakdopa ecTb XeHIIHHLI H AeTH. Pu3 kpyro
Pa3BepHYJICI U BbDKAJ M3 MalHMHBI BCE, Ha YTO OHA Obula
crnoco6Ha. MailHa Hecnach Hall 3¢ MJIEH OTPOMHBIMH NPbIK-
KaMH, TIpH 3TOM PAcXOAOBAJIOCH CITHILKOM MHOTO TOIUIMBA,
HO TakK 6bUI0 HaMHOro 6picTpee. CHavyasa CTaHUHA caJaph-
KOB, a nocjie He€ — mnoce€nok moaei. U oH Mor Toibko
MOJIMTBCS, 4TOOBI Yy HMX €lI€ OCTajlloch XOThb HEMHOTO Bpe-
MeHH!

I'naea emopasn

Kax u 31aHns nocénka moaeii, paxkropus calapukos Gbu1a
NOCTpoeHa M3 INIaIKMX KAMEHHBbIX MIbIO, NOCTABIEHHBIX C
Gepera peky, pa3pe3saHHBIX Ha YacCTH M MOTOM IUIOTHO NOAO-
THaHHBIX APYT K HOPYTY, YTOOBI MoJ BO3ACHCTBMEM BeTpa H
Ioxns obpectu TBEpAOCTb MeTasUia. UTo6BI pa3pylIuTh TAKHE
CTeHbI, TpebyeTcss Gonmbimasg cwia. Ho MacnsHMCTO-XENTHIH
ALIMOK, MOAHUMABILHICS B HE0O, M 3anax ropsinei oraHHH
HaroNMHWIK Pu3a HegoOpbIM NpeadyyBCTBHEM, H OH MOHSI,
4yT0o ¢dopt Cakdopa Gonblie He SIBNSETCA HANEXHLIM yOeXH-
weM. OH meUIal B OTHE.

Pu3s otopBasica OT peIYaroB ynpanieHus1, H MalllHHa OCTa-
HOBWIACh Moj NPHUKPHITHEM KYCTapHHKA, CKBO3b KOTOPBI
3EMISTHUH MOT pa3smsneTbh (akTOpHIO, PACIIONIOXEHHYIO Ha
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u3rnbaolieMcs 6epery peku. TaM pa3BopayuBaIach HacTosl-
wasa 6Goitna. Pus mepxan l'opau nuMuoM Ha mnoiy, 4ToObl
MaJIbYMK He BHIe] npoucxoasuero. Kakoe-to MrHoscHHe
MOJIONION 4YeNoBeK HAepXal MNajibllbl Ha CIYCKOBOM KYypKe
orHeMéra. Ho ObUlo CiAHMIIKOM Oajeko, YToObl €ro Jy4oM
nopasuTh rpabureneii. A BblIaB CBOE NPHCYTCTBHE, OHH He
MOMOTYT CaJIapHKaM.

3eMJITHUH Oan 3aJHUI X0, paaysAch, YTO 3BYKOBOI 3KpaH
3arIyllaeT Bce BHELIHHE 3BYKH. PeaIbHOCTh NMoAXoAMBILEH K
KOHLy pe3HM ell€é Oosee yxacaja, 4yeM Joboe rocjaHue,
nepeniaHHOE MO KOMMYHHKATOpY. PH3 mbITasics cnipaBUTLCA C
6HuBlLIEMCS] B KOHBYJILCHAX XEJYAKOM, NMOKWIas 3TO NMPOKIA-
TOE MECTO, KOTOpOe €lll€ COBCEM HENaBHO ObUI0O MHpHOM
daxTopHei.

Bo BpeMs pa3BopoTa YTO-TO CTPEJIOi MPOMENBLKHYNO Tie-
pea poyutepoM. XKénto-kopuyHeBoe. M oHO He ObLIO
XUBOTHHIM! HaTpeHHpOBaHHLIN B AXYHIVIAX a3 Pusa 3ame-
TWI 3TO OTJIWYHME, M OH TYT Xe HaxXaJl Ha KHONKY, OTKIo4Yas
3BYKOBOM 3KpaH.

Ho He ycnpluasn npeanosiaraeMpIX BOIUICH MOMaBlIero Nox
xoJéca cyiectBa. Co cTopoHbl pakKTOpHHM JOHOCHIMCH yXac-
Hble KPUKHM, XOTH M TIPUITTyLUEHHBIE. A e€ro COOGCTBEHHBIH
CHTHQI MOT IpHBJIeYb HIIKYpHaHLUEB-pa3BeAYUKOB, BeChbMa
JMOOSIIMX HEe3aMETHO NOAKpaabiBaThcsl K Xepree. CripaBa
KOJILIXaJINCh HEBBICOKME KYCTMKM, Oeriellbl BIOJHE MOTJIH
YKpBITbCS 3a HUMHU. Pu3 ykaszan I'opau Ha 3apocinu.

— Bricnymaii MeHS, — OH CMOTpeJ INpsMO B IJia3a
MaJIbuMKa, — 3TO O4YeHb BaxHo, l'opau. BoH TaM, nox TeMu
KyCTaMH MOXET CKphIBaThCSI OAUH U3 JeTeli caJapukoB. Eciu
K HeMy To#ay s, TO 1 MOTY HCITyTaTh €Io, H OH YOeXXHT. A KaK
TBl CYMTaellb, CMOT OBl Thl MOAKPACTbCA TyAa M 3abpaTh ero
¢ coboit?

— Pus, yro nmpoucxoaur? Pus, ator mym.. — lopau
IpoXaJl B pyKax IOHOWIM, €ro JIMLO BLIKA3bIBAJIO HMCIYT H
1LIOK.

— Topau, TOT KycT BOH TaM, — PH3 MArkKo BCTpsXHYN

16



MaJibyuKa. Hanapiye MO He OCTARUThL OOJIblIIE HH OMHOIO
XUBOTO CBHIETeNsl. A OH [oOwics Obl JMUIb TOro, 4TO
HCIYTAaHHOE HMHOIUIAHETHOE AUTA ellé IyOXe 3anpsTaloch
OBl B ryuiy KyctoB. Tonbko I'opay MoOXeT MOMOYL BLITALLIMTh
pe6€HKa-caapHkKa.

Pu3 MArko moBepHY1 ManbYHKa K BHOBBL IIOKa3ajl Ha
KyCThl. 3aTeM CHOBa HECWIbHO BCTPSIXHYJI IOpOH, pagysch,
YTO Ha JIMLe MaJIbYHKa MOSBWIOCH BLIpaXeHHe NMOHUMaHHUS.
C OnactepoM B ONHOH pyKe M TNpHUAEPXUBas MaJbYHKa
OpYToii 3a 1wieyo, Pu3 BbiOpasicsa U3 pojuliepa ¥ HalpaBWiICA K
KyctaM. He noxons HecKoJLKO MeTpOB IO HUX, OH OTITYCTHI
Topau M MOATOJIKHYN ero B HYXHOM HamnpasileHuH. Cnapa
60ry, NMPOH3UTEIbHbIE XaJIOOHbIE BCXJIMIIBIBAHHMA NpPEKpaTH-
Juch. Teriepb OHM CNBANAJIH JIMIUb BOIUIH Ty3€MLEB.

T'opau omycTwics Ha YeTBEpEHBLKM M TOMNOJ3 NMOA BeTKAMH
KyCTapHHMKAa. 3aTeM TaM MPOLLUIO KaKoe-TO BOJIHEHHE, Ioce
Yero MoKa3aJIuch UCTEPThle GOTMHKH MaJIbYMKa, a 32 HUMHM H
ero wTaHbl. ToT Bo3Bpaluajics NMATACH, Talla 3a coboit conpo-
THBJIOLIETOCS TUIEHHHMKA, OOGEMMH pyKaMH KpEIKO AepXa
IBa MaJIeHbKMX 3aIlfICThd, He oOpalliads BHMMaHUs Ha liapa-
naBlIMe KOXY MNadblbl C KICLUIHEOOpa3HbBIMU HOITSAMH,
CTpeMHUBLIHECS OOpecTH cBoGoay.

Pu3 6bICTPO HarHyJiCs, HO 3TH HOITH, YXAaCHbIE U OCTpBIE,
yCIeaH 3alelUTh M €ro lieKy M noabopolnokK, TaK YTO OH
Iaxe cobpasicsl 3a1aTh XOPOLUYIO TPENKY MaJIeHbKOMY CYillec-
TBy, 6epss ero Ha pyku. I'opam, xora Pu3s eMy Huuero He
TOBOpWI, YXXe HE€cCs Ha3al K MX He O4eHb-TO Oe3onacHoMy
YKpBITHIO. Beslen 3a HUM K MalldHe IocjieloBal U IOHOLIA U
ycanwil AO CMEpPTH IlepeNyraHHOro IUIEHHHWKAa Ha cUIeHHe
MeXIy HUMHU. YaepXuBasd OXHOH pYKOH IUIEeHHMKa, ApYToi
OH BKJIIOYWJI 3ByKOBOM 3KpaH, a 3aTéM CHOBa IOBEJ MalLIHHY.
U Tonsko nocsie 31oro oH no6mxe paccMOTpes CIIACEHHOTIO
peOG€HKa... NeBOYKY!

OHa BcA cXajlach, OCTPhIE YLIKHM NPHXAaJIHCh K OKPYIVIOMY
Yyeperny, a poT TOJBKO 4YyThb IPHOTKPRIBAICA, KOIZa OHa
6e33ByyHO 1MNena, MOBHHYICh WHCTHMHKTY CBOMX APEBHHX
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KOllIAaYbHX NpeJKOoB. BennkonenHule MylmMcThie WIEPCTHHKHA
eé Mexa ceifyac crosuin Ab16oM. OpaHXeBO-KpacHbIe KOChbIe
IMa3K¥ Ha LIMPOKOM JIMLiEe TNPHIMYPHWINCh H HEHCTOBO IIbI-
JaJu.

Pu3 He yMmen onpenensth Bo3pacT caapukoB. OHa Moryia
6pITh M cTapwie W Miuague lopau. Opera AeBoyka ObuUla B
00OpBaHHYIO KOPOTKYIO 100Ky, NMoAepXHBacMylo Ha TalMH
TOSICKOM C JparolicHHBIMM KaMHSIMH, Ha KOTOPOM Ha BeJIH-
KOJIEITHO BLILIMTHIX JIEHTOYKAX KAKMM-TO YyAOM COXPaHWIHCh
HECKOJILKO MaXy4yHMX Mello9koB. OcTalbHble MEIIOYKH ObuIH
COpBaHbl, M OCTABUIHMECS JICHTOYKH CBOOONHO Oosrammch.
HTtak, cyns no e€ onexnae, oHa ObUIa COBCeM PEOEHKOM M U3
3HaTHOIO poja, HaBepHoe, oaHoM M3 gouepeil Cakdopa.
XeHUMHB-CATapUKN HE XOIAT CBODOOHO, MX MOXHO yBH-
JEeTh TONBKO B MX NOCeJeHHsaX, H y Puza He OwnUio HH
MaJIeillIeEro NMpeACTaBIEHHs O TOM, CKOJIBKO WICHOB HacdH-
TBIBAeT ceifyac ceMusd Cakdopa U CKOJILKO KOMY JIET. 36 MJITHUH
3HaJl, YTO MYX4YHHa-CaJJapuK ¢ TakuM, Kak y Caxdopa,
CaHOM MOXET MMETh HECKOJLKO XCHIIHH, H OOBMMHO MMH
OBUTH ABEe WIM TPH POOHBIE CECTPHl OJHOIO KJaHa.

T'onoBKa calapuKy MeIUIEHHO NOBEpHYJach, BHUMATE/IbHO
paccmatpuBasi opau, Pusa M BHYTpeHHee IIPOCTPaHCTBO
posuiepa. KpacHBIH OCTpEeHBKMil A3LINOK OOGIM3HYN JIMLIO U
CHOBa HcYe3 3a 3yOKaMHu.

— VY Heé Mex, — npou3Héc [opay, moaHecs K cajlapuke
yKa3aTeJIbHBIH Najlell, HO TaK U He JOTPOHYBIIHNCH JO MSTKO-
TO 30JIOTHCTOTO ITyLIKAa, NOKPLIBABLIETO BHELIHIOI CTOPOHY
6mirkaiiiiel K HeMy pydkd. — OHa 3aMeydaTesbHO NaXHET, He
TaK Ju? — ero Hoc NOMOPLUMIICS, KOT[a OCTphie 3afaXu OT
MEUIOYKOB Ha €€ Iosice 3aloJHIWIM MaltHHy. [1o Beceit BUaM-
MOCTH, HOBEHbKAsl TaK 3aMHTEPECOBAJIa €I0, YTO OH 3a0bL1 O
CIydMBHIEMCSl B MocyieAHee BpeMs. Pu3 KMBHYyI.

— Hapon canapuxos mo6ur apoMatsl, ['opau. 31o rmas-
HBIM NpPEIMET UX TOPrOBIN, — OH MOT IPHUKYCHTh cebe A3bIK
NpH Takoi Tpsicke, HO I'opaH, mo-BUAUMOMY, He obpalnan Ha
3TO HUKAKOTO BHHMAaHUA.
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— Kak eé€ 3oByT, Pu3? — npomookui MajTbyHK.

— 5 He 3HalO, — MERICIH MOJIOAOTO YeJoBeka GoJblie
6BUIM 3aHATHI TEM, KaK MM NpOApPaTLCA CKBO3b 3apOCIH
priepeny. [epXaTbCsd Ha OTKPHITON MECTHOCTH 3HAa9WIO He-
MeIOJIEeHHO BbIOaTb CBO€ npucyTrcTBHe. M 9ro ceiuac
NPONCXOOUT B Mocénke? BepHoe M OH NpHHAN pelncHHe?
MoxeT, H3-3a €ro pelieHHs1 OTIIPABHTLCSA B HEHYXHOE IyTe-
mwecTBHe K dakTopuu noru6au TpH denosexa? Kanennkm
noTa BLICTYNWIH Ha JaMue Pu3a M, cBepkad, NOKATWINCH
BHM3, Majaasd ¢ moaboponka, TaK YTO OH OUIYTHI Ha rybax
COJIEHBII TPUBKYC. '

— Kak T1eba 30Byr? — cnpocwt I'opan Ha Baiicuke. —
Mensa — lopan Bemsu. A XxuBy B nocénke.

Canapyka CHOBa O6/B3Hy/Ia IHIIO, @ TOTOM MOAHSIA ONHY
PYKY. Mexny nanmsuamMu €€ Texia KpoBb. JleBouka JOTpPOHY-
J1Iach 0O PaHKH SI3BIYKOM.

— Pus, na oHa xe paHeHa! Bce e€ namblbl B KpoBH!

Pu3 6pocun B3msAg d9epe3 1iedo.

— Ceprésnan napanuHa, I'opan. Ho xpoBb Gonblme He
Teu€T. Kak TOJNBKO TNOABMTCA BO3MOXHOCTb, S OCMOTDIO
paHy, — OH HaJesicf, YTO CAJAPHKH CJIEAYIOT OORYHBIM
MepaM TpeIOCTOPOXHOCTH NOrpaHMYHBIX MHPOB M [ENAlOT
npoduwiakrHiecKue NPHBHBKY NMPOTHB HHOIUIAHETHHIX 6o-
Jle3Hell. A ceifyac OH HODKEH KaK MOXHO cKopee AobpaThkcs
10 MOCEéNnKa, HOJIXeH!

— Miur yxe nouru noMa, — ob6bsaBw1 I'opau yepe3 He-
CKOJIBKO MMHYT. — Sl yXe BIDKy Oosnblnoe nepeBo-KpiokK. Mos
MaMa jgacT Tebe 4YTo-HUOYIb, YTOOBI THI NEpeBsa3aja NAIbYHK,
— yBepHUI OH calapuKy. — He odeHb GonpHO?

HakoHenl neBouka-yyXadka IOYTH MeEpecTaja LIMIETh.
Ona nponomxana M3yyaTh CBOHMX CIYTHHMKOB, HO BOJIOCKM
epCcTH Goibllte He CTOSUTM JHIOOM, H OHa, MIOXOXe, HEMHOIO
ycnoxowinack. Pu3 coMHeBasicsl, YTO OHa NMOHHMaeT baiicuk.
Ho oH Bepmn, 4To oHa yyBCTBYeT MO6GpOXeENaTeTBHOE OTHO-
INeHHe K Hel 3eMJISIH, U YTO OHH 3aMETHO OTJIMYAloTCs OT
STHX NMPOKJIATHIX Ty3eMLEeB, YHHYTOXUBLIHX (haKTOPHIO.
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— Pu3, nmoyemy Th TyT nputopMo3wi? IlodeMy He Bble3-
Xaellb Ha nopory? — o6a Bormpoca I'opau BeINajJWi NOYTH
onXHOBpeMeHHo. Ero nuiio BHOBb nobsieaHeN0, Koraa MoJo-
RO 4eJIOBEK OCTAHOBWI MaLIMHY Ha MOPSAOYHOM PacCTOSIHHUH
OT 3JaHMH MOoCcEnkKa.

Onnako Pu3 He pemasca BbleXaTh Ha JOpOry, He Oynydu
YBEpeH, YTO XAET ero Bnepgau. Jlydile yX rnoabexaTb He Kak
O6BIYHO OH 3TO AeJall, a Mo NPHKPHITHEM poluubl papOoB.
OrTyaa MoxXHO 6ymeT OpraHM30BaTh J1I0OyI0 pa3BeAbIBaTE b~
HYIO 9KCIIEAULIMIO K JIJAGOpaTOPHBEIM CTPOCHUSIM.

— Pus, mana 6yner mpocTo B SPOCTH, YTO ThI Npoexajl Ha
MallMHE MO YXOXEHHOMY MO0, Ileé OH BCETO HEJEeNMIO Ha3al
TocaaWwil ceMeHa JoMaHa, — pyku T'opan yxBaTwinch 3a Kpai
npubopHoit nockn. — IMoxanyiicta, 'Pu3, ckaxH, YTo Mpouc-
XoOUT? — OH YyXe TMOTepAJI HHTepeCc K cajlapMke M CHOBA
HayaJl JpoXaTb.

— Topan, ycnoxoiica! — Pu3s BEN MalllMHY TaKUM oOpa-
30M, YTOOBI HHUKTO M3 NOCENKA He MOr MX yBuAeTb. OH
CYMTAJl, YTO CYMeeT MoAoOpaThcs He3aMETHO KaK MOXHO
6mmxe. KoHeyHo, oTClona, M3dajieKa, OH He BHAEJ] HMKAKMX
NPU3HAKOB Ty3eMueB. Ho OHM BNOJIHE MOTYT CKpLIBaTbCs B
JOKYHIJISIX, TOTOBBIE B JII000I MOMEHT COBEPILIUTH HallaJeHHUe.

Pu3 ocTaHOBWI MalIHHY M NMOBEPHYJICS JULIOM K JETAM.

— A Tteneps, l'opau, BuicayilIaii MeHs BHUMaTe/lbHO, 3TO
OYeHb BaXHO. MBI JO/DKHBI CKPBITHO AOOpaThCcA IO TBOSTO
namnsl, TBOei MaTepu M Moero Asau Mmwio M yBe3TH HX
oTcIoAa Kyaa-Hubyab, rae Mbl CMOXEM cpaXaTbesl. Thl TOHH-
Maeurp 31o?

Pyxu Topau Tak cxanu Kpaii npuOGOpHOM OOCKHM, 4TO
no6eJieM KOCTALIKM naiblueB. Ho ero KiBox ckasan Monono-
MY 4YEJIOBEKY, YTO OH BCE NOHSI.

— Tw nDomxeH ocTaThcsl 3A€Ch, B MalllMHE, BMECTE C
canapukoil. OHa HamyraHa, M e€CJIH €€ OCTaBUTb OJHY, OHa
MOXET NOMNBITaThCA CHOBA yGeXaTh B IXYHINIM. U Torma mMer
norepsieM e€. [loaTomy 1 Hanelocs, YTO ThI IPUCMOTPHILD 33
Helt, Topan.
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— A 181, Pu3, oTnpaBynuiscs K MOMM MaMe M mane?

— Jla. Y1 ecnu TaM CKpBIBAIOTCS Ty3€MIIbl, OHH HE JO/DKHBI
HAaCc YBHAETb, NMO3TOMY HH B KOEM CJyyae He BBIXOOU U3
MalIHHbI!

— Tol MOXellIb OTIIPAaBHTh COOOLIEHHE MO Paano, a IOTOM
npubynet IlaTpyns M yBe3€T Hac, — pyKa, BLENHBUIAsCS B
naHeab YNpaBleHHUs, paccnabmnack.

— Ja. Ho o1, I'opau, ocTaHelIbcsl 3nech BMeCTe € cajia-
pHKOii. 1 BepHYCh KaK MOXHO ObIcTpee. A Ternephb B3ITISHU Ha
3Ty kHonKy! OHa ympaRBiseT 3ByKOBhBIM 3KpaHOM. MHe npu-
JETCA OTKIIOYHTH €ro, Koraa s 6yay BRIXOAUTbh HapyXy. YU Tbl
JIOJDKEH HaXaThb Ha He€, YToObl CHOBa BKIIOYHTb 3KpaH. U
IepXH ero BKIIOYEHHBIM BCE BpeMs, MOKA MeHs He Oyaer.

Topau xMypo KuBHYN. Pu3 Hamesics, YTO OH HCIIPaBHO
BBINOJIHHUT ero npuka3. Korga BKIIOYEH 3TOT 3KpaH, Yy JeTeid
6yoeT XOTb KaKas-TO 3alllMTa: CJyX HIUKYpHAaHLEB BecbMa
60ne3HEHHO BOCNIPUHHUMAET €ro BO3NEHCTBHE.

— A Tenepb 1 yxoxy. M Bot ewmié yro, I'opan, aaxe eciau
nosiBarcs M6 winm Mioxu, HU 3a 4To He BIycKaW mx! —
Pu3 He Mor 3HaTh, 6bUIM JIM 3TH aGOpPHTeHbI Ccpeay HamnajgaB-
LIWX, HO OH He MOT nojiaraThCsd Ha XpYIKYI0 HajaeXxnay, 4To
OHH BCE ell€ SBIAIOTCS MX JpPY3bsMH.

— Xopoiuo, Pus.

IOHowa BrIGpanics M3 MallMHBI, TocMoTpena, Kak lopau
BKJTIOYWI 3BYKOBOM 3KpaH, U mobexan k 6mrxaiieMy 3p4a-
HM10. OCTpLIii 3aMax, KOTOpHIi OKpYXaJl ero B MalllMHe, CTajl
NMOTUXOHBbKY YyNeTyduBarbhcss. OH Josroe BpeMsl CTOsUl, NpH-
XaBUIMCh K HEPOBHOH CTeHe, NbITAACh XOThb YTO-HHOYIb
YCHBILATh WIH YYYSTh CBOMM OOOHSAHHMEM B HaJeXie TOYHO
ONpelesiNTb, XIET JIM €ro BIEpPeAH ONacHOCTD.

Ho 10Ho1Ia cibIlaa JTHIIB Xy¥OKaHHE HaCEKOMbIX, KydaxX-
TaHbe KyOp-HaceooK Aa liejiecT BeTepka, NMpoOHuBalolierocs
CKBO3b KYCTADHHK — HHYero, rpossuiero omnacHocrsio. Ho
BMeECTe C TeM He JOHOCWIOCh M NMPHUBETIMBOIO IyAeHHA U3
JabopaTOpUH — aTOMHBIH ABHMIGTENL He paGotan. U 3to
Adepxano Pusa B HanpsokeHHH. OH CKOJB3HYN BAOJNb CTEHBI,

21



Tlie He 6BUTO HUKAKMX OKOH — NIPUAETCA 000HTH ABOp c6OKY,
Npexae 4eM OH CMOXET YBHIETh, YTO CIYYMIIOCH C IIOCENKOM
Ha caMoM JeJe.

B 310 BpeMst Beanll 06bIMHO HaxoauTcsa B JabopaTopHH,
TaM Xe WIH B JoMe JOJDKEH ObITh U ero asad. lopau cxasan,
YTO €ro MaTh 3aCHY/a Tocjie MPUCTYyTa auxopaaxu. Cienosa-
JIO MoGBICTpee HANTH TPEX YesIOBEK M IpeNynpequTh HMX. 3a
K€M OTIIPaBHTBCH MEPBLIM: 3a MUCCHC benbll Wi 3a MyX4u-
HaMH B Ja6oparopuio? ONHAKO YYEHbIE BIIOJHE MOTYT
3aKpHITLCHA B JIaGOpaTOpMHM — XOTS Tperpaga ¥ HeOoJbLuas,
— a OH CMOXeT IepelaTh MM Tyda NpeaynpexaeHue. A
XeHIIMHA ofHa... CHOBAa I0OHOWIE TIPHXOAHIOCh MYyYHUTECIBHO
BHIOHPPATS.

Pu3 crosan, no-npexHeMy NPHXaBLINCh K CTeHE, IPUKPHI-
BaeMLIif pa3BeCHCTBIM KycTapHHMKoM. Hackonbko oH Mor
BHAETh C 3TOIO0 MecTa, B cCaly M BO OBOpEe HHUYEro He
HM3MEHWIOCh C TOIO BpeMEHH, KaK OH OTIpAaBWICS OTcioga
TPH Yaca Ha3al.

M TyT YyBCTBO OMAaCHOCTH HAXJIBIHYJIO Ha HETO C HOBOM
CWIOH, KOTAa BeTep, pacCKayMBasd Hal ero rojiopoi MIHHHbIE
TIOJIOCHI OKaMEHEBIUMX JIMCTBEB, JOHEC OO HETo BOHIOYMH
TOIIHOTBOPHBINA 3allaX IpASHBIX Tel Ty3eMILEB, OTAaBaBLINKH
MYCKATOM. DTO ObUIL 3amax KpOKOB, BO3OYXINEHHEIX M pa3ro-
paa€HHbIX. Kpoxun — coBceM no3abwrToe cnoBo, Ho Pus 3uan
€ro. 3aech BOHSUIO KPOKAMH — M CHJIBHO!

3eMJITHHH BHMMATeJbHO H3y4ajl BNOJIHE MMPDHYIO Ha BHA
KapTUHHY, NLITAsACh JOTaJaThcs, IOe Xe NpsyeTcss UCTOYHHK
3TOH BOHH. MoXeT, KTO-TO U3 HHX COBCEM QIM3KO noakpal-
csa K Hemy? Wnu 310 mpocTo ocraBlueecss HallOMHHaHHE O
HelaBHEM BHM3HMTE HIIKypHaHLEB?

Yro6Bl monacTh K JOMHUKY beinblieB, eMy npMa€Tca npe-
ONONIETh TPOCTPAHCTBO MeXAY HM3rOpoAbI0 H CTEHOM
nabopaTopHM, MHMO CKJIafla, CKpbLIBasCh OOJNBUIYIO 4acTh
Heb6nu3koro mytH. Husko cornysinmcs, PH3 Hadan oneHH-
BaTh CTeNneHb pucKa. C TAaKoro JaJIEKOro pacCTOSHHA OH He
MOT OIpPENENUTD, OTKyAa HECET BOHBIO KPOKOB. Bo nBOope He
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6BUTO 3aMETHO HHKAKOTO ABIHXeHHs. Bc€, yeMy oH Hayuwics
B HCKYCCTBE OXOTHI 3a NocienHue Mecaubl y Bukkepu, tenepp
6ydeT NMOABEPTHYTO CEpbE3HOM NpoBepKe Ha NMPOYHOCTD.

Pu3 npoMyasics OT OfHOM KymNbl KOJIOYEro KyCTapHHKa K
IpyToii. 3aTeM ero pyka NoTsHyJach K NOJOKOHHHUKY OKHa,
KOTOpOE€ OTKPLIBAJIOCh B KOMHaTy, rie JO/DKHa ObUla cnaTh
muccuc bensu. OOeraTh AoM B NOMCKaX ABEpH O3HAYyalo
HaBepHAKa BbaTh cebs. [loaToMy mydlle yX rnepeTepneThb
60JIb OT NMPOXOXIECHHA CKBO3b 3BYKOBOH 3KpaH M IPOHHK-
HYTh B oM 4epe3 okHo. Kapa Benwu nomkHa em€ cnaTh
nocje ykona. EMy HeobxoauMo OyaeT pa3byauTh XEHLIUHY.

Pu3 noataHyscd Ha NOJOKOHHHMK H CTPEMHTEJIBHO Iepe-
BamwicA depe3 Hero. U eMy XBaTWiIoO OZHOro B3IifAda Ha
KpOBaTh, YTOObI NMOHATHY KaKOH KoluMap 3aech ciaydwicsa. C
BLIBOPAaYMBAIOLIMMCA HapyXy XeJyAKoM Pu3 crnpbirHyn B
KyCThl, IIpM3bIBasd Ha IIOMOlIb BCE CBOE caMooOianaHue,
RIAICTh KOTOPHIM €TI0 YYWIH B aKaJeMHH, YTOObI yaepXKaTbCs
M He BbLIATh ceOs pBotoi. Ilo kpaliHeli Mepe OHa cmana,
KOraa Ty3eMLibl Habpocwinch Ha He€. IOHolua cymopoxHo
YXBaTWICA 32 3Ty MbIC/Ib.

Teneppr He HMENI0O HHKAKOINO CMBICIA HaBeALIBaThCs B
naboparopuo. OTCyTcTBHE TydeHHS IBHUraTe/Ii 'OBOPWIO O
MHOroM. A Kak Hac4éT KoMMyHMKatopa? MoxeT M OH
ceifyac BbI3BaTh NOMOINb, Bocnoab3oBaBliuch UM? Ho 1O
HacTOMYMBOE NpeaylpeXIeHUe NPOLUIOH HOYbI0 ObUIO IoC-
JleAHUM coobiieHueM. «BaM creayeT BepHYThCS Ha BepTosiETe
B NMOPT... Ha cOOCTBEeHHOM BepTosiETe. CrniacaTeNIbHbIX OTpA-
OB B MOCENOK NOCLUIATh Oobille He OyayT». A MX BEPTOJNET
He BepHycs... YTo Xe KacaeTcs MalIMHBI, KOTopas Gbuia B
¢akropuu... Kpoxu, nomkHO 6BITh, YHHYTOXIWIH €€, He
Iypaku Xe OHH.

OnHako B AOMe OCTaBaMCh M OPYTHE BElIH, KOTOpHIE
MOITH o4YeHb npHroanteca GernenaM. Ero noxomHas cymxa,
HabHTas cHapsOKeHHEM M MPHUIIACaMH — OH MOJDKEH IOITHI-
TaTbCs1 HAalTH €€. PH3 nogaBmwI HENMPON3BOJILHYIO JPOXDb Tena
H CHOBa NPHMHAJICA pacCMaTpHBaTh OBOpP, pa3dyMblBasd Haj
CBOMM TMOCJICAYIOLINM IaroM.
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OH He ABHrasIcs N0 TeX Mop, MOKa TOYHO He onpeaewicH,
Ky#a M 3a4yeM OH HampasuTcs. IloroM ObICTPO M yBEepeHHO
noJjie3 B ApYroe OKHO, OTKpbIBaBlleecd B €10 KOMHATy.

Cnenpl npebbiBaHHA KPOKOB cpa3y Gpocaiuchk B rasa. B
pasrpab/lieHHOM KOMHAaTe LIapWI yXacHBIN Oecrnopsinok, Ha
mxacdax BUAHEINCHh LIApallMHbI 1 OTMETUHBI J1all, KOTOPLIMH
Ty3eMLUbl NBITAIMCh OTKPHITh ABEPHbIE 3aMKH, NMPUKIaAbIBast
K HHUM — Kak Jioad — aagoHu. Ho rtemmeparypa Tena
MILIKYpHAHLIEB OT/IMYAJIACh OT YesloBeuecKoi. [ToaTtoMy UM He
yaaloch aKTMBHPOBATh YCTPOMCTBA YIpaB/lIeHHSA 3aMKaMH, M
coliepXuMoe KAPOB OCTAIOCH HETPOHYTHIM.

Pu3 npmxan pyKy K OIHOMY M3 NOKOPEXEHHEIX 3aMKOB, U
€ro TeJI0 COIPOTHYJ/IOCh JaXe OT TAKOIo MHUMOJIETHOIO KOH-
TaKTa CO C/eqoM YOMifupl. OH BBIXBAaTWI M3 OTKpHIBLIETOCH
mwkada CyMKy, KOTOpYIO CTOJIb TLIQTEJIbHO Nepel 3THM ymna-
KOBaJI, H KHHYJ TOBEpX BCEro €llé TPHM LIEJKOBBIX Ofesia
BMECTE C KWHXAJIOM C JJTMHHBIM OCTPBIM JIE3BHEM, NTOJaPKOM
orua. XoTA TOT U ObU1 BBIKOBAaH M3 3aKaJIEHHOM JIOpacTasy,
MM Henb3sl OBUIO NPOTKHYTh KOXY KPOKOB, OXHAaKo KpoMe
HHX B JIKyHIVISIX BOOWINCH U apyrue ¢opmbl Xu3HU. K Tomy
Xe IXYHITIM — He ToclefHee UX NMpUbexuline.

PasBepHyB ew€ ogHo oamesio, Pus 6pocun tyma Bce co-
6paHHBie MM BELIUM M 3aBsi3aJl €ro Yy3/IoM, TaK YTO Y Hero
NoJTy4iIach TPOMO3AKass CyMKa, KOTOPYI0 OH BHIOpocwl B
OKHO. BriGpaBuince, 10HOLIA NIOCTOSUT HEMHOIO OKOJIO CBOEH
JOOBIYM, TIPHCITYLIMBASCh U NIPHHIOXHBASCH.

IloyeMy XpoKM HanaJM Ha HHX H TYT Xe yuumn? 31oTr
BOIIPOC NPHBOAMT €0 B 3aMelLIATeNbCTBO. B nocénke monei
He ropejii KOCTPhI, He 6bUI0 HUKAKMX CBUIETEJILCTB 3BEPCTB,
KOoTophle OH BuAen B ¢akTropun. OHH npocTo OLICTPO YOUIH
3eMJISIH, a 3aTeM HcuesnH. [louemy?

IToct Cakdopa npeacraBnsyi coGoii OTHOCHTE/ILHO TPH-
MHTHBHOE CTPOEHHE, €ro CKIaJbl MOXHO JIETKO pa3rpabuTh.
ITocénok xe 3eMnsaH 6bul1 Gosee cnOXHO O6YCTpOEH, 31eCh
HaXoAWIHUCh JlabopaTopus, CKIall, XHiIble NoMellleHud. Mo-
XeT ObIThb, MIIKypHMaHLB HCNYTaJMch J1aGopaTOpHMM M €€
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obopynoBaHus? MM Xe OHH pelIWIN MONMO03Xe BO3BPaTHTHCS
cona ansa 6ojiee NPOAOLKUTEIBHOTO rpabexa?

Ty3eMusbl, paboTaBliMe B MOCENICHHH 3€MJISIH, NMOJIb30Ba-
nMch GnarockloHHocThio AokTropa Haiinepa u, ObiBas B
nabopaTopuH, NpUOOPETANIN KAKyIO-TO INPOCTEHLIYIO TEXHHU-
YecKylo NMOATOTOBKY. Te Tpoe Ty3eMLEeB IO KpaiiHel Mepe
3HaIM UEHHOCTb OoNbllei YacTH NPHUOOPOB M KAK HMM
nosas3oBaTbesl. M1 B 1abopaTopun UMeEIOTCA NpeaMeThbl, KOTO-
phle MOTYT CTaTh Kyia OoJlee CTpalIHBIM OpYXHeEM, 4YeM
JYyXOBBblE PYXbSl M apKaHbl, UCNOJIb3YeMBble Ty3eMLIAMH.

Pu3 He noHuMan, noyeMmy TakHe MBICIU NPHUUIH eMy
ceityac B rosioBy. Ho 310 coobpakeHHe KpEMnKo 3acesyio B €ro
roJIoBe, CJIOBHO KaKoe-TO «IIpeAYyBCTBUE». A pa3Be B AKaje-
MHH MM ITOCTOSIHHO HE MONYEPKMBAIM BaXHOCTh M3ydYeHMS
NMpPUYHH Noao6Horo poaa npenyyBcTBHii? HaBepHoe, Komy-
TO ObUIO HYXHO, YTOOBI IOCEJIOK OCTANCHd HETPOHYTHIM, H
3TOT KTO-TO CMOT 6bl OOpaTHTL HWHOIUIAHETHBIE MAalMHBI,
pe3ynbTaT paboThl MHOIUIAHETHOM MBIC/IM, TIPOTHB HX CO3Ma-
Teneii. PU3 mo/DKeH NOMHUTL 06 3TOM M OBITh TOTOBBLIM
NPHHATb NMOAOOHYI0O BO3MOXHOCTb.

He B ero cwrax GbU10 YHMYTOXUTbL BCE obGopymoBaHHe.
QakTUYeCKH, IBa TeXHHUKAa-HUWIKypuaHua Gojblile pa3bupa-
JIMCh B HEM, YeM caM Pu3. U oH noyckeH BepHyThCS 0OpaTHO
K poJutepy, Nnpexie YeM ero KTo-HHOyIb 3aMETHT.

T'opau yBuzmen ero npu6mrCKeHHe W OTKIIOYWI 3BYKOBYIO
sawmty. BpocuB y3en B OaraxuHoe oTaeneHHe, Pu3 cHoBa
ycTpowics 3a NpUOOpHO# NMaHeNbIo.

— A rae maMma?

Pu3 B3gporHyn Gosplle OT 3TOro Bornpoca, YeM OT TOro,
4YTO ero pyKH NpPHUKOCHY/IMCh K nanbuaM [opau.

— Omna yexana, ['opau, Kak U TBOM Namna, Kak H JOKTOD
Haiinep.

— Kyna? Ho Beab MaMa HUKyaa He oTnpaBuiach Gbl 6e3
MeHs! — pe3ko 3anportecToBan ['opau, U B ero ronoce MOXHO
ObUTO MOYYBCTBOBAaThH CTpaXx.

— OmHa 6buta 60nbHa, TB NMoMHMLIL 3T0, lopau. OHa,
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HaBEpHOE, CNaja, KOIa OHM ye3xXxann. Mu noejgeM Ha 60/b-
WIYIO IUIAHTALMIO B TOpax H JOTOHMM TaM MX BEPTOJIET.

Pu3 He Mor 3acTaBuTh ceds1 paccka3aTh ['opan npasay, no
KpaHHel Mepe He celyac M He 3dech, [IOKA B NaMATH
MaJIb4YMKa CBEXH YXacHble BociomuHaHua o Kacce u ¢akro-
pun. Eim€ eMy HyXHO COCTaBUMTh IUIAaH HOEHCTBUH, H He
TOJIbKO Ha OmkailliHe HECKOJbKO MHHYT WiH 4acoB. Hac-
KonbKo Pu3 3Han, daxkropusa, OXOTHHYHH Narepph Bukxepw,
rie TOT AepXaJl CBOMX XHMBOTHBIX, KOTOPBIX 3aTEM IpoAaBal
B HHOIUIAHETHHIE 300TIaPKH, H HX NMOCENOK — €IUHCTBEHHbIE
CTPOEHHS HHOIUIAHETSH, HaXOOUBIUHECSH TaK AajieKo Ha 3a-
nage.

JlBa Mecsua Ha3aj 3aKpbUIMCH NPOKC/IMTOBBIE PYOHMKH,
KOrJa NpHULUIO NepBoe COooOlleHHe II0 pagHo O TOM, 4TO
KOJIOHMCTaM IipeJjiaraeTcs NOKHHYTb CBOM mocejenust. U
ceifiyac MeXAy HMMH M TOPHBIM KpSXeM, Ieé CKphIBaIach
NojrHa ¢ HaraccapckuM KOCMOMOPTOM, paclioarajiich Bce-
ro 5Be IvlaHTauvu. OngHa u3 Hux, Pexcynos, 6pU1a JOCTaTOYHO
OoJibluas, YToObl MMETh COOCTBEHHBIE TToNHLeiicKue cibl. U
ecin GersieuaM ymacTcs JOCTHYb €€, a HHOIUIAaHETSIHE ellé He
ylneTeau, TO... PU3y ocTaBasoch TOJILKO HaJeAThCs Ha 3TO
yXacHoe KOJIMYECTBO «ECJIH».

Tenepp Xe rmaBHoif npobyieMoit 65110 HalTH Kakoe-HU-
6yap MecTo, YTOOBI 3aTAMTHLCA TaM AO HACTYIUISHHA TEMHOTHI.
Houblo Xxe OoH monpobyeT 3acTaBHTh MAlMHY IOCKaKaTh
caMbIMM OGONBUIMMM NPBDKKAMH, TaKUM o6pazoM O6bmicTpo
NnpoABUTasACh Bepén. JIBIkeHHe Mo 3eMJie OCTaBHT 33 HUMH
TaKo# cjell, 0 KOTOpPOMY HX CMOXET IpecjieoBaTh AaXe
NOJTyc/NeNOi TYpHCT, BIEPBble OKA3ABLIMICA B IXYHIIIX. A
NpBIraTh NpH CBETE JHA O3Ha4aeT BhIAaTh cebd. [da, riaBHoe
ceifyac — crpATaThcd... A Nocjie HACTYIUIEHHS1 TE€MHOTHI
ABHraThCsl Ha BOCTOK — K Pekcynam!

I'naea mpemovsa

Ponnep ykpbiBajicd MEXIy ABYMSI CKaJaMH B pacllie/IMHE,
3apocineil HeGoNbIIMMM JepeBUAMM AHAY. PU3 mpoexan He-
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MHOTO [0 Tpone, NMPOJIOXEHHOIt B lTarepb MHOTOYHCIEHHBIMH
OXOTHHYBMMH SKCIIEIHMLUAMH, a 3aT€M OXHHM TIIATEIbHO
BLIBEPEHHELIM INPLLKKOM OpOCHI MALIMHY B 3Ty Pacile/INHY.
Cepo-3eN€HBIN 3aHaBEC KYCTOB C KOJMIOYKAMH HEIUIOXO 3a-
LIWIIAN MX OT HeXeNaTeJNbHbIX B3MISAO0B. DTOMY €ro Hayqui
Bukxepy, xoraa yctpaupan nogoGHsie noByumrku. Ho Bcé
PABHO YYBCTBO TPEBOTH HE YTHXaJIO, XOTHA OH M NIPHHSUT Mephl
NPeIOCTOPOKHOCTH Ha CJIydaii HSOXMIAHHOIO HalaJeHud. A
JyJllei 3al0uThl, YeM KaMeHHafd CTeHa C €QUHCTBEHHRIM
BXOIOM, Ha KOTOPHIH HAaleJicH OTHEMET, B HX NMOJOXCHHH H
TNPUAYMATb HENb3A.

Pu3 nocMmortpen Ha 4achl. [Ipomuto 4yTh Gonmbiie 4eThIpEX
YacoB MOCJIe ero pacCTaBaHUA ¢ AsAAIoWKoii Mwuwro. Yersipe
yaca — CpOK, KaK OKa3aJIoCh, BIIOJIHE JOCTAaTOYHBIHA, YTOOLI
YHUYTOXHUTD LEAbIA MUP.

— Pus, s xo9y nuth, — I'opAu MOTAHYJ ero 3a pykas.

Bona? U epa? B Mamuse Bcerna MMesicd HEMPUKOCHOBEH-
Hblit 3anac egbl. Ho xak Racuér Boani? [IpoBepHTS pe3epByap
HYXHO ObUTO cpa3y Xe €lli¢ YTPOM, HO B 3TOT I€Hb €r0 MBICIH
3aHUMaIM COBCEM JApYyTHE fAena.

' Pu3 BcTan Ha KOJIEHM Ha CHAEHbE, YTOOhI YBUIECTH ITOKa3a-
HUsA cy€Tuuka. EMKocTh 6bhUla HanoJIOBMHY 3allOJIHEHa, TO
€CTh MM NPHAETCH JOBOJLHO GepeXHOo pacXoAoBaTh 3amac
XUAKOCTH. XOTA B IDKYHIVISIX HMEIOTCS H APYTHE BO3MOXHOC-
TH BOCHOJIHHTBH pacXol BOABI, HM cJledyeT HMETb
HENPMKOCHOBEHHKII 3amac B pe3epByape Ha CJTydaii Henpen-
BHACHHBIX OOCTOSITEIBLCTB.

— 5 xo4yy nuth! — He orcraBan I'opam.

— Ceiiyac 1 mpuHecy. TH OcTaHEelILCA 34€Ch M CHOBA
BKJTIOYHM1LL 3BYKOBOM 5KpaH, KOTIa s BHIHIY, HO HUKYAA He
BLIXONH, MOHATHO?

IOHowma cHAN ¢ KpIouKa IUTACTMAcCOBYIO (yIsKKy M 3acy-
Hyn HOX 3a mosic. U canapuka, m I'opau ¢ KpymibiMH oT
VAMBNECHMA IVIa3aMH CJICAWIM 32 €ro NPUIOTOBJICHHAMH.

OH BBICKOJIL3HYJI M3 MalIMHHI, npobpayica Mexny AByMS
OTPOMHBIMM UIMIIAMM, TIOTOM OCTAHOBWICS, NPHCIYIINBAsACh
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M NPUHIOXKBAsACh. 1O, YTO OH cobGHpaJicd HCKATh, HE JOJDKHO
OBbLIO HAaXOOWTHCS C/IMUIKOM AajleKo. Pu3 oborHyn oguH M3
ABYX 3alllMLIABUIMX MAlIHHY CKAJIHCTBIX BBICTYTIOB H BCTYITHI
B CYMpauYHBlil cepo-3eJIEHBI MHp IXYHIJIeH, ero GOTHMHKH
NPOBAIMBAJIKCH HA HECKOJIBKO AIOINMOB B MATKYIO 3€MJIIO.

IIpoMenbKHYIO Kakoe-To NpH3payHoe CYLIECTBO C TAKUMH
6GleAHBLIMH, TOYTH COBEPLUEHHO NPO3pavyHbLIMH KPBUIBSIMH,
YTO HUKTO H3 3eMJISH-OHOJIOTOB 1O CHX NOp HE CMOT onpeje-
JINTb, K KaKOMY KJIacCy e€ro OTHECTH: K NTHLaAM HIH
HEBEPOATHBIX pa3MepoB HaceKOMbIM. PH3 3acTbuI Kak cTarTyH,
cnens 3a ero noiéroM. M obmeryéHHo paccnadbwics, Koraa
3TOT KpbUIaThIH NMPH3paK ycesics Ha pacTeHHe JIyKooOpa3Hoit
dopmMb1, 06BHBaBLIEE, KAK BHHOTpaqHas JIo3a, KpeIKHii CTBOJI
LIIMITOBHKA.

OTO AOXEH OBITh LIMIOBHK, MeYajJbHO NoayMan Pus,
OlICHMBasi Ha IVla3 pacCTOssHHE MeXAy 3eMJIEH M Bblouleicsa
no3oii. K cuacTtsio, 310 IepeBo ObUTO yXe CTapbIiM, H NIO3TOMY
MeXNY TEMHBIMH (PMOJICTOBBIMH LIMIIAMH OCTaBAIMChH TIPH-
J4YHBIe NpocBeThl. OH BIOJIHE MOXET NPOOPaThCA TaM, XOTA
HaBepHSKA 3TO OKAXETCS HE TaKHUM YX IIPOCTHIM JAEJIOM.
3axaB 3y6aMH Jie3BHe HOXa M 3acCyHyB ¢Ary non pyoauiky,
Pu3 ocropoxHo B3sICA NaibLaMH 33 3TH YycTpallalolive
LUIMIIbI ¥ TIOATSATHBAJ ce0s1 HaBepX, NOKa He YXBAaTWICA OQHOI
PYKOJi 3a JI03y COBCEM PsIIOM C JIYKOBKOIA.

B6iu3H cTano SCHO, 4TO 3TO pacTeHHMe He ObUIO 4acThio
JIo3bl, a Napa3UTUPOBAIO Ha HEM, IPOHUKHYB B CTBOJI KOpHSI-
mu. JlykoBuua wHMena wmapoobpa3Hyio ¢opMy H
danTacTHyeckor popMbl TUCTBY PHONETOBOIO LBETA, YEM-TO
HaNlOMMHAIOUIYI0 BOJIOCHI, KOTOphle POCJH B HIKHEH ero
yacTd. Cpeu NMCThEeB NMOKA3AIOCh KphUlaToe INpH3pavyHoe
CYLUECTBO M TYT Xe B NaHHKe YNOpXHYJio. PU3 oaHoli pykoii
clenal HOXOM Hanpe3 cOOKy JykoBHLbI. PHoneToBhlie Bo-
JIOCKH NPHUITOAHSUIMCH, 00XBaThIBas ero 3amsictee. Ho 1oHoma
He obpalllajl Ha 3TO HHKAKOIO BHMMaHHA, 3Had, YTO Y HEro
BbIpaboTaH MMMYHHTET K i1y, KOTOPBIii T€ BIPLICKHBAJIH MY
non Koxy.
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CHoBa 3axaB HoX 3ybaMu, Pu3 Kpenko nmprokasn ropiblii-
Ko Giry K AbIpe, NMpoAeNaHHOi# MM B JYKOBHLIE, M30 BCeX
CWI BIaBJIHMBasg €MKOCTb B MAKOTHL IUIo4a. ToT crumollwics
1o/l 3THUM JaBjleHHeM, ¢HOIeTOBLIE HUTH GECCHIBHO NMTOHHK-
JIM BOKPYT ITyCTOI 00ONIOYKH, a8 XHUIKOCTb, KOTOpas IO 3TOT0
colepXajach BHYTPH lliapa, BHTeKi1a Bo ¢usry. Pu3 cnpsir-
HYJ1 Ha 3eMJII0 — Temepb Y Hero ObUI MOPsOCYHBIA 3amac
NHUTHA.

Haszan oH Bo3Bpallajics NMoia3KoM, HOTaMH Briepél, YToObI
BETKOM CTHpaTh 3a cobaqif clieibl, OCTaBIeHHbIE paHblle ero
6otuHKaMH. K cyacThio, MsITKas 3eMJisl JIETKO IOJJaBajach
ycwiHsM IoHowin. U BOT OH cHOBa B poJuUiepe, Te €ro ¢
HeTeprnieHHEeM OXMAAIH OeTd. HanmouB MX, oH 3amymaics, a
€CTb JIM Y caJlapMKM HMMyHHUTeT. [opau He yrpoxasna omac-
HOCTh 3a00J1eThb OT MECTHBIX BHPYCOB, KaK M OT YKYCOB
6GonblIHHCTBA HaceKOMBIX. Ho 6bUIH JIM 3TOMY MaJleHbKOMY
HMHOIUIAHETHOMY CYILECTBY CA€Jat.bl XOTh KaKHe-TO NPUBHB-
KH, WIH, MOXET, Y HHX OCYLIECTRAACTCS HeKMii reHeTHYeCKHUit
KoHTpons? EMy ocTaBanock TONLKO HANEAThCSH, YTO OH 6bUI
IpaB.

CajlapMKa OXOTHO BBHINTWIA COK, H OH CHOBa NONpPoSoB2J
NOroBOpUTh ¢ Hel Ha bBalicuke. OgHaKo [OEeBOYKA BHOBbB
HHMYEro He OTBETWIA, XOTS M BHHUMATEJIbHO BC/IyLIMBajlach B
€ro cjoBa. Pu3 Jaxe mogyMan, 9To €C/IM cajlapuka ¥ NMOHH-
MaeT, YTO OH TOBOPHUT, BO3MOXHO, OHa IIPOCTO HE B COCTOSIHUHU
Pa3’roBapUBaTh Ha OOBIYHOM MEX3BE3THOM S3bIKe.

Ho Temepp oHa mo3BoiWia IOHOLIE HCCIEAOBAaTh CBOIO
paHeHy1O pyKy. KpoBoTeueHHe OCTAaHOBWIOCH, M paHa Ka3a-
Jacy gucroil. Korga xe 3eMJISHHH TOMNBITAICS 3a/IeIUTh €€
IUIacThIpEM, OHAa PE3KO MOKayajla IoJIOBOM M BLIPBaJiach,
CHOBa NMpPUHABILIKNCh METOAWYHO JIM3aThb pPaHy SA3bIKOM. Pu3
Jorajaics, YTo B HMX IUIEMEHHM NPHUHSTO TaKUM OOpa3om
JIeYuTh paHbl. Y ydiie He BMeLIMBaThCcs, TEM DoJee, 4TO TO,
YTO NPUMEHAET OOMH Hapol, HE Bceraa MOAXOOMT APYTOMY.

— ITouyemy MBI ocTaéMca 3mech, Pu3? — TpeGoBaTenbHO
cnpocun lN'opau. — Ecnu MaMa ¥ nama XIyT Hac B BepTOJ€Te
B ropax, s1 xo4y HeMeIJIEHHO OTIpaBUTLCA Tyna!
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— Jlo HacTYTUIEHMS TEMHOTBI HaM HUKYZa HeJb3s OTIIPaB-
NAThCA, — OTBeTWI Pu3, npu3biBas Ha NOMOIUbL BCE CBOE
TepnieHHe. IIpoBecTH B TeCHOM MalllMHE OCTaBLIYIOCS YacTh
IHA 6yoeT HeNErKUM JenoM Kak A [opau, Tak, HasepHoe,
M Ana pebéHKa-caapuxu. Ho OHH He MOIYyT PHCKOBaTb H
MOKUHYTh Ge3omacHoe ybexyue. Hackompko MoxHO ObITh
OTKPOBEHHEIM ¢ ManbuukoM? Otell Pu3a Bcerma BEN cebs ¢
HUM, KaK CO B3pOCJBIM, HO Belb OH pabotan B Cmyx6e
PasBenxu.

Korma yMepna ero MaTh, Pu3 ObL1 4yTh cTapiue, 4eM
ceityac I'opau, HoO yXe ycres NOXUTh B ABYX MOCEJEHHUIX Ha
HeNaBHO OTKpHITHIX IUaHeraX. Kak Obl TO HM 6buto, Pu3
NMpOAOJ/IXaJl COMPOBOXAaTh CBOErO OTLIA BO BCEBO3MOXHBIX
IyTeNIECTBUSAX, NTOKA eMy He MCTIOTHWIOCH ABEHAILAaTh JIET, H
OH He NoCTYynuil B AKageMHIO.

Crieunanu3alis B CEMbAX TEXHHUYECKHUX pPabGOTHUKOB HO-
CTMIJIa TaKoil CTenmeHM, KOraa JAeTH obpedeHBl OnIIHU
3aHUMAaThCA TEM Xe IeJIOM, YTO U MX POaUTeENH. BoT noyemy
Pu3s Gonblue Bcero crpajan OT lueMsAlleil TOCKH, Koraa
noktop Haiinep 3abpan ero M3 AkageMHM H IOIBITAICH
cliesaTh U3 HEro NMpocToro KojoHucTa. OH He MOT COIMIaCHThb-
cs1 C MUTaeMbIM ASAIOLIKOH MIWIO OTBpallieHHeM K OCHOBHBIM
nonoxeHusiM Crnyx6p1 Paszpeaxu. Kak pa3 nosromy oH HH-
KOrja He NpHU3HaeT, YTo oTKphiTHe Ciryx60it PazBeaku HOBBIX
IUTAaHET BeJET JIMUIbL K YBEJAHMYEHHMIO KOJOHHAILHOIO THETa
HMnepuu M yBekoBe4uBaeT TO, 4yTo goKrop Haiimep M ero
TOBapUlLIM CYUTAIOT NAryOHbLIM acNeKTOM FaJlaKTHYeCKOH 3K-
CnaHcuu 3eMJIH.

Ho T'opau Obu1 M3 ceMbH NoOceJICHLUEB U OTHOCHTEILHO
MeHee KPeMNoK U MeHbllle NIOATOTOR/IEH K NOAOGHBIM COOBITH-
AM. JloCTaTOYHO JIH JIETKO MaJIbYHMK OTXOAHUT OT HENPHATHBIX
NnepeXuBaHUH WIN BCE Xe BOCTIOMMHAHUA 6ymyT moaro My-
YHTb €ro, AaXe ecIM UM yOacTcs CMacTHCh?

— Ecnu MbI oTnpaBMMcs npsiMo ceifdyac, To KPOKM MOTYT
3aMeTHUTb Hac, — IMOnbITalcd PH3 OOBSICHHUTHD NMONOXEHHE
e,
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— Tol He DODKeH Ha3bIBaTh MX KPOKAMHM, — HAaCTABUTEIb-
Ho nonpaBui ero l'opau. — D10 ockopOHUTENB HOE NPO3BHIIIE.

OckopbutenbHoe mnposBuie! /la, BepHO, TaK CUUTAIH B
nocénke. Pu3 HerepnenuBo Haxmypun oposu. Kak xe emy
3aX0TeNIOCh, YTOOBI aJMHUHHCTPATUBHBIC IJIaBbl IOCEJIEHUM
OKa3IHCh OBl PSIIOM ¢ HUM M YBHIENH BCE, YTO NMPOMU3OILILIO
3]1€Ch BCETO TpHU-YeThipe Yaca Ha3aj. KoHeyHOo, HHKTO — Yy
KOTO B IoJIoBe HMeeTcs XOTA Obl KpymnMila 3paBoro cMbicia
— HeE CTaHeT HaMEPEHHO OCKOpOIATh HMKAKYIO ApYTYIO pa-
3YMHYIO HHOIUIAaHEeTHYI0 pacy. Ho B noceneHHsIX NpoBogUiIach
Hiconorudeckass oo6paboTka M IocnoACTBOBajla AOKTPHHA,
OTMETAIoIIAA MpOoYb NMPHCYILIYIO JIOASM OCTOPOXHOCTb NIPH
NOSIBJIEHUM HEU3BECTHBIX (haKTOpOB, COIIACHO KOTOpOH He-
OONBIINM I'PEXOM CYHTAJNIOCH M3YdYEeHHE JNOOBIX MOOYXIEeHUH
M NIOCTYNIKOB Ty3eMLeB. PU3 mpeamnosnarai, 4ro To, YTO Ipo-
HM301IUIO 3A€Ch, TNMOJUTHKHA CMOTYT KaK-TO OOBACHUTL H
OTIpPaBaTh, YTOOLI YCIIOKOUTH BCEX, HO TOJBKO HE MOrMOIINX
— MOTUOLTAX MYYHTEIHbHOH CMEpTBHIO.

- Xopouo, TyzeMiuml, — cornacwica Pus. — Fopny, sto
OYeHb BAXHO: Ty3eMIIbl 6oble He mob6aT Hac. Ecnu oum Hac
YBUAAT, TO YOBIOT.

— HWMeHHO 3T0 M ropopwi ITaTpyabHBI MO KOMMYHHKA-
TOpY?

— Bor uMeHHo, — moarBepaun Pus.

— 4 xouy K mMaMe u nane! — lopau ympsamo cxain ryGel,
HO Ternepb OHH APOXasH.

— Tlocnywaii, uX HeT 30ech! — B OTYaSHMH BOCKIHKHYII
Pus. OH noHuMan, YTo CEroqHAIHUIA JEHD CTAT 111 MATbYH-
Ka JHEM IOTPSACEHMi, U yXe IpocTo TOT (aKT, YTO OHH OO
CHX IOp XKHUBBI, MHOTOE 3HayHuT. XOTHA, MoJYa IOMNpaBill OH
cebs, T'opan npocTo elE He B COCTOSHHH OCO3HATh 3TO.

— Houybio MBI BKTIOYHM CHCTEMY NEPEABHKEHHA C MO~
MOUIBIO NMPLEKKOB M NOIPHIraéM B HanpaBJieHHH TUIAHTAIHH
Pexcynos. A Teneps no3Bosns MHE NOCTABUTD «KYXCKAIKY», H
NonbiTalicss BMECTe C CaIapHKOH HEMHOXKO ITOCIAaTh.

— HoyHoe mnyremecTtBue, — 3agyMuMBOo mpo6opMOTAT
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Topnu. — W npsokku Bcio Houb. Moxert, Pu3, HaM moBes€T
H Mbl YBHIHM BO3AYLUIHOTO ApakoHa?

— [ait-to 6or! Ho Thl He YBUAMLID HH OOHOIO BO3AYLIHO-
ro apaxoKa, €CJM He OTOCHHIIbCA TakK, 4YTOOBI
npo6oAPCTBOBATS BCIO HOYb, — PHU3 ¢ pagocTsio yxBaTwics 3a
MEPBYIO Xe€ BO3MOXHOCTb YBECTH Pa3roBOp B CTOPOHY.

OH paccTeql ABa ofesia Ha MoOJIy B 0araXxHoM oThene-
HHM, Ja1 OeTAM ell€ TMOMHTh M YCTaHOBWI HeOOIbLIYIO
«XKYXOKAIKY», KOTIa-TO HCIIOIb30BaBUIYIOCA M1 YCIIOKOCHHA
TOJILKO YTO NONHMaHHBIX XHBOTHLIX H TIOTPYXEHHS MX B COH.
IOHoma ¢ obieryeHHeM YBHAEN, YTO HAEBOYKA, NMOXOXeE, C
yIOBOJILCTBHEM Mnocienosana npuMepy l'opau. Cam Pus yc-
TPOWICS Ha KpaelllKe BOAMTEJIBLCKOIO CHIAEHHs, IOJOXHMB Ha
KOJIECHO MarHHTOpOH, — €AUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTAJIOCh Y HETO
OT mnepHoaa XHU3HHU C OTLOM.

Kommanaep Tait Hajinep Huxoraa He 6s1Ban Ha HMiukype.
Ho oH mony4ms cooTBETCTBYIOL[YIO NOATOTOBKY M MOT 06-
1aThCsSl C CaMbIMM Pa3HOOOpPa3HBIMH MHOIUIaHeTSHaMH. K
JIMYHbIE 3alTHCH, KOTOPhbIe OCTAIMCH IOciie CMepTH odHLiepa,
CTaJ i HACTOSIIUM COKDOBHMILEM IJIS €ro CuiHa. B 3THX seH-
Tax KoMMaHAep o6o0uiwi Bechb OIBIT CBoed doiaroil u
ycneluHoi Kapbepbl. PH3 HaXal Ha KHONKY M IpOM3HEC
KJIIOYEBBIE CJIOBA, YTOOBI MOJYYUTDh TAKyIO HYXHYIO eMy celi-
yac MHOpMaALUIO: «IKYHIJIH, aOGOpHreHbl, GercTBo» — H
NoJoXaajl, NOKa B €ro CO3HaHWMH He BO3HMK CKaHHUPYIOUIMMA
JIyd.

UYepes naTHaauaTh MMHYT OH BBIKIIOYMWI MarHuTodoH. Ta
HHdopMalvs, KoTopas ObUla NepeaaHa B €ro MO3T, JaBaja He
CITUILIKOM MHOro. XoTsd oAHa-OBe HAEH...

— ITayuwuii rima3, — THXo MOBTOPHWI OH BCIyX. — Eciu Bam
NMPEICTOUT CpaXaThCA C MAYKOM, Bbl JOJDKHBI NMOIMBITATLCS
B3IJISIHYTh HAa MUP €ro IVla3aMM, AyMaThb, KaK OH, NpeaBHIETh
€ro aTakH, NnpeAcTaBiiasa ceba Ha ero Mecre.

BMecTo maykoB B JaHHOM ciTydae GBUIM KPOKH, M TeNeph
Pu3 NoDKEH NOMNBITAThCA AYMaTh, KaK JyMAlOT KPOKH, YTOGBI
MPEB30OWTH HMX, ¥ 3TO OLUIO JOBOJLHO CJIOXHOM 3anayeif, HO
APYTOro BbIXOJa U3 cOo3AaBlUCKCS CHTyallHH OH He BHIEI.
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A 4TO OH BOOOlIEe 3HaeT O KpPOKaX OT TeX, YTO oOydalInch
B nocénke? Mx oOluecTBO pa3fesicHO Ha TPHU pa3HbIX Kjacca
CJIYTH, BBLITIOJIHAIOLINE CaMyIO TSKENYI0 paboTy, NMpaBUTEIH H
OXOTHHKM. MOXHO HayyMThbCA LIENKaOLIeH peuH KpokoB. Ho
HHM OMH WHOIUIAHETAHUH He obsajaeT COCOOHOCTBIO Tesle-
raTHYeCKoro o6MeHa MBIC/SIMM, a KPOKHM, KaK XOOST CIYXH,
— HMMCIOT TaKOM map.

Jla, MOXHO ObUIO KO€e-4TO y3HaTh O BULZUMBIX IPOSIBJIEHU-
X XU3HENEATEIBHOCTH KPOKOB: O phibaKax Ha nobepexbe,
OXOTHMKAX B OXYHIVIAX, WIM TeX HEMHOIMX H30paHHBIX,
MOJyYMBLINX 0Opa3oBaHMe Ha APYTHX IUIAHETaX M y3HaBUIMX
O NOCTIDKEHUSIX raJlaKTHYecKoii uuBwin3auuu. Ho Ha camoM
JieJie HHYero He ObUTO H3BECTHO O TOM, YTO NMPOHCXOAUT IOX
MOKAaTHIMH YepernaMH KpPOKOB, C BUAY HallOMHHAIOLINX Iojio-
Bol penTiuii. Jla, NMOHATb, KaK MCMOJIL30BaTh IPHHLMI
May4bero Ijasa B JAHHOM cJiy4ae, — 3aJaya MOYTH Hepa3spe-
wuMas. Ho pna Cayx6s1 PasBenku He cyllecTBYIOT clioBa
«Hepa3pellMMblii» M «HEeBO3MOXHLIH».

Pu3 3axkpbin m1a3a M NMOMNBITANCH BCIIOMHHTD TO, Y€MY €TI0
YYWIH... €C/TH OBl TOJILKO Y Hero 6o Gosblue 3HaHHIt! OH
HaXoOWICA B MNOJIOXCHHH 4YeJOBEKa, KOTOpPOMY MNpHKAa3aiu
TMOCTPOUTh KOCMHYECKUI1 Kopabib, BHIAAIH TMOJMHBIA CIIHMCOK
HEOOXOAMMBIX MaTepPHAJIOB, HO JaJH TOJLKO caMble Hayailb-
Hble OCHOBbl HHXECHEPHBIX 3HaHMH. OH COCPENOTOYEHHO
CTal MPEACTAaBNATh, O YEM Xe MOIYT AyMaTh H KaK peuajor
CBOH npo6iieMnl KpOKH, B NOMNLITKE NOHATD, YTO MPOHUCXOAMNT
NoJ 1eplaBoii, NOKPHITOi NMAaHLBLIPpEM KoiKei, paccMaTpHBas
BCE CKBO3b «MAy4Hil I1a3», YTOOBI NPEABOCXUTHUTD ACHCTBHA,
KOTopble NpeaAnpUMYT KPOKH NMPOTHB Oernelos...

M cHoBa Pu3 npobynwics, MCNBIThHIBaS TPEeBOIy H3-3a
OTCYTCTBMSI MPHBBIMHBIX 3BYKOB, KaK H HECKOJIBKHUMH YacaMH
paHee, yrpoM. 3ByKoBoii 3kpaH! Ero pyka caMa noTsaHysachk
K HYXHOH KHOIKe Ha npubGopHoi naHenyu. Heyxenu BbilUia
H3 CTposi cHcTeMa MnojayH 3HEprHH poJsuiepa?

Ho eaBa Tonbko ero maneu npuKocHyNCS K KHOMKe, KaK
CHOBa BO3HMKIIA cnabas Br6panusa. Her, ¢ cucTeMoli nogayn



3HeprMH Bc€ B MOpsAAKe, NPOCTO OHa ObUIa OTKIIOYEHA.
Fopau! Pu3 mocmelmlHo MNOBepHyJcd M OpocHn B3I/AA B
6araxmoe oTAe/cHHE 3a BOAMTEILCKHUM chaeHHeM. Ho Fopau
JieXasl TaM, PacTAHYBLUHCh BO BeChb POCT C LIMPOKO packH-
HYTBIMM pyKaMH H HoraMu. lopau Obin1 TaM... HO
JIeBoYyKa-cajapHka yuuia!

Kax ona ysuana? XoTd, KOHEYHO, OHa X€ BuUAena, KakK
T'opawu yripas:isii 3ByKGBbIM 9KpaHOM. Ho noyeMy oHa yGexa-
Jla — IocJie TOTO Kak Ioeja 4 BhiMWwia cok? Pu3 nokopmun
ZeTeil, obneryuB HAMOJIOBUHY coaepxumMoe ¢uaru. Ara, ¢pnda-
TH TOXC HE OCTAIOCh, KAK H OCTPOTH, KOTOopasd Jiexaja B
JajbHEM Yray 6araxxHoro oTaejicHusd... — Bojia U opyxue. Mx
©6ercTBO MOJDKHO ObUIO C/ICOOBATh ONIPSACIEHHOMY MOPSAAKY
nevictBuid. HeyxXenn AeBodYka oTimpaBWIach oOpaTHO, YTOORI
pa3bICKaTh OCTAILHLIX WICHOB cBoeH ceMbu? B0 S6pUIa caMas
BeposiTHasi NpHYHHA, IGYEMy cajlapMKa peilliiach OTNpa-
BUTBCA B JAXYHIJIH.

Pu3 nouecan n106. OHa He MoIVIa YHTH CAHMLIKOM JJIEKO.
OTKIIOYHB 3BYKOBOii 3KpaH, OHAa NOTPCBOXWWIA €[O0 COH.
Kaxas nons BpoXAEHHOH CIIOCOOHOCTH HaXOAWTb ITyTh HO-
MOii, mpucyliel e€ KOLIaYbHM TMpelKaM, Iepenajoch ei?
XBaTHT M AeBYYHIKE HHCTHHKTA, YTOOBI IPOBECTH €€ CKBO3b
IXyHM K daxkropun? Hukorna oHa He chxenaetr 3Toro!
JIXKYHIIM He NpeACTaBISAI0T ONACHOCTHM, TOJBLKO KOTKAa Thl
HIEUIb BMECTE C OXOTHHMKOM; JI000H HHOIUIAHETIHHH HOJI-
XKEH ITyTelieCTBOBaTh Ha MallliHe, CHaOXKEHHOH MHOXECTEOM
CaMbIX M3OLIPEHHBIX 3alLMTHRIX YCTPOICTB U NnpubopoB 06-
HapyXeHHs, Hanofobue pouiepa, Ha KOTOPOM IiepejiBHTAJIUCh
OHH CaMH.

Ho xax Xxe eMy BBICIEAMTh 3Ty MAaJCHBKYIO CaJIapHKY,
KoTopasl, 110 Bceii BHIMMOCTH, BOBCE He XOYeT OBbITh HaiiAeH~
HOMH, a BeAb TYT NOOIM3OCTH THICSYH YKPOMHBIX MECT, IHe
MOXHO 3aTauTbca? W OH BHAEN ONHH-eIMHCTBEHHBIH OTBET,
B KOTOPOM K COXAaJICHHIO TaW1ach ONACHOCTD UL BCeX HHX —
HEeo6XOAMMOCTD MCIIONIb30BaHUA YYBCTBHTEILHOTO AETEKTOPA
HX poiiepa, KOTOpblii Mor oOHapyXuTh Jl00Oe pa3yMHoe
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xuBoe cyiecTBo. Ceifgac 3TO yCcTPOCTBO ObLUIO HACTPOEHO
HAa KPOKOB, HO €10 MOXHO JIeTKO NepeHaJaAuTh Ha TIOHCK
CaJlapHKH.

Pu3 HaxJIOHWICS BRiep€N M Hadal H3y4yaTh WIKATy NMpubo-
pa. Tor 6bUT HacTpOEH Ha MO3TOBOE M3/TyYEeHHE KPOKOB, KaK
HECKOJILKO MecSlleB paHee €ro YCTAaHOBWI BHkkepH, YTOORI
CJIeIUTh 3a MpeCiIeNYIOUIMMHU 3Beps MEIINMH OXOTHUKAMHU. A
KaKoe NOJDKHO OLITh M3NydyeHHe y canapukoB? bauskoe K
yenoBeYecKoMy, npeanosoxun Pus. Kpoxu 6su1u penrrwiuns-
MH; CallapUKd — MJICKOINHUTAIOIUMY, TETUIOKPOBHLIMU H
HMHOIUIAHETHBIMHM cyliecTBaMH. OH ¢ 6eCKOHEYHOH OCTOpOX-
HOCTBIO CTaJl BpalllaTh PY4YKY HACTpOHKH, U BCKOpe cepile
€ro Bo30yXIéHHO 3aKojloTwioch. Ha axpaHe nosiBiwiach Kpo-
XOTHasA BCMbIXMBawollasg To4ka. OH MOXET HCNOJb30BaTh
JIETEKTOp, XOTS 3TO O3HAa4YaeT, YTO HX pojUlepy NpHIAETCH
NOKHHYTh CBOE yOexulle.

Pu3 BKIIOYMI ABHraTeNnb M OBICTPO NepeBEN B3MIAN C
3KpaHa 0630pa Ha 1uKany aetekropa. Touka 3aMepliana yaiie,
3aTeM HemoABYXHO 3aMepya. OH 3acék HanpariaeHue. Crne-
JOBAJIO €XaTh OT KAMEHHBIX CKAJI MO N0JIOroMY CKJIOHY INPSIMO
K ¢pakTopuu. Ecnu Obl OHM TOJNBKO CMOIVIM TIOTOBOPHUTh Ha
ONHOM f3bIKe, OH Obl pa3bICHWI AEBYOHKE TIpO3flyI0 MM
omnacHocThb... Ceifyac OH NMOHHUMAaJI, YTO PeGEHOK ObLT YBEpEH
B CBOEM MOXMLIEHWH, YTO €€ CWIOil 3abpas OT pOOHOIO
IeMeHH. Bo3aMoOXHO, MOCKOJIBKY cajlapuKa ObLia AeBOYKOM,
OHa MOYTH He oOluajJach C HHOIUVIAHETAHAMH, INO3TOMY H
nocyuraia, yro Pu3 u 'opau 3ao0qHO ¢ HanaBUIMMH KPpOKaMu!

Teneps, Korma 3eMISHUH YCTAHOBWJI HalpaB/IeHME, OH
MOT NOMNKITaThCA CAEJATh €lUE Koe-4To. PH3 BKIIOUWI cHUCTe-
My NPEDKKOB, YTOOBI HE NIPOAMPATLCS CKBO3b PACTHUTEILHOCTD,
M nepenpaBwi MalUMHY Ha cepeiIMHY PeyYyKH, TaK 4YTO BOJa
3abypnuia BOKpyYT ryceHuL. OHH OKa3aNiCh BIiepeaH GeIIsAH-
KM, XoT MrHOBeHHMeM paHblie ObUTM no3aagu. Temepb oHa
AoJXHa 6bUTa caMa BBIMTH K HMM.

OnHaxo 3Toro He npousouwio. Pu3 Haxmypuncga. Touka Ha
luxane npubopa He nepeMelnanack. Canapuka oé‘ﬂananau Ha
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oaHoM Mecte. OHa YTo, YBHIEJIA HMX IPLDKOK M IOTOMY
pellinia CrpsTaTecd M 060XIaTh, MIOKA OHU HE OTIpPaBATCA
nanpiue? IlpokinaTbe, OHU HE MOTYT TPaTUTh BpeMsl Ha INoJo-
6Hble Mrpel. M1 TyT oH BcnoMHWI o lopau. Pu3 orxmiodmn
«KYXOKaJIKy» H, TIPOTAHYB PYKY, BCTPSIXHYJ MaJb4yHKa.

Bcero HeckonbKo CEKyHA NoTpeGoBayoch, yTobwl T'opau
Bcé noHs1. Ilocne Yero oH NpHHsUICS BHUMATEJIbHO pasIiisg-
IObIBaTh CKJIOH, Iie poC TYCTOM KYCTapHMK, U C COMHEHHEM
nokayaj roJIOBOH.

— 5 He noHuMalo, Pu3, KakuM o6pazoM MOXHO OOHapy-
XHUTb €€ TaM. 3[1eCh CTOJIBKO YKPOMHBIX MeCT.

— Ham nomoxeT Halue o6oHsIHHe, — Pu3 BbIOpasics U3
MallIMHbI, TIOYTH IO KOJIEHO MOTpY3HBLIMCH B BOAY, NMOTOM
nepeHéc I'opau U3 pojuiepa Ha 6eper. — Benab y He€ xe mo-
npeXHeMy Ha Togce Naxydyude Meiloyku... Hy-ka, BIOXHHU
3T0! — OH M caM, BTSSHYB HOCOM MHTAJISUMOHHBIN MOPOILLOK,
OMIYLIMTEJIBHO YMXHYJI, @ Ha MajJb4MKa 3TOT Ipenapar Mo-
JeiiCTBOBaJI ell€ CWIbHee.

— MHe 6onbHO! — noxayoBanca I'opau, NMPUHABIIKCH
3HEPTUYHO TEPETh HOC TBUILHOM CTOPOHOM IrpsA3HOM JIaJOHMU.

- — Ceiiyac Bc€ mpoilnér, — obonpwi Manpinka Pus. —
Cncnan HECKOJBKO ITy6oKHX BIOXOB, ['opau, — MHraisauus
OKa3bIBa€T TOJILKO BPEMEHHOE BO3AEHCTBUE M €€ Henb3d
MCIIO/IB30BaTh B TE€YEHHE HECKONbKMX 4YacoB. Ho Temeps,
KOTZa MX OGOHSHHE TaK YCHIWIOCH, CaNapuKy 6GyneT ropasno
npolie OTHICKATh N0 apoMaTy €€ OoxeXm.

OHH BMecTe HayaJli NMOXHUMAThecA Mo cKiIoHy. [opan Bcé
elé pacTHpan HOIOUIMIA Hoc. BHe3amHO OH mocMoOTpen Ha
CBOEIO CITyTHHKA.

— 5 Mory 4yBCTBOBaTb 3allaxy M ApPYTHE BELIM... caMble
pasanyHble!

OO6OHsIHYe, TOYTH He pa3sBUTOE B TEeYEHHE 3BOJIOLHH
9e/I0BEYECKOM packl, KOHEYHO, CTAJI0O HE HAaCTOJIBKO OCTPBIM,
KaK Y OOBIYHOIO XHBOTHOIO, HO BCE-TAKH CHJIbHee, 4YeM
paHblie. M 3eMsissHaM MNoOBe3No ¢ BETEPKOM, KOTODHIi AyN B
HX CTOPOHY, — CO CKJIOHa XoJiMa. Kak pa3 ¢ Toro Mecra, rae
JoJDKHa 6bUIa CKpLIBAaThCS HMX OeIVIsTHKA.
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— Ciona! — Topau mnpLirHyn BhnpaBo, YNajl Ha OOHO
KOJIEHO M CHOBa MoJie3 BBepX. PU3 mocienoBan 3a HUM.

Manpunk Obu1 npaB. BeTepok NHpHHEC TOT Xe caMblif
3anax, KOTOpbIi OKpyXay ux B MaunHe. OHa Obuia rac-to
psanoM. Ho x yncToMy apoMaTy TpaB A00aBWIOCh M KOE-YTO
JIpYyToe — BOHb, KOTOpast BOBCE HE MOXOAWIA Ha AYLIMCTBIA
sanax. «Kpox!» — noranasics Pu3 U HeMelJIEHHO OCTaHOBIJI
lopau.

OH Kpenko AepXas Majlb4yuka, rmy0oOKO BAbIXas BO3AYX.
Bcé BepHO, 34eCch CMEIUAJIHCh 3aMaxy cajlapMKM H KPOKOB.
Ho BoHb KpOKOB 6bL1a KaKOi-TO BHIBETPHUBLIEHCS, faIeKO He
Takoi CWIBI, KaK B nocénke. TaM Bcé sarmywian 3amnax
BO30YXAEHHBIX KPOKOB, a 31€Chb, NOOIN30CTH, SBHO HHKOIO
M3 HMX He ObUto. Pu3 ormyctun lopan, HO MajabyHK He
LLeBEJIbHYJICS.

— A pasnuyalo... — Hayaja 6bU10 OH, M Pu3 KMBHYII.

— Ha, HO 3TO NaBHUILUHUM 3anax, HAaBepHOe, BUEPalllHUIA.
IMouu...

Pu3 npobpanca ckBo3p KYCTapHMK H OKa3aics MNepen
TEMHOIt AbIpoif B 3eMie. OH BCKPHKHYJI, OpOCHIICA HMYKOM
Ha 3eMJIIO, a 3aTeM NpOMNo3 BNEPER H NMOCMOTpEN BHU3, B
OXOTHHYBIO 3aMaAHIO, BHIPHITYIO VIl NOHMKH OTPOMHBIX 3Be-
peii, KoTophie Ui MECTHBIX XHUTeNeH SRIUTHCh H3BICKAHHBIM
JeTHKATECOM.

B siMe GbLI0 TEMHO, A€BOYKA-CAIApHKA CBOMM HeGONMBIIMM
BECOM MOYTH HE pa3pylLIWIa BEPXHIOI 4acTh JIOBYIIKH. Pu3
npencraBwi ce6e, KaKk oHa Gexasa BHH3 K 3TOMy Ha NepBLIi
B35 6e30MIacCHOMY MECTY, HO YTOAWIa B 3aMaCKHPOBaHHYIO
JIOBYLIKY.

HeBouka 6bL1a TaM, B CaMOM HM3Y, M CTOSU1a, IPHXABLIKCh
K cTeHe, a U3 pyKu e€ TeKiIa KpoBb — KoXa ObUla cierka
060/1paHa OCTpBIM KOJIOM, YCTAHOBTIEHHBIM TPSIMO M0 LIEHTDY
sMbl. CriaBa 6ory, oHa oTAenaiach ellé NOBOMBHO Jerko. Eé
XENThle IM1a3a CBETWINCh B TEMHOTE, KOTJa OHa CMOTpEJa Ha
HETO, YyTh CHABIIIHO MOCTAHLIBad.

— lopau! — Pu3 nosepHyN roJioBy, OCTOPOXHO OTIOJ3as

37



OT KXpad 3Toi onacHoii JoByurku. Kpoxu Beersa moakansiBa-
JIM Kpas TakHMX AM, 9To0bl noMelnath OercTBy NMONaBLIKX B
JIOBY1UKY 3Bepeii. CBOMM BecOM OH MOT BBI3BaTh €HIE OJHH
‘©00BaJI, ¥ TOTAAQ Bce OHH OKAXYTCS M3 JIOBYLIKE, U3 KOTODOii
MM HE BLIGPaThCS, TOKA He MOSABHTCS KPOK-OXOTHHUK. Emy
npunérca Tenepbh noMorarb I'opau Ha paccCTOSTHMH.

— Ona TaM, BHH3Y?

Pu3 xuBHYN ¥ cTan BLAEPTHBaTh U OpocaTh B Kydy KOPHH
KycTapHuKa Han saMoil. KopHu 6bUiM ONMHHHBIE H Kpenkue,
HO OOBOJLHO JIETKO BLIAEPTMBAIMCH, KOTAa OH OTPLIBAJI
CBA3BIBAIOLIME CTEONN ycHKH. M3 HMX MoXHO OyneT cruiecTH
BepEBKY, a Bc€ octanbHoe lopau caenaer noa pyKoBOACTBOM
Pusa.

I'naea wemsepmasa

Pu3s peicrBoBan 6nicTpo. OcBo60AMB KOPHH OT 3eMJIH, OH
HayaJl CIUIeTaTh UX MaJIECHbKUMU OOKOBRIMH YCHXaMH, TIOKA Y
HEro He oKa3ajicsi TPOCHK M3 CBSI3aHHBLIX MeXAY coGoif Kyc-
KOB, JOCTaTOYHO KPENKMit, 4ToOK BelmepxkaTh Bec I'opan. OH
TIOIPO6HO OOBICHII MaJIBYMKY, YTO HYXHO CAEJaTh, H 3acTa-
BUJI ero NBaxXnbl OOBsA3aThCY 3TOH MMIIPOBU3HPOBAHHOM
Bepépkoii. K obneryerHuio Puza l'opan okasancs criocoGHBEIM
YYEHUKOM U €My He HYXHO ObLiOo ABaKAbl NOBTOPATD, YTO M
KaK cJenyeT AeNaTb.

OOBs13aHHBIH KOHILIOM BepéBKH, ['opau mpomons K siMe U
Havas cmyckaTbesi. Kak Pu3 u onacancs, nox BecoM HaTaHy-
Toli BEpEBKHM 9acTh MACKMPOBOYHOIO HACTWIA PYXHYJia BHH3.
Opxako I'opau cBoGOOHO 3aBHC Ha BEpEBKE Ha NPHIHYHOM
PacCTOSTHHHU OT OCTPBIX KOJLEB.

Pu3 nepexnHyn BepéBKY BOKPYT CTBOJIa MOJIOAOTIO JiEpeBLA
M HayaJ MIOTHXOHBKY OTIIYCKATh €€, IoKa 1 OpAM He KPMKHYII,
YTO AOCTHT AHA siMbl. BepéBka o6Msaxia. [loToM HeckombKo
pa3 IE€pHYJach, KOrAa MaJIbYHK OOBA3aJT €€ BOKPYT CallapHKH.

— He Topomnuce, — Tixo nocosetoBan Pus. — Ilposeps
y3en, I'opau.
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— [Ha, ceiiyac, — HRoHEécca cHM3y ronoc. IIeuie mo-

npexHeMy KIyounach B Bo3nyxe. — ['oToBo! — M TYT Xe, KaK
NoR ACHCTBHEM 3Xa, BepéBKa AEpHYyAach. PH3 Hayan BHITAIH-
paTh €€ BBepX. Bo BCAKOM ciydae BeCh MaCKHPOBOYHBIA
HACTWI yXe pa3pyLIWICs, H XOTS BepEéBKa BCE elllé Bpe3asach
B Kpail sMbl, 3eMis Gosblile He ochinajiach. BHe3amHo Han
MOBEPXHOCTBIO IOKa3ajaCh Maxaliolas pykKa, H KJelIHeoO-
pa3Hble HOITH CaJIapUKM BOH3WINCh B 3eMJII0 — TaKHM
cnocoboM JIcBOYKa cTaia noMoraTh Pusy.
» OH noATsIHyJ €€ K cebe, ocabWwi NeT/I0, KOTOPYIO 3aBs3aJl
T'opam, u cOpocun BepéBKy obpaTtHo BHM3. CanapHKa COTHY-
JIach Y €ro HOT' M NPHUHSIACH 3aIM3bIBaTh SI3LIKOM paHy Ha
PYKe, B3IparuBasi BCEM CBOMM MaJIeHbKHM TesblieM. Ho Pusy
TIPHLIUIOCh BBITACKMBATh MAaJIbYHKA, MNpeXae 4YeM OH CMOr
bosiee obcTosATenbHO oGcnenoBath €€ paHy. Korma Topou
CHOBa OKa3ajicsl Ha TBEpAOM 3emie, PuU3 BcTram Ha KoJIeHH
PAOOM C MaJIeHbKOUM HHOIUIAHETIHKOM, MITKO NMPHTAHYN €€
PaHEHYIO PYKY K CBOUM KOJICHSIM M 3aCTbUI, YBHIEB KOJIIOYKH
Ha e€ cepoBaTOM KOXe, yXe MOTeMHEBUIMeE.

— IlIunw1 Ka! — B yxace npowentan Pu3. OgHo u3 caMaix
ObSIBOJILCKMX CpeleTB KPOKOB-OXOTHMKOB. M mpoTuB Hero
HMMeEJIOCh TOJILKO OQHO NpoTHBosnUe. PHU3 Kpenko npukycui
ry6y. Y Hero B MallilMHe ObUIa anTeyka, ¥ OH NPEKpPAcHO 3HaJI
€€ cogepxumoe. KOHola ¢ ToCKOH NpeACcTaBWI Ty MOJIOYKY B
JlabopaTopHH, Ha KOTOPOM HaXOZWICS HeGOJbIIOH SLIHYEK C
3¢JEHON XUAKOCTBIO — OAHO H3 CaMbIX 3aMeYaTelbHBIX
u3obpereHuit fokTropa Halinepa, cienaHHoe UM B pe3yJibTaTe
HccefoBaHMH UIIKYPHAHUEB: 3Ta XHAKOCTbh HEHTPaIN30BbI-
BaJla nelicTBUeE sina 1uunoB. Kak ¥ Koe-KaKuX ApYTrHX MECTHBIX
sinoB. Ho 3nech M ceifyac cajaprka yMupasna Ha ero pykax
YXacHOW CMepTbIO, MOYTH CTOJIb XE MYYHTEJbHOM, KaKylO
NpUHSIU ocTalbHble WIEHH €€ ceMbH Ha (dakropuun. U oH
HHMYero He Mor caenaTb, HHYEro — TOJbKO AyMaTh O TOM
KOHTeliHepe M ero coAepXUMOM, KOTOpBIii ObUI OT Hero
Ceifyac Tak xe JanéK, KaK M caMa 3eMsl.

lopa, no/mkHO GBITH, YCABILAN €10 MCIYTAHHBIH WENOT.
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ManpbyuK nosoXwia CBOK PYKY Ha Iuledo Pusa, rnasza ero
OKPYTJIWIKCh.

— JlexapcTtBo, Pu3, oHo noMoxeT. Thl Jalib €if BBINMUTD, H
eil crtaner nyyuwe. [Tana roBopwi, oHO Bceraa rnomMoraet!

Bce B nocénke ropawinch 3TUM OTKpbiTHeM. Ho Temeps
OHO OBHUIO HENOCTYIMHO, KaK He CTAJIO M JIofeH, clejaBILIHUX
ero. HenoctymHo mis pe6€HkKa, yieXaBlIero y Hero Ha Kose-
Hax. Eciu 6Bl TONbKO y Hero ObI TOT KOHTeiiHEp H3
Jnabdoparopuu!

Ho Bo3BpaliuaThbcs 3a BAKIIMHOM ObUTO GBI MpocTO 6€3yMMt-
eM! UM ocTtaBasioch JIMIIb HaJEeATHCS, YTO OHM YCKONB3HYIH
OT mpecjiefoBaTeNieii, U Temepb UM CJIEAOBaJO MOOBICTpee
OTINPaBJISATECS K TOpaM Ha BOCTOKE, IUTAHTALMSIM, Pacliosio-
XEHHBIM Yy UX nogHoxHs. K ToMy ke P13 He GbUI IONHOCTBIO
yBepeH, YTO Ha BCIO JOpPOIY XBATHMT 3HEpPTrHHM. A BEepHYTLCA
oGpaTHO B IMOCEJNIOK, Tle, BO3BMOXHO, KaK pa3 B 3Ty MHHYTY
XO3AWHHUYAIOT KPOKH...

Ero smua KocHynach pyka c 30JI0TUCTBIM MexoM. U cHoBa
pa3fajioch TO Xe caMoe yMoJiliolliee IOXHbIKHBaHHE, KOTO-
poe OH yXe CJbIIIal U3 sIMbl. PU3 BCKOYMA Ha HOTHM, HEXHO
NpHKaB MaJICHbKOE MATKoe Telblle K duiedyy. Kakum Obl
JypaKoM M NMOJIHEHIIMM HIUOTOM OH HU ObUI, HO OH BEPHET-
cs1 Hazad. B xako#i-To cTemeHM HMX MalllMHA IIpeICTaBJIsSET
co00i1 MaJIEeHbKYIO NEPEABIDKHYIO KPENOCTh, H K TOMY Xe OH
3HaeT MAXYHIJIM BOKPYT INMOCEJIKA KAK CBOM MATh MaJIblIEB.

B MammHe Pu3 cHoBa ynoXxa1 cajapHKy Ha ofessia M
cpa3y Xe 3aB€J MoTop. Pydell, mocpenu KOTOporo crosjia HX
MallWHa, yberas noj HeOONbLUIMM YIJIOM BIIpaBo, KaK pa3 B
CTOpOHY NOc€NKa. PU3, npuiypuBIIKMCE, OLIEHWI MOJIOXEHHE
COJIHLIA M JJIMHY TeHeil. ¥ Hero euwé rae-to 4ac, peliwi OH,
o HacTyruieHus cymepek. Eciu eMy ymactes, cnipsraB poji-
Jiep, Ipo6paThCcsad B MOTEMKAX B TOCENOK...

— Kyna Mb1 eneM, Pusz? — cran nonsiteiBateca opamu.

— Bo3sBpalnaeMcs 3a iekapcTBOM, — OTBETH IOHOLLA, B
€TI0 roJIoBe B OCHOBHOM YXe cJloXWics 1aH. [lepssiM nenom
CJIEAyeT CrIpsiTaTh MallIMHY TAKOM MECTE, Ille AETH CIIOKOHHO
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JOXIYTCS €ro B NOJIHOM 6€30NacHOCTH, M TaKoe MecTo ObUIo
eMy u3BecTHo. Ilocne 4yero oH oTmpaBHTCs newIkoM. B ero
6ilacTepe NOJIHBINA 3apsii, H OH OyAET rOTOB K BO3MOXHOMY
HanaaeHHI0. B oTaMyMe oT XepTB yTpeHHei Ooithu. U ecaun
J1abopaToOpHIO 4O CHX IIOp He pa3rpaOiim...

Yepe3 TpH 4YeTBEPTH 4Yaca cajlapikKa IPOMKO 3acTOHaa,
KOT[la 3¢ MJITHMH OCTAHOBWI MAlIMHY IOJ BLICOKUM KycTap-
HHKOM, Ile OH peluWwI YycTpouTb ©Oa3y. OH 3acTaBua eé
HanuTbcA U3 GJsAry, BIKMB B pOT A€BOYKM KaK MOXHO 6oJibliie
Xuakoctu. 3ateM oTaan lopau 4yéTkue mnpukazaHus. He
MOKUAATh MallMHYy, He BBIKIIOYAaTh 3BYKOBOH 3KpaH, OCTa-
BaThbCA Ha BOOMTEJLCKOM CHAEHHMH, a JeBOYKE JieXaThb C3alu
nop oaesulaMM. Jlaxe ec/ii KPOKH U 3aMETST 3IeChb poJulep,
HMMeJICA WaHC, YTO OHM NOAYMAIOT, YTO MallMHa OpolleHa H
He 3aMHTepecyoTca el0. Kpoku He NI00AT MalllMHBI, HUKTO
M3 OXOTHHKOB H Pa3BeJYHKOB HHKOIa He OTBAXMBAJICS JaXe
NpoexaThecs Ha pojulepe, KOraa ¢ HUMHM Ha OXOTY OTIPaB/IsUI-
cs1 Buxkxepu. 1 Pu3 3Han, 4To B KaKoii-TO Mepe UX HENPHUSA3Hb
K MHOIUIAHETHaM OCHOBLIBacTCSl Ha TNOSBICHUH Ha HX IUIa-
HeTe NMOoAOOHBIX CPEACTB IePEIBIDKEHHA. )

Pu3 cKOJMB3HYJ B KyCTapHMK, NpOCJIeAW], BKIIOYWI JIH
Topau 3BYKOBOii 3KpaH, H TOJILKO IIOTOM HamnpaBWICS K
CTpoeHUAM nocénka. O6xoasi CTOpOHO# BEPTOJIETHYIO CTOSIH-
Ky, OH moBea HocoM. Jla, BOHSJIO KpOKaMM, HO yXe elBa
3aMeTHO. Y 3eMJITHMHA 3apoaniach Halexna, YTO HanaBLIUe
YTPOM Ha CTAaHLHUIO KPOKH €lI€ He BepHYJIHUCh. MeH3ypka
JOJDKHA ObLIa HaXOOMThCH Ha MNOJIKe 3amepToro lkada nabo-
PaTOpPHH €ro ASAH, 3a 3alIUTHLIM 3KpaHOM, KOTODBHIH, KaK H
BO Bcex LukKadax XWIbIX NOMELUIEHUH, OTKPhIBAJICA IPHKOC-
HoBeHHUeM JagoHH. K cuacthlo, nokrop Halinep Ha Bcaxkuii
ciay4aif Mecdll Ha3al NEepeHacTPOWI 3aMOK TaK, YTOOBI TOT
peardpoBajl Ha OTIIEYaTOK JIAJOHM KaXIOIo U3 IPOXHUBaB-
WIMX 34ech B3POCHBIX 3eMJISH, HHaye myreulecrBue Pusa
6bU10 GBI GECCMBLICIEHHBIM.

JBepsb B nabopatopuio 6bl1a Bcsa Ha Buay. JIio6oii pasBen-
YHK-KPOK 3aMeTHja Obl 3eMJISIHMHA MpexXie, Y4eM TOT NMPOHHK
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yepe3 He€. Ho uMenca emé ofHH BXOA, H TOJILKO Ge3BBIXON-
HOe NOoJIOXEHHE 3aCTaBIWIO IOHOLIY BOCTIONb30BaThCA MM. Pu3
npobpascs 3a Xwisle IOMeLIeHUs, OITYCTHICA Ha YETBEpEHD-
KM M TpOBEN JIeBOii pyKoH no 3eMie, Nno-npexHeMy cXuMas
B mpaBoil pyke ‘6nactep. Ilox ochInaloMIMMCs IpaBHEM €ro
naablbl HALIYTIAJIM PYKOATKY M PBAHY/IH €€ BBEpX, OTKpLIBas
XOA B IAXTY, IJie HAXOOWINCh pe3epByaphl ¢ Bogoi. Cpa3sy xe
B HOC yOapWJI YXacHbIi CMpajl, HO B BOJIHE 3allaXOB BOHH
KPOKOB He OLIYylIaJioCh.

OH CTYNWI Ha JIECTHHLY U OKYHY/ICS B ChIPOCTh M MpaK,
3aCYHYB OpyXHe B KoOypy, YTOOBI OLIyNbIO NpOOGHpaThCs
BOONL CTEHBI, AEpXach BTopoii pykoit 3a nepwia. CrycTHB-
LIKCh M MOTAHYB BHHU3 €lli€ OAHY PYKOATKY, IOHOIIA OTKMHYN
KPBILIKY KPYTJIOIO JII0OKA, BEAYLLEro B Y3KHil TYHHeNb, CIIy-
XWBLIMA Ui TMOAa4YH BOALI. PH3 IIDOTHCHYJICA B HEro H
MOMNOJ3 Ha XUBOTE BIEPEN, MBITA’ACh M30 BCEX CIWI NOJABUTH
NMaHWYECKHI1 yKac, KOTOPHIi BCETAAa OXBAaTHIBAJI €I0 B TECHBIX
TEMHBIX noMelneHusx. Ecim 6p1 IlepMans Mecsiu Hasag He
MIONPOCH €ro NMOMOYb TYT, OH 6bI M He y3Hal o cyluiec-
TBOBAaHHMHU 3TOTO IIPOJIOXEHHOro INoA 3eMJEN TyHHed,
NPOTSHYBLIErocs NMOA BCeMH 3JaHUSIMHU JIabOpPaTOPHH.

— JIBa, TpH... — €ro IUleYH LapanajJMChb O CTEeHbI, a
BOJIOCHI LIEIUISUTHCH 3a notosoK. IIIénoToM OH cuMTa MOKH.
— Yersnipe!

3oecs! OH H3-moa 3eMJIM NPOHHKHET B JIaGopaTopHIo,
nocjie 4ero eMy OCTaHeTCs JIMIIb NMPOHTH B KAOHMHET.

3aneyataHHas 1wioM6a ObLta HeTpoHyTO#. PuU3 Kynakom
MOCTyYaJI Mo Hel, U ero HeTepNneHHe YyTh HE CMEHMI CTpax,
MOCKOJIBKY JIIOK YIIPSIMO HE TNMOANABAICA IMOMLITKAM IOHOLIH
OTKpHITh €ro. B kpaiiHeM ciydyae OoH Mor ©nl nonpoboBaTh
OTKPpRLITh U TpeTHil Juok... Hy, namaii xe, nasait!

CeeT OykBaJIbHO oc/ienmWI ero. XoTd Iyla ABHraTeis M He
OBLLIO CHBIIIHO, ONHAKO JIaMIThl Ha CTeHaxX ropenn. M xyrko
Hec/I0 KPOKAaMH, XOTd NMPUMELIMBAIIMCh M APYTHE 3amaxu —
BOHb XHMHUYECKHX INpENnapaToB, CrOpEBLINX TPAMNOK.

PH3 3Han, YTO 3TOT BBIXOA HaAXOAMTCSA MOA OOHHM M3
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CTallMOHApHBIX pe3epByapoB, YTO NaBajJio €My B KaKoii-To
CTEIICHH OIpeAeIEHHOE NIPHKPBITHE, KOIA OH BhIOMpAJICA U3
waxtel. M cpasy Xxe B ero pyke cHopa okasajics Onacrep.

XoTs 0630p KOMHATBI ObUI NPAKTHYECKH CKPBIT OT HeEro,
3eMJIIHUH JIETKO CMOT YBHIETb, YTO JlabopaTopusl IIpaKTH-
YyecKd pasrpomiicHa. Pa3ournie jaMmbsl M SUIMYKY TpyaaMH
BALLUINCh Ha IMOJY, U BCE IYCTO NOKPHIBAIM INATHA XHMH-
KaJIHeB.

Crapaschk He MOpaHHUThCA O pa3duToe cTrexino, Pu3 Havan
BBHIOMpAThCA M3-TOI pe3epByapa, YyTKO BCIYLIHBAasIChb B TH-
1wHHy. lo aBepH B JaGopaTOpHIO HYXHO ObUIO clieIaTh BCEro
TpH mara. OH MeUIEHHO BhINpAMWICH. B HeCKOABKUX MeTpax
OT Hero OBUIH CBaJIEHBI B Ky4y HECKOJILKO KOBPOB C KPOBAaBbI-
MM naTHaMU. PU3 nocrnieirHo oTBéN rasa B cropoHy. OH He
cobupancsg 6M3KO MCCNEAOBATh HX.

Ha nopore B kabuHeT gokropa Haiinepa TeMHeNlo LIHpo-
KO€ KOPHYHEBOE IITHO KAKOM-TO XMIKOCTH. M BOHb KPOKOB
OpLIa TaK CMJIbHA, YTO €ro 4yTh He CTOLUHWIO. 3Xech Xe
BaJIsUICA OAMH M3 HamagaBulMx. B mociaegHue cexyHIbl cBoel
Xu3HH AokTop Halinep cyMen JOCTOWHO BCTPETHTb OQHOIO
U3 cBoMX youil. TeM He MeHee OCTaBUIMECS NPHLUMWIWIN
JAPOTHKAMHU 06e3IIaBIeHHOE TeJIO 3eMISHHHA K MMMCbMEHHO-
My croiy. Yepen OOKTOpa, BO3MOXHO, COXPAaHAT KaK 4yepern
BpaXeCKOro BOMHA, MOruéluero B cpaXeHHUHU. BpocHB B Ty
CTOPOHY TOJBKO OAMH €JBa He BBI3BaBLUMI TOLIHOTY B3IJIA,
Pu3 oGpatin Bcé cBOE BHMMaHHE Ha LI€JIb €ro IOSABICHHS
3neck. MeH3ypka yuenesna, CHAIOIAsST U3yMpYyAHasl XHUIKOCThb
nocBepkvBaia B wiKady. OH BCTaBWI YKa3aTeJIbHBIN Najel B
LIeJIb MO/ 3TOM NOJNKOI U NMOBepTeNl UM BIIPaBO-BIIEBO, YTOOR
YYBCTBHUTENbHAsl TUIACTHHKA COBMECTIWIACH C €ro IVIOTHIO.

BCcnpIXHYN TIpM3payHBIi CBET, 3aLIUTHOE IIOJIE HCYE3NO.
Pu3 cxpatun npo6upKy, a cieIoM CTOSIBIIYIO PSAOM KOpO6Ky
¢ sanucamu. OT aamowrki Mwio M ocTaMbHBIX XHUTenei
3TOro MocéKa, HaBepHOe, He OCTAHETC HHKAKOIo IpPYroro
BOCMOMMHAaHUsI, KpOMe CAEIaHHOTO HMH OTKDBITHA, H, B35B
€ coGoif 3Ty Npo6HpKy, OH OTHAET NOCIEAHIO0 JaHb NPOEKTY,
B KOTOpBIH OLLT BOBJICYEH NOMHMMO CBOEi BOJIH.
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U cHoBa BHH3, B TYHHeNb, AN Oe3omnacHocTH Pu3 B3sin
npo6HpPKY B pOT U, CYHYB KOPOOKY C JIeHTaMH Tol pybaliKy,
cTan npobuparbea Hasan. [loxoxe, ynaya noxa 6buia Ha ero
CTOPOHE, M TYT €0 KOJbHYJIO COMHEHHE. a He CJIMLIKOM JIH
BCE ymayHoO ckiaibiBaeTcd y Hero. CHOBa NMOSIBWIOCH «Ipel-
YyBCTBYE», TA CTpaHHadA opMa YyBCTBUTEJILHOCTH, KOTOPYIO
OH He MOT BbIPa3HTh CJIOBAaMH, HO C KOTOPOH OH poawics H
KOTOPYIO pa3BHBajll BO BpeMs yu€bnl B Axazemuu. M oo
Mpeaynpexaano ero. 3To oulyuieHWe elue Oosblle yCHIH-
Jloch, KOTIa OH BhIOpaJics M3 TyHHeJIS B 3aJl C pe3epByapaMH.
3nech cTosUIa MOJIHAs TEMHOTa, U CHOBA €ro OXBAaTWI CTpax.
YTo, ecnu eMy He yIacTCs CHOBA NOAHATb ABEpb TYHHENS, U
3TO MECTO CTaHeT IUIA Hero cMepTesibHOH NoByliKoi? Xots,
KOHEYHO, OH BCEra MOXeT BepHYThCs B 1abopaTopHio. U Bcé
Xe BHYTPEHHee YyBCTBO TPEBOrM TBCPAWIO, YTO YTO-TO HMOET
He TakK, YTO TeNneph OH B ONacHOCTH. PHU3 He 3Han, Kakasd 310
OMAaCHOCTb, U MYYHTEJbHO Pa3sMBILLUIAA, BO3BpAlIATHCA JIH
eMy Ha3an wid uatu snepéa? IIerraThest BLIOpaThea U3 Jabo-
paTopHM 4Yepe3 ABOP WIHM Xe NMonpo6oBaTb BHOBb NOAHATH
3TY ABEpb... YTOOBI, OBITH MOXET, OKa3aThCsl Nepel JIHLOM
JOXHAAIOIIHXCA ero KpOoKOB.

Pu3 Hayan noaHHUMaThkCA MO JIECTHHLE, NPHXKAJICA K ABe-
PM, TOJIOXWI JNaAOHb Ha He€ M HagaBWl. 3aTeM, JaBsd H30
BCEX CHJI, HayaJl NMPHUNOAHMMATH JIOK. TOT CO CTYKOM rpox-
Hy/ICS Ha 3eMJIIO, B3MeTast NecCOK M KaMellKH rpaBuia. Pyxa
cxuMasna 6acTep HaroToBe, HO Nepes HHUM HHKOro He 6bU10
— TOJNILKO MEIVIEHHO TMNOJI3ylIHE TEHH.

BBepx, HapyXy, NOATAHYTbCA, MEPEBEPHYTLCA — H BOT OH
yXe BbIOpasics M3 KOJOAlLla pe3epByapoB M CHpSTajicsd TNOX
KyCTaMM, NBITasiCb BOCCTAHOBHUTh Yy4YacTHBlIeecs HIbIXaHHe
NMPHUCIYIINBAACh U NPHUHIOXUBASCD.

Ho HM cnyx, HM oGoHsAHME HHMYEero He NOOGaBWIM K €ro
BHYTPEHHEMY TPEBOXHOMY YyBCTBY. EC/IM KpOKM M BbILIUIH
Ha OXOTY, OHH elué¢ He MOAOLUIH HACTOJILKO OJIM3KO0, YTOOHI
BbLAATh CBOE NPKCYTCTBHE, KAK 3TO OOBLIYHO MPOMCXOLHIIO.
Pu3 BcTan Ha KoneHM, NOTOM Ha HOTH. M ocTOpoXHO ynoxun
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NpoOUPKY noj pyballKy pAAOM C JIEHTaMH, YTOObl MX TpH-
KOCHOBEHHE K MBILILAM XHBOTa HE MO3BOJIWIO €MY M03a0bITh
0 Holle.

CnMiIKOM YX JIErKOo BCE Mojydanoch, ciaudlukom! OH Bcé
ell€ aymMaa o0 3TOM, KOraa CMOTKHYJCH, H yXe B NaleHHH
MOHSUI, YTO CIIOTKHYJICS OH O YbIO-TO YMEJIO MOACTaBIEHHYIO
najaKy. bonbHO M30THYB CIIMHY, OH NepeBEpHYJICS, Npexae
YeM YAapHUThCA O 3eMJIIO, H TYT Xe BBIXBAaTWI OJacTep.

H y Hero 6bU10 Bcero oMHO MIHOBEHME, YTOObI OTBECTH B
CTOPOHY JIyd CBoero opyxwus. IlotoMy 4yto cyuiectBo, Opo-
CHBLIEECSI Ha HEro ¢ KOPOTKHM TONOPHMKOM BO BCKMHYTOH
BBEPX pyKe, ObUIO IOKDBITO HE YelUIyKaMH, a MSTKHM,
HIYLIKCTHIM, cepeOpHCTHIM MexoM. OH eLlE ycresl NOYyBCTBO-
BaTh apOMAT AYLIMCTOTIO 3afaxa caJlapuKH, KOIra OHa, IPbITHYB
Ha Hero, Hayajla OITyCKaTb BHH3 CBOif TOINOp.

Bonab, TeMHOTa, YbH-TO 1lenTaHuA. Bcé Tesno Pusa ceesio B
MyJYHMTEJIbHOM OOJIM, M HEe OCTAIOCh HHYEero, KpoMe 3Toi
6o1m...

— MlaBaii, naBaii... — €ro TeJo CHOBa H CHOBa COTPACAIOCh
or Gomu. Ilepen rnazamm crosuia Geslasgs meneHa, H MMp
6e3yMHO Bpalajcsd, HO IIOTOM €My YyAajloch YBHIETh 3TH
NpUIIypeHHbIE 3€JICHO-TOJyOble IVia3a, BIVIsAbIBaBLIMECA B
Hero, CJIOBHO OJHa JIHIIb OrpOMHasl TpeGOBaTEJIbHOCTh €&
B3NIsSa MoIJia 3aCTaBUTh €ro NpHIHTH B cebs.

B mieun 3eMISHMHA BOH3WINCH HOITH, GOJIbllEe MOXOXME
Ha KOITH, KOTIZla PYKH CaJJapHKH IIOMOIJIN eMy ycecTbesl. EMy
6bU1 3HaKOM 3TOT 3allaxX CyLIecTBa YyXaoii pacel. Pus cHoBa
3aMoprai. Her, 310 BOBce He TOT peGEHOK, KOTOPOIo OH
OCTaBWI GOJIBHLIM M CTpafaolMM oT 6o B posuiepe. Y 310
canapuku 6bUT cepeOpHUCTO-romy6Goif Mex, He YHCTO cepeb-
puctoiii. He3aHakoMKka Gbula B3pocyioit 0cobblo, € TAKUM Xe,
KaK 4 Y HEro, BECoM, Jaxe CXOXHUM TesiocjioxeHneM. M oHa
6bU1a M3IIHOM XeH1UHONH. OQHAKO CO CTaJIbHOM XBAaTKOM, H
OHa, TIOXOXe, JIEeTKO CMOIJIa NMPHUIIOOHATh ero GeccWwIbHOe
TeJo.

Ha cBoéM BenMKo/NieNMHOM OJeIHHHM OHa TaKXe HOCWIA
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yKpallleHHBbI{ JparolleHHHIMH KaMHSMH Mosic, ¢ KOTOporo
CBHCATH JIOCKYTKH, HO JIMLIb K TPEM JICHTOYKAM TIPUKpeIUIa-
JIUCH TIAXy4YHe MELIOYKH.

— 3anHa, roe 3aHHa? — THXO NPOMYpJbIKaJa OHa, U
3BYKM 3TH MCXOOWIM H3 CaMBIX ITyOMH e€ aymm, a npuimy-
PEHHBIE IIa3a MbUIAJIA XOJIOAOM.

Pu3 nomnsITancs cobpaThcs ¢ MBICJISIMHM, HECMOTPS Ha 601b
B IOJIOBE.

— 3anHa! — CHOBa pe3KO MOBTOPWIA XEHINWHA-calapU-
Xa, npoluuneB Ha bajicuke.

— Manenspkas... MaJIeHbKas eBOYKa? — CNpOCHII, NOYTH
HHYEro He coobpaxas, Pus.

— J1a, — B CJIOBax INOSIBWIOCH €1l CoJbllie LIUTICHUS. —
I'ne x-xe oHa-a?

— Ponnep... oHa B pomnepe, — C TPYIOM IIPOM3HEC
3eMJISHHH.

CajapHka yXe NOOHS/IaChb Ha HOTH, pa3nyBasl HO3IpH H
MeJJIeHHO TMOoBOpauMBasi roJioBy, (dbIpKas, TMOKa He CTaja
JIVLIOM Tyha, oTKyna Pu3 coBceM HemaBHO mpuinén. 3aTteM,
cliesaB ABa-TPU TPYXWHHCTHIX 1lIara, CHoBa obepHyniach, H
KaXxayio KJIETOYKYy e€ Tesia CHeaIo HeTepreHHe. Pu3 momsl-
TaJicsl BCTaTh, HO TOJIBKO cpa3y nokagHyncsi. OHa 6pocuiack
Ha3al M ycriesa NMoAXBaTHTb ero. Bo3aMoXHO, B callapMKe U He
olIylaJoch 0coboii HEXHOCTH, HO UMEHHO Takasl CHia, He
ycTynaoluas cwie MyXYHHBI-3eMJITHMHA, M TpeboBanach ceid-
Yyac A/is1 NoAAepXKH ero Teja.

Kaxum o6pa3om oHm no6panuce no posiepa, Pus He umen
HM Maseiiero nouatus. Ero cyTHMA oTeICKaja TPOITy, IO
KOTOpOW OH TIpMIIEN, H BECh MYTh NMpPOTAll[MIa €ro 3a coboii.
3eMIHUH OBLT yBepeH, YTO AOPOTy OHa HaXoAwia IIpH
MONOLIH CBOero o60HAHMS. IlepBbIM OTYETIMBO COXpaHHWB-
LIeMCSl BOCTIOMHMHAaHUEM CTaJIO IJI1 HeTo MajJeHue Ha CHICHbe
MallIMHBI, B TO BpeMs KaK €ro CIyTHH1a, TOPOIUIMBO Mepe-
OpaBLIMCH Yepe3 Hero, YCTpeMwiach K AETAM B GaraxHom
otaeseHUH. OH CXBaTHI €€ MATKYIO MyUIHCTYIO PYKY.

— Hlunsr Ka... — Pu3 HUKaK He MOT Noao6paTh HyXHbIE

46



cioBa. — Bo3bMH HEMHOIO 3TOH XMAKOCTH, CMOYH KaKyio-
HHUOYNb TPSNOYKY M NPWIOXH K paHe, cKopee!

Korructele najgblpl 3abpaty npoOHPKY, ¥ OH, HAKIIOHUB-
IIKCh BrEpER, OOXBAaTWI PYKAMH IoJIOBY, MOJIOXWB JIOKTH Ha
pynb. IIpolnno HecKoMbKO MMHYT, NpeXe YeM Kayaloliuiica
BOKPYT HETo MHp CHOBa OOpEN CTaOWIBLHOCTb, M OH CMOT
OTKPBITh anTe4Ky. BpoCHB B pOT HECKOJIBKO TaGJETOK, 36M-
JISHUH 3aCTaBWI ceGf TMpOITIOTHThL MX, HE 3aIlMBast, TOJBbKO
CYIOPOXHO NEPHYBIUMCE. [ 0JIoBHas 6GOJIL BCKOPE CJIerka yTHX-
J1a, H OH YX€ MOT TepIETh €€ MyAbCHUPYIOLIHE YAAphI; B3T/IAN
NposICHWICA. MSArKo KOCHYBIIMCh KOHYMKOM MajibLia Haj
JIEBBIM YXOM, OH TIOHSUI, YTO B 3TOM MECTe Y HEro paHa, HO
KpOBb yXe oCTaHOBWIach. MoxeT, ero IeACTBHs, a MOXET,
T0, YTO caJlapMKa Y3HaJla YeJIOBEKa, CIIAcjlo €ro OT MPOJIaMbl-
BaHHUs depemna.

— Pus, TH paHeH! — Hax ero 1wieyoM cxioHwicd lopnu,
Hcceaysd paHy OKPYIIMBLIUMMHCS OT YOUBJICHUS I1a3aMil.

— He oueHn ceppé€3no. IlocMoTpu TaM, cpeAu Bellei,
HAOJDXHBI OBITh YIIAKOBKHM CaMOpa3orpeBaloleiics MMM, BO3b-
MH 4YeThIpe IUTYKH U paclievyaTaik HX.

CaM Pu3 He aBMrascs, YToObl TaGIETKHM NMPOAOIXHIHA CBOE
6GmaroTBopHoe  fgeiicTBHMe, IOKa MaJbYMK XOAWI 33 Ma-
JNleHpKNMH O6aHoukamu. OnHy Pus ocrasun B pykax ['opawu,
BTOPYIO MOJIOXHJI Ha CUIEHbe pANOM C coboif. OcraBlinecs
JBE OH OTAaJl XCHIIUHe-cajapuKe. [leBoYyKa noKouiach Ha e€
pyxax. Onexna ¢ SpKMMHM 3eJIEHBIMH NATHAMHU BOKPYT DaHbl
6bU1a pasoppaHa. Pu3 mokxasanm Ha OTMeTKY AaBJI€HHUS Ha
YIaKoBKe.

— HyxHo HanaBHTb, NMpOH30MAET HarpeB M YTIaKOBKa
caMa coboit packpoercs, — NnoscHuI oH. CaslapyukKa KMBHYIIA.

— Kyna Bbl HanpaBnsgeTech? — CNpOCHJIA OHa, TIOAHOCS
ONHY 6aHKy K ry0aM 3aHHBI.

— be3 ¢naepa Haul €IUHCTBEHHBIH 1AHC — AOCTHYD
Kakoi-HUOYAb OONBIIOIH IUTAHTALUUH, CKOpeEe BCETO, MBI OT-
NpaBumcsa K Pexcyny.

— 3Ta MauTMHa MOXET JIOCTaBUThL Hac Tyna?
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— He 3Halo, Ho MBI MoxeM nomnbiTathcsi. Ho ckaxure,
3a4yeM ObUTO OHMTb MeHs, — OH OOJLKeH ObUT 3aJaTh 3TOT
Boripoc. — Bbl Xe BHAeaM, YTO g He KPOK, — PH3 nogHs
PYKY K IoJIoBe, HO He CTaJl JOTparuBaThCs O PaHbI.

— S He BHAena, MoKa He pa3MaxHynach. A nepen TeMm
mnoyysuia °3anax... 3aHHBl, — OJHHMM HOITEM OHa CJerKa
yoapWia Mo TaxyyeMy MeEILIOYKY Ha mosice AeBouxku. — S
3HaJla, YTO ONMH MOIii peGEHOK Nponai, BO3MOXHO, 3aXBa-
YeHHBIH 3THMH 3MeeTIof0OHbIMH TBapsAMH. U TaM Bens crosio
HX 3JI0BOHME, OYEHb CWIbHOE.

— IloaToMy BB M MOOyMalIM, YTO I — KPOK, IOHMaBLUHHA
e€? Kro-Hubynp emé cnacca u3 ¢paxkropun?

OHa noxavajia rojioBoii.

— MeHnn 30ByT Ucura, Bropas xeHa nopaa Cakdopa. Otu
3BepH-TIpeaTe/IM KaK OObIYHO NMPHULUIM Ha (aKTopHIO, U OT
MX BOHM MEHs 3aTOLIHWIO, oToMYy YTo 8 Ha Miuxype Tonbko
aBa Mecauna. M g oTnpaBwiach B JaNbHIOK 4YacTh Caja,
JoXHuaasch MX yxoma. Bckope s ycabliana NpOH3HTEIbHBIE

' KPHKM, ¥ MEeXIY MHOM M JOMOM 3aITbUlaJl OTOHb. HUIKYpHaH-
1Bl NIOQOXT/IN KMIIBI OTaHHBI, KOTOPbIe XPAHWINHCH TaM Nepen
OTnpaBneHHeM Ha kopa6ias. [ToaToMy MHe H yaasioch cnps-
TaThcA CPeAH AepeBbeB. A NOTOM... — B3DIAR €€ MOTYCKHEN,
IICPCTHHKH MeXa CTalIM AbIGOM, — OHHM PHICKAIH BOKPYT, HO
He HalUM MeHA. 3aTeM A 3aMeTWIa cjel 3aHHH M NOHAIA,
YTO OHa TaKkKe H36eXaa Toi CTpalIHOM Y4acTH.

Ho moroMm Ha eé€ crnemax MOsIBWIMCh M ApYTHE 3aMaxH,
3anaxy BallM, dYenoBedeckue. [lo3aTroMy y MeHs nosBmwiach
Hajexna, YyTo e€ HAlUUIK M NPUBEH B NocénoK. OnHako TaM
si CHOBa OOHapyXila JIMUb CjieAbl pa3pylleHHA, OCTaBIECH-
Hble 3TUMHM 3MeHHbIMH OectHsMH. S aymalo, yTO TOrma y
MEHSI YTO-TO CIY4YWIOCh C TOJIOBOM, — cajapuka IpoBeia
KOHYHKOM sA3bIKa no rybaM. — Ilepen MouMu rmaszaMu
MeJIbKaNH JIELWb 3TH 3MEHHblE TBapH, NMPEeACTaBATH KapTHHEI
COTBOPEHHBIX MMM 3BEPCTB M TO, YTO OHH MOTJH CAENATb C
Moeil manerbkod HaeBcukcil. [loatoMy korma s yuysna eé
33afax, €ABa YJIOBHMBIH, M H3lana KPMK cbopa, Ha KOTOpBIi
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He MpULUIO OTBETa, TO pelIMia, YTO JODKHA OTOMCTHTS 3a €€
CMepTh...

— Bo BcakoM ciiyyae 40 KOHIIA Bbl 3TO CBOE HaMepeHHe
He NOBeNH, — C KPUBOI YyCMEUIKOH MPOKOMMEHTHpoBa Pus.
— Temueer. Cxopo, KaK MHe KaXeTcsl, MOXHO OyleT BHICTY-
nuth. Sl BKIIOWYy CMCTEMY NpPLDKKOB, ¥ Mbl HampaBUMCS B
cropoHny rop. Eciu ynaya Oynet no-npexHeMy 6,1aroBoJINTh
HaM, TO MBI JOCTUTHEM PekcynoB K BOCXoHdy COJIHILIA.

— OTIMYHO, — cONIacHJIach OHA C €r0 TUTAHOM.

I'nasa namasn

Hanpapnaa posiep K BOCTOYHEIM TopaM, PH3 He nepecra-
BaJl YOMBIATLCA, YTO OHM JO CHX MOp elé He BCTPETWIH
KpOKOB. Ty3eMIILI CO 3BEpMHOI XKECTOKOCTBIO paclpaBWIHCh
¢ nocénkoM H dakropueii. ITocne yero, no Bceii BUIUMOCTH,
NMPOCTO PAaCTBOPHWINCH B Pa3peXeHHOM BO3AYXE... WIH B IXYyH-
rsX. OXOTHHKH-KPOKHM ObUIH ONBITHBIMH CJICAONbLITAMH, HE
BEJAIOINIMMH YCTAJIOCTH, HamaB Ha ciex no6wrdu. Kaxkmm
o6pa3oM GerjieaM-HHOIUIAHETSHAM OO CHX NOP yaaBaloch
CKpBIBaThCA OT HHMX? Beab Ty3eMuaM He NpeACTaBWIO Ol
ocoboro Tpyaa o6HapyXHTh pojulep, HECMOTPS Ha Bce CTapa-
Hug Pusa. 1 oH He BepMa, YTO Ty3eMLhl HACTONBKO
NPECHITWINCH BHAOM KPOBH, UTO CNIOKOHHO TNO3BOJIAT HHO-
[UIAaHETSAHAaM CKPBIThCA.

HasepHoe, OHM NPOCTO NOJMYYWIH BPEeMEHHYIO Tepeabllil-
KY, H 3T0 JOCTaB/IsUIo eMy HeManoe Gecniokoiicrso. [Ipuuuio
BpeMa Benmukoro IMocra. OGLHMHO B 3TO BpeMs Ty3eMIILI
yxoowin B paifoH Baicoxumx JlepeBbeB — CBSITast CBATLIX
HIIKYpHaHLIEB, O KOTOPOM HWHOIUIAHETSHaM OLUIO M3BECTHO
JIMUIb TO, YTO HYU OOWH He-HIIKypHaHell B HEro He JOITyCcKa-
ercst. [lockonbky 3TO Bcerga ObUl NEepHOA HeOOBIYAKHHOM
3aHATOCTH MULIKypPMAHLEB CBOMMM JeJIaMH, OTIIpaBKa Ioc-
Neauux orpsinoB I[larpyns u 6bula HazHayeHa Ha 3TO BpeMs,
KOrja mnpexpalllajiuch BCSYECKHE KOHTaKThl C Ty3eMLIAMH.
Bruta nin sTa GoliHA Ha rpaHMLAX MEX3BE3NHOM LUBWIM3A-
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HHH TIPOCTO HE3aBHMCHMMBIM AeiCTBUEM Iiepel] Ha4aloM exe-
ToJHOI MHMrpauMH KpokoB? Pu3 He ouyeHb-TO HagesUici Ha
3T10.

PsmoM ¢ HUM KTo-TO lieBedbHyAcA. Mcuaa Msarko mpo-
CKOJIb3HYJIa Hal IEPEropoAKo# MeX 1y BOAUTEILCKHM MECTOM
H OaraXHHKOM K 3eMJIAHHHY.

— JleTH 3acHy/IM, — coobunwia oHa. — [elicTBUTENBLHO,
3aHHe cTajo Jyvlle.

— IToyeMy Bbl, TOPIOBLibI, HE yJieTeIH, Koraa u3 Haracca-
pbl TpHIIEN CHIHan TpeBorM? — cnpocun Pus. Mexny
TocénkoM H ¢akropHeil NoAgepXHUBAJIUCh HE CIMIIKOM Tec-
HbIe KOHTAaKTEl. Ho Koe-4To 0 TeMIlepaMeHTe CalapMKOB OH
3Hal. To, yro Cakxdop ¢ 3aBHAHEIM YIIPAMCTBOM He XOTel
noxugath ¢akropmio, ocTaBUB Oe3 BHMMaHHMA Jaxe Ipe-
OyNnpexAeHHUE, NpEeACTaBAANO IJSd HEro 3araaky —
TOPIOBLbI-HHOIUVIAHETAHE CIABWINCh CBOEH OCTOPOXHOCTHIO
H OCMOTPHTEJILHOCTBIO.

CKBO3b IIKIICHHE B TEMHOTE OH pa306paJl rHEBHBIE CJIOBa:

— Jlepa Cakdop momyymn obeuraHue H3 ycT Bricokoro
Jepepa Uumruna. UM HyXHBI TOPTOBIIbI, TaK 6BUIO CKa3aHO.
HaM Hevero Gbuto GosThCA.

— Teneppb oyeBMAHO, YTO 3TO OBLIA JIOXH, — PHU3 nponosn-
XaJl CleRUTh 3a npubopaMm nepex coboit. B TeMHoTe eMy
TIPUXOIWIIOCH TI0JIaraThes B GONMbLICH CTENIeHH Ha aBTONWIOT.

— Tlo3TOMYy KO€-KTO €lll€ NMOIUIATHTCSA 3a CBOM JDKMBBIM
Pa3naBOCHHLIA A3BIK! — B 3TOM OGElLIIaHHUH SICHO IMOYYBCTBO-
BaJlach XOJOAHAS! YBEPEHHOCTb M HENpPHKpHITAsg Yrposa.
Uueunuzaimsa casapukoB 6pU1a 61u3Ka K deomanusmy. Tpa-
reausi, BpoAe 3ToM, Korma Owu1 Bhipe3aH KinaH Cakxdopa,
TIpUBEAET, KAK IPUHATO B POJHOM MHpE TOProBLEB, K KPOB-
HOH Bpaxie, B KOTOpOH IIpMMET y4yacTHe KaXIblii WieH
K1aHa oT Maja jgo Beiuka. Ho mo cux mop Henb3a Obulo
CKa3aTh, YTO MOCHYXHJIO €€ NPHYMHOM.

— Bs1 gymaere, — npogosiokana oHa, Kak 6yaTo B caMOM
JieJie MoIJia YUTATh €ro MBICIIH, — YTO XEHILIMHA-A0MOXO3si-
Ka He MOXET B3ATb HOX H NPMKOHYMTH Bpara. Ceifuac — pga!
Ho 3t0 Bpems npuaér. Teneps s arustiock InaBoii Kiana.
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Ona 6puia mpasa! Pu3 Banpornyn. Ilpm omnpenenéHHbIX
YCNIOBHSAIX, 9TO CJy4aeTcsA KpaiiHe peiko M TO NpPH HCKIIOYH-
TeNbHBIX CJIy4YasiX, BLDKHMBLIMH B3pOCHbIH WIEH CEMBH,
HE3aBHCHMO OT TOIo, KAaKOIo OH Moja, CTaHOBUTcA IJiaBoit
Kinana. K ToMy Xe y cajapMKOB XEHIIHHA TaKXe MOXET
noTpe6oBaTL MpaBo Ha BeHAETTY Y BepxoBHoro Cyna cBoeii
IUIaHEThl M JaXe BbI3BaThb MEX3BE3NHYIO BOMHY.

— Ham 6b1 cHavanma, — mnomyepkHyn Pus, — camum
671arono/iydHO BBITTYTAThCA M3 CIOXHUBIOEIICA CHUTYallMH.

— Bri nymaere, monn Pexcysna ewr€ ocraiorcs Ha IUIaHTa-
un?

— Eciu TonbKO OHM JOOpPOBOJNIBHO HE TIOKMHYMH €€, Ha
YTO, HACKOJIBKO I 3Hal0, He 6bU10 H Masieiilliero HaMéxa. OHH
B JIydllieM IOJIOXEHHUH, YeM J1i00oe BRIaJeHHe WHOIUIAHETSH
110 3TY CTOPOHY rop. 3a nocyiefHNe HECKOJIBKO MeCALeB OHH
CWILHO YKpPeNmWIM CBOM 3alllUTHhIE COOPYXEHHS, M Y HHX
€CThb Ha€EMHHKHU.

Canapuka 4YyTh LIEBEJIbHYJIACh, H B ONEKJIOM CBEeTE MNpH-
GopHOit NocKH OJIeCHYN €€ cepeOpUCThIil MeX.

— A Bcé€-Taku, BAPYT Bech 1ITaT Pekcyna noXuHyn IviaH-
Taluuio? — MOMHTEpecOBAIaCh OHA.

— Jlama, — uepeMoHHO oOpatwicad K Heii Pu3, — Bam
ObU10 OBI JTyyllle TTOMONMMTHCS cBoeMy bory win Jyxam Bei-
cuimx Cwn, 9100BI OHM Obkau TaM. JIo IUIaHTallUM 3HEPrUH
HaM XBaTHT. A BOT Ha MYyTCLIECTBHE Yepe3 Tophbl €€ yXe He
octaHercsi. M s He cumMTalo, YTO Mbl CMOXEM OJOJETh 3TOT
IYTh TNELIKOM.

— brnaronapio Bac 3a cToJIb sIcCHOEe OOBsICHEHHE, — He 6e3
capka3Ma NpoMYpJIbIKaJIa cajlapHKa Yyepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYHA.
— Ho npusHaliTech Bc€ Xe, HeyXeJlH Bbl ACHCTBUTCIBHO
HAaCTOJIKO XOpPOILIO 3HAeTe IXYHIJIU, YTOOBI C TAKOH yBEpEeH-
HOCTBIO 3agBJIATh, YTO TAKOe ITyTelIeCTBUE NEIIKOM HaM He
noxa cury?

— Toneko He xoraa ¢ HaMH aeTd. f maxe He yBepeH, YTO
onbITHBIH creqonbir Criyx6b1 Paspenxku cMor Gnl ogoners
3TOT MyTh, OCOOCHHO KOTJa IO €ro niraM HMAYT KPOKH.
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— 3HayuT, Hallle Oyayllee KojiebneTcs Ha Jie3BMH HOXa, U
€CJIH 3TOT HOX HAHOCHT paHy... — CHOBa GyiecHyJ cepebpsa-
HBIi MeX, OHa NOYTH KaK HacTOSIUMH 3eM/ISSHMH IoXaja
Iwie4yaMu. — A TeIcpb BbICAylIaiiTe MeH:, jopd Pus.. —
JOHOIlIa B3APOTHYJ, YCJIbILIAaB TaKOH O(GHMUMaNbHBIA THTYI.
Beab oHa ToJIbEKO 4YTO 0OBsIBHNA cebsl I1aBol cBoero KiaHa,
M Tenepb oOpalanack K HeMy KaK paBHBIH K paBHOMY, KakK
NPHHATO B €€ MHpe, YTO ObIBAIO KpaifHe peAKo y 3TUX
HaIMEHHBIX cajJlapuKoB. — Pa3 yX MBI nonajM B Takylo
CHUTYalHI0, MHE ObI XOTEJIOCh BO YTO OBbI TO HU CTaJIO JOOpaTh-
csl 1O BBICOKOTOPHBIX MECT, IIOTOMY YTO s CJIBIIIANA, YTO ITH
3BepO-3MEM HE JMOOST X0JIoJa U CHera, KOTOPBIi IOKPHIBAET
TOpHbIe NMUKU. A KOrga Mbl oKaxXxeMcsl B 6€30I1aCHOCTH, Mbl
BBIMiIeM Ha Tpomy BOHHBI M NpPOHIEM IO HEil OO caMoro
OxeaHa. inu Bbl, 3eMJISIHE, CYMTAETE, YTO TaKHe AEeHCTBHUA
HENMpaBWIbHBI 1 HEYMECTHBI?

— MHe 3TO He KaXeTcsl HeyMEeCTHbIM, — TNpPH3HAJICHA OH,
— €CJIM TaK HyXHo. MBI, 3eMJIsIHE, BEDUM B TO, YTO AECTH M
XEHUIMHBbI HE JOJDKHBI MOMAanaTh B PYKM TaKKX BparoB, KakK
KPOKM, IIOKA XHMB XOTs Obl OOUH MYX4YHHA.

— OpnHako B NOCENKe OCTajlach XEHIIWHA BalIero IvieMe-
HHU, — 3aMeTwia Hcura. — U oHa Toxe moru6na.

— ¥ Hac 6pUHM pa3Hble MHEHHS. HekoTophie cunTanu, yro
TNIOCKOJIbKY OHU .TIDOXWIH 3[€ECh Y€ MHOTIO JIET H OTHOCATCSA
K KpokaM HoOpoXeJaTeJIbHO M CO CIIpaBedJIMBOCTBLIO, MM
Hedero 6osThbed...

— Ho6poxenarensHo! CripaBeainBo! — BO3OYyXIEHHO 3a-
munes, nepebusia camapuxka Pusza. — Kak MoxHo
Jo6poXeNaTeIbHO M CIIPaBEAJIMBO OTHOCHTBLCHA K 4YyXaKam?
Hnsa canapuxka KoGpoTa MposABISeTCA TOJBKO B OTHOLUCHHSX
CO CBOMMM CIYTHUKAMH XHU3HM, J€TbMM U WIEHaAMU €ro
Ki1aHa. CBoro 10OpOoTy OH He TpaTHT Ha 4yxakoB. CripaBef-
JIMBOCTh — [a, TAKOBO Hallle OTHOLIICHHE KO BCEM [0 TeX Iop,
IOKa HE BBIPHIT TONop BoliHbL.. Ho TolbKo 3TH cioBa Ajusa
caJlapMKOB 3HayaT OAHO, IUIA 3eMJISH — ApPYToe, a IS 3THX
3Bepo-3MeH — TpeTbe. MBI ciienyeM ToMy o6pa3y Mbilie-
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HHSA, KOTOpbIii ObUI A3aH HaM NpedKaMH; KaK MbI MoXeM
H3MEHHTb CBOM TpPOIIBl M OXHIATh, YTO He OOHapyXHMM Ha
Hux Josyulek? Te, KTo Bepmi, YTO 3Bepo-3MeH OyayT OTHO-
CHTbCA K HHM TOYHO TaK Xe, 6bUTM npocTo raymuamu!

— Y10 X, OHH OOPOro 3aIUIaTWIH 33 CBOIO INIYNocTb, —
YTPIOMO KOHCTATHpPOBal Pus.

— Ho THI caM-TO TaK He CYHTal, — IPOHU3HEC)Ia XEeHIIIH-
Ha, nepexons Ha «Thl». — [loyeMy Xe Tsl ocraics?

— IlotoMy uto moxtop Hoaiinep, maBa moceneHust, O6bLI
I1aBOii Moero KjiaHa, — 3eMIAHHMH HCINOJb30BU1 TEPMHMH
caJlapMKOB [l YKAa3aHHA CBOEro poacTBa ¢ asneii. — A Opua
BOMHOM AOMa.

— 3HayuT, B TBOEM INpeOGBHIBAHMM TaM ACHCTBUTEIbLHO
6bU1a HeO6XOOMMOCTh, — TOTYAC COIIacliIach oHa. — U Bcé
Xe Tbl HE TaKO#, KaK OHH, NIOTOMY YTO OHH HE YMEIOT XOOHTh
C OpYXHEM B pyKaxX M OBITh NMOCTOAHHO TOTOBLIMH K BOMHE.

— IToxoxe, THI HEIUIOXO OCBEAOMIIEHA O MIOAAX INOCENKa,
— Pu3a 310 Heckonmpko yauswio. Jokrop Halimep u ocrans-
Hble XHTE/IM NMOCENKA BoOOIIe-TO He OCOGEHHO CTPEMMINCh
3aBA3bIBATh TECHbIE OTHOLICHHA ¢ OoOMTaTe/IMH aKTOpHH.
CaM Xe OH CJIHIIKOM MHOIO BpeMEHH NPOBOAWI B IKYHIJISX
BMeECTe C KAITHTAaHOM BHKXKepH, murrasch ybexaTb OoT yRyll-
nHBoit aTMocdepn MNocénKa, rie HHKTO He pasfensl ero
MpavHbIX NpeavYyBCTBHIi, H MOTOMy TOXe Majo obwaiucsa c
XuTenaMH GaKTopHH, A2 oH H Buaen-1o Caxkdopa Bcero napy
pa3 3a Bce lIeCTh MecslieB NpeOhBaHUA 3XeCh KOJOHHCTOB-
CaJIapHKOB.

C MecTa CHACHHUA €ro CIyTHHIIL JOHECCA 3BYK, KOTOPBIH
MOXHO ObUIO NMPHHATH 32 XUXHKAHbE Y 3eMJITH.

— Tawm, rae UBETHI pacLBETAIOT Ha COJIHLIE paHbllie BpeMe-
HH, pa3roBOpPHl O MOXOOHOM 4yae MOIYT He NpeKpalaTbCcH
nonMecsaua. He nymaels Xe Tbl, 9T0 OQHO TOJILKO JIIOOOTILIT-
CTBO 3aCTaB/ISUIO HAac Pa3ayMbIBaTh 00 €AMHCTBEHHBIX HALIHX
cocenax-HHOIUIaHEeTAHaX? MBI 3HaJIM, KaKylo ITHIIY Bbl €OH-
Te, Ha KAKMX KPOBAaTIX CIIUTE, KAKYIO OJeXIy HOCHTE H O 4YEM
Bbl OymMaeTe WJIM TNo KpalHeH Mepe KakUM o6pa3oM Bbl
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TIpETBOpSIETE 3TH MBICIH B CBOM MOCTYNIKM U ciloBa. Bor
rno4YeMy HaM XOpoLIo 6bUIO M3BECTHO, YTO MHOTHME M3 BaC He
BEPWIH, 4YTO OydeT BLIPWT TONOpP BOMHEI, U BOT INOYeMy C
TaKoil JIETKOCTBIO CMOIVIH HX BCEX IEpEeOUTD.

Pu3 6bu1 nopaxéx. Vicura JMiIb MOBTOPHIA €ro cOOCTBEH-
Hble pa3MBbIlIUIEHHS, NOAKpPEIUVIEHHBIE IIPOU3OLIEIIINMHU
COOBITUAMH. 3eMJISSHUH MOXET KPUTHKOBAaTh 3¢MJITHMHA, HO
yCIIbILIaB TaKyl0 HaCMELIKY B rojloce MHOIUIAHETAHKH, OH He
CMOT CAEepXaTbCA H BBHINAJIWI Pe3KMii OTBET, XOTA cpa3y Xe
3aMHYJICA Ha TOJIYCJIOBE:

— Ho Benp canapuku To...

— Caynapuku Toxe MepTBbl? Thl ropopuib npasay. Ceii-
Yac MbI BUIAMM, YTO 00a HalMX HapoJa BeH cebs Mo-IIIynoMy,
KaXablii MO-CBOEMYy, — OTBETWIAa OHa. — Temnepp Xe MbI
MOXEM TOJBKO NMOATOTOBUTHCA M HE MOBTOPATH OOJMblIEe 3THX
oumbok. Ax!

Ero BHMMaHHe NPURBIEK KOHYHK CEpeOpHUCTOrO Najb4yHKa,
yKasbiBalolnii Bripapo. C HacTyIUIEHHEM TEMHOTHI OHH ABH-
rajJjuch BIOJb peKH, B3AB MeplaHHe caabo
docdopecuupyloliei Boabl, KACKANOM JBIOIIECIHCA KyIa-To K
TOpaM Ha BOCTOKe, B KQUeCTBe OpPHEHTUpA I NIpU3eMJICHUSA
MalUWHbl MeXAY HpbDXKaMHU. JIXyHrnu BcTaBaiuM YEPHOH
cTeHoOM 0e3 KaKMX-JIM0O MPOCBETOB MO 06€ CTOPOHBI CKAJIMC-
ThIX G6eperos. TyT H TaM CBETWIKCH XyTKOBAaTbIM 3€JICHO-CHHHM
LIBETOM = KYCTHI-CBETWIBHHKHM, C IIOMOLIbIO CBOEro CHAHUSA
OHH 3aMaHHMBAIN B CMEPTEAbHYIO JIOBYLUKY HOYHBIX JIETYHOB.

Ho ToT oroHEk, Ha KoTopslii yKassiBasa McHra, BoBce He
OBUI MOXOX Ha KYCT-CBETWILHHK. TaM Iisicany A35IKH HacTo-
SlIEro IUIaMeHH, IVIAaMEHH OT KAKOTIO-TO BbICOKOOKTAHOBOIO
TOIUIMBA, MCIIOJL3yeMOIO /1 NpHUBEAeHUsS B ABIDKCHHE Ma-
WHMH Wik ¢Jaepos.

Pu3 pemmn He BbicKa3piBaTh BCITYX AOTAIKy OTHOCHTENBHO
HMCTOYHMKA 3TOIO IUIAMEHH, HO HENIPOU3BOJIBHO B3IPOTHYII,
HECMOTPs Ha CMYTHOE NpPeaYyBCTBHE, KOTOPOE OH A0 CHX NOp
cIepXHBaJl BHYTPH cebsl.

— Qnanoy!

54



— CraHums ciexeHus 3a nonéramu [latpyns B ropax, —
nobaswia 4yTh noroas cajapuka. — Ho pasBe TaM ocTaanch
KaKMe-TO CKJIaZlbl, HA KOTOPBIX MOXET BO3HMKHYTD noxap? A
ZIyMaJia, 4YTO OHM OBbUIM 3aKpHITH €lNE ABEe HeAeH Ha3al.

— TaM MOIIM OCTaBMTh CEKPETHLIH CKIad IJid MOMOUIH
HalleMy NMOCENKy mbo Bainei daxropuu. amomxka Muno
He roBopwI HH4ero o6 3toM. EMy 6bl1a NpocTO HEHaBHCTHA
caMma Maesi OCTaBHUTh IOCENOK, H OH HMKoraa Obl He chenan
3TOro, naxe ecnu 6nl eMy npukasan CogeT.

— Ckanp! HaBepHAKa ObUTH TIIATE/ILHO 3aMepThl U 3allH-
LIEHBI.

— Bor uMeHHO! — pe3Ko BOCKIMKHYA 3€MJISSHUH. —
Kpoxu ABHraloTcss Ha BOCTOK. OTOT OrOHb BCHBLIXHYJ CaMoe
Gonbluee HECKOJIBLKO MHHYT Has3al.

— W oHu aBUTralorcs B CTOpoHy PekcynoB, YTOObI OKOH-
YUTb CO BCEMH HHOIUIAHETIHAMM TIO 3TY CTOPOHY rop... —
Hcura npobopMoTaia 3Ty MBICIL ITOYTH HEOCO3HAHHO.

— BepHo, — cornacwicst Pus. — OHM 3HAIOT WIH CYMTa-
IOT, 4TO 3HAIOT, YTO HMKAKMX OTPSAAOB ciofa U3 Haraccapsl He
6yner ornpaBieHo. HasepHoe, OHM pelIWiIN GBICTPEHBKO CO
BCEMH HaMH TIOKOHYHTH, YTOOBI 3aTeM IIPONOJIXMTH CBOIO
MHTPALHIO.

OT0 MOIJIO GHITH XOPOILUMM OOBSICHEHHEM, KyJa HAallpaBIs-
JuCh KpoKH. YTo, ecam TyseMubl HanpaBWIH TIPOTHUB
HMHOIVIAHETSH JIM1Ib HeGoJbiIoH oTpAa? AGOpHIeHbl HayaaH
C TIOCeJIEeHMS JIIoNei, Mocie aTaKoBaM $aKTopHIo, a ceryac,
6e3ycoBHO, HampaBIAIUCh Ha BocToK. Ecam 3To Tak, To
PoJUIEp CKOPO AOJLKSH MMHOBAaTh OTPSAA KPOKOB, HEMOKOJe-
OMMO XeNalolHUX YHUYTOXHUTh BCEX HHOIUIAHETAH TO 3Ty
CTODOHY Iop.

— IlostoMy HaM npuAETCs NMPOITH CKBO3b HUX, — CHOBA
nogyepkHyna Ucwuna.

— Ha.

IMayuwmit rna3... BUEETH BELIW CKBO3b NPU3MY 3pEH s Bpara.
Ha, 3To Heo6X0AMMO... HO BO3MOXHO JIM TaKoe BUaeHHue? Pu3
NoKayas rojIoBOii, NOYTH 3aXJIECTHYTbIH BoJHOM cTpaxa. OH
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He Mo2 TIpeICTaBUTh ceOs ¢ NOKAThIM, 3alIMIIEHHBIM GpPOHEN
YepenoM, CMOTPETh Yepe3 [Ba I1a3a ¢ y3KUMH 3padykaMu. OH
Jlaxe He 3HaJl, COCTAB/ISUIM JIH pa3HocsliMe CMepPTh OTPsiibl,
JBUraBLUIMECHd HAa BOCTOK, XHWTEJH OXYHIVIEH WIHM X€ OHH
COCTOSUIM M3 TeX, KTO AOCTaTOYHO AOJITO CONpHUKAcalcs C
HMHOIUIAHETAHAMH, YTOObI YCBOMTD 3a4aTKH 3HaHUH MEX3BE3-
AHOH LIMBWIH3ALMH M, YYyThb M3MEHHUB CBOM MbICIMTE/IbHLIE
npoliecchl, JOBECTH HavyaToe JeJlo A0 KOHLa.

OnHako O4YeHb CKOpPO CBeACHHA O Bpare CyuleCTBEHHO
paclIMPMINCh H He B JIyYLIYIO CTOPOHY... Han posiepoM, HO
YyTb BIiepeAH, HOYDb Ipope3a] sApKui Oesblii JIyd cBeTa M
CKOJIB3HYJI K HUM, KaK HOX MNajaya.

Ocnenn€HHbIi, HUYETO He BHAA, PH3 CyNOpoOXHO cxXan
PYKaMH pYyJib, KOTAa pOJUIEP MOUIHO TPSIXHYJIO, NMOCTaBHUB
TIOYTH B BEpTHKAJIbHOE MNojlIoXeHHe. OH MCIyTa/ICs, YTO OHHU
MOIYT INepeBepHYTbcss. Ho TyT MX pasBepHyJiO BJIEBO, H
MalIMHY WBBIPHYJIO NPOYb OT PeKH K IXYHIISIM. PH3 momnsi-
TaJCcsA BBIPOBHSATH poJUIEp M INOCaAMTh €ro Ha TBEPAYI0O M
Ge30macHyIo NOYBY.

Poniep enBa KOCHYJICsl TBEPAOiT MOBEPXHOCTH, KaK MX TYT
Xe CHOBa MoAOpOCWIO B BO3AYX H GOKOM LUBBIPHYJIO B CTEHY
PacTHTEJBHOCTH, KOTOpasl cjierka Mnojajach Iojx 3THM Yyaa-
POM, OTYEro MalIHHY CTaJo pa3BopadyMBaTh. PH3 yCIHbIlIan
no3anu cebsd KpPHUKM MCIYTaHHbIX OETei, a JBe IyLIMCTble
PY4KM CTajJd TOMOraTh €My B YIpaBJIeHHH MalLIMHOH —
Hcura noHsuia, 4To HEOGXOQUMO CPOYHO MOCAAUTh MAlHHY.

KakuM-To 06pa3oM OHH CHOBa BBIPDOBHSUIH pOJUIEp WM
TOYTH BHIPOBHSUIH. Bc€ elué He OynydyH B COCTOSHMM BHIAETh
Yy10-71160, PU3 peunn, 4yro HOC MalIMHBI HaXOAHUTCS BHILIE
KOPMBI, MOTOMY YTO MX Tejla CHIbHO NpHXaJo K CINHHKAM
CUACHUH.

— Cunosoii my4! — yrBepxaeHue HMcurn mMmeno Beckoe
OCHOBaHHe. 3eMIIHHMH NOYYBCTBOBI, KAK IYLIMCTHIE Luep-
CTHHKHM TNOTrJajuJH €ro pykKy H IUIeYo, KOraa OHa
noBopayHBanach K AeTsaM. ['onoc e€ ycnokauBalolle 3aMyp-
JIBIKAJL.
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Pu3 npukpsL1 NagoHAMH Ia3a. Ha MrHoBeHHe MaHHKa
oxBaTwia ero. JleiictButensHo M oH ocien? Wnm tor nyy
TOJILKO Ha BpeMsl OCJIENIHWI €ro CBOMM SIpKMM CHSAHHeM?
Cuoboii Jyd! KTo-To U3 KapaTe/JIbHOTO OTpsiia KpOKOB 3Ha-
€T, KaK IoJIb30BaThcA 3THM opyxueM Ilarpyna. Haxomurcs
M ctaHuuA «Pnanoy» Bcé ellé noj KOHTPOJIEM NIofeH... WIH
COKpYlIEHa B pe3y/lbTaTe HaIETa Ty3eMLEB, U Tenepb MHO-
IUTaHETHOE OpYXHe MNOoMNajio B Jlanbl KpoKoB? CHIOBLIE JIyYH
BXOIAT B NepedyeHb 0c000 CEeKpeTHBIX BoopyxeHHUi. Kaxum
006pa3oM KpOKH cMO24u 3aXBaTUTb 3TO opyxue?

P 10, Kaxum obpazom 3T0 OpyKHe 0Ka3ajlocCh y Ty3eMLEB,
pa3yMeeTcsi, He ObUIO IIaBHO#H npobieMoil ansa 6erneuos —
Mx Gosbllle 3aHMMAJIO, YTO OHM C HHMM caenanu. Pus cxsatun
TIOKDLITYI0O MEXOM PYKY.

— IMocnywmait! — TpeGoBaTEIbLHO OOpaTWICA OH K CalapH-
Ke. — MBI Belb 0Ka3aIMCh Ha JIEBOM Oepery pekM, He TaK Jin?

— Kakoe 310 uMeeTr 3HayeHHMe? — OBICTpPO cIpocuia
Hcwura.

— 51 yBepeH, 4YTO cWiIOBas YCTAaHOBKA HaXOAUTCS Ha
npasoM 6epery.

— Hac peiictBurensHo orbpocwio Bieso. Hy u 4to 310
Tebe JaéT? — rojioc €€ NOBLICWICS Ha OOHY WIH JBE OKTaBhI.

— Inasa... 3TOT Ay4... 1 10 CHUX MOp HE MOTY BUAETH!

Pesxuii mmnsaumii Boox. 3aTeM ABIDKEHHE €€ pykKu. Pus
MOYYBCTBOBAI cJiaboe KOJIbIXaHHE BO3AYyXa OKOJIO CBOMX I'y0 U
Jorajajics, YTo OHa BOAMUT B3al-Brepél PYKOH mepex ero
JIMIIOM.

— 3T0 BpeMeHHO, — IOHOlLlIa NOHAaAesUICA, YTO OHA IOBO-
PHT mpaBay. A nmoyeMy cajlapuka He ocliiervia? Bo3amoxHo, e€
rojiosa ObUIa MOBEPHYTA, H MTO3TOMY BCHBILIKA HE 3aTPOHYJA
MHOIUIAHETSHKY TNPSIMO.

— Kak Mbl 3acenu? — NMOUHTEPECOBAICH OH.

Hcura, 11eBeIbHYBUINCH Ha CBOEM Kpeciie, TIOYTH CKIOHH-
Jlach HaJ HUM, CJIOBHO CHJIACH pa3r/isieTh, YTO CKpLIBAETCA B
TeMHOTe 3a JanbHUM GokoM pomnepa. Ho oTBeuana oHa
POBHBIM TOJIOCOM, KaK 6bI OTYHTBHIBAsICh Mepel HUM.
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— MpuI npuM3eMAWIHCh NPSIMO Ha rycroit KycrapHuk. Ho
criepelH MalIMHa YTKHYJIaCh B KaKoe-To AepeBo, orqey() 3TOT
KpYTOH YKJIOH.

— A uTto nosaau?

— Toxe KycTapHMK.

— M Hukakux aepeBbeB? — OH 3HAJI, YTO CAlapUKM BUASAT
B TEMHOTe Jyd4lue, 4eM 3eMIsgHe. OHa Jo/pkHa Obula pasnu-
9uTh GONbluEe AeTaNe.

— Bonbuux Her.

Pu3 nposén pykoii no npuGopHoii Aocke. Ecnan pomnep He
NOJTydiwI TIOBPEXIeHHUI NMpHU TaKoil rpyboii mocanke...

— 5 nonpo6ylo naTh 3agHMii XoA, — cKa3an oH. — Ho
Tebe NpURETCA CACAUTh U HarpaBIsATh MEHA.

IOHowa Hamyman HYXHYI0 KHONKY ¥ HEYyBEPEHHO HaxXaJl
Ha He€. Posiep cran KpeHHUThCS TO Ha OAMH OOK, TO Ha
ApYyroi, 1 3To pacKadyMBaHHE COOOLIWIO eMy, YTO OoJbluas
YacTh NOBEPXHOCTH I'yCEHHIL] OIUpaeTcs Ha CIIOMaHHBIA Kyc-
TapHUK, Haa 3eMiI€i. [ToToM MamIMHa NMpHHSIACH KAa4dyaTbCs
B3aJ-BIepEN, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs IOCTENEHHO Hayala co-
CKanb3pIBaTh Haszan. IloBciooy cTOSUI TpecK JIOMAlOLUMXCS
BeTOK. MHTepecHO, CKOJIBKO Y HHX OCTQJIOCh BpeMEHH, Ipe-
XIie Y4eM KPOKHU NepenpaBsTcs Yepe3 peKy, YToObl MOKOHYHUTh
CO CBOMMHM XepTBaMHu?

W HackonbKo cepbé3Hble NMOBpeXICHHA NMOIY4YII poiuiep?
Pu3 uennsiics 3a eIMHCTBEHHYIO — KpPOLIEYHYIO — Haaexay,
YTO HamaBlUME BHAETH HX Oecrnopsgo4yHyl0 BBIHYXAEHHYIO
NocagKy, M YTO M3AAJIM OHA JOoJ/DKHA ObUla NMOKA3aThCH €l
6onee yxacHoii. Ty3eMubl MOI/IM Tenephb NMOJIAraTh, YTO OHHU
norepnenu kKpyiuieHue. B 3ToM ciyyae oHuM He OGyayT cme-
IIWTh, YBEPEHHbIE B CBOEH CHOCOOHOCTH OOHapyXUThb M
CXBaTHTb JII0GOTO YLEJIEBLIETO.

Ho MammHa ceiiyac HedoCTyIHa JIydy, a TYCEHMUB B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB 3alICNIIWINCh 3a YTO-TO TBEPAOE B MELIaHMHE
JIICTBEB, BETOYE.K M M3IIOMAKHBIX KycToB. U HakoHel cBep-
Kalolllie OTOHBKM, CTOSIBLIME Nepen mazamMu Pusa, cranu
OJICKHYTD.
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— Kak TaM HaBepxy, — CHOBa OOpaTHWICA 3€MIAHHH K
CBOEH CITyTHHUIIE, — MHOIO HaJ HaMHM YHCTOro Heba? —
poJUicp He BEPTOJIET H He MOXET COBepUIaTh NPLDKKM, Ha4M-
Has NOJET CTPOro BEPTHUKAJIBLHO.

— Tonbko He 37eCk.

Boi6Gpapimyics W3 IXYHIJIEH HAa OTKPHITHIH Geper pexu, OHH
cpa3y BBIGAZYT ceGd U CTAHYT JIETKOH MHUIDEHBIO IJIS olepa-
Topa Jy4eBoil ycTaHOBKM. OIHAKO, HaBepHOE, OHH CMOTYT
npoOpaTbcs HEMHOIO BIEpER B HajeXne oOHapyXHUTh NOJA-
HY, JOCTATOYHO GOJIbIIYIO IJI1 COBEPINCHHS NMPbIKKA.

— I'ne 3pech 3apocnu nopexe? )

CHOBa MOZJBINAIOCH OBYDKCHUE HAa CHACHWM, H OH pe-
1IWI, YTO CaiapHUKa BHUMAaTeLHO M3ydaeT OKpyxKalolee HX
TIPOCTP2HCTRO.

— Bnepenu u cnipaBa aepeBba. CneBa TOJbKO KYCTapHHK,
HO C TOH CTODOHHI M Geper pexu.

— Taxk yro Haszag? — pouiep MEAJIEHHO OTO3BaJicd Ha
paboTy pykK.

— Jla, 3TO caMblil AyYIIVii yTh.

U Hayanoces yroMHTeNbHOE OTCTYIUICHUE; MalliyiHa pacKa-
YHEANACh U LETUIUIaCh O BEeTKH M JIMaHbl. PU3 BOpyT oco3Han,
YTO 3BYKOBOM 3KpaH Gonpile He paboTaeT, a 3HAKOMOIO
TyAeHUs TOoCcie HaXXaTHA Ha KHOIIKY He pa3najicch. MecTHble
HaceKoMBle... PH3 B3IpOrHyn, KOrma €ro YyTh Bhillie TUieYa
KaK orHéM oboxrno. Ho-He 6110 BpeMeHH 6eCIOKOMTECA O
TaKUX MyCTSIKAX.

— Ilomoxon! — pyxa McHrH Tax CWILHO CHaBWIa €ro
PYKY, YTO CBOMMH HOITSIMM OHAa MOpaHWIA €ro KOXy. —
HemHoro panpine, ew€ 4yTb-4yTh, M Thl MOXELLb IOBOPAIM-
BaTh. TaM HeT JepeBbeB, TOJBLKO KYCTaDHHK H MHOXECTBO
JIMaH.

Bo3MoxHo, TaM M HET JAepeBbEeB, HO JIHaHbl TOXE MOTYT
TIPEACTaBIATh 60JIblIYI0 OonlacHOCTh. OQHAKO €MY OCTAaBalIOCh
TOJIbKO MONKITaThesl. PH3 noxnanca e€ koMaHasl: «/laBaiil> —
M pBaHYJ py/ieBoii peryar. Ponnep Heykmioxe MOAYHMHMICA H
C TPECKOM NpoOHI FOPOTY CKBO3b CONPOTURIAIOLIYIOCHA CTEHY

IXYHIJICH.

59



I'nasa wecmasn

— IlpurHM ronoBy M OepXHU AeTeil c3aaM, Jydlle IIOX
KaKUM-HHOYnb ykpbITHeM! — mpHMKasal Pu3 M caM Kak
MOXHO HIDKE HarHysicsi Ha cumeHuu. IlneTH KycTapHuka M
Pa30pBaHHBIX IMAH XJIECTATH BEPXYLIKY pojUiepa, B TO BpeMs
KaK OHH YTIOPHO TNPOAMPAIUCH N0 Tpolie Brepéld. 3eMISHUH
6ewieHo Moprai. TeHwp crepoBana 3a TeHbIO, HO cjalnle
PAas3IMuMs MeXOy HUMH OH yXe Mor owryTuTs. OH c obGnerye-
HHEM B3JIOXHYJl — cCJIENIOTa OKa3alaCh JIMLIb BpeMEeHHBIM
sIBJIEHHEM, KaK OH M HalaesUics.

— IlIkana cnepa, BTOpas Ha MaHENH C TBOEit CTOPOHBI, —
enBa BbIOXHYZ OH. ClioBa cieTeH € ero ryé BMecTe C
TOJYKOM poiviepa. — VW HANKAaTOp noKa3bIiBaeT KaKue-HUbyab
M3MEHEeHUs?

— OrpaHuWYHTEeIbHAs CTpEJIKAa TON3ET BBEPX.

— XJonHM MO Heil pykoit! — BLIKpMKHYN Pus, 6osich
TOBEPHTb B 3TO 6€3 NMpOBEPKH.

— Tenepr oHa KoJneblyeTcsi, — OTBETWIA cajlapMKa Yepe3
CEKYHAY, — H NOCTEIIEHHO BO3BpalIaeTcs B NMpexHee IMOJO-
XeHHe.

— 3HauuT, BCE€ el€é paboTaeT... H Hac NOKAa He Ipecie-
RYIOT.

«[IpaBna, HenoHATHO, noyeMy», — noayMan Pus. Eciu
TOJILKO... €CJIM TOJILKO HX KaTacTpoda Haa pexoil He nokasa-
nach HabmoaaBLIKMM €& KpoKaM Kyaa 6ojiee pa3pylIMTEIbHOIA,
4yeM OHa 6GbL1a Ha caMoM jene. Bparn BnonHe MoriM mnogy-
MaTb, YTO OHH IIPOCTO TPOXHYJIMCh O 3eMIi0 — Jubo
MEPTBBIMH, JTH60 a6COMIOTHO GeCIIOMOLIHEIMM KYCKAMH Msica,
KOTOpBbIe OHM NMOTOM 6e3 BCAKO# CcyeThl HAHAYT nocje pa3py-
LLICHHS TOC/IEAHETO NIOCTa HHOIUVIAHETAH B 3TOM paiioHe. OH
MOAENWICA CBOMMH MbIC/ISIMHU ¢ HMcuroii.

— Jla 1 ¥ camMa yx GpUTO pelInIa, YTO HaM TNPHXOAMT
KOHEll, — 3aMeTWia OHa, — II03TOMY, HaBepHOE, HE CTOHT
MOpHLIATh KPOKOB, YTO OHM TMOCYMTANH Halll CITYCK CMEpTO-
HocHbIM. CKonbKo oTcioaa no Pekcyna?

— A He 31ar0. Byns y Hac cBA3b, OHH MOI/IH GBI IIPOBECTHU
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Hac 1o NMOUCKOBOMY iydy. Ho B HallleM NoJIOXeHHH OCTaéTcs
ToJIaraThCs TOJMILKO Ha JETEKTOp pasyMa W TO, YTO OH He
BLIBEIET MaLIMHY K OTPANY KpoKoB... M BcE-Taku: KpPOKH,
HMelolre cWioBoii iyy! OHHM Xe MOryT pa3pyludTb... — OH
Pe3KO OCTAaHOBWICS, OCO3HAB HAaKOHEll, YTO Ha CaMOM JeJie
O3HayaeT 3ToT ¢axT.

— CwioBoii Ty4, — 3aKOH4YWIa 3a Hero Mcura moyru He
JPOTHYBLIMM IOJIOCOM, Y€ro OH, NMPH BCEM CBOEM XEJIaHUH,
He cMor Obl B 3TOT MOMEHT cleNlaTb, — MOXET JIETKO
Mpoxeyb OOPOry B 3allIMTHBIX Mopsakax PekcynoB, He Tak
au?

— Jla. Ho ecnu Haluy JIIOAU Y3HAIOT, YTO Y KPOKOB €CTh
TaKoe OpYyXHe, TO OHH CMOTYT KO€-YTO NOATOTOBHTD.

— Y10 MMEHHO? — BSIO MOMHTEPECOBAJIACh CajlapHKa.

IeiictButensHo, yro? ToMbKo XOpOoILIO 3alIMIIEHHOE MO-
ceJieHMe, TaKoe, Kak nopt Haraccapa, MoxeT BblIepXaTb
yaap CHJIOBOIO JIyda M Jaxe, MMesl IPOTHBOCWIOBOM 3KpaH,
KOTOpbIif HamnpaB/iseT Has3ald 3HEPIrHI0 aTakyloluiero Jyda,
CIIOCOOHO YHHYTOXMHTh CHJIOBYIO YCTAHOBKY M Te€X; KTO YII-
paBaser cio. Ho y PekcynoB HaBepHsiKa HeT 3allUThl
noxo6Horo Tuna. 3alIMTHHKA HE MOTYT OXWMAATh, YTO CTOJ-
KHYTCS ¢ Ty4lIUM opyxuieM Ilarpyns, oka3aBUIMMCS B pyKax
BOMHOB M3 IXyHI1eii. KoHeYHO, 3TH NPHUMHTHBHbIE OXOTHH-
KA He JODKHbI ObUTH 3HaTh, KaK HM IIOJb30BaThCsl, HO
METKOe IMNoMNajaHHe, cOuBlliee HMX pOJUIEpP, YKA3bIBaJIO, YTO
KTO-TO M3 MX OTpsila YMeeT oOpaliaThCsid C COBPEMEHHBIM
MHOIUIAHETHLIM CPYXMEM.

— IlnaBTanus — Haul efMHCTBCHHLINH LIAHC, — TYNO
npobdopmMoTan Pu3. — Mil He cMOXeM NOOHATHCS Hal ropa-
MM B 3TOi MalllMHE, — Yy HEro JaXe CTaJd BO3HHUKATb

COMHEHH, a IOJITo JIH OHU Boobile OyAyT ABKIaThCs BIEpEN.
Ilpu ynpapieHuH poiepoM Tenephb MOSBWIKCH ONpeaeEH-
Hble TPYAHOCTH, KOTOpbie Hesib3sl ObUIO OGBLACHHMTH NPOCTO
HEPOBHOCTSIMM 3€MJIH, N0 KOTOPOii OHU mnepeaBHrajauch. U
3BYKOBO# 3KpaH nepecTas AeiicTBoBaTh. [la M paboTaloT iu
BOOOIIIe OCTa/libHbIEe 3alIMTHbIE CHCTEMBI?
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— Honoxan! — pe3ko BockmmkHyna Mcura. — Crpesnxa,
Tenepb OHAa CHOBA 3aJBUTaJIach!

Pu3 cuibHee CTHCHYN pynb.

— Kyna n Hackonbko? — cnaboe cBeueHHe NPHOOPHOI
naHe/JM Ka3ajlochb Ui HEro eABa pa3IMYUMbIM CMYTHBIM
MATHOM, YTOOBI OH MOT paccMOTpeTh NMoka3aHusA Npubopa.

— OHa OTKIOHWIAcCh BMPABO... Ha JeCAThb AcjieHMH... a
Teneps el€ Goblue...

— DTO 03HaYaeT, YTO KPOKH NepenpaniIsgioTcs dyepe3 pexy.
A 4TO Briepea Hac?

Canapvka NpUNOAHSUIACh B TPACYLIEHCA MalllMHe, TOJ0-
XWia pyKy Ha ero Iuie4o, YToObl COXpaHUTh paBHOBeCHE, H
HanpsKEHHO BCMOTpeach B Aopory nepea HUMH. CylnecTsa
€€ pachbl Jyylile, HeXe/IU 3eMJIgHe, BUAAT HOYLIO.

— A-ax! OcraHoBHCH — ObICTpee!

PHu3 noguvHWICs, M poJUlep CWILHO HaKpeHMWICS, Koraa
OH 3acThUI B I'yllie H3JIOMAaHHOTO KycTapHuKa. OrHeMéT! Ecin
OBl TOJNIBKO YHaJioCh NMPUMEHHUTHL OrHeMET! OH NMPHUroTOBWICH
K OTPaXeHHIO aTaKi KPOKOB M3 TEMHOTHI.

— Mul panoM ¢ KpaeM oOpbiBa, — MeXIY TEM JOJIOXHIA
Hcura. — ImybuHa oBpara MHe HEU3BECTHA, U OH JOBOJILHO
HIMPOKUH. MBI cCMOXEM TepenpuIrHyTh €ro?

IMansusl Pu3a moTsaHymuch K APYroif KHONKE M CHWIBHO
HaXanu Ha He€. MainHa pBaHynach, HO pEaKTHBHOH CTPYH
0Ka3aJIoCh HENOCTATOYHO, YTOOB! NMOAHATH UX Hajl CIUIOLIHOMK
Maccoll pacTUTENbHOCTH, CKBO3b KOTODYI0O OHM IpoOMpa-
nuch. [a, oH ObUI MpaB, HE OAHMH TOJbLKO 3BYKOBOH 3KpaH
BbILIEJT U3 CTPOS MOCJ/IE aBapMH.

— CucreMa ymipaBleHMs NpbDKKaMHM He paboTaeTr, —
ycTano coobimn 3eMIgHUH. YTo Xe Teneps aenarb? ITombl-
TaThCsA Pa3BEPHYThCS TaK, YTOOBI OH CMOTI' YHHMYTOXHTh
KYCTapHHK U3 orHeMéTa? Bce ero BOCMOMMHAHUsS ¥ pa3MBIiII-
JICHUs1 B TEYEHUE BCEIO 3TOr0 KOIIMApHOIO IHA M HOYH
OTHOCHTENIBHO NPHMHIINIA Nayysero ria3a, Tenepb, HaKOHell,
BOIUIOTHJIMCH B AelicTBHe. PU3 BcTyman B caMylo pHCKOBaH-
HYI0O MIPY B CBOEH XH3HHM, Ky#a Gonee pUCKOBAHHYIO, YeM,
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BO3MOXHO, eMY NpHAETCA Koraa-aubo ewé cuirpars. Ho 310
ObU1 HX €IMHCTBEHHbIA IAHC.

— Bcé, — monuIToXiw1 OH pe3Ko, NMPHUHAB pelieHue. — A
cobGHpaloch MOBEpPHYTh Ha3al OT oOphiBa. BriOpocH Bcé U3
fbaraxHuKa, HanoJIHK ¢aAry U3 pesepByapa, 3abepH BCIO ey
— MoOXelllb 3aBEpPHYTh BCE 3TO B ofiesyla — U Oyab C JETbMU
HarotoBe. Kak TOJIbKO MBI OCTAHOBHMMCS, XBaTaili MX ¥ TIOKU
M IpbIraliTe 3 MallMHEL 3aTeM OeruTe HanpaBo, BIOJb Kpas
obpriBa. Ilomoxau... — OH OTCTErHyN Mosic ¢ KoOypoii, rae
HaxXOAWICSA COorpeBalollMii eMy nyury 6racrep. — Thl 3Haellb,
KaK MM nonab3oBaTtbcs? HaXMu TpH pa3a Ha cBETALLYIOCA
KHONKY — Tbl YCTAHOBHIIIL 3apsli Ha MaKCHMyM, a 3TO
NPHUTOZUTCS, KOTAA HYXHO OyaeT nmpoXeyb NMaHLMPb KPOKOB.

— A Kax Xe Tel? — cajlapuka B3sU1a Ormacrep.

— S BriGepych Mo NPUKPBITUEM OTHEHHOH BCHBILUKH,
KOTOpas OTBJIEYET KpoKoB. OHU caMH BeIyT cebst MoqOOHbIM
o6pa3oM, Koria B CXBaTKe MX 3aroHsiior B yroi. Kak tonbko
OHH NpHOIU3ATCA, A 1aM 110 HUM 3aJIN H3 OTHEMETA. A TIOTOM
TOLUTIO poJulep Ha3al K OOpBIBY, OH DYXHET B NponacTb M
B30opBETCA. EC/IM KTO M3 KPOKOB H YlieNeeT B 3TOl KaTacTpo-
de, To pewryT, YTO MBI Bce B3OPBAINCh BMECTE C MallIMHOM.
A 5 NpUCOEIMHIOCH K BaM, KaK TOJBKO CMOTY.

— MamHa HacTONBKO MOBpPEXIEHa, YTO OConbllie He
MOXeT HaM IoMouyb? — paBHoayurue Mcuru mo moBony
FpO3sillieii UM ONAaCHOCTH O00OAPMIO 3eMISTHHHA.

— Jla. OHa B m1060#f MOMEHT MOXET TOJIHOCTBIO BLIKITIO-
YUTLCHA. A Tenephb yxomure!

3eMJISHUH TNOMOr cCajlapMKe IOOLICTpee cobparh GAary,
NakeThl C eJoi, anTedKy M ABa HoXa. 3aTeM OH Imepeaan
3aHHY B pyKM MaTepM M YBHAEN, Kak [opaM NOKOBBUISLI
BCJied 32 HUMH — MaJICHbKMH MaJIbYHK, HO KaK MCTHHHBIH
My:XX4YHHA TAlOMBLIWI BTOPOM y3el M3 ofesuia. OHM YLUUIM, H
Pu3 ocrasca oagWH Ha OOMH C MpayHOM HadeX[oi, d4To
caesaa NpaBWILHBIHA BbIOOp. [Ipy ynayHoM credeHuH obcro-
ATELCTB MX MPEC/EeNOBATEM BIIOJIHE MOTYT MOBEPHTb, YTO
OHHM OKAa3aJIUCh NOTrpeOGEHHLIMM B PYXHYBLUEM poJUIepe.
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IOHo111a OCTOPOXHO YNpaB/IsUT MAaUIMHOI, H ero nogo3pe-
HHSA OTHOCHUTENbHO OyAylIMX coOBITHH B TNONHOI Mepe
MOATBEPXIATIMCh 3aTOPMOXEHHOM peakiiMeii MalIMHBI Ha ero
ynpasiedne. OOMH pa3 JBUraTe/b MOJHOCTHIO BRIpYOWICS, H
Pu3 mogyman, yro 3To KOHeElU BCeMY, HO TOT BCE-TaKH
BKJIIOYMJICS Yepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMsl, KOTla OH B HEHCTOBCTBE
NpUHsICA OUTh Mo KHonkaM. Upe3BbI4aiiHO OCTOPOXHO OH
pa3BepHYJICS 3aR0M K IIPOIacTH, HEBUOMMO B TEMHOTE, H
OTHEMET Temneph ObLT HamnpaBlIeH B CTOPOHY, OTKYAa JOJDKHEI
6pU1H npuiiti KpokH. K cyacThio, ma3a Pusa onpaBHJINCH 0O
TaKo#i CTeNeHM, YTO OH MOT BHIETh NMOKA3aHHA Ha LUKajie
Pa3BeAbIBaTEILHOIO AETEKTOPA, CTPEJIKa KOTOPOro yXe nepe-
1Ula OTMETKy cepeauHbl. Kpoky npu6mmkanuch, U O4eHb
6rIcTpO.

OHH He MOIJIM HECTH ¢ c060if Ty4yeBYyl0 YCTAHOBKY, C/IMLI-
KOM YX pa3OMTOli OocTajach Mocjie pojulepa 3eMIfA, €C/IH
TOJIBKO Y HUX He ObuUlo nmoabeéMHoI ruiatdopmul. Ho naxe B
TaKoM ciyvae... PU3 ynuiGHyCS, HO HUYTO B YIbIOKe TOHKHX
ry6 3eMJIlHHHA He yKa3biBajio Ha loMop. Ilnatgpopma MoxeT
ABUTAaThCA TONBLKO MPSIMO MO Npoceke, KOTOpYylo. Mponaxai
poviep:. Toraa oH Jierko Nopa3sHT €€, a CTOMT IOMNacTh B
CWIOBYIO YCTaRHOBKY, KaK BCe KPOKHM, HaXxozsluuecs p;mou,
MIHOBEHHO TNOTHOHYT.

3eMISHMH 3aKOHYWI IPUIOTOBJACHHMA M CTal cnoxomm
xaatb. OH JIMUIb C COXaIEHHEM NOAYMas1 06 0TKa3e 3BYKOBO-
ro 3kpaHa. [IpnnaBnenHas MallMHOM PACTHTEILHOCTD, AOJDKHO
6BITb, CTYXHWIa JOMOM /IS HEMCYMCIMMOINO MHOXECTBA Ha-
CeKOMbIX. PH3 MOr TO/NIBKO HalesAThCS Ha CWIY peneJUlcHTa,
KOTOpBLIM OH BhIMa3ajl KOXY Nepel OTNpaBJIeHHEM, HO TOT He
MPEeROXPAHSLI €r0 NOJHOCTBIO OT YKYCOB 3THX MEJIKHMX TBapeH,
KOTOPBIX OH HE MOT BHIETH (I1a M He xorea). OxunaHme...
ITepeHocHTh ero 6bUTO Kyma TpygHee, YeM HATHCK JIOObIX
HacekoMbIX. OH Jaxe Hayaj B yMe CYHTATh, NMBITAACh TAKUM
o0pa3oM OLEHHUTb, HAaCKONBKO Aajicko yxe yuutd HMcura u
IeTH ToCJle OCTaRJIEHUS poJUiepa.

I'naza Pusa npuBLIKIH K cBeTy H... HeyXenn 3ToT MOMEHT
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HacTynmwi Tak ckopo! KpokH, XoTd M XHWIH B IXYHINISX, HO
Jaxe OHM He CMOIVIM 3aMackKMpoBaTh 3TOT IpeAMET, 3aBUC-
IIMA Ha HEKOTOpPOH BBICOTE Hal JAOPOTOi, IpOJIOXEHHOM
poJUIepoM, — TEMHOE NATHO Ha ¢doHe Heba. [IaTHO He cnelua
MPUOIXAJIOCh, H pacCesIHbIH CBET MOJypa3JaBRlIeHHbIX Kyc-
TOB-CBETWIbHUKOB coob1IM/I PH3y ero MCTHHHbIE pa3Mephbl.
HTak, oHU delicmeumenbHo OCTABWIH JIY4eBY1O YCTAHOBKY Ha
NMoABLEMHYIO IU1aTdOpMy.

3eMJISHMH HaXxaJl Ha KHOMKy ortHeMméra. M3 pacrpyba
BBIpBaJICSA KITyO pXaBo-KpacHoro ruiaMeHM. OH JODKeH ObLI
HaKpHITh NMOABEMHYIO TUIATHOPMY M TO, YTO HAXOAMJIOCh Ha
eé rpy3oBoii rutomanke. OnqHako Pu3 He cTan XnaTh Jokasa-
TeNbcTB nomagaHusa. OH NpHUKPHUT I71a3a, obeperas MX OT
BCIIBILIKH TUTAMEHH, YXBaTWICA 3a IBEPb OQHOM PyKOii, 3aTeM
pa3BepHYJICS HAa CHOECHHH, POBHO Ha CTOJIbKO, YTOObI HAXATh
Horoii Ha craptep. IloToM cCHpHITHYN1 Ha 3eMiio, Habus
CHHSKH Ha KOJICHAX, BCKOYII Ha HOTH M OTIPOMEThIO Opocil-
cs1 6exaTh CKBO3b KYCThl K CKAJIUCTOMY OODBIBY.

Posutep mon3 Ha3al, TyCEHHLbI €ro CKpeXeTald N0 KaM-
HIO. A BOKpYT' HeylpamisgeMON MallMHBbl OCJIETMTEIbHBIM
cUsiHUeM OyleBajlo IUlaMsi, BbIpbIBaBlI€eCS M3 OTHEMETa,
CMepTEIbHBIM BeepoM CMeTalwollee Bc€ co cBoero mytd. U
BIPYT 3TO KOMNbE OTHS YCTpPEeMWIOCh B HeOO, Korja MauiMHa
HaKpeHWIach Ha Kpalo obpriBa. Pu3, Tenepp HaxoauBLIMICA
B COTHE METPOB OT poJUiepa, PUCKHYJI OCTAHOBUTLCS, YTOOBI
GpocuTh B34 Hasal.

MalumnHa nokayHysnach M ONMpPOKMHYNach B mponacte. Ho
HECKOJIBKO BparoB BcE€-TakH yuenaesno. [1poH3uTenbHble Kaul-
JITIOUIMEe KPUKHU KPOKOB CJIWINCH B OAMH Pe3KHii BO3MYIIEHHbII
BOIUIb. 3EMJISTHHUH NPUIYCTII NPOYb CO BCeX HOT, HaAesCh,
YTO OCTaBlIMeCHd B XHUBBIX Ty3eMLbl COOpaluCh BMECTEe Ha
Kpalo cSpbiBa M Jaxe HayalM CITyCKaTbCcsA K MECTy KaTacTpo-
&b1. OH NpUYHHWI UM CcepbE3HBIA yiep6, U OHH JOJDKHLI
TCICPph YTPaTUTh CBOIO OCTOPOXHOCTb OT XEJIAHHS 3amoly-
YUTH ero ronoBy. Yepen xpabporo Bpara 6su1 ropasao 6onee
HeHHbIM TpodeeM A BOUHOB Ki1aHa Bricokoro [epesa, ueM
rojioBa XepTBbl, CHATasA C IUIeY Tocje npoctoi GoMHH.
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Pu3 cynopoxXHo BAOXHYJ, KOrZa MOYyBCTBOBal 601b mnof
pé6paMu. Tenepb OH IOJ/DKEH HAJEATLCS HE TOJBLKO Ha CBOIO
CKOPOCTb H IPOBOPCTBO, HO ¥ Ha criocobHocTh Mcuru Bumers
B TeMHOTe. Ecy canapuka yaepXurcs y Kpas NpornacTH, KaK
OH M NpPMKA3aJl, TO OH OYEHb CKOPO JOroHMT Gertenos. U B
TO Xe BpeMs, BHOBb PBaHYBLIMChH NPOYb, YTOOBI KAK MOXHO
6nicTpee ybpaThcs mofaislie OT MecTa Katactpodsl, Pus c
HeTeprieHHEM XAaJl HAacTyIUIEHHsS MM Xe 3aAyMaHHoro ¢u-
Haja.

W TOoT HakoHell pa3paswics, gaxe Oojiee OlIEOMHUTENb-
HbIl, yeM Pus npeacraBnan cebe. Benellika cBera Ha MUT
3aTMMWIA POJHOE COJIHLE HLIKYPHaH1IEB, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
€ro UCTOYHHK HaXOAWICS Ha AHE NponacTH. PU3 cnioTkHyscs,
M Cc ero ry0 coppajoch CJIOBEYKO, K CMeXy He HMelollee
HHKAKOro oTHoureHus. JI1060if OXOTHHK, HACTUTHYTBIMH 3THM
B3pPbIBOM M o0ecnieuyeHHBIH nopLyeii OrHA Ha BCIO KATYLIKY,
HHKOTIA yXe Gosblie He CTAHET MHTEPECOBAThCS YepelnaMH
— JaXXe CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM!

Boxnau 31010 OTpsina, HOJDKHO OBITH, YNIPARISIIM JIydeBO
ycTaHOBKOH Ha mogbéMHOI miardopme. U Pus Mor ¢ 60ib-
IO AoJneil BepOATHOCTH pPacCYUTHIBATh Ha TO, YTO BCE OHH
noru6au. [ToaToMy eciiu KTo-To M yiiesies pH NocleayoleM
B3pBIBE pOJUIEpa, TO BPSIA JIM OHH NPOAOJDKAT NMpeciefOBaHue
HMHOIUIaHEeTSAH. PU3 mpocro mociieqopan npuMepy Ty3eMLEB,
KOTOpbIE, BCTPETHMBIIHCH C NMPEBOCXOASIMMMH CWIAMH TIpo-
THUBHHKA, OOBIYHO HamajaqM Ha Bpara M CTapajuch Kak
MOXHO JOpOXe MpoJaTh CBOIO XH3Hb.

Tonbko Teneps oH Hayal 6ecrioKkouTscst 06 Ucure u getax.
KoHeyHO, OHH He MOoNIM YHTH ganeko. OH 3amemnmn Oer,
BHHUMaTeJIbHee BIVISIAbIBAsCh B HEPOBHbIE IATHA KYyCTOB-CBe-
TWIbHUKOB. Ho TyT B HeGe 3acusan ell€ OAMH HCTOYHHUK
CBeTa, 3acTaBUBLIMII PU3a pe3ko ocTaHOBUThCS.

Bpicoko Haj ronopBoii, ABHrasch Kak pa3 B ero Hampanie-
HHUH, B BO3JlyXe 3acBepKas cjie] — My/JIbCHPYIOLIHUE KpacHble
JIMHHH, TOYHee NMYHKTHPHblE OYepTaHUs JyAOBULIHOMH rojo-
Bbl C Pa3sHHYTOH 4YeNIOCTBIO C KIBIKAMH, Ka3aBUIHMHCH
MQICHbKHMMH YTOJIbKaMH.
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Ecnu 661 OH HaXOQWICS B poJUiepe WIH AaXe Ha OTKPHLITOM
MecTe, HO ¢ 6/1acTepoM B pyKax, PH3 JOCTOHHO GBI BCTpeTHI
aTy yrpo3y. IIpocroit Xe HOX — cinabass 3al[Mra NPOTHB
BO3AYIIHOTO APAaKOHa Ha OXOTHHYbEH TEPPUTOPHH 3TOrO
MOHCTpa — MOPOXIEHUS MIIKYPUAHCKOH HOYH, MCIIOJIb3YIO-
10Ero ocJervisfioniee CHAHUE IOJIOBbI, YTOOBI NPHUBOAHTL B
yXac CBOM XEpTBbl M JAeNaTh HX OGecrioMoluHbIMH. Ceiiyac
IpakoH BBIlIEJI Ha OXOTY, H, KaK NMOHsA Pu3, moka He ero
BBIOpaJIM B Ka4eCTBE XCPTBHI.

Koro-1o apyroro! Bcé€ XuBoe B IXYHIISIX NPOOYAIIOCH OT
IIyMa HeflaBHel OuTBH. Pa3maBaiuch rpoMKHe NMPOH3UTENb-
Hble KPHKH IOTPEBOXEHHbIX NTHL, lUEJEeCT HaceKOMbIX,
MOJI3AI0IINX B Macce PacTUTEJIBHOCTH, M CKBO3b MX LIYM
3eMJITHHH He CJIBILIAN 3/I0BEMIET0 XJIOTIAHbS ITHPOKHX KPbLIb-
€B, a MOT TOJIbKO HabmiogaTh 3a KpPaCHbIMHM OYepTaHHSIMH
37106HO# roJNIoBbI, KOIla OTPOMHOE CYLLECTBO IUIaHHPOBAJIO,
CHIDXAsICh M BBICMATpPHBas XEpTBY.

VY Hcuru ects 6nactep, 1 PH3 3Has, 4TOo OHA NPEBOCXOTHO
BUAUT B TeMHOTe. Ho ecnu caslapuka BOCNIONBL3yeTCs] OpYXH-
€M, YTOObI MOKOHYHUTH C aTaKymollei e€ TBapblo, TO 3TUM OHa
TaKke TPHUBIEYET K cebe BHUMaHHE KPOKOB, IOKa3aB, YTO
Gerneusl Bcé ewmn€ xuBbl. M TOrma Mx oTka3 oT poiuiepa
okaxeTcsi 6ecCMBICIEHHBIM — OHH BHOBb JIETKO MOTYT OBITH
NoiMaHHBIMH NPECJICAOBATESIMM.

Horu Pu3a npogosxaim HECTH €ro BIIepE€l, XOTA I0HOolIa
He MMeJl HM MaJleilnero npeiacrapieHUs, KAKUM 06pa3oM OH
cobupaeTcs NPOTHBOCTOSATh C TOJLIMM PYKAMH 3THM Kpac-
HBIM YTOJILKAM B NTACTH ¥ YXACHBIM KOITSIM, KOTOpLIE NApWIH
B BO3AyXe YyTh HIDKE OTVIMYHO BHUAHOM IOJIOBEI.

Bo3nymiHslii JpakoH Terepbh MapHi Ha BBICOTE BEpXyLIEK
JlepeBbeB, KOTOphlE POCIM Ha Kpaio oOphiBa, M 3TO ObUIH
OTHIONb HEe Te TUTAHTCKHE NEPEBbsl, CTPEJIO YHocHIIUecs
BBEpX B NOMIMHHONM dYamle MXyHmied. C yxacalolei sic-
HOCTBIO KIAUHYIH 9EMOCTH. DTO OXOoTdAlleecs co3laHue,
IIOJDKHO OBbITh, MOIMaJIo B MONETE KaKYylO-TO HEOCTOPOXHYIO
nruny. Ho Takoii Kycok Msica, KOHEYHO Xe, CJIMLIKOM MaJl,
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YTOOBl HACHITUTh €ro. Terepb ApPakoH IMapwl, HaBepHce, B
KaKUX-HUOyIb ecaTtu GyTax Hajg 3eMJIEH, M KpacHble oyepTa-
HUS e€ro roJioBbl KavyaJiuch B3ai-Brepén. Pus msman B3mox
ob/ieryeHHs W Ipxxan pyKy K HoowuM péopam. To, yrto
BBIMCKMBA/T BO3AYLIHbINM ApaKOH, NMPSTaJloCh MOJ JHCTBOM.

K HecyacTplo, y 3THX CYLICCTB ACHCTBHUTEJNBHO HMeEETCS
KaKoii-TO HHTEJUIEKT IUIIOC NPUBBIYKA YTIPSIMO IpecieoBaTh
OIHY BHIODAaHHYIO XepTBY, Bceraa B OQHUHOYECTBE U TEMHOTE
HOYHOI#1 oXOThl. Bo3myurHblil JpakoH NMpOAOJIKall KPYXHUTbCS
B BO3[yXe, HOXMIAsACh, KOTAa BhIOpaHHasA UM XEpTBa BbiOe-
peTcs U3 rycroii 1McTebl. K TOMy Xe caMo NpUCYTCTBHE 34€Ch
JpakoHa, OCOOEHHO KOTIa BCE B IXYHIISIX yX€ NMpoOyaWIoCh
M TIOTPEBOXEHO, CIYXWT CHTHAJIOM MUJISI JpPYTHX OeCTHHM.
NiepeBUTralolIMXCs MO 3eMJIe, TeX, KTO ITUTAeTCs] OCTaTKaMM
NUplIeCTB APaKOHa, KOTaa TOT, YTOJIIMB CBOii Gonee pa36op-
YUBBIA BKYC, yJIeTaeT MpoYb.

YepenHble KpbIChl, MPOTH — OHH Bce 3Aech cobepyrcs.
OHHU OOBLIYHO BHITOHSIIOT XEPTBY JPAKOHAa Ha OTKPLITOE Mec-
TO. Pu3 cnbiian pacckasbl BUKKepH 0 TOAOOHBIX COBMECTHBIX
OXOTax U 3HaJI, YTO CTapblii cobUpaTelb XUBOTHBIX MO Kpaii-
Heil Mepe He npeysBenuuuBas. OcTaBaThCs 3hE€Ch O3HAYaeT
CMEPTh OJHOTO POJa; YXOAUTbh — TOXE CMEPThb, HO APYTYIO.

3eMJISHUH NPUKUHYI, Tie KPYXHUTCA ApakoH. ToT neHuBo
pa3MaxMBall KpbUIbSIMH, Bpole Obl He coOHpasich K HeMel-
JeHHbIM JaedcTBUsIM. U y Puza mnodeMy-Tto mnosBHJIACH
YBEPEHHOCTbD, YTO BbIOpaHHbIE JpaKOHOM XepTBbl — HMcura u
netd. OHH, AODKHO 6bITh, — PH3 mocMoTpesn Ha MapMBLIYIO
B BBILUIMHE TOJIOBY C KPaCHBIM NMYHKTHPOM 3y0OB — CKpBIBa-
10TCS ol KAaKMM-TO KyCTapDHHUKOM WIH, CKopee, Mo JepeBOM
C TOJICTBIMH BETBSIMH, HEMHOIO JieBee OT Hero M OGnmxe K
Kpaio ob6pbiBa. Bo3MoXxHO, cajlapuKa NbITalach BbIOpaThCca K
VIIEAbIO, KOTAA OPAaKOH CIIMKUPOBaJ K HeM, BBITSIMBas
KOITH.

Pu3 ToXe crnpArajcs noa monoroM JucTbheB. BxXuMascs B
3eMJTI0, OH IONOJI3 K TOMy MECTY, KOTOpOE, Ha €ro B3IJidl,
YCWICHHO HHTepecoBaso ApakoHa. OH JOJKEH ObUI JBUraTh-
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csl ObICTpO, YTOOBI ycneTb AoOpaThesl MO OernelioB, Mpexne
YeM MOSBATCA YepenHble KphIChl WIM Iporu!

Wl BOT OH 3acThUI NOJ TOHKMM 3aHaBECOM YKPBITHS, yBe-
PEeHHBIH, YTO KpacHbIii CWIYy3T OrpOMHOM TIOJIOBBI, pa3 3a
pa3oM COBeplIaBUIMH MOBOPOTHI B BBICOTE, NMOKA He obpa-
wasca B ero ctopoHy! Eciu Obl eMy yaanock momobGpaThbest
IOocTaToYyHO 6:113K0! OHM CMOTYT NPEANPUHSTD TOJLKO ONHY
nonbITKy. nu xe Mcura cymeer npuMeHUTDh OJ1acTep, XOTA
IJIS BBICTpesa y3KMM JIy4OM TpeOyeTcsi METKOCTb Ol LITHOIO
oxoTHuKa. BMecte ¢ Bukxepu oH mowmén 6bl Ha NMOJOGHBIMH
PHCK He 3ayMbIBasiCh, HO B JAaHHOH CHUTYallMH OH JOJDKEH
OBITb YBEpPEH B pe3y/bTare.

YT0-TO IVIyXO YTIAJIO Ha MOJIOCKY OTKPHITOTO NPOCTPaHCTBA
MeXy 3apOoC/ISIMK KycTOB, MaHsl K ceGe U npuTsarusasi. U B To
Xe BpeMsl U3 KYyCTOB HalpoTHB cjabo 3acBepKajll OTpaXEéH-
HbIH OJIEMHBIA CBET METAJLIA, CJIOBHO HCKOPKA, H 3TO MEpLaHHe
6bUT0 HEe CHIbHEe, YeM CBETHWIHMCH BOKDYT Tejla HOYHBIX
HacekoMbIX. Brnacrep! Jloxno 6mTh, Mcura 3amMeTmna ero
npUOIIDKEHHEe M Teleph CUTHAIM3HMPOBAIAa €My O MecTOHa-
XOXAEHUH OpYXWs.

Pu3 nouwapun pykaMu no obGe CTOpOHBI CBOEro Tena,
pasrpebast B Ipsi3M cCTapble JIMCTbS M MycOp B IIOIBITKE
HallynaTh XOTh KaKylO-HHOYAb BETKY, KOTOPOH OH cMoTr Gbl
IOTAHYThCA B0 61acTepa. Ho HUYero noaxoasiuero He nomna-
JIoCh, KPOME KaKHMX-TO AepeBsIIeK, HACTOJILKO MPOTHHBIIHKX,
YTO OHM PACCHITIAJIUCh B €T0 PYKaX B OTBPATHTEJBLHO MaxHy-
LIYI0 TPYXY.

Bnacrep crnokoitHo JNexan Ha TpaBe, Ha OTKPHLITOM Ipo-
CTpPaHCTBE NMOJISAHBI, HO B BO3AYXe HaJl TOJIOBOI MapHyI IPaKoH,
TOTOBEIH B OO0 MOMEHT CXBaTHTh CBOIO XepTBy. OH Kpy-
XWI COBceM HM3KO Hajn omylukoii. 1 yeM Gonbine xnan Pus,
TeM MeHbllle Y HEro OCTaBajloCh PELIMMOCTH coOpaThes ¢
CWIaMHM M OCYLIECTBHTb 3agyMaHHoe. HakoHel 3eMJISHMH,
CTHCHYB 3yObl, Hamnpsr Bc€ Telo.

ITo cymecTBy nake He NOAHSBLINCH, OH METHYJICS BNEpER,
COTHYBUIMCH, CJIOBHO ¢yTOOMBHBIA HMIPOK, MAYLIUA Ha mpo-
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pLIB, CKOHLIEHTPHPOBAaBIINCh TONBKO Ha opyxuH. Ena cxBa-
TUB Onacrep, Pu3 oTnpbirHyn, ONHOBDEMEHHO majas Ha
CIIMHY W pa3BopayMBasi OpyXHe BBepX, B Hebo. U 6euieHuIMHU
rJla3aMH YCTaBWICH BBEPX, B CTPEMMTEJIbHO HaJBHUIaBLUUKCS
COBepILIEHHbIA HOYHOM KOLIMap.

Tonosa yynoBMla Tenepb HE Ka3ajlach NMPOCTO KPacHbIM
CWIY3TOM. YXacHbI€ OYepTaHHA MOpABI JpaKoHa oO6pucoBa-
JINCh BO BHE3aITHO BCIBIXHYBLIEM CBETE NIEPEHOCHOIM JIaMIIbL.
Apxmii 1y4 ocjaenuwi MOHCTpa Ha OJHY JIMLIb CEKyHAY, HO €€
XBaTWIO, YToObl PM3 Haxan Ha CIyCKOBOH KypoK 6iactepa U
BBITYCTII TOHKYIO 4épTouky orHs. Ilocne yero Pu3 Tonbko
ycrnes YBHAETDH, YTO BBICTpPEJI AOCTHUT PACKPLITOM MacTH, KakK
€ro caMoro yaapwio, NepeBepHY/O H LIBLIDHYJIO B CTOPOHY
KyCTOB, OTKy[a NOSIBWICH Jy4 JIAMIIbI.

KorrucTtole nambl 3afelM 3eMIsSHHHa, Lapanas Goka W
cpriBas oaexay ¢ Teaa. Ho cuna ygapa otOpocuia ero Bnepén
M B CTOPOHY. PHM3 ychnmlliajl nmpOH3WTENbHBIH, yXacalolle
TPOMKMUI BOILUIb, KOTZA K HEMY NPUXaJICAd MeX canapmm, aoH
JieXas, CyROPOXHO BAbIXasd BO3IYX.

KaxuM-To 00pa3oM 3eMJISIHUH BCE-TaKM NMPHNOAHAICA M
cen, U O6actep cHOBa okasajcs B ero pyke. Ho Gosblie He
NnoTpeboBajloch HM B KOIO CTPE/IsiTb, HH B BO3AyXe, HH Ha
3eMIIe.

— Yro?.. — Hayan ObUIO OH.

— Yynosuine npoHecnoch Hajg To60i U ynano, — najblbl
OCTOPOXHO NPHKOCHYJIUCh K ero 1e4yy. — boibHO?

IIpoHecnocs xyna? Pu3 monbiTajscs MOAYMaThb Hal 3TUM
BOIIPOCOM, KOTJIa PyKH CaJJAapUKH OJTHOBPEMEHHO C €TI0 pyKOii
KOCHY/IMCh NMOKAJIEYEHHOIo 0OKa M 3a/ie/Ii HECKOJIbKO Hapa-
NMUH, 00xMrasa ero octpoii 6onvio. KoHeuHo, B yuiense! Bor
YTO OHa MMeJia B BHAY: BO3LYLIHbIA APaKOH, JOJDKHO ObIT,
OKa3aJiCsl HacTOJNbKO CepLE3HO PaHEH, YTO PyXHYJ1 B Npo-
nacTs!

— Tol BbICTpenun B ApakoHa! — psNOM TOPXECTBYIOLIE
BrinoxHyn Iopan. — Bed ronosa ero Tpax — M packosionacs!
Ja, To4HO, BOT YTO C Hel CIy4wIioch!
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— UM TBI He OYEHb CEpPLE3HO paHEH, — PYKHM CajlapMKH
JIeJIOBUTO, OBICTPBIMH YBEPEHHBLIMH [BIDKEHUSIMH 4YTO-TO
MPUKIAIbIBAIU K €ro 60Ky.

— Ham HyxHO nockopee yOMpaTbcsi orciona, — Pus
cobpas Bce CBOM MBICJIM B NMOPAROK, YTOOBI BCE MOAYMHSIIOCH
TpeGoBaHHUAM 3apaBoro cMeicyia. OH BCE elllé HUKAK He Mor
[0 KOHIIa MOBEPHUTH B CIIYYMBIIEECHA, YTO €MY YAaJOCh BBIMI-
paTb BTOpPOM payHA 3TOH Oe3yMHOH PMCKOBaHHON HOYHOM
WTPBI.

— CnycTUBUINCH B yllenbe, — coobirwia emy Mcura, —
MBI CMOXEM IepeABHraThCcs NoA NpUKpbITHEM. A Kak pa3
o6HapyXwwia Tpony BHM3, KOI[a MOSBWICS ApakoH. TaM Bce
MpHU3HAK¥ TPOMHUHKM, TaK YTO MBI HE TaK yX AQIEKO OT
IUTaHTaLMH.

— 3HayuT, B MyTh! — CKOMaHJOBaJl UM Pus.

I'nasea cedvmasn

— Hukakux npu3HaKoB XHU3HHU... — PH3 Jlexan Ha XHBo-
Te, MoANMHpas MNoAOGOpPOAOK KylakaMH. Mexay HHM H
orpaxaeHHeM, OTPaXaBLIUM 3eJIeHOBAThIE JIYYH COJTHLA, NPO-
TAHYJIaCh IOJIOCKAa SIpKO-KpacHoii TpaBbl. OH He Mor
OlIMOATBCA: CTOPOXEBBbIE GalllHU MO YETHIPEM YyIJIaM 3TOro
OrOpOXE€HHOIO MPOCTPAHCTBA, pa3Mephbl M KPeroCcTh 3NaHHUH,
3alIMIAEMBIX CTEHAaMM, — BCE TOBOPHWIO O TOM, YTO 3TO
noMectbe PexcynoB. OqHako TaM He ObUIO BUAHO HHKAKOIO
ABMXXEHUSI, MECTO BBIIVIANEJIO NMOJHOCTBHIO NMOKHHYTHIM.

— BepTron€THas cTosHKa... — pAAOM ¢ HHM cTosuia Mcura,
HCKpALIasCsS cepeOPHCTBIMH BOJIOCMHKAMM MeXa Ha cepo
kxoxe. OHa BwINIANEsIA KyAa Jydlle MO CPaBHEHHIO C 3eMJIsA-
HUHOM C €ro M30pBaHHOM OIeXI0i U pO30BaTO-KOPHMYHEBOM
KOXei, mepenavykaHHO# 3eMIEH U COKOM TpaB. — Ho oHa
nycras.

K HeMasoMy cBoeMy pa3o4yapoBaHMIO, Pu3 yxXe ycrnen
y6enutbcss B 3ToM. COTPpYAHUKM-HHOIUIAaHETAHE, HaBepHOe,
3aneyaTajli CBOM KBAapTHpPBI H yJeTeJIH Ha BEpTOJIETAX, Ha-
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J€ACh, YTO BCE HENMPHATHOCTH OydyT y/lIaXeHbl U OHM CKOpO
ciona BepHyrcid. M3 ykpeitusas Pu3 Buaen, 4yro Bce 30aHMA
6bUTHM 3amepThl, a BOpOoTa 3akpbiThl. OH Hajesics, 4TO TaM
3afieicCTBOBaHbl 3aMKM, pearupyiouue Ha qoaeil. Eciu 3ano-
Pl HACTPOEHBI Ha TEMIIEpPATYpy Tejla 36 MJITHUHA, 3TO NO3BOJIUT
BoiTH eMy U I'opau... OnHaKo OH COMHeBaJICH, YTO C cajlapy-
Koii Bc€ OymeT Tak Xe mpocto. OH coobuinn o6 3ToM CBOMM
CITyTHHUKAM.

— Torma HyXHO JIM HaM WATH Tyla, €CJM BCe BalllM JIOOH
ynerenu?

— Ho 3nmech ocTanics KOMMYHHMKATOpP. A OH JOJDKEH ObITh
NpsMO HacTpoeH Ha nopT. Ecau ynacTcs cBsi3aTbCs ¢ BIACTA-
MH, TO cloJa MOTYT BbICJaTb BEPTOJET, YINpaBiasieMbii
pPO6GOTOM-aBTOIIWIOTOM.

OHa KHMBHYynA.

— A 4TO, €CIM Y 3THX 3Bepo-3Meli HMeeTcd el€ onHa
YCTaHOBKA CHJIOBOTO JTyya?

Jla, 4TO ecqi B TOM B3pBIBE Y YlUEJIbsi HE OLUTH YHHUTOXE-
HbI Bce Bpaxeckue cwibl? OcTaBlinecs B XHBbIX HIIKYypHaHLbI
MOTYT MPOCTO OKPYXWTh MX, HOXHIASCh NMOAXOASLICH BO3-
MOXHOCTM TNpPOHUKHYTh Ha IUIaHTalu© 4depe3 Bopota. Co
BCEX YETBIPEX CTOPOH OrpaxXIeHHs MPOXOoniUla LUIXpoKas Mo-
Jloca BBDKOKEHHOH 3eMJIM, CBOOOOHAasi OT Kakoil Obl TO HH
6buto pacturenbHocTH. M Pu3 moHuman, yro 3to 6nuio
clleJJaHO COBceM HelaBHO, NOTOMY YTO JOXAb €€ He ycren
CMBITh 4E€pHBIN nenen. Kro-1o, BHAMMO, MOCYMTAN 3TO pa-
3yMHOI1 Mepo#l NPeAOCTOPOXHOCTH B CJIydyae HEOXHMIAHHOIO
HanageHusa. YTo6bl MOJOHTH K BopoTaM, Pu3y motpebyercs
nepecedyb 3TO OTKPbITOe NpocTpaHCTBO. U - Tonmbko wyepes
BOPOTa OHHU MOTYT NONAacTh BHYTPb ycanbObl, €CJIH TeMIiepa-
Typa ero TeJia NPUBEAET B NEHCTBHE YTIPARJIAIOLINE MEXaHM3MBI.
Ilocne yero oH nomkeH OyneT pa3bICKaTh ITy/NbLT YIIpaBJIeHUSA
M BBECTH B 3Ty CHCTeMy NepCOHaJbHble AaHHble Mcuru u
3aHHbl. JIn6o cpasy xe HanpaBUTbcsi K KOMMYHHKATOpY,
OTIPaBHUTDb NOCJIaHHE U BEPHYTLCA ClOAa B OXKUIAaHHWM NIPUOLI-
THs cracaTe/IbHOTO BepTo/IéTa. Pu3 B 001X yepTax oOpHcoBan
oba IUlaHa cajapuKe.
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— TbI cyMTaewb, 4YTO 3TOT «3aMOK» He INMpPOMYCTUT Hac, H
HM MHe, HU 3aHHe He ygacTcs NMporTu?

— VYV PexcynoB Bech NepcOHal COCTOMT M3 3eMisiH. M3
Balllero HapolJa peAKO KTO MOAMMCHLIBACT KOHTPAKT c ¢ep-
MOIi, Biaaesnel] KOTOpOoi — 3eMJIIHHH.

— BepHo. Tak 4To Teneppb BeChb BOIPOC — BO BpeMeHM?

— Xotenoch ObI BEpUTH, YTO TOJBLKO B 3TOM. TaM, BHHU3Y,
eCcJIY 3a1uuTa GYHKUHOHHpPYET, KpOKaM 10 Hac He HobpaThcs.
PazBe yTo y HHMX Hala€Tcd ewl€ OJHA YCTAaHOBKAZ CHJIOBOTO
Jyya.

— CaMIIKOM MHOTO NpPEAnoJIOXEeHUH U CIUUIKOM JIETKO
OLIMOUTHCA XOTA Obl B ONHOM H3 HUX, — IIPOKOMMEHTHPOBA-
na Wcura. — Ho panu HOCTHDKEHHs LIEJIM S C OXOTOH OTAaM
ce6s B pykn @PoptyHe. Oka3aTbcs 3a 3 THMH CTEHaMH, KOTO-
pble He NpONYCTAT 3Bepo-3Me€H, — 3TO YCIOKOHUT J1060e
cepille M CHOBa cleslacT JIOCHSAUIEHCS KOXY.

— Hy, Torna Bl Bce 1oka ocTaBaiTeCh 31€Ch, — OCTOPOX-
HO mocoBeToBaJl Pu3. — A Korma yBHUAWTE, YTO 5 OTKDBUI
BOpPOTa, BO BeCh onop Oerute K HUM. S 6yny nmpUKpLIBaTh Bac
U3 6racrepa.

OH BCKMHY1 Ha IUIeYO OOJBLION MEUIOK, B KOTOPOM
HaxoQWIHCh MX Tpunackl, H nodexasn. Kaszanoce, 4To BbIK-
XeHHasl mnoJjioca CKJIOHa IoJ €ro HoraMM cama mno cebe
CTaHOBUTCA LIMpE, U €My NOTPeOOBAIOCH OOJbllie BPEMEHH
Ha MpeofoJICHHE OTKPBLITOIO Yy4yacTKa, Y4eM OH pacCYMUTbHIBA,
Korza cMotpeJ cBepxy. HakoHeu Pu3 nomyasncs no orpaxne-
HMA U C TaKOo¥ CWIOH ygapwicad O BOpOTa, YTO MYYMTEJbLHO
3aHBUI paHEHBbIN OOK.

bru1 M Ha 3THX BOpOTax 3aMOK, pearMpylollHii Ha 4eso-
Beka? 3eMJITHHMH XIaJ1, 3aTauB JbIXaHHE, C XPYIIKOM HaneXnou
Ha TO, YTO 3aMOK OTpPery/JIMpoBaH Ha OOBIYHYIO TEMIIEPATYpPy
YesloBe4YecKoro Tesna. CAMIIKOM yX Maja 6bl1a BEepOATHOCTD
TOro, YTO KTO-HHOYyIb U3 HUX CMOXET BepHYThcd Ha3an. Ho
Mo KpaifHeii mepe Pusa He omanuio OorHéM M Ha Hero He
obpylIniicss 3ByKOBOM yAap. A oH ObUT yBepeH, YTO JIIOAH
NnocTapajiuch ob6ecneyuTb XAapKUH M XECTOKUI NMpUEM Ha
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C/Iy4ail, €clIH KTO-TO M3 KPOKOB OTBAaXHWTCSl CYHYThb ciofa
CBOM HOC.

Pasnanoch mEnkaHbe, 4yTh O6oJiee TPpOMKoOe, YeM TO, YTO
M31aBaJH B TpaBe HaceKoMble. OZJHa U3 CTBOPOK BOPOT ClieBa
OT HETO CKOJIb3HYJIa B CTOPOHY. YCTPONCTBO OTpearupoBajio
Ha TeMIlepaTypy OAHOTIO YeJIOBEKA, U CTAJIO SICHO, YTO BHYTPb
MOXeT MPOHTH TOJIBKO OH OAWH. PHM3 ofHUM MaxoM mepecé€kK
CTBOp BOpPOT, U MaHeJb TYT Xe CKOJIb3HY/Ja Ha IpexHee
MecTo.

I'ne Xe 3mech NMOMeElLIeHHE C ITyJIbTOM YIIpaBJICHHA, B
KOTOpPOM AOJDKEH HaXOAMThLCA M KOMMYHHKATOp? PH3 oKNHyN
B3IJISIIOM 3[aHHSA U CTajJ pasMBILUIATH Hall MX Ha3HaYCHHUEM.
HaxkoHen BpIGpasi OTHO — KOTOPOE C MOMOLIBIO HEGOMBLIOTO
MPUCTPOEHHOTO KOPHUAOPA COEAUHSIIOCH C XXWIBIMH KOpITyca-
MU. BHellHsa OBepb B HEM TOoXe, NOJDKHO OBITh, HMeNa
pearvpyloliMii Ha Jogeil 3aMOK, NOTOMY 4YTO, KOrJa OH
MOJOLIENI Ha pacCTOSIHHE MeTpa K Heif, MmaHelb OoThexala B
CTOpOHY.

CunoBas ycTaHOBKa B KOMHaTe, Moxoxe, ObUla B MOpSAKe.
Ho 3nech Toxe BHOHBI ObUIM cledbl NocneUIHOro Gercrsa.
Yamka ¢ ocTaTKaMH 3¢eMHOro Kode cTosiyla Ha MOJIKe psSAoM
¢ npubopHOI MaHeaslo, Wapd CBHUCAT CO CIIMHKHM BHIABHX-
HOTO cHAeHHUs. PH3 TOpOIUIMBO OCMOTpeN NMPpUOOPHYIO NMaHEb
psinoM ¢ KodeiiHoi yaikoii. JJo cux nop nocejaeHus 3eMIsSH
HHUKOTAA HE TMOJIb30BAIMCH JIMYHBIMH 3aMKaMH, ASAAIOIIKA
Muso TpM Mecsila Hasaj Jaxe pa3o0pai KaKylo-TO YacTh MX,
YTOOBI UCIOJIB30BaTh ABUTATENIb 3TOH CHCTEMBI AJISI PEMOHTA
NoabEMHMKA, TaK 4YTo Pu3 3Han, rme cinenyer uckatn. U
HalTH HYXHYIO LIKATy C COOTBETCTBYIOLUHMM PSIOM KHOIOK
0Ka3aJloch IJIS1 HEro JIETKUM JEJIOM.

Emeé cexynaa norpe6osanach, YTo6b1 OTKIIOYHTD BCIO CHC-
TeMYy, TIOCJIe Yero oH mobexasl Ha3al K BHEILUHMM BODOTaM.
OTKaTvB CTBOpPKY BOpPOT, PM3 momaxaj BLICOKO TNOAHSTOM
HaJ roJIoBOil pyKoOid. .

lopau nepBBIM CTan CIyCKaThCSl 1O CKJIOHY, BOJIOYa 3a
coboii BTOpo#i y3en. Pa3 ManpuMK CMOTKHY/NCA M yman Ha
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nouapanaHHoOe KOJIEHO, a KOIa NMOAHSUICS, MPOBEN ThUIbHOM
CTOPOHOH JIaZIOHH TO rpAsHoMy Juiy. Mcura, Hecs 3aHHY Ha
pyKax, JIErKO CKOJIb3WIA BCJIed 3a MaJIbYyHKOM, MoAGaapHBas
€ro MypJHIKAIOLMMH CJIOBaMH, KOTOpble Nnokasajiuch Pusy
CJIOBAaMH M3 TeCHH. 3eMISHMH pBaHY/ICS K HHM HaBCTpewyy,
KOIJla OHHM JOCTATOYHO INMPHUOIH3WINCh K OrpaxaeHHIo, MoJ-
xBaTiw1 l[opam, HecMOTpA Ha BO3MYLUEHHE Majlb4MkKa, H
KaKuM-TO 00Opa3oM OHHM BCe 4YyThb JIA HEe OJHOBPEMEHHO
MPOTHCHY/INCh 4Yepe3 BopoTa. Temepp Heobxoaumo ObuUIO
3aKpbiTh BxoA. OH BpYYHYIO COBHHYJ CTBODKM M MNOLIEN K
MyJAbTY YTIPaBJICHUS I MIEPEHACTPOMKHM 3aMKa.

— Ena, — 6nicTpo npokpudana Mcura Besiex eMy. — Bot
YTO HaM HYXHO B NepBylo odepeab. U Thl 00HapyXui1 KOMMY-
HUKarop?

— Tloka ew€ Het. Ceityac 3aiiMych 3TUM, — HO ocoboii
nocneurHoct Pu3 He BhIKasbiBajl. OQMH pa3 OH JaXe CIOT-
KHYJICA M onépcs pykoit o cteHy. EMy Ka3anocsk, 4To Ha 3TOT
MoC/eAHHI PBIBOK Yepe3 BOpoTa ¢ MaJbYUKOM Ha pyKax OH
M3pacXoJ0BaJ MOYTH BCe CBOM CIWILI. CKOJILKO yXe BpeMEHH
OH He MOr TMO3BOJIUTh ceGe pacclabUTbCA U OTHOXHYTb?
Bosble Liesioro MLIKYpHaHcKoro qHa. M naxe temepn OoH He
CMeEN OyMaTh O CHE.

— Tu1 ycran, Pu3? — lopau, Kak coBa, courypwics.

— Tonbko 4YyTb-4yTh. A Thl HE XOuellb NOHTU C JEAU
Hcuroii ¥ MoUcKaTh 4TO-HUOYAb MOECTh?

— I'me Mama, Pu3s, u nana? Tbl cka3al, YTO OHU OKaXyTCs
3aech ¢ BepronéroM. Ho a1 He BHXy ux. 3mech, KpoMe Hac,
HHUKOro HeT. JI xouy X MaMouKe.

Kakoe-To MrHoeHHe Pu3 6bU1 He B COCTOAHHH Haxe
MOHATb 3TO TpeOOBaHMeE: TyMaH Kak Obl 3aCTWIaJl €My CO3Ha-
HHEe. A IIOTOM CMYTHO TNpPHUIIOMHWI INPENJOr, KOTOpbIi OH
HCIONB30BaJl, YTOObI CKpHITh OT I'opAM BYepallHIOIO Tpare-
IHIO.

— JloxHo ObiTh, OHM CHOBA yiereau, lopau, — oH
NOHMMaJI, HaCKOJILKO €ro CJIO0Ba BBINIAAST HEyOedUTEJbHO.
Ho ioHola C/IMILKOM YyCTas, YTOGBI MpHAyMaTh YTO-HHOYIAb
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GoJiee moaxonsiuee. — MBI BBI30OBEM BEpPTOJIET M YJIETHM B

Haraccapy.

— 51 Gonblie He Bepio Tebe! — BBHIKPHMKHY/A MaJbYUK, HE
CKphIBasg Bpaxage6HoctH. — S Xxo4y K Moeii Mame — H
HeMeJlJIeHHO!

Pu3 Hak/IOHWICA M cel Ha CTYJl, CO CIMHKHA KOTOpPOIo
ceucai wapd. Msarkmit MaTepHal ¢ THXUM LIEJIECTOM CO-
CKOJIB3HYN Ha 1oJl, 1 ['opau ycTaBWiICcS Ha Hero.

— Otot wapd — He MaMHMH, — OOBHUHAWOLIEC 3aABUI
ManbuuK Pusy. — E€ Hukoraa 3nech He ObU10. SI HeMenJIeHHO
OTIPABIAIOCh JOMOH, CHIO Xe& MHHYTY!

— Tebe Henp3ss! — Pus yxe ObI Ha TIpaHM MOTEpH
CaMOKOHTpoJsA. OH He MOT COBJIANaTh C MCITYTaHHBIM, YTIps-
MBIM peGEHKOM, TOTOBBIM Ha BCE, MPOCTO HE MOT B AAHHBIH
MoMeHT. — Hcura! — Bo Bechb rojnoc no3paj oH, 3Hasl, YTO Y
Hero Oospllle HET HU CWI, HH 3HEPTHU BCTaTh C CUACHMS U
CaMOMY HCKAaTh CaJlapHKY.

— Th He MoXellb 3aCTaBUTb MEHS OCTaTbCS 3[ECh, —
l'opau nonaTwics K ABEPH, U Ha JIMIIE €TI0 3acThlla MpayHas
YXMbLIKa, KOTAA OH CXaJl MATKHUI lapd CBOMMH MoliapanaH-
HBIMH M TPA3HBIMHM pyKaMH. — Thl MOXelllb 3anepeTb MeHs
3nech, HO s Bc€ paBHO He ocTaHych! SI coGupaloch BEpHYThCS
K MaMe M nare. Te6e em€ nocraHeTcst oT namnsl, Pus Hajinep,
3a TO, YTO ThHI YBE3 MEHSA U3 Mocénka. [oBopua Xe oH, YTOGBI
sl He Xooun BMecTe C ToGoi. Thl HeXOpOUIMi 4YeNOBeK,
ApavyH.

— UWrak, a1 apauyyd, — xmypo nosropus Pus. — Jlanuo,
XOpO1lIO, YTO § 3TO 3HAalO, HPaBUTCS MHE 3TO WIM HET. A
Tenepb nociaywaii, lopau, THl IPOCTO YCTaJl M TOJIOAEH, U I
3Halo, 4To Tebe HyxXHO K MaMe. Ho MBI JO/LKHBI 106paThes
no Haraccapsl. Kpoxwn...

— Ilana roBopun: «Kpoku — Hexopoluee c0Bo!» — rojoc
Topau cran npoHsuTensHbIM. — Thl yroTpe6selis Hexopo-
1IMe CJIoBa, Thl BPYH, U A He cOOMpaloCh OCTAaBaThCHA 3[eCh!

OH mnoBepHyJCS M ONpPOMETHIO Gpocwics K ABepsM. Pus
BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH, HO NMoKayHyJcA. [lepcoHaibHbIE 3aMKH —
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lopau MoXeT NMPOHTH UX — M TMOKMHYTh IUIAHTALHIO 6e3
KakuX-1ubo npensatcTBUil. Pu3 goskeH 6bu1 noiiMaTh peOEH-
Ka M yIepXaTbh €ro OT BBIXOAA 3a CTEHbI KPEIIOCTH.

— Oil, ocTaBb MeHA B nokoe! Sl HeMeUIeHHO OTNPaBISIOCh
noMmoit! — Topau mnbiTajsics BbIpBaThCA H3 XBaTKUM Hcurm,
pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMH H OpBbIKASICh, TeNeph €ro rojioc copBajcs
Ha IPOH3UTEJIbHBIH HMcTepHyeckMii BU3r. Ho, kak To emé
paHblle oOHapyxuin Pus, y caiapuku ObUla cWiIbHas XBaTKa.
M oHa He mpocTo mpojoxajga yAepXHBaTb MajIbiMKa, HO
CKIOHWIAaCh HaJl HHM M YCMIOKAaHBaloLle HaleBajla YTO-TO
BIIOJITOJIOCA.

E€ B3rmsan BcTpeTwics ¢ Pu3oM, U oH npouuTan oboape-
HHe B €€ Ia3ax. Temepb HacTaja o4depelb XEHIIMHBI
ycrniokauBaTb ['opau, ¥ 3eMISHHH BEpII, YTO cajlapHKa Crpa-
BHUTCSI C HEITOKOPHBIM MaJIbYHILUKOM. A OH AOJDKEH BEPHYTbCA
Ha3a U MOHCKATh KOMMYHHKATOP.

OH yXe HallI€JT 3TO YCTPOMCTBO M ycesics nepel MUKpodo-
HOM, KOTI/Ia cajlapUKa CKOJIb3HY/1a B KOMHaTY, MPUCOEIHHAACH
K HeMmy.

— Kak lopau?

— OH noen, a tenepp cnut. Ho s Ha Besakuit ciyvait
3aKphUia ABEpb Ha ILIEKOJIY, TaK KaK €ro peuIMMOCTb ybe-
XaThb OTcloAa He yracja. HaM npuaérca cneauts 3a HUM. OH
YTO, He 3HAET, YTO JIOAU cro KjiaHa noruéau?

— He 3HaeT, HO, MOXXET, Thl CMOXelllb pacckKa3aTh peGeH -
Ky 00 3ToM? — obpaTwicsa K Heil Pusz. — MHe npuiwocs
B34Tb ero c coboil B poriep M yexaTb M3 mnoc€nka. Bor
TO3TOMY S M CKa3aJl eMy, YTO ero MaTh U oTell Y/IeTeNIu, H 4TO
MBI TOTOHMM HX TO3Xe.

— Takme obMaHBI Bcerga NMpPHUBOIAT K OCNOXHEHMSIM, —
noayYepKHysia cajapuka. — XOTsS, 1 BCE XK€ MOIY TOHSTH,
noyeMy Tebe Tak TpygHO ObUIO CKa3aTb IpaBIy MabILly.
Bo3MoXHO, KOoraa OH TMPOCHETCS U YCNIOKOWTCH, I CMOTY
paccka3aTh eMy 4To-HuOynb. Ceiluac Xe OH CIMUIKOM pa3s-
THeBaH M MCITyTaH, YTOOBI CIYLIATh.

— A Toxe Tak cuHuTal. YeM cKopee Mbl CMOXeEM A06paTh-
¢ no Haraccapsl, Tem ayyiue!
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— Tam ecTpb ewé Kro-HHOyAb U3 ero pona?

— Her, — Bnepsbie 3a Bc€ BpeMs Pus . saagymanca o
6ynymeM I'opau. — Her, 1 HUKOro TaM He 3Halo M He AyMalo,
YTO M Ha APYIMX MHpax Y Hero HaWae€rcsa Kro-HMOyab M3
GJIM3KMX PONCTBCHHHUKOB. Terepb Ha HEro Jierjla OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb 332 OCHOBaHHE TOCEJIEHHA.

— Ay Tebd... y Te6d caMoro ecTh KaKue-HUOYAb pOJCTBEH-
HUKHU?

— Her. Moii oten pabortan B Cnyx6e Pa3senxu. OnHax-
bl OH He BEPHYJICA M3 3KCNEAULIMH K NOTPaHUYHBIM MUpaM.
Joxrop Hailinep 6bU1 MOMM AsiOeid.

E€ 3enmeHo-ronyOble I71a3a 3agyM4YUBO CMOTpPE/JIM Ha
IOHOLIY.

— MBI capiaaf, 4To Thl B IXYHIJIAX BMECTE € NpHpyda-
TeJIeM 3Bepeil MCKaJl XUBOTHBIX. PaBe Tl He OBUI CTyXKallliM
nocénka?

— HagepHoe, HeT! — B ero rojioce BHOBb 3a3By4ajia Obuias
ropeyb. — Jsamomka Muno 3abpan MeHsT M3 AKaaeMHH
IMoaroroBku Pa3peqynkoB, OH OBUI CWILHO HacCTPOEH MPOTHUB
Toro, 4yTo6n! A crtan PassegquukoMm. Ho oH He cymen nmpuBUTH
MHe CBoM MAeasnbl. Tak 4To Tenepp s Jaxe U HE 3HAIO, KTO s
TaKoH.

— U yto THI Gynewis genarth, Korga Mbl gobepEMcs O
"Haraccapsi?

Pu3 moxan ruieyaMu.

— He 3Halo. HaBepHoe, npHcoeaHHIOCh K MIJIHMLHH. Bo
BCSIKOM CJIydae OThIlly KanutaHa Bukxepu. Ho cHavana Ham
HYXHO IONacTh Tyaa.

OHa crubajla rMOKve najiblibl, BBITATHBAS M BTATMBasg
KOITeoOOpa3Hble HOITH, U B LIEHTPE KAXAOIo U3 3pavyKoB €€
MPULIYPEHHBIX I71a3 BCNBIXHYJAa HCKOpKa.

— [Ma, neiicTBUTEIbHO, CIIEpBa HAaM HYXHO AobpaTbcsa A0
Haraccapsl, a He cTpouTs Iw1aHbl Ha 6yayiuee. Ho, nopa Pus,
He 3abbiBaiiTe: 51 Temeps [J1aBa Ki1aHa, KMaHa TOpropueB. B
Haraccape, MoxeT, BaM npemocTraBarcsl Apyrue GnaronpHsr-
Hble BO3MOXHOCTH. Pa3se cpean BonpHbix ToprosueB Her
HccenoBaTesyieil KocMoca?
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Pu3 MOprayn, He OO KOHIA MOHSIB CMBIC] €€ MOCJICIHUX
cnoB. Haraccapa Haxoaurcs ganeko, 3a ropamu. Pazse Moryr
OHH ceifyac AyMaTh O KaKOM-HHOyab GyayluieMm, Koraa nepen
HHUMH CTOMT TOJBKO OJHA HACcyLIHas 3ajaya: TNOMNBITaThCA
JO6RIM crnioco6oM nobpaThes Tyaa.

OH HaxaJ Ha KHONMKY KOMMyHHKaTopa. Ha mpuGopHoi
TaHEM 3aXErcs CHrHaj Bbhi3oBa. [103bLIBHBIX CUTHAIOB TUIaH-
Tauuu Pexcyna oH He 3Hall, NO3TOMY HCNOJIb30Ba MO3LIBHLIE
nocénka. M, monyyuB HMX Ha AJIMHe BOJIHEI PeKcyioBckKoii
CTaHIMH, MoGoii 6Bl omepaTop B MOPTY cpa3y Obl BCTPEBO-
XWICA U MOHSUI, YTO 3TO CUIHaJ OeACTBMS.

Iénk-wénk-1enk! PU3 MeTOOWYHO NepeaaBand CHUTHal
nocénka. OnHako 3KpaH NMPMHHMAIOLIEro YCTpOiCTBa ocTa-
Bajica uucThiM. Ho Beap mepematyuk pabotan, mochuian
curHai. IToyeMy ke He mpuxoauT oTBeT? X0JI0A0K NMpobexan
no cnuHe Pusza, noGamiss ycTasocTH, KOTOpasd CBHHLOBBLIM
Ipy30M HaBaIWJIach Ha €ro PyKM H HOrM. A BAPYT Bce
ocraBWwid... 1 Haraccapy, BOpyr yxe yneren mnocieaHui
KOCMHYeCKU Kopa6ib? Mnu xe KpoKH 3aXBaTWIHN BCIO IUia-
HEeTY W pa3pylIWIM M 3Ty TBEPABIHIO NpPaBUTENbCTBA
MHOIUIAHETAH?

— Her otBera! — manbusl McuUrm HM30rHynmuch, KOITH
BBHITAHY/IMCh Ha BCIO IUIMHY, CJIOBHO OHa cobupasach C Io-
MOLIBIO IpyOoi cunbl HOOMUThCS TOSIBJIEHUS Ha 3KpaHe
curHanoB. OH ClIbILIAJ €€ TSOKEIOe ObIXaHHe.

— A He MODIH... HE MOIIM OHHU YHTH? — Bech €€ cTpax
OTPa3Hics B CJIOBaX, KOTAa CEKYHABl OTYassHUS CMEHWIHCH
MHMHYTaMH: JABE... YETBIPE... WIECTh...

— He nonumMaio, noyemy... — Pu3 npomosrkan HaXUMaTh
Ha KHONKUH. — B ropax, HaBepHoe, Oypsd, MHOIZa MO3TOMY
npomnagaet cBa3b. JJoXHo ObITh, MPUYHHA KPOETCS UMEHHO
B 3TOM, 1 yBepeH! — OH YCTaBWICS Ha YUCTOE 3epKaJIbHOe
OTpaXeHHe 3KpaHa, OyATO TOJILKO ONHUM YCHJIHEM BOJH MOT
3aCTaBUTh €ro BCNbIXHYTh. IIEnK-ménk-menx!

— Ha3sosure ce6s! — BHe3anmHO pasfajicd BIACTHBIN Tpe-
6oBaTeLHLIA roJoc.
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«/IBa 3eM/ITHMHA, — Tiepenal OH U cCOOOIIWI CBOUM HMEHa
M MeCTa POXIEeHHs, — U IBe CAJapMKM HaXOHSTCs OTpe3aH-
Hble OT BCEro MHpa, He HMMesl CpelCTB NepeABHKEHHSA, Ha
TaHTauMM Pekcyna, mpocdT NnpHcaaTh BEPTOJNET ¢ po6OTOM-
nmwioroM». PH3 Hayan noBTOPATH INOCJIaHHE B TaKOM Xe
PBaHOM TeMIIE.

— Hbiinep... HazoBUTe MM MHCTPYKTOpa Mo JxcnepH-
MeHTalbHOI TexHoMoruM, npenoaapaslliero MsTh JET Ha3al B
PasBenbiBaTe1bHOM AKaleMHH.

Pu3 ycTaBWiIc HEBHASUIMM B3IISAOM Ha CHUMBOJIBI, MOSI-
BUBILIMeCSI Ha 3KpaHe, C YXacoM crnpalinBag cebsg, a He
cJoOMaJicd 1M OH NoJ 3THM AaBlIeHHEM, MOTOMY YTO TakKoe
MocjiaHHe He HMEJNo0 HHMKAKOH CBSI3M — HH 3€MHOH, HH
rajlaktuyeckoi — c curHajsioM SOS, KOTOphIH OH nepenain no
paguo. Ho cuMMBOJIBI MOCIAHHSA OCTAMHCh Ge3 M3MEHEHMH,
KOTa OH NIOMHTEPECOBAJICS NMPHYHHOM 3TOrO TpeGOBaHHUS.

— Her BpeMeHu ans wryrok! — B30pBajiCAd 3€MISSHHH H
yaapil KyJJaKOM IO Kpalo NMPHOOPHO# NMaHesH.

— MHe xaxercs, 3TO He LiyTKa, — 3aMeTwia HMcura. —
[To kakoif-To NMpHYMHE UM HYXHO YOEOUTBHCS, YTO Thl HMEH-
HO TOT 4YeJIOBeK, 3a Koro ce6s Bbigaéiub. MoXeT cTaThes Tak,
YTO 3TH 3BEPO-3MEH Iae-HUOYAb yXKe HCIOJIb30BAIH KOMMY-
HHUKATOp, 4TOoO6BI J1MO6O BBI3BATH APYIHX clacaresieii, nubo
y1o6bl UX mepernpaBwid B Haraccapy.

Pu3 paccnabwica. B atom umeinca cmbica. Ho 4To6nr
KPOKM MCHOJIb30BaJIH KOMMYHHUKATOpP TaKUM obOpa3zom?.. Oa-
HAaKo OHM yXe MOKAa3aiM Ha YTO CMOCOOHBI, HMCIOJB30BAB
CWIOBOH JIyd4, BCIIOMHWI OH. B KOHlle KOHIIOB, OHH BeAb HE
MPOCTO NPHMHUTHBHLIE Ty3eMIIbl, HOCa He BLICOBBIBAIOLIUE U3
JXYHTIJIEH.

«HAHCcTpyKTOpa 1o OxcriepHMMeHTIbHOM TexHoNnoruu 3pa-
nu 3opkai», — nepenan oH. K cuacTblo, OHU cnipocuiu y
Hero uMsa 3opkKaja, a He, CKaXeM, Npenojasarels Mo acTpo-
MaTeMmatHke. Ho 3opkan nan Pusy nonosHUTe/bHbIE 3HAHH,
Korfa MOHsUI, HAaCKOJIBKO XOpOLIO MOJONOM 3eM/JISIHUH pa3-
OHpaeTcsd B €ro InpeaMere.
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— Hacrpoiite MasK Ha BoiHY 2,59 caHTUMeTpa, — NMPOMU3-
HEC ToOJIOC U3 TIepeAaTyMka, IO Bceli BUANMOCTH,
YIOBIETBOPEHHLIH €r0 OTBETOM, YOSOUBLIKCH, YTO Ha CBSI3U
Hactosuuit Pu3z Hadinep Bo riotn. — BaM npuaérca o6ox-
natb. B Hacc Ilacc pasbirpaniack Xectokas O6yps, M Mbl HE
MOXeM TIIOC/IaTh BEPTOJIET C aBTONWIOTOM, TNOKAa OHa He
YTHXHET.

— bypsa! — Wcura pa3zoyapoBaHHO BCKpHKHYJA, Aa Pu3 u
caM C TPYAOM He BBIPYTAJICH, HACTOJIBKO YCTaBLIMM OH ObLI.

H3-3a atoit 6ypu Hacc ITacc MoxeT ObITh U30TMPOBAH KaK
Ha HECKOJBKO MHHYT, TaK M Ha 4achl WIH Jaxe OHH. U,
€CTECTBEHHO, YTO aBTOMWIOT HE MOXET CpaXaThCsl C BeTpaMHU
M NIPOOUTLCA K HUM, BEJOMBIii TOJILKO YTIPaBIAIOLUIUM JIYYOM.
Pu3 HacTpowi ay4, Kak ObUIO yKa3aHO, a 3aTeM 00eCCHIIEHHO
YPOHWI pYKH Ha KojieHH. OH ObUI COBeplIEeHHO M3MY4YeH,
YyT1OOBI YTO-HUOYAB emi€ AenaTh. Téruisie pyku Mcuru cierka
NIPUTIOAHSUTH €ro OOMSKIIIME IUICYH.

— JlaBaii, oM moelIb M IOCNH, — IPOMYypJbIKaja OHa
MOYTH B caMoe yxo. — ¥ Tebs1 6ymeT MHOIo BpeMeHH, NokKa
He KOHYMTCH 3Ta Oyp4.

— Tebe ToxXe HYXHO OTHOXHYTb, — 3aMeTwi Pus. Ho
BCTaJI, KOIla OHa C YIWBUTEJILHON CHJIOI MOTAHYNAa ero 3a
coboi, ¥, MOLIATHIBAsICh, HAIIPABWICS BMECTE C HEW K JBEPH.

Canapuka obHapyXuia 3anachl NPOAYKTOB, OCTaBJICHHbIE
NMepCOHANIOM IUIaHTallMH U 3acTaBwia Pusa npormotuts Msco,
HO BPSAA JIM OH OCO3HaBal, YTO XYET M IJIOTAaeT U AJA Yero, a
caMa OHa TeM BpeMEHEM cHJiesla HalIpOTUB HEro 3a CTOJIOM M
NWIa KaKylo-TO XHUIKOCTh MO COOGCTBEHHOMY YCMOTPEHMIO, C
HacJaxXIeHUeM OTIIMBask MajleHbKHE IVIOTKM M3 YalllkH, KOTo-
pyio nepxaja o6eMMH pyKaMH.

A OH yxe omnsaTh ObUI B IXyIJISIX Ha IMOJgHE Jareps
Bukxepu, crod nepen kieTkamu. Y1 B Kax/oii KjieTke nosjsain
KpPOK, BBICOKO 3aJpaB pbUIO, OCKAJIMB 3yObl. Y XacHBI cMpal,
BOJIHAMM HMCXOJMBUIHIA OT MOJIHBIX HEHABUCTH H I'HEBa TOJTy-
PeNTWIHIA, 3aCTABWI €TI0 3aKalUIAThLCA. 3amophl Ha KJeTKaX
Tenephb efBa OepXaauch. PU3 3Hanm 06 3TOM, eMy He HYXHO
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6bUTO JaxXe CMOTpeTh Ha HMX. U y Hero Ha mosice He GbUIO
HHUKAKOTO OpYXHs, 4YTOOBI NPOTHUBOCTONTh HX HAaIaJeHHIO,
HHUYETO, TOJNBKO IOJIble PYKH. .

YT106nl M36EeTHYTh 3TOrO... YTOObI cOeXaTb OT HHUX, OH
JOJCKEH NMPOHUKHYTh 32 MaHUMPH HX TeJ, JODKEH BHACTH
3TMMH KpacHbIMM rmasaMu. Ho kakum o6pasom? Kak crarts
xpokoM? Ho oH moimkeH, noymkeH!

Pu3s cugen, cynopoXHo BIObIXasA BO3AYX, €TI0 CepAle TXe-
Jo 6wroch B rpyau. OH B3MaxHY/I PyKOil, HO JIMIlIb Clerka
KOCHYJICSI 3TOTO TeJIa, JIETKO YKIOHHBLIETocs OT €ro yaapa. A
3aTeM... OH pacTepsgHHO ycTaBwica Ha HMcury. JlomxHo ObITD,
BCE 3TO €My NMPHUIPE3WIOCh.

— ABTOnMNOT... OH 3apaboran! — ycnenuaB 3to, Pus
NOAHSICS C KOWKM, T'OTOBBIH HIATH.

Ho cpa3y nokaunyncg. ToH canapuku, e€ rnasa, 3aCThIB-
llee B HUX BBIpaXeHHE OKOHYATeNbHO MpoOynwiu ero. OH
ITy6OKO BIOXHYN, M BO3OyX, Ka3ajloCh, BOPBAJICHA B €roO JIET-
KHie. JOTOT 3amax, OH HE€ MOXET OBIThb TOJNIBKO CMYTHBIM
OCKOJIKOM M3 ero cHa! He Takoii yXacHblif, KaK Ta BOHb H3
ero KouwMapa, Ho, HECOMHEHHO, OH TNPHCYTCTBYET M 3deCh!
Pu3 noBepHy/ca JTULOM K PaclaXHyTOMy OKHY, HaXOAMBIIe-
Mycs Haj Kolikoi. CKBO3b Oe3[eiCTBYIOLIUI 3ByKOBOM 3KpaH
B KOMHATy 3ajieTajl BeTepoK. 310 ObUI NMPOXJIaaHEIi BETEPOK
HACTYTIAIOLLETO BeYepa, ¥ cepble TEHH CyMepeK yXe 3amossa-
JI1 U3 OKHA B NOMElLICHHE.

— OHH NpULLTH, — IPOUIENTAaNl OH.

BoHb KpoKOB... eMy HHKOIAa He 3a0bITh €€, IoKa OH
MOXeT ABIIATh.

—-Hx yxe BugHo? — ronosa Pu3a xayHynach B CTOPOHY
Hcurn.

— Her. Ho sacHo, 4To OHM TaM, — OHa MaxHyJIa pyKoil B
CTOPOHY OKHa.

— W ux pomkHo GHITL MHOTO.

— Topan ybexan.

Ho Pusa He cpasy mouutu 3tH e€ cioBa. BHHMaTtenpHO
BCJIYIIMBAsICh B JOHOCHBIUMECH 3ByKHM, OH CIIMLIKOM ObLI
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3aHAT MBICJISIMM O CWIOBOM IOJie, KOTOPOE NOKHO OBLIO
ceiiyac OKpyXaTh KOJBLIOM MX IUIAHTAlLMIO-KPENoCTh.

— Tlopau... — ¢ OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM BHIOM MOBTQPWI 3eMISI-
HHH, M JIMIOb 3aTeM OH ITOJIHOCTBLIO OCO3HaJ 3HauYcHHE
ckazaHHoro. — JlaBHO? — pe3ko CIPOCHII OH.

— 3aHHa roBOpPHT, Ie-TO C Moiyaca Ha3alg. Mel cHavyana
OObICKaJIM KOMHAThI.

Ho Pu3 yxe Myaics co BceX HOT K BOpPOTaM, K TeM CaMbIM
BOpOTaM, 4Yepe3 KOTOphle MOT IPONTHU TONBLKO 3eMISHHH H
KOTOpBble OODKHBI ObLUTH obecrieyuBaTh MX Oe30MacHOCTb U
Bo3MoXHOCTb 6ercTBa. Ho 4epes kotoprie I'opau Mor... Her,
TOJIBKO He 3TO... [ocmoan, ToJNBKO He 3To!

I'naea socomasn

— Tlopau! — 3akpuyan Pu3, BKIaALIBag B 3TOT KPHK BCIO
cwiy cBoux JErkux. Ho B oTBeT moHecsoch ToJbKo ciaboe
3X0, OTpa3MBlIeecs OT XolMa BrepenH. [la M BopoTa GbUIH
3aKpPBITHI.

OH ocTa”HoBWICS.

— Moxer, OH cnpsTaics rae-To 3nech, — B TILUETHOM
Hajexne ckasan Pu3 HMcure, Kotopass BbiOexana Bciied 3a
HuUM. Ho oHa nokxayasna cBoeit cepeOpucTol rojoBoii.

— M1 yxe Bc€ oOBICKaIM, KaK f1 TeOe ropopmwia. 3aHHa
TaKkXe MOBOPHT, YTO OH IIOLIEN MCKATh CBOIO MaMy.

MaJb4HK MOT CKPBITECA B JIIOOOM MECTE CIUIOIIHOM CTEHBI
PACTUTEJILHOCTH 3a IOJIOCOM BBIDICKEHHOM 3eMJIH. A TYT ellé
3Ta BOHb KpoKOB. IInITaThCcsl OOHApYXHUThb B AXYHIVISIX CJIER
HMCcYe3HyBLIETO peOEHKA, a elllé Ha BpaXeCKOH TeppHTOpHH,
HaLINMIOBAHHOH OXOTHHUKAMH, — ITOJTHEHLIMA MAUOTHU3M.

Iayuwit rnas! Pu3s 3acteun. OH 3HaJ, Teriepb OH 3HAJ, YTO
CKOpO TPOH30MAET, OH TaK OTYETIMBO IIOHSUI, CJIOBHO €ro
CO3HAaHKE MNMPOHHMKIO B OJHH M3 OGPOHHPOBAHHBIX YEPEIOB
3THX SALEPOB, H OH CaM CMOTpEJ 3THMH KpPacHBIMH yXXHMH
rasaMu. [opau Obu1 KII0O9OM, KIIOYOM, KOTOPBIM OTKPOIOT
Bxon K Pexkcynam.
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Bo3MOXHO, KpOKM yXe MbITAJIUCh NMPEOAoseTh orpaxae-
HHE IUTaHTAllMM, HO MX He NMyCTWIH BHYTPb IEepPCOHalbHbIE
3aMKH. HeckonbKo cJieIONBITOB, OCTaBJICHHBIX Ha CTpaXe Ha
KAKOM-HHOYIb U3 XOJIMOB, OKPYXaBIIHX 3Ty KPeNnocTb, MOT-
JIM 3aMETHUTb GETNIELIOB ¥ OTMETUTD NOPA3UTEIIBHYIO JIETKOCTD,
C KOTOpOH 3eMJigHE TpOIUIM 4Yepe3 BopoTa. HMILKypuaHIUbI
MOIJIY NPOCTO JOXHAAThCS KAKOro-HUOyAb G6aronpusaTHOrO
wmaHca, 1 BoT [opau npegocraBui UM ero!

Pu3 nomepHyncd M MeIJIeHHBIM 1LIAaroM HamnpaBwicid 00-
PaTHO K 3IaHHIO.

— Yto TH1? — HcHra nuia psaaoM ¢ HUM. — O Y€M Thl
noayMan?

— lopau... oHM He NPUYHHAT eMy Bped. [loToMy YTo OH
— MX K104 K BopotaM!

— 3aMok! — B €€ rojoce CHOBa MOCJBLIIAIOCH THEBHOE
mnTeHue. — OHU BOCHONIB3YIOTCSI UM, YTOOBLI OTKPLITH BO-
porTa.

— BoT nmostoMy OHM M HOJKHBI OyOyT NPHUBECTH €r0 K
HaM, — Pu3 uemnsnca 3a 3Ty MbICAb, KaK YTONAIOLIUMA
XBaTaeTcsl 32 COJIOMHHKY.

— U 4ro MbI OGyneM genaTh? — MOMHTEPECOBAJAch Caja-
pHKa.

— Te1 1 3aHHA NODKHBI JOXHNIATLCS HAa CTOSIHKE BEPTOJNIE-
Ta, TOTOBbIE K HEMENJNIEHHOMY BBUIETY IIPH €ro INosBIEHUH.
Bo3MoXHO, MBI CMOXeM OOHApYXHTb OpYyXHe.

— Her, g yxe uckana. Huyero He ocTanocs.

— Moxer 6bITh, OHO He Ha caMOM BHUAY, M S Xou4y
B3IJISIHYTh, YTO HAXOOHUTCS B 3THX CKIAACKUX NMOMELIEHMUSIX,
— Pu3 xuBHYyZ ronoBoii B CTOPOHY 3aHMIi 6€3 OKOH, KOTO-
pble, KaK OH AyMaJl, CYXKWIH CKIaJaMH.

— A nymalo, ceiiyac OHHU 3aneprthl. I He cMmorna or-
KDPBITh MX.

— 3aMKM MOXHO OTKJIIOYUTb, — Pe3KO OPOCHJI OH.

Cymepxku crymanucsk. Hoyp GbICTpO HacTymajla B 3TMX
MeCTax, CPEeAU HHU3KUX XOJIMOB, H TEMHOTA TOCIYXHT IpH-
KPBITHEM [IJIs1 KPOKOB, ucnojb3yioux [opau. OroHs, UM
HYXXHO MOp€ OIHsl, CBET NPOXEKTOPOB, YTOObI OCBETHUTDL BECH
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BHYTpeHHHI ABop. Y PekcynoB ObUIa cHcTeMa MPOXEKTOPOB,
Pu3 BUOEN OMOpHI M JIaMITHL.

OH 3aHsICd NPUTOTOBJICHUSAMH K HaAMaJeHHUIO KPOKOB,
KOTOpoe, KAK OH MOHHMMaJl, He 3a ropaMH. [laxe eciM ceityac
NpUOyIeT BEPTOJIET C aBTONMWIOTOM, OHH HE CMOTYT YJIETETh.
Wnu oH Moxet ornipaButh Ucury u 3anHy. Ho eMy npunércs
OCTaThCsl, NMOKa 3lech He TMoABATCS Ty3eMusl ¢ Iopau. A
BEPTOJIET €ll€ BEepHETCA 32 HUMH.

B koMHaTe ympaBleHHUSI OH HAlIEJ CUCTEMY YIIpaBJIeHHUS
MpPOXEXTOpaMM ¥ BKMIOYWI HMX. [lepUMeTp HMX TBEpIOBIHHM
3aIM1 IpKUi oHeBHOHM cBeT. OH cTapayics He 3abGbIBaTh, YTO
JOJIKEH [IeJ1aTh, M TIBITAICS HE AYMaTh, YTO MOXET CIyYUTLCH
¢ lopou. Ho 3T MbICIHM He XeNlalM YXOOUTh, NPHUIMHSIA
noyTH GU3UYECKYIO 6OJIb.

Teneps B ckinaackue nomeluenus'! Pus, zaxsaTuB ¢ coboii
MHCTPYMEHTHI, TIpUHAICA 3a pabory, obpesasd, rie HYXHO,
3JIEKTpHYECKHEe TPOBOAA, HO TIOCTOSSHHO CJIEAS 33 OTKPBITHI-
MM BOpOoTaMH cKiaga. OH paclnUXHUBaJl TIOKH, I'OTOBhlE K
OTNpaBKe, SUIMKH, IIe XpaHWICS coOOpaHHBIH ypoxaii, mpo-
IYKTbl, IPUBE3EHHBIE C APYTHX MHPOB. BCKphIBas SILuKH,
JIUXOPaJOYHO! TOPOIUIMBOCTBIO IPOYMTHIBA 3THKeTKH. U
HaKOHell Hall€a To, YTO MCKAJI, BHIKATWI IBa TIOKAa BO ABOP
H pa3pe3ajl MeLIKOBHHY.

— OranHa! — BocknuMkHyna Mcura, moaxons X HeMy. —
3Ha4yuT, UMEHHO OHa TebGe NMoHagobmIach?

— Jla, — Pu3 BHITAHY1 OpPHKET IUIOTHO YTIAKOBaHHBIX
JIMCTLEB, KOTOpPBIE CKICWINCh OT MAC/ISIHHUCTBIX Kamnejek,
YCEUBaBIIMX MX MOBEPXHOCTb, TaK YTO OTAEJATh MX APYT OT
Ipyra 6pulo HempocToii 3amayeii. — HaOpocali Ux BOKpyr
BEpTONIETHOM cTogHKH. M 4TOG He ocranock HM Majeiiliero
NpocBeTa.

— [Ha... — B e€ miasax, NPHUCTAIbHO CMOTPEBLIMX Ha
IYCTBIHHYIO CTOSIHKY, 3aropejicsi OTOHEK, KaK Yy BBILIEILIEH
Ha oxory KowkH. — Jla! — canapuka 3arpe6na pykamMu

OXarKy JIMCThEB M yMyYaiach. TyT ¥ 3aHHa BhILIA K HEMY H3
TeHH, c paHEeHOH pyKoi Ha nepeBs3u. Ho Bropoii pykoii oHa
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ToXe 3ayeplHyia ropcTbh JIMCTbEB OTaHHHI M IOCHelInna
Bcaen 3a HMcuroit.

IIpoxekxropa, KaKk Obl CMEGHUBLIHE COJIHLIE MOCJE HACTYTI-
JICHHA CcyMepekK, OpocaJii MexXAy 3JaHHSIMH MHOXECTBO
nepeKpbiBaBLIMXCS TeHel. PU3 He nymai, 4ToObl KTO-HUOYAb
M3 CIeAMBLIMX 33 HUMH KPOKOB CMOT AOraaaThCs, YTO O3Ha-
yaeT 3Ta OypHas JeATebHOCTb MHOIUIAHETsH. [J1aza KpoKoB
He GbUIH XOpOLIO INPHCMOCOONIEHB! K sIpKOMY cBeTy. Bparu
Tenepb JO/DKHBI OyayT NpMHMMaTh BO BHUMaHHe 3T0 OyiicTBO
CBETa BOKDYT IUIAHTALIMM M 33aAyMaThCs, KAaKUM ob6pa3oM UM
yaacTcsl OTKIIOYHTb IPOXEKTOpa.

Pu3 1 caM moliuén K cTeHe, TaKXKe 3aXBaTHB ¢ COOOM rpyny
JIUCTBEB M HaOmiogass, xak Mcura m 3aHHa oO4YepyHMBAIOT
KBaJpaT BOKPYT NMoOcagoyHoil rowanku. M ToapKo mnpsmMo
HanpoTUB BOopoT PH3 HaMeTW! mpoxox B 3TOH HEBBICOKOI
HaCBINMH M3 Naxydero pacTUTEJLHOIO MaTepHana.

— Bcé cmemano, — Hcura mogouuia K HeMy, cJerka
MOoTHpas OOHY PYKY O APYTYIO B TLIETHOM MOMEBITKE COCKPECTH
npwinmiee Maciao. TyT oHa 3aMeTwia Opelllb B HAaCBINMH M
nepeBesia B3I ¢ He€ Ha Pu3a ¢ BHe3amHoO# JOraakoil.

— To1 pemrmncsa?

— A moxeH, — GeCHBETHBIM IOJIOCOM OTBETWI 3eMJIfA-
HHUH.

Canapuka NoJHeCNa Maiblbl K ry6aM, a 3aTeM, TaK M He
KOCHYBLIMCH MX, OTAEPHY/NA pyKYy B ctopoHY. Ho €€ orpoMm-
Hble KOLIAYybM IJIa3a NMPUIIYPUINCE. .

— HMnpéM! — oHa nomaHmMsa ero, HampaBJLisCh Hasal, K
XWIBIM noMellleHHAM. TaM oHa cXBaTWiIa OOHO U3 LIEIKQBBIX
nayybux ozesul. PasopBaTh Takyio TKaHb, KakK cuuran Pus,
6pUTO MpaKTH4YecKH HeBo3MoxHo. Ho kaxuM-to oGpasom
cajlapHKe yOaJIoCh 3TO cAejaTh — C NOMOIIbIO HOXa U CBOMX
OCTphIX HorTeil. OHa cMoTajla B KIyOOK IOJIOCKHM, OCTaBWIA
MX Ha CTOJIe H MOJOlIUIa K Ta3y, B KOTOPHIA K3 KpaHa B CTeHe
xamnana Boaa. TaM oHa BcTajla Ha KOJICHO Iepell amnTedyKoi,
BbIOpasia Kakue-TO TIOOMKM M YNaKOBKHM, BBICHINIANA UX CO-
AepXHMO€ B IIPMIOTOBJICHHBI/A Ta3sMK M TUIATEJIIbHO BCE
nepeMellaia, nokayas Ta3. A mocje NoBepHynach K Pusy.
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— TsBos omexaa HHKyNa He TOIHUTCSI, — OHa MoKa3ala Ha
JIOXMOTbSI €r0 pyballlKM U Harnpo4db CTEPThIE OOTHHKH. — A
He 3Halo, HaCKOJIBKO XOpOLIO OHH TeOs 3allHINAIoT, HO YX
Jaydine Tebe OBITH BOOOLIE pa3leTHIM.

OH ObicTpo pasaencsa, a Ucura B 3T0 BpeMf morpyxana
KYCKHU oflesyia B Ta3. 3aTeM OHa IPOJOJDKIWIA CBOIO pabory,
HMCKYCHO OOMOTaB €ro MOKpoif MaTepHel C HOr 10 TIOJIOBHI,
OCTaBMB TOJIbKO IIENM IS a3, Hoca M prTa. KMIKOCTb
NpUHsIA IpKuii ¢puoneToBOo-cHHMI UBeT, H Pu3 npeamnono-
XWI, YTO OH NpeICTaBIsAeT U3 ceOs Tenephb XYTKOe 3petlie,
BO3MOXHO, JOCTaTOYHO IOPa3HTENIbHOE, YTOOBI HETPHSITHO
YOHUBUTb KPOKOB, KOIJa OH IpeACTaHET mepel HHUMH BO
BpeMsl MX NMpOpbIBa BHYTPb IUIAHTaLIUH.

OH paccnabui riedyeBbie MBILILEI, TTo3BoJIsAs1 Mcure oca-
OUTP OOMOTKY BOKpPYT BEpXHeil 4YacTH ero Teja, TOTOBBI K
JI0ObIM OECTBUAM, KOTOpble eMy MPHIETCS NpPEeANPHHSTH.

CHapyx¥ pa3gasics ApoXaliuii KpuK, Mcura ornsgHynacs.

— 3aHHa I'OBOPHT, YTO MOKA3aJIMCh KPOKH.

Ho Pusy He TpeGoBanoch mpeaynpexiaeHHe MajeHbLKOMH
caapuku. JJoctaToyHo 6bUIO MX BOHM — TOLIHOTBODHOMH M
pe3koii. Tak, BOT U KPOKH, JIETKM Ha MOMHUHe.

— OrnpapnaiTech Ha BePTONIETHYIO IUIOLUANKY H CHpSYb-
Tech TaM! — OH OTIan el GmacTep M CXBaTWI CBOE OpyXHe,
€CJIM TaK MOXHO ObUIO Ha3BaTh JIOCHSMLIMECS KOJIblia KOXa-
HOH BepEBKH.

Hcura BriGexana U3 ABepH, cxBaTWwia 3aHHY 3a PYKy H,
netnsAsa, nobexana. A myTh Puza nexan K BoporaM. OH
3apaHee HaMETWI CBOM NMOCT U Tenephb OBICTPO 3aHSUT HCXOX-
HYI0O TIO3MLMIO: NMpHNAT K 3eMJIe MeXAy OBYMS OIIOpaMH
6myxaliliero K orpaxigeHHI0 mnpoxekropa. Kpoku obs3a-
TEJIbHO YCTpEMSTCA CIOfla, YTOOBI MOracHUTh CBET, KaK TONBKO
MHHYIOT BOpOTa.

VmoniokaHee... pe3koe jagHbe. WIIKYpHaHIIBI, KOHEYHO,
U He NBITATHCH CKPBIBATh CBOE NMPUCYTCTBHE CHAPYXH Orpax-
JeHUs U ToToBsllcecsd HamageHHe. OHHM XOpOIUO 3HAIOT,
HAacKOJIbKO MAJIOYHMCJIEHHBl H C/labbl HMX XEpTBhl. A, BOT
HAaKOHEL-TO M OHMH!
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B nyyax cBeTa nmokasayach nepBasi KOpUYHeEBasi, NOKpPbITas
XHTHHOM To0JIOBa, M 3TO PbUIO OBLIO HalleJIeHO Ha BOpPOTa,
COBCeM KaK ToH4Yad, mpeciieAyiouias XepTBy. A BepXoM Ha
weyax HinkypuadHua cugen lopau! C nywu y Pusa yman
KaMeHb. PeGEHOK GbUT aGCOIIOTHO Le] U HeBpeauM!

Kpok npunoaHs cBOH YeuryiiyaTble pyKH, YyThb MPUOCTa-
HaBJIMBasiCh, 4TOOH I'OpAM COCKONB3HY/N C €ro NOKPLITOM
MaHUMpeM crMHbl. JIpIxaHue Pusa Teneps moxogwio Ha
lIUneHue, KakuM Hcura BoipaxaeT cBOH THeB. 31O ObLA
Mmbu u3 nocénka. He ymusurensHo, uro I'opau ¢ oxoroi
NPUCOEAUHUIICA K MX OTpAdy. MajbuMK 3Ha 3TOro TyseMuLa
KakK Jpyra TNOJIOBUHY CBOell KOpPOTKOM XH3HHM: 3TO Xe ObLI
M1u6u, KoToprlii OJIMLIETBOPSI CBA3b C €M0 JOMOM M CEMbEM,
MN16u, KoTopoMy OH ceifdyac HOBepsUl GONblE, YEM Cam MY
Pusy.

Topou yBepenHo mnomén Brnepén. Ha mapy cexynn oH
3aiepXajicd Y BOpPOT, OINITHY/ICA Ha3al, H Pu3 yBumen, Kak
rosjoBa Miibu pé€pHynacs B oboapsiolieM ABHXEHHH, COOT-
BETCTBYIOLleM KHUBKY y jwoaeit. [Tozaau M6y Ha nosnocke
BBIXCKEHOM 3€MJIM TIOKAa3aJIMChb M OCTaIbHbIE KpPOKH, He-
CKOJIBKO M3 HUX TalllWIX NpUIHYHOIO pa3Mepa OpeBHo. l'opau
IOJDKeH ObUI OTKPBITHL BOPOTA, M TOTIAa OHU BCTABAT B CTBOP
pacnopky, 4ToObl yaepXMBaTb HMX OTKPBITBIMM, IIOKA BCE
OCTaJIbHble HE NMPOTHUCHYTCA BHYTpb. [IpocTo M H3sHO —
yucTtas pabora. K ToMy xe M6y ObLT JOCTaTOYHO 3HAKOM C
TEeXHUYECKUM 00OpynOBaHMEM 3eMJISIH, YTOOBI cpa3y HailTH
HMCTOYHHUK NUTAaHHUA U OTKIIOYMTL BCE MeXaHM3Mbl IUIAHTa-
LIMH.

JBepb BO BHELIHEM OrPaXIE€HHUHM OTKPbUIACh, H MaJIbYMK
npolu€n yepe3 He€. TyT Xe NMPULEABHBIM OPOCKOM KPOKH
MeTHyIM OpeBHO B oOpa3oBaBuuMiics npocBeT. A Hiu6wu,
MPHUKPBIBAsSCh TUTAHTCKUMH KyCKAaMH KOpPBI Taqyka B 0bGeux
pyKax, MNpBLITHYA ciegqoM M npobexan no O6peBHy. Kopa
3abIMIWIACD, M Ty3eMell OTOpOCHII €€ OT ce0s, eaBa fobpasics
10 BHYTPEHHEH CTOPOHBI KPENMOCTHOM CTEHbl. 3a HUM 3THUM
Xe IYTEM OpocWwIHCh M OCTajbHble, IpPAYaCh MOA CBOMMH
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BpeMEHHBIMH 1IHTAMH B MOMEHT NlepeceYeHUs CTBOpa BOPOT,
rae paboTas 3alUTHBLIN JIyY.

C nomolupio 6peBHa, HAOPOLIEHHOTO Ha NMpoBoAa, KOTO-
pble TAHYJHUCH IO 3¢MJI€, H UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHBIX LIIUTOB 3TH
LIYCTpble CMeJIbYaKy MOIIM TNpOWTH 4Yepe3 BopoTa. OgHAKoO
He BCeM TaK MoBe3yio, Kak Moy U elé ofHOMy HMIIKypHaH-
1y, OTIpaBUBLIEMYCS 32 HUM. TpeTuii NpLIrHYBLIHI B TPOXO.
Ty3eMell M3[aJ1 XPUIUVIbIA KpHUK, 3a0Wics B cygoporax, Ja TaK
M ocTascs JieXaTh Ha 3emie. [Ipousounuia 3amuHka. Ho Tyt
Miu6u nposasn npuxka3 U noBepHyJicd K Topau.

OnHako MaJbYMK OKPYDIMBUIMMHCS OT yXaca Iia3aMH
CMOTpeJ1 Ha yMHpalollero kpoka. McrmyraHHO BCKpUMKHYB, OH
Havyayl nAaTuTbed. MOHM mombiTajsics CXBaTHTh €ro, M TYT
I'opau, B3MISIHYB Ha Hero, JOJDKHO ObITh, YBUAEN B OOJIHKe
fAllepa, HaBUCUIETO Had HHUM, HEYTO TaKoe, OTYero eMmy
MIHOBEHHO M LEJIHMKOM OTKpbUlach Bcsl mpaBaa. OH ewé
OTCTYTIMJI Ha3aJ ¥ MOAHSI PyKH, O6yaTo cobupasch oTOMBaTh-
Ccsl OT OTPOMHOIO0 MUIKYpHaHLa.

M B 3TOT MOMEHT Hayan AeHcTBOBaTb 3eMISHHMH. IleTnis
BepEBKH oOBHJach BOKpYT I'opau M Kpenko 3aTsHyjaach. Pus
M30 Bcex Cwi AE€pHYIN. PaccTosiHue ObUTO COBCeM HEGOMBIINM,
M MaJIbYUKY 3TO HEe HaHECET Bpela, 3aTO 3TO ObLI €IMHCTBEH-
HBbIi1 cnoco6 OBICTPO BBIXBAaTUTh €ro M3 Jiall KPOKOB.

Topay NMpPOH3UTENBHO 3aBONII TOHIOCEHBKMM TOJIOCKOM,
xoraa Pu3 norawmmn ero. M npexnae 4yeM yaUBIEHHBIE Ty3€M-
L[bl HAKOHEL OCO3HaJIM, YTO MaJIbYMK YCKOJIb3aeT OT HHX, M
T'opau u Bep€BKa oKa3aluch B pyKax Puza. OgHako HacMepTh
nepenyraHHbIi MaJIbYMK, XOTSI €r0 PYKM M ObUIH CTSAHYTHI M
npkaThl K 60KaM NeTN€i, CTal OTYASHHO BBIPHIBAaThCS U3
O0BATHH 3eMJITHHHA, HO OH OBLUI CJIMUIKOM CTECHEH, YTOOBI
OCBOOOIUTHCHA.

Tenepp 3eMJISHHHY NPEACTOSUIO caMoe TPYyAHOE: CTpeMHU-
TeAbHBIH OpPOCOK B TeHb OMICKAMIIETO CTPOCHHUS, OCTaBUB
no3aau ce6d ABYyX KPOKOB, a, MOXET, M 0OJIblIE, €C/IH YMCIIO
PHMCKHYBLIMX TepeNpaBUTLCS MO JePEBIHHOMY MOCTHKY €llé
NpuGaBUTCA — MNP BHUAE YCKOJb3alolleH NMpAMO Ha Ija3ax
XEPTBHI.
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Pu3 Bech B3MOK Mol CBOMMH TOBS3KAMH BO BpeMs Oera no
neTIdIolel NopoXKe, KAXIyl0 CEKYHAY OXHUAasA, YTO B CITH-
HY BOH3STCA 3yOBl HMLIKYpHMaHLA. XOTs, BO3MOXHO, M3-3a
XYTKOIo BHIa CBOEro (pHoJIETOBOro MOKPOBa OH U INOJTY4YHA
HECKOJIBKO CeKyHJ NepeAbIliKd, Iocjie TOro, Kak KpOKH
3aMeTHIH ero. Ec/iM oHH M oXMoaiu yBUIOETh 3eMISIHHHA WIH
CaJIapHMKy, TO BHI $HOJIETOBOTO CYLIECTBa COBEPLICHHO YyX-
JIOTO UM BHAA AOJDKEH GBUT XOTh HAa MTHOBEHHUE HX TOpPA3UTh.
A Gonbluasi 4acTh KPOKOB ObUIM TYTOAYMBI.

Ho naxe ecnu Tak Bcé M obcTrosyio Ha nene, Pu3 ensa
TMOBEpHJI yOaye, YTO €ro AEHCTBUTENIbHO HHUKTO HE CMOT
OCTaHOBHTb, TNPOTHUCKMBASACh B IBEpb 3[JaHHUS, B KOTOPOM
HaxoAWICS KOMMYHHMKAaTOp. MalbyUK Xe MpoAo/oKal H3BH-
BaThCA M OIMKO OpaTh B €r0 pyKax.

— Tl'opau! — Pu3 HaKJIOHWICS K IMLY MaJIbYMKa, HaJEeAaCh,
YTO TOT Y3HAET €ro rojioc, a MOXeT, W YepThHl JIMIa CKBO3b
1eJId B MOBSA3Ke Ha rojose. — lopau, 3Tto Xe g, Pus, Pus
Hsiinep!

Ho T'opam yxe nepemi€n Ty 4epTy, KOrga €€ MOXHO
B3BIBaTh K 6/1aropa3yMHuio; HCTEpPHKA BCELENIO 3aXBaTHIA €r0.
Kpenkoit xBaTKol AepXa Majgb4uKa, PH3 npHroToBwicd Ko
BTOpOMY Mapui-6pocky. Or Wmbu, HanpapasBliero oTpsn
3aXBaTYMKOB, yaaya Bpoae 6v1 orBepHysnack. Ho MuikypuaHer
MOT y3HaThb O HamNpaBIsolleM JIyde, OTKIIOYHTh €ro U MpH-
3eM THTh BEPTOJIET C aBTONMWIOTOM. PHU3 He Mor ocraBaThcA
3ac¢Ch, ¢ obesyMeBlIMM [opau M MUIIEHHBIH OpPYXHS.

Kpenko mpuxas u3BuBamoouierocss pe6éHkKa K IrpyaH, OH
CXBaTWI OfIesiIo, TaKkKe INpeaBapHTe/IbHO HaMoyeHHoe Mcu-
roii. l'opau ToNbKO CymOpOXHO BOOXHYN, Korga Pua Hayan
3aBOpPAYMBATh €ro B KJIEHKHE CKIAIKH, TpeBpallias B 6e3-
BOJILHYIO 3amelieHaTylo Hrpywky. [locne yero Pus cHosa
6pocwicst Bo ABOP.

[To3anu paspmancsa Tpeck, U NPOXEKTOP BO3Jie BOPOT MpPH-
Ka3aJI A0JIN0 XHTb, Pa30MTBIH MeTKO OPOUICHHBIM JPOTHKOM.
Ho HacTynuBias TeMHoTa 6Gosblile HE TPO3HIA OMACHOCTHIO
3eMJISIHHHY, Hao60poT, Tojbko momoraia. OH mobexan k
BEPTOJIETHON cTossHKE. OroHb, XKEMTO-3€JIEHBIA OTOHb CcTe-
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JIWICA MO 3eMJIe, OXBaTbiBAasA YETHIPEXYTOJbHHK IUIOINAAKH
elKMM IUlaMeHeM. PU3 yBHAEN NpPOCBET B CTEHE OTHA Iiepen
co0oii ¥ NOHSUI, YTO JOJDKEH PHCKHYTb M NPOPBaThCA CKBO3b
JIIKylHe 00e CTOpOHBI NMpoxola A3bIYKU IvlaMeHH. OH oue-
HWI paccTOsiHHe Ieped co0oif, NprKaa JIMLO K Y3JIy, 4TO
NpeAcTaB/is1 U3 ceOd B JaHHBIT MoMeHT lopau, u nomyaics
CO BCEH CKOPOCTBHIO, KAKYIO OH TOJIBKO MOT M3 ce0si BbDKATh,
NpSMO B 3Ty CIIACUTEILHYIO LIE/b.

XKap onanmwn pyku # iMuo. Pu3 moaHsn rosnosy. 3a npoxo-
IOM BXMMasach B 3emmio Mcura, TBEpIO CXHMasi pyKoOSTb
6nactepa B pyke Ha KojeHaAx. Pu3 onycrin I'opau H cxBaTtiin

OopyXHue.

— HyxHo... BepHyTbCcA... — CKa3ajJl OH e€il, ¢ TpyAOM
BbUIbIXasl CJIOBAa, — HYXHO... YHHYTOXUTb... yIpaBIeHHE...
JTy4OM.

E€ yiuM npuxanuce K depermy, a IyObl HM3OTHYIMChL B
THEeBHOM KoluaybeM ockaine. OH noliMan 6iactep, GpolieH-
Hblii e10. [InaMsi, oxBaTUBIIEe IUCThSI OTAHHBI, YK€ JOCTUIAJIO
BLICOTHI IISITH METPOB, ONajlfAs HX CBOMM XapoM. JlanoHblo
Pu3 noATonKHyn cajapuKy B cepelMHy KBaapata. OHa nora-
uwia 3a co6oi I'opau, NogYHHSSACH ABXKEHUIO pyKH Pusa, a
3eMJISHHH CHOBa IIOBEPHY/ICHA JIMLIOM K NpOXoAy B OrHe,
MOYTH HEe OCO3HaBasl, Tlie Xe TOT HaXOAHUTCSH.

IpuKpriBasg ODHOH pyKo¥i JIMLIO, a APYTOM TaK Xe KpernkKo,
Kak nepen 3tuM lopau, cxumMas 6nacrep, Pu3 npuroroBiicsa
K ell€ ofHOMY phIBKY. Tpoe ocTaBUIMXCS B KBaApaTe peByllie-
IO IUIaMEHHU NPUXMYTCS IPYT K APYTY Y HaKpOIOTCA MOKPbIMHU
ofcsUIaMHM, YIoBasg Ha TO, YTO BEPTOJET € aBTOMIIOTOM
MPWIETUT paHbllle, YeM IOracHeT 3TOT OroHb. Eciu Obl eMy
TOJIBKO yIaJloch J0OpaThcs 4O YCTAHOBKHU YIIPaBiIeHHUS JTy4OM
U obe3omacuTh €€ OT HeXeJaTeJbHOTO BMeEUIaTe/JbCTBA —
OMaCHOCTH, KOTOPYIO CaJlapHKe CJIEAOBaJO OBl NpEABUIETD.

Pu3s npeirHyn Brnepél, BCKPHUKHYB, KOIa €ro OIalIWIo
wiaMeHeM. [ToToM y Hero nepexBaTivio AkixaHue. Ero rosas-
KU Gosiblile He ObUTH BIaXHBIMU. ONaIEHHAS NOJIOCKA MaTepHH
CBAJIWIACh C €ro Iuieya Bo BpeMsA Oera.

Bnepeny 3aileBeTWIMCh KaKue-To TeHU. Pu3 Ge3 npoMen-
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JIEHUS OTKPLUT OTOHBb M3 6/1acTepa, YCTAaHOBUB JIy4 Ha CaMyIo
LIMPOKYIO 30HY NMOPaXeHHUs, U B OTBET JHOHECINCh XPHIUIbIE
KPMKHM M CTOHbI. M1 BOT OH yXe B KOMHaTe yNpaBleHMs, U
CBET No-npexXHeMy roput B Heil. Ho Mexay HUM U npubop-
HOI1 MaHeJIbIO BCTa/la KOpUYHEeBasl 3a3yOpeHasi CITHHa U roJjioBa
C BBITAHYTBIM DHUIOM. 3eMISHUH elU€ pa3 BBICTPEIMI H
yBHIEN, KaK JIy4d IUIJAaMEHH YTOAWI B MIIKypHaHLa U MONYTHO
pa3pe3an npubOpHyI0 mnaHenb momosjaM. CBeT B KOMHarte
Pe3KO BCIBIXHYJ M TYT Xe mnorac. OcTajiuch TOJIbKO MepLalo-
1IHe OTOIECKM TaHIIa TOpPSIIINX JIUCTheB OraHHbl. OH BHIPDYOMI
OCHOBHYIO 3HEPTeTHYECKYIO YCTAHOBKY.

Ho y paguoMasika GbUI CBOi HEGOJBLIOI 3anac 3HEPTUH, U
B CJIy4yae BBIXOJA U3 CTPOSI OCHOBHOM YCTaHOBKM MasIKk MOXET
pa6oTaTh no KpaifHeli Mepe eul€ 4yac. BpeMs M mpomoirxu-
TEJBHOCTb OYpH — BOT ceifyac MX IVIaBHBbIE MPOTHUBHUKM. Pu3
coenan Bc€, 4yTo ObUIO B €ro CWiaX, YTo6bl COXPaHHTh XOTh
KpOILIEYHYIO Hagexnay. Ternepb eMy OCTaBaJIOCh TOJILKO T03a-
6oTUTBECI O coOcTBeHHO# Oe3onmacHocTH. Ceifyac, Koraa
OTKJIIOUEHBI BCE 3alIUTHHIE YCTPOMCTBa, HMYTO HE BOCIIpE-
MATCTBYET KpOKaM Bceil TONMO# PUHYTLCA clola Yepe3 BOpoTa.
Ho oHM He cMOryT mnpeonojieTb OTHEHHYIO CTEHY, MOKa OT
JINCTbEB HE OCTAaHEeTCS OOHA 30J1a. A JIMCTbS OTaHHEI ropAT
OYEHb JOJITO...

Pu3 BBICKONB3HYT M3 KOMHATHI yIipaBieHHUs1. Bech Bo3ayx
Mponax TSKENbIM U €KUM 3aIlaXOM TopsIIMX JINCTHEB, H3-3a
Yero OH JIMIIWICS OAHOTO H3 OXPAaHSIOIIMX €ro YYBCTB —
CINIOCOOHOCTH pa3IMYUTh Bpara no 3amnaxy. I[loHayany B HO4Y-
HOM TEMHOTE pa3fiaBalNch pe3Kiie KPUKU KPOKOB, HO MOTOM,
OynTo o KoMaHze, OHU BHe3anHo yruxiau. IOHoa noaymas,
YTO OHM CKOpEe BCEro NMpOYECHIBAIOT 3MaHMA, OKpyXas oc-
TPOBOK IUTAaMEHH, YTOObI MOIBITATLCA YAEPXKaTh CBOH XEPTBBI
BHYTpH.

N y 3emissHHHA ocTajicd TIOC/NEOHMH LIAHC — TMOIBITKA
nepeceyb 3Ty OTHEHHYIO CTEHY — IO KpaliHell Mepe XOTb
Takasg BO3MOXHOCTb y Hero 6pina. Pu3 TOpoOIUIMBO IpOBEN
pyKoH Mo Teny. 3allMLIAlOIIME €r0 GMHTHI BBICOXJIM, HO BCE
Xe AaBajiM TeJy Kakylo-To 3auuTty. M y Hero He ocraBajoch
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BbIOOpa, OH OOJDKEH ObLT B TPETHM pa3 NMpOPHIBATLCA Yepes
TOT NPOXOA B IUIAMEHH. YMepeTh JaxXe TaKoH MYYMUTEbLHOMH
CMEPTHIO OymeT BCE-TAKM Jydllle, YeM CTaTh IUICHHUKOM
KPOKOB.

Tenepsr HeoGXOAMMO OLLIO CHOBAa ONpere/IMTh MECTOHa-
XoxaeHHe npoxonaa. Ho g3bixu 6y1uyiolero ruoilaMeHy couBanu
€ro ¢ TOJIKY, a lleJib C CaMOoro Hayaja ObLia Tako# y3KOii...
Own6uThCs Xe B BbIOOpE MecTa G3Hayalo ITOJIHYIO Kara-
ctpody.

Ilozangu Pu3a pasnmanicsi KAKOM-TO 1IyM, TOPTAHHBIH BU3T.
OH He T4 BBLICTPEJWI B CTOPOHY 3TOTO 3BYKa M nobexal.
B mocneqHMii MOMEHT OH CHOBAa TOIAHAI PYKy, TIPHKPBIBas
JIMLIO, U MPBITHYN, HaJdesCh, YTO 6Jaroroay4yHo MHHYET Mec-
TO, IOe, KaK eMy IIoKa3aloch, CTeHa oOrgs Onuia caMoi
TOHKOM.

IToToM OH KaTayicg 1Mo 3eMJie, a OMHTBI BCIIBIXHYIN Cpa3y
B HecKoJbKUX MecTax. Korna xe Pu3 HakoHel cMor ayMaThb
0 4y€M-IHb0 ell€, MoMHUMo OO U Xapa, OH BAPYT MOHSI, YTO
JIEXXUT HUYKOM, OoJiblas YyacTh €ro Teja oOHaxeHa, a Mcura
JIMXOPaloOYHO MPONOJIKAeT CPHIBAaTh C HETO INOJIOCKM TKaHH.
Oxory MyYHUTEJILHO HBUTH, HO BCE paBHO OH CYHUTAJ, YTO eMY
MOBE3JI0, YXKacHO IOBE3JIO.

— Tr1 Moxelwrb ABUTaThCcsi? — CKIOHMBLIMChH Haad HHUM,
CrpoCWIa cajlapUKa. — Mbl JODKHBI OTOMTHM Hdajiblile, 3a
npenesbl MX JOCATAEMOCTH.

Pu3 noBepHys1 rojioBy W YBHAEJ], YTO OHA HMeeT B BUIY.
CkBO3b IUIaMfA, BCIBIXMBasi OTHEM, TPOJIETAJIM OPOTHKH H
NpPOJUBAJIUCh HOXIEM HAa MECTO CTOSSHKM BepTonEéToB. OH
pa3BepHYJCSd U TNONBITAICS OTMOJ3TH Tyda, Ile HHUYTO H
HUKTO €ro yXe He IOCTaHYT, HO GOJIb B pyKaxX OT TSDKECTH
COOCTBEHHOTO TeJia ObLIa CIMIIKOM CHJIbHOH, YTOOBl OH MCT
crepnieth e€. Torza kakuMm-to obpasoM Pu3 moaHsuics Ha
HOTH M TsDKeJIo HaBamwicd Ha Mcury, a oHa moTammwia ero K
Ipyne ofesUl, Noj KOTOPLIMH NPATAINCH AeTH. TaM oHa
OCTOPOXHO OITYCTWIa IOHOLIY BHU3 M MOJHEC/IA K €ro rydbaM
dnary, a oH ¢ XagHOCTBIO OCYLIHI €€.

— INocnywait! — canapuka BAPYT NMOAHSIA I'OJIOBY, HAaBOC-
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TpHB yiiH. Teneps M 3eMJITHHH CMOT PasIMIUTb 3TOT 3BYK —
NnpeaynpeXxaaloUHil CBUCT BepTOJIETa, 3aX0As1IUEero Ha nocaj-
Ky. 1 ¢ orpoMHBIM o6JierdeHHEM OHH YBHIETU 3eJIEHOE
MHTaHMe OTHel, Korja BepTOoJET Hadall BEpTHKAJIBHO CalUTh-
ca. Pus crosn, Moprag, mnoka MallMHa He KOCHYjach
NOBEPXHOCTH IUIOIIAAKM BceMH TpeMs onopaMH. OH MaxHyJ
BIIEPEN PYKOM, M TYT Xe 3aCTOHAJI OT 6O0JIM, KOTa onajJ€¢HHbIe
NMaTbLBI TMOATBEPANWIM, YTO 3TO BHIEHHE €My He IpUIrpe3d-
JIOCh, ¥ YTO HAKOHEH-TO MX KOHIMAP ORHU3UTCA K 3aBEPIICHHIO.

CexyHpoit mo3xe Pu3 ykasam Menre Ha MecTo NMUioTa, a
To3aau yCTPOWI AeTel.

— ABTONMWIOT BepTOJIETA HA OOPATHBIN ITYyTh TOXE HaCTPO-
€H Ha CHMTHajabl Maska, — pasbiCHWI oH. — Hamo Tonbko
HaXaTb Ha KHOMKY NoAbEéMa, U TOraa Hac MOBEAYT IO JIydy.

Pu3 yxasan Ha HyXHYIO KHONKY, HO PYKH €TI0 TaK HbLUIH OT
Maleiflllero ABIXKEHHA, YTO MPUXOLUIOCh CTUCKMBATh 3YOHI,
yTOOBl He 3aKpu4yaTth oT Gonu. Ho HecMoTpa Ha Bce 3T
MY4YeHMs, OH cj1abo ynbiGasics, KOrqa OHH MOAHUMAJIHCh HaJ
OCTPOBKOM IUIAMEHH B SICHO€ M CIIOKOHHOe HOYHoe Hebo.
Ilayk crui€n mayTHHy M InoiiMall B CBOM TEHETa XEpTBEI,
OJlHAaKO He Bce, He Bce!

B XOHIle KOHLOB Telleph Y HUX HAa4YHETCA HOBasA XU3Hb —
B Haraccape win Ha apyroii ruianete. Pyku Mcuru ooMsaxim,
KOTJa aBTOMIWIOT B3sU1 YIIpaBjieHHe Ha ceOsl, H pOBHbIii MONET
NpoAoLKWICS caM coboi. Cajapuka HaKJIOHWIACh K 3eMJISI-
HHHY, OECIOKOWHO CMOTpSI Ha HEro CBOMMHM KOUIaYbHUMH
rma3amMu. Ho Pu3 nponomxan ynbibaTecs, xoraa oHH nepe6u-
PAJIUCh Yepe3 ropbl, ¥ MX XJaIH HOBbIN JeHb M HOBas XH3Hb,
M COBCEM YXe CKOpO.
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I'naea nepeas

Cnesa ot Huka yxe HauHHaI0 NPOIIAAbIBAaTb COJHLUE Hal
BEpPXYLIKAMH HHU3KHX JepcBUEB — MbUIAIOLIUI KPACHDBIH 1Iap
— OeHb obewan 6biTh XapkuM. HUK Hazesncg, yto ycneer
nobpaTecs A0 Jeca npexkiae, 4YeM HayHET MNO-HacToslleMY
npunekarb. KOHEYHO, OH cOOMpAJICS] OTNPABUTLCS MOPaHb-
LWe, HO BCeraa HaiayTcsa Kakue-HMHOyab NMpHYMHBI, YTOOLL...
Huk cepanuto cMoTpen cKBo3b OMyLUSHHBIH LIMTOK MOTOLIUK-
JIETHOTO lLIJIeMa Ha JOpOry BrHepeau.

Jla, Bcerna HaxoasATca Kakue-HHGYIb eeckue NPpUUHHBI, U3-
32 KOTOPBIX €TI0 XeJaHHS He BMMCHIBAIOTCS B IU1aHbl, MPUYEM,
pa3yMeeTcd, B ez2o NaHbl. Heyxenn Mapro u B caMoM Jene
NMpoCTO NPUAYMbIBAJIA 3TH NPUYMHBI, a 3aTeM BCE Jeana Tak,
yTo6bl HaMepeHUs1 Huka He ocyvinecTensinuch? OnHo BpeMs
OH 3To nopo3pesan. OOHAKO OHA HACTOJNBKO JIOTHYHO M
ybequTeNbHO HOKasbiBajla, MOYeMy Ta WIHM HMHasg ero uues
aGcypaHa, YTO OTel BCErLa COMAallajicsi C Hel.

[lo kpaifHeil Mepe XOTb 3TOT YMK3HA e He YIaloch
HCNOPTUTb. MoOXeT ObITh, MOTOMY YTO y HEE€ M OTLA UMEJIHCh
CBOM IUIaHbl WM, cKopee Bcero, y #eé. EwE oauH rog —
TOJILKO OAHMH! — U Mapro cMoXeT roBOpUTb BCE, YTO YTOIHO.
N Huxk He OymeT €€ cnywaTh: ero 3aech NMpocTo Gosblie He
6yner. JJa! — OH ¢ yn10OBOJBLCTBHEM MPEdBKYLUIAT 3TOT AE€HD, C
KOTOPOIo OH Ha4YHET CBOIO HACTOSALUYIO XK3Hb!

Oreu... Huk nocnewHo ororHan 3ty mMebicne. Otel... oH
BbIOpan Mapro, eMy HpaBHUTCAI €€ CNOKOMHAA pacCyaHTeNb-
HocTb. Hy ¥ nagHo, eMy-To yro! Ho Hux He ocTtaHercs ¢
HUMH HU OOHOM JNMIIHEH MUHYTLI.

OH 3aMeTW1, YTO MOCTENEHHO AepeBbs MO 06e CTOPOHLI
JOporH cTayiu Bbille U 6mrke apyr k apyry. Ho mopora, no
KOTOpPO# ¢ pEBOM MYasIcsi MOTOLIMKII, "OCTaBalach [MagKoH H
POBHOM, H MOXHO 6bUTO XOpolllo pa3orHarscsl. Ilocne noso-
pPOTa K 03€py He CJIHIUKOM-TO Pa3rOHMLILCS, XOTH B JI060M
cllyyae K MOJIYAHIO OH NOGepETca A0 KOTTeAXa.

Mbiciu ero Gonbliue He 3aHMMaM NpOLUJIble COGBITHSA, a
6bu1M obpallueHBb! K 6yaylieMy Becbh YMK3HIO — C NATHHULLI U
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IO NOHEAe/NbHUKA — OH OymeT MONHOCTBIO NpPHHALIEXaTh
TOJLKO caMoMy cebe. Mapro He HpaBUTCS 3TOT JOMHK Y
o3epa. HuK cnipocun ce6s, noyeMy oHa He NpeaioxXuia oTLy
npoaath ero. Bo3MoxHo, eii mpocTo Bcé paBHo. CAMIUKOM
MHOTMM OHa BJIAJIeET, He CYMTas €€ BJIACTH HajJ OTLOM.

Huk ewi€ Gonblie HaxMypuil Y€pHble OpOBM, cBels MX Ha
nepeHocHlIe, U KPENKO cXaJjl rybsl. 3To HaxMypeHHOe Bbipa-
XCHHE YXe HHKOIIa MOJIHOCTbI0O HE CXOOWIO € €ro JMua,
CJHIUKOM YX 4acTo 3a MNocjieAHHe TPH roJla OHO MOSIBJISUIOCH.
OH ynpaBisii MOTOLMKIIOM, KaK ero NMpeaKy NMOToHSUTH CBOMX
nouranei, — CAUBLIMCH BCEM TEJIOM C MeTaUIMYeCKOH pa-
Moii. [onoBy ero 3awMian Kpyriblii LUleM, ofeT OH ObUT B
pyOalIKy, yXe U3pSOHO 3alopolUEHHYIO MbUIbIO, CTapble 3a-
CTHpPaHHbIE IKHHCHI, a Ha HOorax — OOTHHKH.

B cyMkax, KpenkKo-HaKpenko NpHUBA3aHHBIX K OaraXXHHKY,
XpaHuWIach Npoyas €ro ofexnaa u eaa, B JJETHEM JOMHKE eLle
HailyTcsd KOHCEpBbI, Ja KOe-YTO OH KYTHUT B Mara3uHe Io
nytd. bak nosHocTbIO 3aMWT, M ULeNbIX YeTbipe IOHSA OH
cBoboneH — Oymet caMuM coboit! HukoMm Liloy, a He chiHOM
Hyrnaca Loy, He nackiHKOoM Mapro (XoTsi, KOHEYHO, 00 3THX
PONCTBEHHLIX OTHOLIEHHMSAX TOYTH HHUKOIIA He TOBOPWIH
Bcayx). Huk Illoy, coBcTBEHHO# NEPCOHOM, M B IOHOM
oAuHoyecTBe!

3a MOBOPOTOM Yy MOOHOXHSA XOJIMAa MNOKa3aJcs MarasuH
cpead peAKHUX NOMHMKOB. 3TO MECTeYKO HEe MMEJIO cTaTyca
ropoaa, U Ha ykasartejie, MUMO KoToporo npomyanca Huk,
3HaYWIOCh TOJNBKO Ha3BaHMe — Podectep, 6e3 ykazaHus
YHciaeHHocTH. OH ocTaHOBWICS y MarasuHa. Heruioxo 6bl
B3Th KOKa-Kosy, X3M Xomxec Bceraa OEepXHT 3anac B
XONOOHUNIbHHUKE.

Xneb, cpip. Cnrcok HHMK He cocTaBisl, eMy NpoCTO
HYXHO OBbUIO KYNHUTb TO, YTO He MOCTpajaeT Ha yxaGHUCToM
Jopore. OH rPOMKO NpoTonai B CBOMX GOTHHKAX 1O KPbUIbLY
M NOTAHYJCA K pydkKe Ha ABEPH C CETKOH. 3a ceTKOil Kakas-
TO YEpHasi TEHb OTKpbLJa NMAcTh U MOYTH 6€33ByYHO, HO ABHO
yrpoxalollle 3allMrena.
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Huk ca€pHyn c ronoBs! uUIeM.

— A He npumeneu ¢ Mapca, Pypyc, — ckasan oH
OIrPOMHOMY KOTY.

Ha Hero ycTaBWaMcbhb HeMMramolliue ronayomle Ia3a, HO
MacTh 3aXJIONHYJIACh.

— Pyd, 11 6B 3TO... OTOLIEN, YTO JIH, OT ABEpH. CKOJILKO
pa3 Tebe roBOpHUTh: Gylellb TYT CHIETb — KOraa-HMOyab Ha
TeOsA HACTYTIAT...

Huk 3acMmescsa.

— Korna, XaMm? Koraa noceTtutesnb TOALKO coOHpaeTcs
OTOBApMTLCA, WJIM KOTa OH BBIXOIMT, OlllapallleHHbIi TBOH-
MH 6aCHOC/NIOBHBIMHM LIEHaMH?

KoT ¢ HanMeHHBIM BHIOM OTOABHHYJICSI HEMHOIO B CTOPO-
HY, TpoIycKasi ero.

— Huk lloy! — cneBa u3-3a CTOHKM BbIlE €LUE ZOBOJIb-
HO MoJoJoi napeHb. — TBOS ceMbsl MoxaaoBasa Ha YHKIHA?

Huk nokayan ronopoii.

— A oauH.

— Xanp, ytro HCT TBoero otua. Jlappu I'puH Buaen
HECKOJILKO 310POBEHHbBIX pbIb B OyxTouke. He nanee yeM yac
Hasal OH 3aMeTHJ MHe, 4to MHcrepy llloy HempemeHHo
cleAyeT NpHexaTh Ha pbibanky. JlaBHEHBKO €ro 3aech He
6bL10.

Xota X3M M crapayics ObITb TAKTUYHBIM, HO BCE Xe eMy
3TO He CIHLIKOM yaaBajoch. HHMK mepecTymun ¢ Horu Ha
Hory. MMs Mapro HuKoraa He ynoMHMHalOCh, HO OHa Bceraa
MPUCYTCTBOBAJIa B MX MBICASAX M B €ro, Korga roBopwiH o
nane. [lo nogsneHusa Mapro oreul 110611 3TO 03€po H 1ETOM
M OCEHbIO NMPOBOAWI TaM KaXAyi0 cBoboaHyio MHHyTY. Ho
KakK JONro ewe oH OyleT BIaAeTb 3TOH XMXKHUHOIA?

— Her, — orBeTnn Huk, H30 Bcex cui cTapasich T'OBOPHTH
POBHBIM rosiocoM. — OH OYeHb 3aHAT, X3M, Thl Bellb 3HaCllIb,
KakK 3TO ObIBaeT.

— JloranpiBaloch, YTO caM-TO Thl MOXAJIOBaJ Clofa He 3a
HaXHUBKOH...

Huk BbIMyYyeHHO YNBIGHYCH.
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— Tbl Xxe 3Haewrs MeHs, X9M. S Tak Xe mo6/0 priGayuTh,
Kak Pydyc — cobak. A YTO MHE NeiCTBUTEIbHO HYXHO, TaK
3TO XOPOLIYIO 3aKYCKYy, — M YTOGBI 1 CMOT JOBE3TH €€ Ha
MOTOLIMKNIE M He pa36uth no gopore. He Haiin€rcs nm
HeMHoro xi1eba OMu?

— Ceityac nocMmoTtpio. [ToyeMy 6b1 KaKOH-HHOYAb BbINEY-
Ke He OcCTaThcd...

Xomxec ckpbuicad B IIyOMHe MarasuWHa, a HUK npoiéncs
BOKpYT, BbIOHMpas OCTajibHOe. 3aMoOpoXeHasi BeTYHHa, He-
MHOTO Cblpa. 3a JOJTHE roabl CBOMX MOABJICHHUH y X3Ma OH
IaBHO YCBOWI, Tle YTO JIeXHT. Pydyc BepHy/ics Ha mpexHee
MECTO W 3aHS1 CBOI MOCT y ABepH C ceTKoi. OrpoMHBbli
KOTHLIE, HO He TojacThiii. HanpoTusB, HecMoTps Ha Bce
MOJIHbIE MMCKM, KOTOpble OH eXeJQHEBHO NOYMCTAa BbUIM3bI-
BaJl, Pydyc octaBancs noBosibHO TouwiMM. PHUIypoii OH BbILLIEN
B CBOEro Mamnauy, CMaMCKOro KOTa, OJHaKO MacTb y Hero
6bu1a YEPHOM, KaK Y NMOJYKPOBKH.

— Ha xoro-to oxortuuubcsi, Pybyc? — cnpocun Huk,
BO3BpalIasACh K MpPUIaBKY.

¥YX0 1IeBeIbHYOCH, HO caM KOT Jaxe He luejoxHyJcs. Ero
HACTOJILKO CWIbHO NPHMBJIEKIO YTO-TO Ha yauue, yro Huk
Toxe mowén nocMoTpeTh. HaBepHoe, ntuua uiu 3mes. Ho
OH HMYEro He yBHAE.

3TO BOBCE He O3Ha4yaJlo, YTO TaM HHYero He 6pu1o. Kouku
BUAAT He TaK, KakK Jioau, — ropasgo Gonsie. TaM BrionHe
MOIJIO OBITh YTO-TO, YTO-TO HEBHMAMMOE IS YeJIOBEYECKOIo
rnasa...

U tyr HUK cnipocun ce6si, HacCKOJIbKO NMpaBANBHLI Te KHUTH,
B KOTOPBIX OH YMTaJl Mpo HHble ¢opMbl cyliecTBoBaHusA. K
npUMepy, B TOH, Ille TOBOPUTCS, YTO BMECTE C HAMU B HallleM
MHpe CYLIECTBYIOT U ApYyrHe (popMbl XKU3HH, HEBULUMbBIE LIS
Hac TaK Xe, KaK U MBI HeBHAMMBI 11 HuUX. He odeHb-TO
NMpUATHAA MBICIb. XBATaeT NPOOJIEM H C TEM, YTO Thl MOXCEUld
BHUIETD...

— Yro TaM, Pydyc? Jlerawowasa Tapenka?

Huk noyyscTBOBas1 JIErKoe OECroOKOMCTBO, YBHIAEB TaKoe
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sIpKoe NposiBicHHe Kolllaybero BHUMaHuA. HeoxunanHo Py-
¢yc LIKPOKO 3€BHYJ M NMOTAHYAcA. YTo Obl TaM HU ObLIO, OHO
HcYesno

Huk BepHynca k npunasky. Ha HEM nexana packpbitas
KHUra B MATKoH ob6noxke HuMK moaHsan e€ M npouuTtan
Ha3BaHMe. «KTo noceljaer Hally raHeTy» Hekoero Kuna. A
psAooM Nexana ell€ omHa KHUXKa. «Koe-yto HoBoe npo
«Heuyto» CaHaepcoHa. DTy KHUIY OH 3HaJl, KOraa-To Npoyu-
Tajl No peKOMeHAaUHMH X3Ma

Y Xsma Xomxeca Oblia uenas OMOnMOTEKa MNOAOOHOM
JIMTepaTypbl, HauynHasa ¢ onucanuii Yapabn3za PopTta 0 HEOOD-
SICHUMBIX ciy4yasax. KHUIM 3THM MOIIM 3aMHTEepecoBaTh KOTo
YyTOOHO, K TOMY Xe Yy X3Ma ObU1a BecKasi TpUYMHA UHTEPECO-
BaTbCsl MOAZOOHBIMU BELAMHU — TOCJIE TOTO, YTO CIYYMJIOCH C
cro aApolopoaHbIM OpatoM Ha Kopotkoit opore.

— Jloctan Tebe OyxaHKy Oenoro xneba ¢ H3IOMOM H
NMONAIOXHHBI OysloueK, — oObABUI X3M, BO3BPaTHUBLUHUCH. —
DMH cka3ana, YyTo OyJIouKHM clieayeT NoaorpeTb, OHH BYepaLli-
HHe

— Ilycth naxe AByXHeae/JbHble, BCE paBHO OHM OCTAlOTCH
XOPOLIMMH, €CIAH TOJILKO HUX TOTOBWIA OHa. MHe noBsesjo,
4TO y Bac OCTaJOCh TaK MHOIO CTaporo xjie6a 3a JeHb nepen
HOBOM BbITNCYKOMN

— Hy, Kk HaM n0o/XHa Obl1a 3asiBUTHCSI OJHA KOMIMAHHs, HO
HUKTO TaK M He NpHexasl, BOT NMO3TOMY H COXPaHMWJIOCh TaK
MHoro xie6a. CtpaHHO Bc€ 3T0, — X3M ONMycTWI OyXaHKy M
O6yN04KHM B MiacTMaccoBblii makeT nepen Hukom. — Oaun
napeHb MO3BOHWI B MPOLLIYIO NSATHHUUY... POBHO HEIENIO
Ha3aa. Cka3an, 4yTo oH u3 XeiiceHTaitHoBckoro MHcTuTyTa, M
4TO OHHM cobupaloT MaTepHan o Kopotkoii Jdopore. Xotenu
cloja npuexarb M nopaccrnpawinsath o Tege u bene... — Xam
NMoMeUTM Ha HecKoJibKo ceKyHld. — [loaymaTth Tonpko —
CKOJIbKO YX€ BPEMEHH NPOLLIO Nocje UX Ucye3HoBeHus. [lo
KpalHeH Mepe 3TO Ha HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsl OTMYTHYJIO HapoA OT
TOoM noporu. [lotoM KTo-TO CHAN noM BunbcoHa Ha 3To neto,
a Tak KaKk c Tex nop, Kak 3akpbiid wocce K UHloktony,
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Kopotkas Jlopora — eqMHCTBEHHasi BO3MOXHOCTb NONacTh
Ha TOT Oeper o3epa, TO Tenepb CHOBA NO HeH CTAIH €30UTh.

Bo BcsIKOM ciydae 3TOT napeHb COOGLINA, YTO OH 3aHMMa-
€TCsl McC/eJOBAaHUSAMH, H MOMHTEPECOBAJICS, TAE €EMY MOXHO
OCTaHOBHUTbCA. A y Hac eCTb JOMMK, BOT Mbl H CKa3ajH, 4YTO
nocejauM ero TaM. ToNbKO OH TaK U He MOSBHICHA U AaXe He
NMO3BOHMII.

— A CKOJIbKO X€ BpeMEeHH yxXe Mpouuio ¢ Tex nop, XaMm?

— 3TO cnyyYyuiaoch ABaaLATh YeTBEpTOro Mionsa 1955 rona.
Hy, Beab Thl M caM ¢ poAUTENSIMHM GBI B TO JICTO 3leCh Ha
o3epe. [IpynoMHHalo, YTO TBOM OTell Y4aCTBOBaJl B MOMCKaX.
A Tornma Kak pa3 BepHyiacd u3 KopeH, TONBLKO-TOJILKO H3
apMHH. MBI npoyecany TOT paiioH BIOJb M nonepék — Ten
6blJ1 OTJIMYHBIM NMapHEM W 3HaJl BCIO OKPYTY KaK CBOM MNATb
nansleB. beH Toxe 6bL1 He Aypak, oH moapyxuics ¢ Teaom
elllé Ha ¢oTe M MpHexana cloaa nopei6ayutsh. M oHM npocto
HCYE3NH, KaK U Bce ocTalbHble — Kak KosiaBesut ¢ XeHoil U
nByMs pebsarumikamMu B 1946 rogy, a no Hux — JlaTuMep
IIxoHcoH. S TyT Ha 3TOH Heaene NMPOCMOTpen BCE CBOM
3aMETKM M3 3alIUCHOM KHMXKM, YTOObI OTBETHTb Ha JI00OM
BOMpOC, KOTOPBIH 3TOT mapeHb U3 UHcTutyra B3ayman Obl
3amaTh. 3Haelllb, ¢ TeX Mop, KaK B ra3eTax BriepBbie NMOSBH-
JMch coobuweHus o6 3toMm, Ha Kopotkoit Jopore ucuesno
NpUMEpPHO TpUALATh 4enoBeK. JllooM cTayiM nponagaTth TYT
elé g0 Toro, Kak 6bU1a nposioXeHa 3Ta 4épTosa aopora. Yro-
To Bpone bepmynckoro Tpeyronsuuka. Tonbko He Tak 4acTo,
yTOoOBl 3TO BCEpbE3 B3Oymopaxwio moaeit. Bcerma mexny
HCYE3HOBEHMSIMHM NPOXOANIO JOBOJbLHO MHOTO BPEMRHH, YTO-
6bl Bc€ ycneno 3a0biThcsd. Ho BcE Xe He cieaoBaslo CHoBa
OTKpbIBaTh 3Ty Aopory. JIxum CaMioanbc NOMnbITalIcS KaK-TO
OTTOBOPDUTb HOBLIX BJafie/iblieB, M XOTSl OHU MNMpAMO M He
paccMesUTHCh €My B JIMLIO, MHE KaXeTcsl, OHH MOCYMUTAIH 3TO
[JIYTIBIMM NpelpacCyiKaMH MEeCTHOM JepeBEHLIMHBI.

— Ho ecau B toMnk BuibcoHa MOXHO nonacTb TOJIbKO MO
ogHo#t mopore.. — Huk 3Han 3ty nerenay o Koporkoit
Nlopore, HO OH TaKKe MOT NMOHSATb H NMPHE3XHX.
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— Jla, KOHEYHO, HM Xe HYXHO KakK-TO Tyaa nobuparbcs.
HuUKTO He cTaHeT NMpokianablBaTh HOBYIO AOPOTry K HECKOJIb-
KHUM JIETHUM JOMMKaM Yy o3epa TOJbKO NMOTOMY, YTO O TOH,
4YTO yXe €CTb, XOAST CTPaHHbIE CIYXH, a caMa OHa B NIPWINY-
HOM COCTOSSHMM. 3Haelwb, a y 3TOro nucarens, — XaMm
NMocTy4yasl HOITEM MO 00JI0KKe KHUIW, — MonaaaloTcsi A0BO-
JIbHO MHTEPECHDIE MBICH. A 31ech, — OH YKa3an Ha «Koe-yrto
HOBOE TPO «HEYTO», — FOBOPHUTCS, HaNpHMep, YTO TO, YTO
Mbl AyMaeM, OyaTo BeCh Halll MUP MCC/IENOBAaH, - HEBEPHO,
M eCTb LieJible paiioHbl, O KOTOpPbIX Mbl HE€ 3HaeM BooOlle
HHYEro — ropsl, Ha KOTOpPLIC HUKTO HMKOTIAa He B3OMpacs,
3eMJIM, Kyda LMBWIH3AaLHUs TaK elE M He gobpanach.

— «30ech OOMTAIOT YydOBMlIA», — NMpouUTHpoBan Huk.

— Yro TBI cKa3an? — X3M MOJHsU1 Ha HEro Ijiasa.

— VY nanspl ecTb HacToslllasi CTapUHHasl KapTa, KOTOpYIO
oH Kynun B JIoHmDoOHe B npouuioM roay... OHa BCTaBUJ €€ B
paMy 4 noBecw1 B cBoeil koMHate. Ha Heil m3oOGpaxeHa
AHrnus M yacts EBponsl, a no Hally CTOpOHY OKeaHa Ha Hel
JIM1Ib KaKHe-TO 3Ha4YKM C APaKOHAMH M MOPCKMMH 3MESIMH,
a CBepXy HamMcaHo: «31ech oouTaloT yynosuilas. Ha crapeix
KapTax HEH3BeCTHble 3eMJIM Hace/sUIM TeM, 4YTO, MO Npea-
CTaBJICHHUSM aBTOpa, MOIJIO TaM BOAUTHCS.

— Hy, yTO Xe, MBI delicmeumenbHo MHOIOIO He 3HaeM, a
60JILLLIMHCTBO JIIOACH HE XeNaloT 3HaTh HUYETro Goiblile TOro,
4YTO HaXOAMTCH NPSMO Nnepel uxX rmasaMu. [IbiTaelbes oobac-
HUTb MM BellM, KOTOphIe BLIXOAAT 3a paMKH HX OOBIYHBIX
NnpeAcTaBJI€HHHA, @ OHU TOJBKO OTMaxXHUBAIOTCA, YTO 3TO NpoO-
CTO Tebe MepeuIMTCd U Ha cCaMOM JieJie HUYEro HeobbIlYHOro
HeT. Ho MbI-TO 3HaeM o Kopotkoii lopore u o ToM, 4To Tam
NPOUCXOOUT '

— A 4TO, MO-TBOEMY, TaM INPOMCXOIMT Ha caMoM JeJe,
X3M? — Huk B3s1 GyTbUIKY KOKa-KOJIbI M3 XOJNOOWIbHMKA,
OTKPbUI €€ M caesian IJIOTOK.

— Ectb xe Bepmyackuii TpeyroabHuK, Toabko 3toT CaH-
[EPCOH YTBEPXAAET, YTO HUKAKOH 3ITO HE «TPEYTOJIBHUK», a
HeuTo ropasano Gonbliee, YTO TaM NPOBEIH HECKOJBKO OMbI-
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TOB M BBIACHWJIOCH, YTO 3TO TQJILKO ONHO M3 OECATH MOIO0-
OHBIX MecT Ha ruaHere. Kopabnu, nioAM U caMONETLI TO U
ZIeJIO TaM NMponanaloT — M HUYETO He HALWIOCh, YTO MOTJIO Obl
o0bsiIcCHUTb npoucxoaswee. OaHAXAb TaM Mpomnaio Lesoe
3BeHO caMoneToB BM® 1 nocnaHHbIii Ha UX MOUCKH FMIpO-
wiaH. MoxeT, Bc€ Oeno B KAKHMX-TO MATHMTHBIX MOSX,
NelCTBYIOMX B TaKUX padoHax. CaHAepcOH npeanojaracrt,
YTO TIPOMCXOAHUT MPOPBLIB B APYrol NMpOCTPpaHCTBEHHO-Bpe-
MEHHOW KOHTHHYYM. B0O3MOXHO, OAMH M3 NOAOOGHBIX
«TPCYTOJILHUKOB» €CTb U 3aecb, Y Hac. Kak xanb, 4To 3TOT
napeHb U3 XelccHTaWHoBcKoro MHCTUTYyTa Tak M He MpH-
exan' MHoraa koe-KTo M3 AHLEroNOBLIX ACHCTBHUTEILHO
NMPOBOAMT TOJKOBblE UccleaoBaHusa. U...

Ero npepBan oTuyasHHbIi naii cHapyxu. Pydyc, BbirHyB
AYTOI CMHHY H paclyliMB XBOCT, YTpoXalolle 3auiunes B
oTBeT. X3M 00epHyIcA.

— Y10 3a YepTOBIUMHA'! — M OH HANpaBMICS K ABEPH

Pydyc npuxan K rosobe ylliu, ero ronayoble cHMaMcKHue
rja3a NpeBpaTHIMCD B ABE y3eHbKME LUEJKH, OH UCCTYTUIEHHO
LIMNEeN M MHOraa usaaBan riyxoe BopyaHue Ho 6bu1o oue-
BMIHO, YTO TOTO, KTO Jas/l CHapyXH, 3TO COBEpILUEHHO He
HUcnyrao.

Y Mara3zMHa OCTaHOBMJICSI aBTOMOOMJIb, BEpHee CKa3aThb,
IKUM, U 33 ero pyi€M cuiena A€BylUIKAa, HO OHa He Moraa
BbIOpaTLC M3 MalIMHBI, MOCKOJILKY yAepXHBaja KpaiiHe
BO30YXNEHHOIO W pa3bIpEHHOIO NMeKMHeca, KOTophlii Gellle-
HO BbIpLIBAJICA M3 €€ pyK, He CBOASA BBIMYYEHHBIX [Ja3 C
Pydyca.

Jesyika nocMoTrpena Ha X3Ma CKBO3b 3a0paHHYIO CETKOM
OBEPb M Ha BbIMJISABIBABLIETO M3-3a ero ruieya Huka.

— Iloxanyiicta, — oHa cierka yablOHy/lach, — He MOTIH
611 BBl YOpaTbh cBoero 6oitua? 1 xo4y BONTH, HO HE MOTy Xe
s1 BbINycTUTh JlaHra XcuHa!

— H3BunuTe! — X3M octaHOBWICA U noaxsaTua Pydyca,
C NMPHUBBIYHOM JIEFKOCTbIO H36erasi Korreii, KOTOpLIe OrpoM-
HBI KOT YXE BBbIMYCTWI, MPUIOTOBMBIUMCL K CXBaTKe. —
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IIpowy mpoiuenusa, Pydyc, Ho T1ebs Ha Bpemsa NpuUAETCS
3anepeTh B KIaJOBKE, — M XO35IMH MarasMH4YHMKa YUEN C
6pLIKAIOLIMMCS M 3bIBBIBAIOIUM KOTOM, @ HUK oTKpbL1 ABEPH
nepyluke. OHa Mo-TNpexXHeMy He BBIITycKaja U3 PYK NeKHHe-
ca, KOTOPHIH 3aMOJIYall NP BUAE YAAISIOLIErocs He Mo cBoei

BOJIE Bpara.
— OH caMuIKoM Mai, yToObl cpa3utbes ¢ Pydycom, —
3aMeTi1 Huk. — Pyd Tonbko MaxHyn Obl OOMH pa3 — Ha

3TOM BCE ObI U KOHYWIOCh.

JeBylIKa HaXMypHiach.

— He 6yaobre Tak yBepeHbl B 3ToM! IlexiiHecoB Korma-To
Ha3bIBAJIM cobakaMH-ApakoHaMH. [ICHI-JIbBBI — OHHU Jaxe
OXpaHIM ABOPLLIL. JIJIsE CBOEro pOCTa OHM CYUTAIOTCS OOHU-
MU HX CaMbIX XpaOpbIXx B MHUpe XUBOTHBIX. A Telnepb THXO,
Jlaur, TBI yXe nobwicsa cBoero. Mel Bce 3HaeM, YTO Thl O4EHbD
xpabpelit néc, 6eccrpaunoe JdpakoHoBo Cepale, — NMEKUHEC
BBICYHYJ SI3BIK Y JIM3HYJ ACBYLIKY B LIEKY, a 3aTeM BeJH4YeC-
TBEHHO OIVISIAENICS, CJIOBHO Tereps, ITocjie 6ercTea ero Bpara
C 1oJist GUTBBI, BCE BOKPYT CTaJIO NMPHHAA/IEXaTh eMY.

— YeM Mory cayxuTb? — cipocHs BO3BpaTHUBLIMICA X3M,
00/M3bIBasi Majiell, KOTOpPbIA, IO BCE BUIAMMOCTH, YycHel-
TaK¥ YKYCHTb MU3THaHHBIH Pydyc.

— MHe HYXHO, YTOOBl Bbl OOBSCHWIM, KaK IpoexaTh, a
TaKkKe [Ba fAUIMKA KOKa-KOJbl H... — TeNepb, INpXKMas
Jlanra XcuHa onHOI pykoil K cBoeMy GOKY, INOCKOJIbKY TOT
Oonbllle He BBIPBIBAICS, APYTOM PYKOH AeBYlIKa IopbUlach
BHYTPH CYMKM, BHUCEBLIEH udepe3 Iuiedo. — BoT M oH, —
cKa3aia oHa ¢ obneryenueM. — S yX mogymana, YyTo OH B
TpeTUIl pa3 NMpOBaJMWICS Ha caMblii HU3, U MHE CHOBA INpH-
1LIOCh Obl BCE BBITPAXHUBATH H3 CYMKH.

B pyke y He€ ObLI CITHMCOK.

— Ecnu Tonbko 1 ew€ paszbepy noyepk IxeiH. Eit 651 B
caMoOM JeJie OTIeYyaraTh ero Ha MalllMHKe, N0 KpalHeil Mepe
TOTZa XOTb MOXHO ObUTO 6BI pa3oOparb. [IpaBwibHo, ABa
SILIMKA KOKa-KOJbl, ONUH OpaHXala U oduH — nencu. U ona
cKasajla, 4YTO y BacC JOOJ/DKHbI ObITb AbIHH... O, A 3a6bL1a
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npeacTaBUThcs, MeHA 30ByT JInHaa JliopaH, H BCE 3TO HYXHO
JxeidH Pumxysmn — ona nocenunaces y BuwibcoHa. OHa
oGellasia NO3BOHUTL BaM M NMpPEAYTIPEAUTb O MOEM BU3MTE.

X3M KMBHYI.

— Jla, TOYHO, OHA 3BOHWIA, U A BCE yXe MPUTOTOBWI. MbI
OBICTPO TMOrpy3UM 3TO B Bally MalIMHYy.. — OH Opocui
KOpOTKMH B3mIsiA Ha HHKa, KOTOpHIH C N'OTOBHOCTBIO CHOBA
oTolIéNn OT mpwiaBka. EMy xorenmocs nomMoub Xamy. XoTs
0COOEHHO TOPOIMUTLCA HE CTOWIO.

Jlunga 6niia nmoutH ogHoro pocra ¢ HukoMm. Ho B Haum
IOHM MHOIO BBICOKMX HeBylIeK. E€ OJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI ObLLIH
NpHUXBayeHbl C3aAH APKO-KPaCHOH TeCHMOM M JIOXWIHCh Ha
UIeY” TEMHBLIMHM TNpAAaMH. Y He€ ObUla Genaa Koxa. Ecnu
OHa M 3aropajia Koraa-HHOyab paHblle, TO TOJBKO HE B 3TOM
rofay.

JIXXWHCBHI Ha Hei ObUIM TaKoro Xe KpacHOIO LiBeTa, YTO U
TechbMa B BOJIOCaxX, a OfeTa OHa ObUia B Oemyio Ony3ky Oe3
PYKaBOB C IPBITalOUIMMM BBEpX-BHU3 AenbduHaMu. Odxku
OoJsTaTMCh Ha KOJIeuKe, B KOTOpoe ObUla IMpojeTa ell€ OgHa
KpacHasl JICHTOYKA, OXBAaTbIBaBluas €€ 1lIel0, a Ha Horax —
wietéHsle Tydau. OOGBIYHO OH 0CO00 HE MPUIISAObIBAICA K
IEeBUYBUM HapgaaM, HO 3TOT TaK NMOAXOOWI JEBYLIKE, YTO
OHa, Ka3aJIoCh, COlIa ¢ OOJOXKHU XypHasa.

Huk monoxun Ha nue4o OJHY M3 YyKa3zaHHbIX X3MOM
IBIHL, B3SUI BTOPYIO NOJ MBIWIKY M MOHEC MX K mxuiry. CaM
Xe X3M 3aHSUICH SLIMKAMH KOXa-KOIBI.

— Ilomoxnu, A ceifyac npuUHecy MEWIKH, — 3aMeTWI OH
Huky. — A To, eciu ALIMKH pacTpACTH, OYTHUIKH MOOBIOTCS
ApyT O Opyra.

JIunga [diopaH BBILLIA BClied 32 HUMH.

— 3HayuT, BlepeaM 6ymer mopora c yxabamMu? Bbl Obl
pacckasajiM, KaKk MHE exaTh Jajbllie, a TO yKa3aHus JIxXeiH
KaKKe-TO IyTaHBIE.

M tonbko ceityac HUK moHsAN, 4To oHa coGupaeTcs exaTh
no Kopotkoit Jopore. OH 6pocwn Kocoii B3risaa Ha X3Ma,
KOTOpPBIii HEBO3MYTHMMO 3aHMMaJica cBoMM nenoM. Ilocne
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BCEro, YTO OH TOJBKO YTO NOBOPWI, fIOCHUIaTh HE3HAKOMOTO
YyesioBeKa, K TOMy Xe neByuiky, no Kopotkoii [opore...
OnHako ecIM HHOM BO3MOXHOCTH MONacTh Tyaa HeT... U Bcé
paBHO Ha ayuie y Huka 6pU10 KaK-TO HECNOKOMHO.

Tyt 6pUlo €€ oQHO: OH TAKXKe MOTI' noexaTtbh MO 3TOM
Jopore. A Belb, 1eHCTBUTEIbHO, BAPYT OCEHHWIO €I0, TaK H K
ero JOMHKY NyTb HM3psAHO cokpatutcs. W uenaa BeyHOCTb
yXe Ipolria ¢ Tex nop, Kak nponanun Tex u Ben. fApxo
CBETHT COJIHLIE Ha HeGe, 1a U 3T PUIXy3suiel, HaBEpHOE, pa3
CTO yXe €3MWIM IO 3TOM Jopore ¢ TOTO BpeMEHH, Kak
nocenwinch TaM. M nmoyeMy BooGlie HYXHO GOsITbCsl YyHoO-
BMLI, OCOGEHHO eCJIN MX HeT?

— Iocaywaiite, — Hayan Huk, Korma cHoBa HOSIBWICS
X3M c MElIKaMH M ra3eTaMH H HayaJl YNaKOBbIBaTh Ipy3. —
51 Toxe HanpaBJIsIOCh B Ty CTOpoHy. Jlopora HeBaxKHasl, U
HAM TIIPHUAETCS MOYTH YTO MOJ3TH, HO €CJIH BBl TOTOBBI €XaTh
C TOM Xe CKOPOCTBIO, YTO M 51, — OH MaxXHYJI pyKOil B CTOPOHY
MOTOLIMKJIa, — S NpPOBOXY Bac Tyaa. Mens 3oByT Huxk —
Hux Illoy. Muctep Xoaxec 3HaeT MeHs. MoHu poauTean yxe
OYeHb JABHO BIAJECIOT JOMHMKOM Ha Oepery osepa.

JInHAa mocMoTpesIa Ha Hero JOJITUM M3Y4YaloWHM BIVISIIOM.
3aTeM KMBHYJ/a M YJIBIOHYJACh.

— D70 mpocTo 3aMevaTenbHo! [IXXeHH ToxXe ropopmia
MHe, YTO 3Ta JOpora o4eHb IUloxasi, H 1 MOIy BooOiue He
3aMeTHTD e€. Sl oYeHb pajga, YTO BBl MOEAETE CO MHOM.

X3M pacnuxasl BHyTpH IXHMNa ocTaBlIdecs rasersl, a Huk,
coOpaB CBOU NMOKYMKH, NOOpocaj MX B MELIOK M NPUBA3aJ €10
K 0araxxHuKy noBepx cyMoK. U3 KinanoBoii JOHOCHIMCh BO3-
MYLIEHHBIE BOIUIM, Ha YTO NEKMHEC HaNocAeAOK OTBETHI
PE3KHUM JIaeM.

JIunaa Hallenwia Ha HOC OYKM M cena 3a pyiab. Ho Xsm
ckazan Huky TMxum ronocoM.

— Ocobo He ycepacTByii. Y MeHsI CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO...

— A YTO HaM OCTa€TcsA NeNaTh, €CTM OHa COOHpAeTCA exaThb
K nomy Buiabcona, — samermn Huk.

3aBoas MOTOLUMKI, OH Moaymasl, KakKasd Xe OIacHOCTb
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MoxeT noacrteperath ux Ha Koporkoi Jopore. Hu onux n3
TeX, KTO ¢ Heil NMOBCTpedyascs, TaK U HE BEPHYJICS, YTOOBI
pacckasath 06 yBuaeHHoM. Her, Huk He cobupaicsa naBaTh
BOJIIO CBOEMY BoOoOpaxeHHI0. J/laBHO eMy yXe He MepelIuTcs
33 KaXIbIM AepeBOM JeTalollast Tapejka WIH YTo-HHOyab B
atoM poae. OH MaxHy/1 pykoii JIunae M Bhlexaa Ha AOpOTY.
JeByllIKa KMBHY/Ia U NOCJIeAOBaIA 32 HUM.

Yepe3 MoIMWIH OHH CBEPHYNH C luocce, U Huk cHu3mn
CKOpDOCTb, 0OpaTHB BCE CBOE€ BHHMaHHMe Ha M30HTYIO MoOBep-
XHOCTB NMPOCENOYHOM Jopord. OH yXe MHOXECTBO pa3 e€3aW1
10 Hel ¥ MOT MO NaMSTH NMPHUIIOMHUTD MOYTH KAXAYIO IMY U
BRIOOWHY, HO MpoOlleIlIde Ha MPOLUIOH Heaene OOXIH eLue
Gosplie pa3sMbUTH JOPOTY, H €My BOBCE He XOTeJIOCh NepeBep-
HYTbCSl M3-3a COOCTBEHHOM HeOpEeXHOCTH.

Ewé nmonropsl MWIH — M Oyaer moBopoT. VI3 rona B roxn
npoe3xass MHMO, OH KaXIblif pa3 MNbITAICI OOHAPYXUTh
HEBHIUMBIA BXOJ, OTKY3 HAYMHAETCH 3TOT 3/I0BELIUI NYTh B
Hukyga. 1 Boobue, npoia€r au TaM oxun? Xots Zoporoi
yXe NOJIb30BAJINCh, H HE pa3, TaK YTO Npoe3l JOLKEH ObITh
pacyuieH. JIBaguats 4eTBEpToe MIonsa 1955 roga... OH 6bUT
TOrJa CJAMIIKOM MaJl, yToObl NMOHATh mnpoucxoasuee. Ho
TMIOTOM OH MHOTO cljblllasi 06 3THX coObiTHsAX. Bee 3tH
TIOMCKH, B KOTOPBIX Y4aCTBOBAJIM cocelM, lepHd co CBOUMU
NMOMOIIHHUKAMM... OHH HH K 4YeMy He npuBean. Hu Maneiiie-
IO cjiela, HU HaMEKa Ha TO, MOYEMY IBOE€ MOJIOABIX 340POBbIX
MYXYHH OZHAXABI JICTHUM YTPOM HCYE3JIH Ha OTPE3Ke JOpo-
T ITHHOH B INOJIMWJIH.

JxuM AHOepcoH BMAeEN, KaK OHH CBEPHYJIM Ha 3Ty IOpO-
Iy, Iocjie TOro, Kak NMOTOBOPHUAM C HHUM O TOM, IAe Jydlle
Bcero Kmo€r. JIXKMM HampaBwiIcsi B MarasuH, a OHU — K
o3epy, A0 KOTOPOIo TaK M He JoOpaiuch, ¥ e UX TaK U He
JOXOaTIHCh ABA NpUSTEsA-phl6aKa.

Hayano Koporkoii JlJoporu HanoMmMHaeT LIHPOKO pa3HHY-
Ty10 3MEMHYIO NacTh, FTOTOBYIO NPONIOTHTH JIIOOOTO.

Huk nonerrascs o6y3aaTh cBoé BoobpaxeHue. Eciu oH He
npoBoaut JIMHIY K 03epy, OHA noefeT Tyaa ogHa. M eciu oH

107



IOIyCTHT 3TO, CMOXET JIH OH 3aBTpa YTPOM CMOTpDCTb B
3epKajie B CBOM IJ1a3a, Koraa oymet 6purbes.

Benp 3TO Bcero MOJAMMWIM WIH, MOXET, 4YyTb OoJblie.
MoXHO npoexaThb 3a HECKOJbKO MHHYT, HECMOTpS Ha Bce
yxabrl. M1 4yeM cKopee OHM IpOedyT 3Aech, TEM Jydlle.
HHTepecHO, a 4To 611 cKa3asa JIuHAa, y3Hali oHa ero Mbican?
HapepHoe, pelunia 6b1, YTO OH pa3ayBaeT U3 MyxHu cioHa. Ho
€CJIM ThI C CAMOTO JETCTBA CJyllaa paccKasbl 00 3Toi Kopor-
Koit Jlopore, Toraa y Tebss MOXeT ObITb CBOSI TOYKa 3pEHM.

OH 6pan y X3Ma NoYnTaTh MHOXECTBO KHHT, a HEKOTOpbIE
MOKYTIaJ caM, TaK 4YTO 3HaJl 000 BceX TeX CydasX, KOTopble
BpeMs OT BpeMEHH NPOUCXOIAT B MHpe M KOTOpbIe, MTOXOXeE,
HHUKTO He B cwiaX oO0bsAcHHUTL. Bo3MoxHo, @opr u apyrue
nucaTeJid UMEIOT NPaBO Ha CBOE NMOHUMAHHUE 3THUX COOBITHIA.
Y4y€Hble Xe, YbM MO3IrM MOI/IM OBl pa3ragaTh 3TH 3araaku
WIH, N0 KpaliHel Mepe, MOMNbITaTbCs MX pa3pellnThb, OTKA3bI-
BJIMCh AaXe B3MISIHYTb Ha 1OKA3aTe/IbCTBa, JIeXKaBLINUE NPSIMO
nepel MX IJla3aMH, TIOTOMY YTO OHHM HE COOTBETCTBOBAIH
MMEBIIMM pa3yMHoe OObsiCHeHMe «pakTamM». Ho Moryr xe
ObITb TaKMe BElM, KOTOpble BOOOllle HE MNOAAAIOTCA HH
pasyMHOMY, HH JIOTHYECKOMY OOBSICHEHHIO.

Brniepeayu moka3sascs nosopot. I TaM onpenenéHHo mnpo-
HM301IUTH U3MEHEHHSI CO BpEMEHH €T0 MOCJedHETo NMOSRICHUS
3neck. Brlrsiaeno, Kak 6yaTo no gopore npouén 6ynabaosep.
Huk 001erY€HHO B3AOXHYN. DTa OTKphITasl, CBeXepacYHLIEH~
HasAd gopora, KoTopasli Tenepb BBINVIIAUT HE XyXe TOH, 4YTO
BeAET K €ro COOCTBEHHOMY JIETHEMY IOOMHKY, COBCEM HeE
M0X0Xa Ha NETIAIOLIYIO BHU3, NOYTH HEMPOXOAHUMYIO H MOJIb-
3yloulylocsi AypHO#l penyrauveii Tpomy. OH IpPHCTpPOMWICS
cOOKy OT IXMma, Koraa crajJl TOPMO3UTb.

— Bor mopora, — KpHUKHY1 OH. BHyTpH cierka e
LIeBEJIWINCD LIyTIaIbla CTpaxa NMpH BUIE 3TOH JOPOTH, HO OH
He XejaJl IPU3HABaTbCAd B 3TOM. Y HEIO IO CHX IOp HeE
npomnajo TO CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO OecroKoiicTBa, OBNIajieBliee
MM INpM BHAE UIMMSLIETO Ha YTO-TO HEBUAUMOE IJIA Hero
Pydyca, kak 6yATO KTO-TO, MOMHMO €0 BOJIH, HALIEITTHIBA,
YTO TaM AEHCTBUTEJIBHO YTO-TO €CTbh.
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— He cTouT cnemmrs, — npeaynpeant oH, TakKe NPOTHB
cBoeli Boi. EMy XoTenochk nmpoexaTh 3TOT yY4acTOK NMYTH KakK
MOXHO GbicTpee. — Sl He 3HAl0, HACKOJIEKO XOpolla Aopora.

— Xopoulo, — TEMHBIE COJHIE3alUTHbIE OYKH CKPbIBAIH
eé nuuo. KoHeyHo, Tenepb, B TEHU OEpEeBLEB, OHM €il He
TpeGoBaNNCh, HO JAEBYlIKa He CHsUla HMX, KaK B Mara3wHe.
IlexuHec cumen Ha CHACHHH, KacascCh NMEPEAHMMH JlallaMH
Gapiayka ¥ IIsas Briepén ¢ TOH Xe.yCTpEMJIEHHOCTBIO, YTO H
Pydyc. OH He nasgn, HO Kaxaas MOpIIMHKA €T0 MaJeHbKOTO
1IEJJKOBUCTOTO Tejla Hampsirjach, Kak OyATO MECHK XOTell
TMOJOOTHATh HX.

Huxk man nonuelii ra3, ceopaunBas Ha Kopotkywo Jopory
H TYT Xe copocun ckopocTs. Jxun beIpKHY no3anu, Moass
CO CKOpoCThIO Melexona. JIOpoXHUKH HCIOJB30BUIH TIPH
pacyucTKe AOPOTHM rpeiinep, HO H3-3a JOXIA TOABWINCH
rornepeyHble KAHABKHM, KOTOphle TaK U He ObUIM YCTPaHEHBI.

Bcs 3Ta mopora Kasajach COBCEM HOBOH, KYCTHI M JaXe
MoJiofible JepeBla ObUTH BBIKOIAHBI M BbIOpOLIEHBI MO 0obe
CTOpPOHBI, Ile OHH COXJIM U YBSIDANMU. DTO ObLIa HETIPUTIAL-
Hasl KapTHHa... HenpaBwibHas, peuwrwt Huk. OH cumran, 4ro
HYXHO OBbUIO pacYMCTHUTh BCIO JOPOTY, U ObUIO CTpPaHHO, YTO
IOPOXHHUKH 3a0bUTH yOpaTh BCE ocraibHOoe. Bo3MoxHo, Te,
KTO paboTtasn 3mech, 3HaIU O 37oBelleil ucropun KoporTkdi
Jloporn ¥ MO3TOMY He 32XOTeJIM OCTaBaThCs 3AECh HOJblIeE,
yeM ObUTO HEOOXOAUMO.

CrnoMaHHbIE BETKH M CTBOJIbI CTEHOM OKPYXaJIU UX, OyaTO
CHEeLMAIbHO CTPEMSACH YAEpPXUBATh UX Nocpeau AOPOTH, OT-
pe3aB nyTh K Jecy. HuKy nokasanoch, 4To OHM BC€ Janblie U
Janblie 3a0MpaloTcA B 3aNaqHIO. YCUIWIOCH OeCIIOKONCTBO,
M OH M30 BCEX CHJI TMELITAJICA COXpaHUTh caMoobagaHue. DT1o
Xe npocto miyno! OH qo/mKeH oby3aaTh CBOE BooOpaXeHHe.
CneayeT TONABKO C/IEAUTH 32 PHITBMHAMHU M OyrpaMu Ha JOpo-
re, 4yroOnl He YTrOAWTb B KaKylO-HUOyOb... denai 3To U
npopaosokaii exaTb. ElllEé coBceM HEMHOIO — M OHHM MHHYIOT
3TO MecTo.

Bcé€ 3acTUI10, HE TOHOCWIOCH Jaxe luesecTa JHcTheB. Ho
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Hal HHMMH OyroM H3rnbaauch AepeBbsl, 3aKpbIBasg COJIHLE.
HagsepHoe, 3nech 6pU10 OB COBEPIIEHHO THUXO, €cliM Obl HE
1I0YM MOTOPOB MOTOLMKJIA M [XMIIa, ONOBEUIAKOUIMX 06 HX
npu6sITHH. Onoeewaowux Koro? Huk Hanesincs, 4ro ToJb-
Ko Jogeii U3 noMHKa BuibcoHa.

IIpamo Bnepenu nexan Kpyroil nosopoT. Y mopora eine
6onee cyxupanach. TaM coBceM He OBUIO MecTa, 4YTOOBI
Pa3MHMHYTLCH, €CIIM KTO-TH60 BLICKOYHT UM HaBcTpeyy. XoT4,
KOHEYHO, 1IyM MOTOPOB AOCTAaTOYEH, YTOOBI...

IIym! ITexuHec cHoOBa 3alWwics JlaeM, IOYTH TaKUM Xe,
KakuM OH Opocan Br13oB Pydycy. Huk ycneiuan, Kak aepylii-
Ka 3aKpHyaja:

— Jlexats, JlaHr! Jlexarts!

OH 4yTh O0EpHYJCSA, M TYT MOTOLIMKJI HA YTO-TO HAJIETEN U
BWIbHY/ B cTOpoHY. HHMK enBa BLIPDOBHSUI py/b, YTOOBI HE
Bpe3aThcd B KycTel. Ho TyT OH 3aMeTH ellé YTOo-TO, KaKoe-
TO 00OnaKo... TyMaH, BHINOJM3AIOIMI H3-3a AepeBbeB. 1 OH
crymancs, ObpICTpO NpHOIIDKasch, IMOKPbIBass BCE CIIOBHO
KOBEDP...

KaxeTcsi, OH 3aKpH4asl. A C3aIM pa3ajcsi OTBETHBI KPHK
M Tpeck. 3ateM HHK Ha 4YTO-TO HajleTes, BbUIETENI M3 CEIa,
ocTtpag 60Jib NMPOH3WIA €r0, U OH NPOBAIWICA B IOJHYIO
TEMHOTY.

I'naea emopasn

Horn Huka Haxoawiuch Bblllle €r0 TOJIOBLI, M BCS JieBas
1eKa HbUIa OT Gonu. OH HeyBepeHHO NMPUINOAHAICA HAa pyKax
M MHTHYJI, 3aTe€M TOTPSC IoJIOBOH, YTOGKl CTPAXHYTh KAKOe-
TO CTpaHHOe HeoObIYHOe 4YYyBcTBO. HMK ciamlman Tuxoe
MOCKY/IMBaHME €33, HO IOHA4yaJlly ero BHHMaHHe ObLIO
LIe/IMKOM oDpallleHO Ha cOGCTBEHHOE M30HTOE TeJo.

OH ornsaaencs.

MoTtouuKI sieXan, 3almyTaBUIMCh, B MOJIOMAHHBIX KyCTaXx,
Kyda OH, OOJDXKHO OBITb, CO Bcero Maxy BiIoMwica. Huk
npunogHsuica. Morouukn... pxun! Ime mxun? U Toabko
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Temnepb ero BCTPEBOXIWIO TO IMOCKYJIHBAHHE — MOXET OLITh,
npousolia cepbé3Haa aBapua? OH He MMes HM MaJeiillero
NPEACTABIEHHA O CyYHBUIEMCA: KAa3aJIoCh, BCIO NAMSATh Mpo-
cro oTum6mo. OHH Beab TOJBKO Hayald MOBOPAYHUBaTh B
cropoHy Kopotkoit [loporn, xorna...

Huk, nomartsiBasich, MPHIOTHSICA.

Huxakoii noporn He GBUIO M B TIOMHMHE.

IllaTasich, oH Mo6pén K mxuny. Jla, nXun ObLT 3KeCh —
Bpe3aBLIniica B AepeBO. TONBKO KaK OHO TYT OYYTHJIOCh, OHO
YTO, BBIPOCJIO MIPAMO U3-TIOH 3€MJIU, MOocepeAHHEe TOJIBKO YTO
pacyUlIeHHOH IOpOIu.

Ho 3mech He 6bUTO0 HUKaKoi#t moporu!

OH pobpanca o mxwna ¥ onépcs o Hero. ['oyloBa HbUIA OT
6oJH, Mepen Ma3aMHM CTOSUI TyMaH. TyMaH... IbIMKa... obna-
KO... YTO-TO TaKoe OH npunoMuHan. Ho ceityac aTo He uMeo
HUKAKOro 3HadeHHsA. Bce MbICIH ero 3aHsuia OeBylIKa 3a
PYNEM IXKuMna.

OHa o6BHcia Ha peMHe 0e30macHOCTH, JMLOM YNaB Ha
pyab. [1a3a no-npexHeMy CKPLIBAJIH COTHLE3alIUTHbIE OYKH.
C tpynoM Huk noTaHyncs 40 HUX U COEPHYN OTIpaBY BHM3.
JeBylka 6e3 co3HaHUS, PELIWI OH.

Cxynmun xe NEcHK, NMpUXaBLUWIicd K AeBYWIKE U JIM3aBLIMH
el pyxy. JIyHr 3apeiyas Ha Huka, HO KaK-TO IpyXemoOHO,
KOTZa IoHola MOTAHY/NcA K JIuHne.

Hackxonpko HMK Mor cyauth, Y He€ He GBUIO OTKPHITHIX
paH, HO BOT KaK Hacyé€T nepenoMoB?.. Pyku ero mpoxanu,
KOTAa OH NPUCJIOHHUN €€ K CITUHKE CHAEHbs, YTOObl JOOpaTh-
csl 10 peMHs 6Ge30macHOCTH.

— Yro... 4TO... — HOEByllKa OTKphUIAa IJla3da, HO XOTA H
CMOTpeJia B €r0 CTOPOHY, TIOXOXe, HUYEro He BUAeA.

— He népraiicsa! — npukasan Hux. — Jlaii paccTernyTs...

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MHMHYT OH C OOJerYeHHEM B3IOXHYII.
IlepenoMoB He 6pu10. CaM OH colpajl KOXY Ha OJHOM IIeKe
IO KPOBH, NpOEXaBLINCh N0 IPaBUIO, HO 3TO MycTAKH. BriBa-
JO H XyXe. A OHM 3aIpOCTO MOI/IM NOru6HyTs. Teneps,
ornsaAeBUIMCH BOKPYT, OH MPOBEJ MO ry0aM KOHYMKOM SI3bIKA.
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Morny norubHyTs — ecu Obl eXau 4yTh ObIcTpee... M CO
BCETO pa3roHa Bpe3ajuch Obl B 3TH AcpeBbsi. Ho ortkyna...
OTKyla Xe 3AeCh B3SJIUCh 3TH AepeBbs’?

OHM 6bIIM OrPOMHBIMH — IPOCTO TMTaHThl, a POCLIMH
rnoja HHUMM IOAIECOK BBHIIVISAEN COBCEM YaXJbIM, CJIOBHO
MOJIOAYIO TMOPOC/Ib NOAABI/IM T'YCTO NEperUvieTEHHbIE MOLI-
Hble BETBU JepeBbeB-BeJMKaHOB. [IXUM ObUl IUIOTHO 3aXaT
Mex1y OIHMM TakKuMM JepeBOM, B KOTODOE OH Bpe3aics
NnepeakoM, M CTBOJIOM YTaBLIEro TMraHTa c3aau; 3axaT Tak,
YTO He OCTaBaJIoOCh HUKAKOM HaJeXIbl Ha ero BbI3BOJICHUE M3
aToii noByuikd. KapTuHa Kasajace abcypaHOH, HO Hejo
00CTOSIO UMEHHO TakK.

Huk MenneHHO 0GOLUEN BOKPYT MallMHBI U MNpobexan
najabuaMy no 6peBHY, oTOpachiBas MOX M OMNaBLUHE JIMCTbS.
Jla, coBeplLIEHHO OYEBHIHO, YTO OHO, 3TO OpeBHO, HAXOAUT-
cs 30ech HasiBy, MNOJIYNIOTPYXEHHOe B IeperHod, U yxe
OYcHB, OYcHb AaBHO. Ho... 30ech Beap M JXHI... U... Kyda Xe
nodeeanace nopora?

— Toxanyiicra... — JIuHAa cABHHYJIACh K Kpalo CUAECHUS
M ToCcMOTpeJia Ha Hero OKPYIIMBLUMMMCS M MCIYyTaHHBIMHM
rnasamMu. — IloxanyiicTa... OTBETb... I€ Mbl... YTO... CIyYH-
Jnock? — oHa npuxumana K cebe JlaHra. Manenbkuii néc
THXO nockyauBaj. OH Bechb ApoXa.

— A He 3Halo, — MemneHHo orBeTw1 Huk. Toneko yro
BO3HUKIIME B HEM MOAO3peHHA ObUTH HACTOJBLKO MyTaloliH-
MH, YTO OH HE XOTeJ TPU3HABaThCs B 3TOM JaXe caMoMy cebe
— a BOPYT 3TO MOIJIO OKa3aThCsl MpaBAOM.

— Ho... 3nechb Xxe HeT noporn, — JIMHAa KPyTHIa roJOBOi
TO B OIHY CTOPOHY, TO B APYIyio. — MBI Beb NpocTo exaiu
o gopore, a 3aTeM... Kyda xe oHa aenacs? — roJioc A€BYLIKH
CopBaJIc Ha MPOH3MUTEIbHbIN KPUK, U HUK noHs, 4To oHa
61M3Ka K MaHUKe.

OH ¥ caM 4YyBcTBOBan cebsi He ny4uie. Ho OHH HOIXHBI
6bLUTH B3ATb ce0s1 B PYKH, NMOTOMY YTO NMOTEPsS. KOHTPOJIA Hal
coboil HH K YyeMy XopoluieMy He mpuBeaét. OH noToponwics
CHoBa 3abpaTbcsl B AXKMIIL.
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— TBl... Thl MIOHUMAELLL! — OHa HEMHOTO YCMOKOMWIACh M
Teneps cleania 3a CBOSH peyblo, CMOTPSI Ha HETO NMpHIIYypEH-
HBIMM rna3amMu. — Yto ¢ Hamu cayywnock? Ecnu Thl 3Haelb
— TOBOpPH, HE CTECHSSACH!

Ho oH mo-npexHeMy He MOT 3aCTaBUTL ce0s1 IOCMOTPETH
B JIMLIO TpaBOe.

— 51 ToYHO He 3Hal0, — OCTOPOXHO Hayaa oH. — Mory
TOJIBKO JOraiblBaThbCsl... — IOHOLLIA OCTAHOBWICS B HEpellH-
TeabHOCTH. KOHEYHO, 3TM OepeBbs CIYXIIM OYEBHUIHBIM
noka3arenbcTBoM. YTo Xe ewié eMy HyxHo? Hx 3abpocwuno
Kyna-to ganeko oT Koportkoit Jloporn, B Jlec, Kakoil He
PacTET B 3TOi YacCTH CTpaHbl yXXe 6oJblile ABYXCOT JIET, C TeX
CaMBIX TOp, KaK IepBhie MoceaeHIIbl HAOPOCWINChL Ha OTPOM-
HBIE JIECHBIE MaCCHBEI, YTOOLI CTaTh XO3ficBaMH 3TOi 3eMJIH.

— TBou apy3ps 4TO-HHOYAL ciAbIXasiM o JiereHae Kopot-
xoit [Joporn? — cripocu oH crniepBa. Kak MOXHO OOBSICHHUTD
KOMY-HHOYb, YTO, BO3MOXHO, 3[€CH YX€ IPOUCXOMNIH BELIH
CTpaHHbIE U HEBEPOSITHBIE?

— Her, — JIunpa B3sia JIaHra Ha pykH M YTO-TO BpeMs OT
BpPEMEHH €My YCIOKaWBalolle Hall€nToiBaja. B 3TOM €&
ONHOCJIOXHOM OTBETE NMPO3BYYaJo HEIMPEKIOHHOE XeJaHHe
y3HaTh npaBay, JIM60 TO, 4YTO, KaK OH AYMaJl, MOIJIO OBITh
npaBaoil.

— Xopomuo! Taxk Bot, ncropusi Kopotkoii Jloporn cBga3aHa
C MCYE3HOBEHHMSIMM... KOTOpble HayajlUChb TaK AABHO, YTO
YIIOMHHAHUS O HHUX MOXHO HaWTH B caMbIX MEPBLIX 3aIHUCAX
o6 3TOM Mecre...

(06 «3ToM MecTe»... Tenepnb, KOHEYHO, «3TO MECTO» GOJb-
1ie He ObUIO «TeM MECTOM».)

— B nocnenHuit pa3 ato caydywiock B 1955 roay, xorma
ABOE MYyXYMH OTIPaBWIMCb Ha o3epo mnopbidayuts. Ho mo
3TOIO McYe3aau M Apyrve gogu. Bor noyemy cioma npakrtu-
YeCKM HUKTO H3 MeCTHBIX He e3OuT. [loka He pacuyucTwiu
3TOT HOBBIif MyTh U HE 3aKPbLIH APYTYIO NOpPOIY.

— U xyna ucyesanu moau? — pesko crnpocwia JIuHaa.

— BoT 06 3TOM-TO HUKTO M He 3HaeT... He 3Haj. Cyuilec-
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TBYIOT MecTa... — HuK cHoBa ocTtaHoBwiIes. [loBepuT i oHa
emy? Eit npuaéTca noBepuTh, MOTOMY YTO IO KpaHHeil Mepe
JI0KA3aTeIbCTBA TOMY JeXaT nepel e€ InazaMu. — Mecra, roe
IEMCTBUTENLHO McYe3aloT JioaH, Bpoae bepMynckoro Tpey-
TOJIbHUKA — OJHAXIbl TAM MCYe3/a Lenas ackaapwiba BM®,
a Bc/e] 3a Heil — M criacaTesbHbIH caMonér. TaMm nponaxain
CaMONETHI, KOpaO/ik M JIIOAH... 2 Ha 3eMJie, B IPYTHUX MECTaXx,
H LeJble MOJIKH, — XOTd OH He XOTe/l BCIIOMMHaTh, HO B
MaMATH BCIUTLUIH INpOYMTaHHBIE MM pacckaspl. — Jlioau
TPOCTO JIETENH, €Xald WIM LIUTH MELIKOM, M MCYe3alH... B
HHUKYIa.

JInHaa cuaena coBeplieHHO HenoaBxXHo. OHa GoJblie He
CMOTpeJia Ha HEro, a ycTaBWIach NMpsAMO mepen coboi, Blie-
pEnR, Ha CTBOJI TMTAHTCKOTO AEPeBa, K KOTOPOMY NPHTKHYJICS
JOKMIT.

— A Kakue... KaKie CYyLIECTBYIOT TEOPHH, OOBbICHSIOLIHE
3TH HMCYEe3HOBeHMA? — e€ royioc cierka gporHyn. Huxk mor
MOYYBCTBOBAaTb, KaK OHA MBLITAETCA B3STh ceOsl B PYKH.

— Ilo omHO# TeopUM — CYLIECTBYET MarHMTHOE IIOJIE,
KOTOpOe€ 3aTATHBAEeT BHYTPb, KaK BOOOBOPOT, BCE, YTO TOJILKO
MOXeT... B IPYIOil INPOCTPaHCTBEHHO-BPEMEHHOH KOHTH-
HYYM.

— H... uMeHHO 3TO U Momo cayyuthcs ¢ HamMu? Kak xe
HaM BEpHyThcS Ha3zan?

Ha 310 He 6bUTO OTBeta. He 6BUTO 3a Bce cToneTHs
noxo6Horo pona ucde3HoseHuit. U Huk teneps Toxe ycra-
BWICS B 3TO AEPEBO, CTPACTHO Xejasd, YToObl OHO HCYE3JIo
Kyla-HHOyIb, a OHM BepHYTHCh Ha3an Ha KopoTkyio [lopory.

— Bosspara Her, — JIHHAA cyXo NMpoM3HeC/Na CJIOBa KaK
YTBEpXIEHHUE, HE KaK BOIpoc. — MBL... oiiMaHbl B JIOBYLIKY
B 3TOM... 3TOM Mecme!

— Het! — He Boinepxan Huk. — Mbyl He yBepeHHI B 3TOM!
Bo BcAkoM cirydae MBI MOXEM NOI BITAaThCA... MBI BCEraa
MOXEM MOMBITATHCS... HO... — OH GEOHOKOMHO B3IIAHYN Ha
CMyTHBIE TEHH TON NepeBbsIMM, — JaBaii MocKopee BLIOH-
paTbca orciona. Ha osepe...

Y Hero BO3HHKIIO YYBCTBO, 9TO 33 HUMH HabGmoAaor, HO
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OH He MOT 3aMETHTb HUKAKOTO IBHKEHMS, HUKAKOIO 3HaKa,
YTO OHM He OOHU. BriGpaThcs oTci0na, U3 3TOM Yalll¥ AepeBb-
€B, Tle 4YeJoBeK YYBCTBYET ce0s1 KAKHM-TO IOTEPSHHBIM
KApJIMKOM, Ha OTKPBITOE IPOCTPAHCTBO, — 3TO XeJlaHHe,
MepeBeCUB BCce OCTAJIbHbIC, TTOOYXOAIO €ro K AeHCTBUAM.

— Mb1 He MOXeM BOCIIOIL30BaThCA AXMIIOM, — yKasaja
JIunoa Ha oyeBHOHOE.

— Jla, He MoXeM, HO S MOTY B35Tb CBOH MOTOLIMKI —
CHayaJla IIPOBECTH €ro pyKaMH, a 3aTeM MBI CMOXEM NoeXaTh
Ha HEM, ec/IM AJopora CTaHeT MOoJy4llie, U Tl 3aX0Yelllb €XaTh,
00XBaTHMB MEHS C3aaH.

— Ja! daBait BeIOMpaTbcs oTcioga!l — C JIMXOpadO4HOM
MOCMEUIHOCTbIO OTBETH/IA OHa.

JeBylIKa OTKpbUIa CBOK HAIUIEYHYIO CYMKYy H JOCTaja
TIOBOOOK, KOTOPBIi NMpHKpeNnnIa K oueiHuKy Jlanra.

— Mos cyMKa... OHa Takasd MajeHbKasd, — JIuHga npors-
HyJIa pyKy B OaraxXHMK [IXHIAa M BbITallwia Ope3eHTOBYIO
TYPHUCTCKYIO CYMKy. 3aTeM OHa paccMesUlach, XOTd H He-
CKOJILKO HepBHO. — Bc€ 0Oapaxio, YTO HaxoOMTCS 3[ECh,
O6BUIO NMPHUIOTOBJIEHO K CErogHslIHel BeuepHHKe. J[XKeiiH...
IxeifH, HaBepHOe, BCE ellE XAOET...

TpeBora Huka ynernace. JIunaa Bc€ nmoHsu1a, Kak Hago. Ho
MoBepuia I OHa eMy Ha caMoM fene? la U noBepw1 M BO
Bc€ 3710 OH caM? OnHaKo ero nepBas NMaHHKA yXe npouwia. U
Tenepb OH Hayal AeiCTBOBaTh. BO3MOXHO, eC/IM OHH CMOTYT
criepBa HaWTH 03epo, 3HAKOMbIe MecTa... «He muaHupyi
HHU4Yero Ha Oyayuiee Oonblie, YeM Ha HECKOJIBKO MHHYT», —
npeaynpeawl oH cebs.

B yme Huk npoBepusn cogepXHMoe CBOMX CYMOK Ha
GaraxxHMKe: anre4yka, CBHUTEp, IUIaBKU, CIIMYKH, OXOTHHYMIA
HOX, (OHapHK, LIOKOJA, MHCTPYMEHT LI MOYMHKH MOTO-
LIMKJIA... TPAH3HCTOPHBLIM MPUEMHUX... IPUEMHHK!

OH BBICKOYMJI M3 JIXHMIIa U Opocuicd Ha3all K MOTOLIMKIY.
IIpuéMHMK... eciM MM yaacTcsl YTO-HMOYNb YCHABIUIATL H3
Hero... Huk pa36upacs ¢ npsoKKaMu Ha CyMKax Ha 6araxHu-
Ke, Koraa K HeMy npucoeavHwiach JIuHaa.
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— Yto0 3710?

— Mot panonpHEMHHK... €CIM Mbl CMOXEM 4YTO-HHOYIb
NoMMars...

— Ox, ckopee Gbl! — OHa HETEpINENUBO NEpeMUHAJNAch C
HOTHM Ha HOIy, KOria OoH HaKOHell paciyTal y3ea M AocTall
HeOOoJbIIOH NMPHEMHHK.

Tpu ctaHuuu... B orBer — THIIMHA. OH TOPOIUIUBO Kpy-
TWI PYYKY HacTpoiiku. A 3ateM... Kakasg-To HeBHSITHas peys
— He CTaTHYeCKHe pa3psidbl, 3TO NEICTBUTENBLHO NOXOANNO
Ha peyb. Ho 3T0 ObLT HEM3BECTHBIN €MY SI3BIK.

— Bot! I'poMue! — motpeborana JIuHpa. — Twl 4TO-TO
noyman!
— Ho uyrto?

BoT uMeHHo: «YTo?» ChblliaJuch KaKHe-TO B3NOXH, LIEN-
KaHbE ¥ JaXe HEBHATHOE NEHHE, HO BCE 3TO HE MMEJO A
HHUX HMKaKoro cMricyia. OH BBIKITIOYWI NMPHEMHHUK.

— Yro 651 3TO HM 6BUIO, 3TO HE HALIU paaHoNepeaayun, —
yHbU10 noabiToxXun Huk.

— Ho Bc€ paBHO KTO-TO 3Aech BEAET paaHOBELIaHUE, —
nogyepkHyna JIuHga. — DTO O3HAYaeT, YTO MBI 30eCh He
oIHHU. Bo3MOXHO, ecnM MBI CMOXEM HAWTU JNIOACH, OHH
OKaXyTcsl B COCTOSSTHHH NOMOYb HaM.

Huxk 6bU1 B 3TOM AajieKo He yBepeH. S3bIK, ecIi 3TO ObuI
S13BIK, CJIULIKOM OT/IMYAJICA OT BCeX TeX, YTO eMy JOBOAWIOCH
Mpexae cJbIIaTh B CBOEH XH3HH, 2 OH Npociyllal MHOXecC-
TBO MHOCTPaHHbIX cTaHUMH BMecTe ¢ I'3pu JIsnurdopaom. Ho
JIunaa npaBa: UM HYXHO BBIOHpATHCS oTciofa. Y HEro 6bUl
HeOOJB1ION KOoMITac, a 03¢p0 HaXOAWIOCh Ha CEBEPO-BOCTOKE
— WM Nno KpalKeill Mepe NOJLKHO ObUIo ObIThb TaM — €CJIM
TaM BOOOlLE ecThb Kakoe-THOo 03epo.

OHH He MOIJIM MATH IO NPSIMO, HO XOPOLIO XOTb 371€Ch HE
pOC IyCTOH M TPYAHONPOXSAUMBI KyCTapHUK. A C KOMIIAaCOM
OHH MOIJIH NETIATh NO TPOMNE CPEeAX 3TUX BO3BHILIAIOLIUXCS
IEepeBLEB, YbU CTBOJBI OHU JaXe BIABOEM HE CMOIIH Obl
OOXBaTHTh PYKAMH, PACKHHYB MX BO BCIO JUTHHY.

MoTouuxk1 Ha B3R Kasajics HenoBpexnéHHbIM, Ho
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Huxy Bc€ paBHO NpPHULUIOCH KATHTH €0 pSIIOM C COOGOIA,
MOTOMY 4YTO MOKa UM He MOoIajajloch JOCTATOYHO CBOOOLHOIO
MyTH, IO KOTOPOMY OHHM CMODJIM OBl IMpoexaTh 6e3 BCSIKOTo
p¥cka. JIuHaa yepe3 IUIeYo NnepeKuHYy/lIa TYPUCTCKYIO CYMKY,
A JlaHra onycTwia Ha 3eMJIIO, H TOT LWIENaa MO TOJCTOMY
MOKPOBY YMAaBLIMX 3a OecYHMCIEHHOE 4YMCJIO JIET JINCTBEB.
Kasanoce, 4ro MajleHbKMii né€c mno3abbul O CBOEM cCTpaxe.
OnHako, XOTS OH TO U OeJi0 OOHIOXHBAJI THWIble BETKM WIH
pLUICS HOCOM B Ipyae NPOLUIOTOAHUX JIMCThEB, OH HE Aejal
HHUKAaKHUX TOMbITOK HaTSAHYTb AO MNpeaesa NMOBOAOK, CTapasch
nepxatbcs psiaoM ¢ JIMHROH.

HecMoTps Ha To, YTO JepeBbs BOKPYT BHYLIAIM Garoro-
BEHMHBIi CTpaX, 3ByKH B 3TOM Jiecy ObUTH BIIOJIHE 3HAKOMBIMH,
YyTOOBl CMAMYMTL UX Moao3peHHusd. IToroMy 4yTO MyTHHMKU He
TOJBKO CJBIUAIM Tojloca INTHL, HO MHOINAa MM YIaBajloCch
Jaxe yBUIOETb MX, U IO BCeil BUOAUMOCTH KpbUlaTble CO3[a-
HHSI, HaceJfABLUIME 3TOT JIeC, HHCKOJILKO He 6osauch
HEMNpPOlUEeHHBIX TOCTeH, KOTOphIE, B CBOIO oYepellb, B KaKOM-
TO CTETNIEHH! BHYIIATH UM JIIOGOMBITCTBO.

Ila, oHM 31€ech — HenpolleHHbIe IocTH, 3T0 Huk 4yBcTBO-
BaJl. 310 OBUIO MecTo, Ile SABHO He CTyMajla Hora YejoBeka,
M riae He 3HaIM 00 ero 6e3XaJJoCTHOM YHHYTOXEHHUH IPYTHX
BHI0B. Kopa 3Tux BeJIMKaHOB-AepeBbeB HUKOTIA HE OLIylla-
Jla yaapa Tornopa, ¥ OHY BO3BBLILIAJIUCH B HAAMEHHOM BeJIMYUH
Hal BceM BOKpYT. M ecnu Obl He TOT HEBHATHBIN rojioc U3
paguonpuéMHMKa, To Huk, HaBepHoe, Hayan OBl mogo3pe-
BaTh, YTO B pe3yJbTaTeé KAaKOro-TO NPHPOOHOIo SIBJIEHMS,
BO3HMKaBLIETo BpeMs OT BpeMeHHM B paiioHe Kopotkoii [Jo-
porM, MX 3abpocusio B MHp, Ile BooOllle HHMKOraa He
CYLIECTBOBaJ PoJl YeJOBEYECKHUM.

— 3nechb... 3nech Tak TUxo, — JIMHOA HpUABUHYNAach
nobmke K HEMY M MOJIOXIIA OOJHY PYKYy Ha MOTOLHKI. —
Ecnu 6n1 He nmTHueL... I HUKOrOa He BUOeNA Jiec, MONOOHBIIT
3TOMy. DTH AepeBba... OHU Takue orpomusble! Korna g 6nuia
MaJieHbKO#M, Y Moeil TETH ObL1 crapbiii 3k3emruisp «llIBeii-
Hapckoi ceMbd POOMH30HOB»... U TaM OMHUCBIBAJIOCH €PEBO,
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KOTOpOE OHH TMpeBpaTiuii B foM. I3 3THX JepeBreB BIOJNHE
MOXHO CIeNaTh HE4YTo nogobHoe.

Huk oanuM rnasoM ciegni 3a komnacoMm. M npuxonu-
JIOCh MHOIO pa3 JAesiaTb OOXOHABI, YKJIIOHSSICh B CTOPOHY OT
IJIABHOTO HallpaBJIeHHsI, HO OHH NO-NpeXHeMY IPOABUTAIHNCH
K o3epy. Tonbko 31ech, cpedH BCEX 3THX rPOMaiuH-AepPEBLEB
TpYAHO GBUIO CYANTH O MpPOitIeHHOM paccTtosiHMu. KoHeuHo,
Tenepb OHU He MOTYT HaXOOUTLCS CJIMLIKOM JaJIeKO OT 03€epa.
Ho... 40, ecnu 3mech HeT o3epa?

EMy HyXHO 6bU10 3TO 03€p0, OH 00.4XceH ObUT YBHUAETDH €I0.
BonHass moBepXHOCTh BCE Xe oOcllajla UM XOThb KaKylO-TO
6e30MacHOCTh... be3 o3epa OHH BoOOllIe 3aTepsIOTCH 31ECh.
Hux engBa cibliiag KOMMeHTapuii JIMHOBI, €ro CJIHIIKOM
3aHHMMaJIM COGCTBEHHBIE MBICIH 00 03epe, OXHAABILIEM HX, H
HaJleXIa, YTO COBCEM CKOPO CTCHA JepeBbeB NOpeeeT, H OHU
CMOTYT YBHMIETD, YTO Xe TaM Aajbllie, 32 HUMH.

— Hux! — pyxa JIuHABI COCKOJIB3HY/Ia C MOTOLIMKJIA Ha
€ro 3aMmscTbhe M HENMpPOM3BOJILHO CXaJlach.

Ho oH M cam 31O yBMAEI.

IIyTHHUKHU CTOS/IM pSAOM, MeXIy HHMM ObLT MOTOLMKI, a
JIaHr HaTAHY1 TOBOAOK Ha BCIO JJIMHY M Hayan OelieHO
TABKaTb, HO COBCEM He TakK, KaK KOrga oH Opocaj BBI3OB
Pydycy. Bruio oueBHAHO, YTO YBUIEHHOE BhI3BAJIO €ro Oeine-
HYIO SIPOCTb.

OTKyna OHO NMOSIBWIOCH, OCTaJIOCh 3aragkoif. IToromMy uro
OHO OBUTO CBEpPKAIOLIMM, OCJIENMUTEILHO OEJIbIM B 3€JIEHOBa-
TOM CyMpake Jieca, cpa3y NpUTSTUBasl U yaepxupas B3misas. U
BCE Xe€ HACTOJBKO BHE3AaNHO 3TO BCE CIYYWIOCh, YTO OHO
BIIOJIHE MOIJIO NMOSBHUTLCS M3-3a JepeBa, Ha PoHEe KOTOPOro
Tenepb BLIPUCOBLIBAICSA SPKUH KOHTYp.

— 5l... He Mory... MOBEPHUTh... — 3aMHHAsACh, MOMNbITAJIACH
6bn10 npousHectH Jlunga. OHa BHMAEeNa 3TO, TAaKKe KaK H
Huxk. Kak u JlaHr, no-npexHeMy TaHLEBaBLUWI Ha 3aJHHX
Jlanax, HaTSHYB MNOBOAOK, BbIPHIBAsICh U3 PYK AEBYLIKH H
MOJIOTSl NIEPEeJHUMHU JIallaMM TI0 BO34yXY B HEHCTOBOM XeJa-
HUHM HaOpOCHTBLCS Ha HOBOTO Bpara.
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— Yro TH BuAMIIBL? — 3anacThe HUKa BCcE€ Tak Xe Kpenko
CXHMasa pyka aeBywrki. OHU o6a nmepeHec/M LIOoK, KOraa Mx
3a6poCcHIO B 3TO YyXoif MUp. Bo3MoxHO, 3TO 4TO-TO Bpoae
KOJUIEKTMBHOM TaJUTIOMHALIMH. TONbKO... MOXET M M néc
paznenartb e€?

— EauHopor, — oTBeTWwiIa oHa. — Pa3Be Thl... pa3Be Thbl
caM He BHAHMILIDb ero?

Bomue6Hoe co3naHue pasMepaMH ObUTO € 6OJBIIOTO MOHH,
YyTh NMOMeHbIIle Joluaau, noayMan Huk. Ero mwepcts Gvura
OCJIETIUTENIbHO Oesloi, MOYTH YTO Mcmyckas cBeT. I'puBa M
XBOCT Takke cUsTH GenbiM. Ho eqMHCTBEHHBIH 3aKpy4eHHbIH
CIIHPaIbIO POT, BO3BBILIABUINICS HAJ I71a3aMH, ObUT 30JI0THC-
TbIM. U oH Taxke cusan. KoHeuHo xe, 3To ObLN JlereHaapHbIi
eIMHOpor, H3o6paxeHuss Koroporo HUK He pa3 BHmen Ha
PETNPOAYKIIMSAX CPeIHEBEKOBBIX KapTHH.

2KHMBOTHOE MOCMOTPEJIO HAa HHUX, 3aTEM MOTHYJIO TOJIOBOH,
M BBEDX B3JIETE/IM BOJIOCKM TPHMBBI Ha 10y BOKpPYT pora. A
TIOTOM CO3JaHHME YAapWIO MO 3eMJIe M3TUIHBIM KOTMLITLEM,
HaKJIOHWIO roJioBy M ¢beIpKHY/IO Ha JIaHTa, CIOBHO B OTBET
Ha MPOH3UTENBHBIN BbI3OB KUTaiicKkoro Mornca. [la, nogyman
Huk, 3TOT eqMHOpOT KaXeTcs BIOJIHE HACTOSILIUM.

Ew€ pa3 OH MOTHYN TIoJIOBH, a 3aTeM [OBEPHYJICS H
CTNIOKOIfHO TMOLIEN MpoYhb Cpeid MIEHbKOB, U BCKope ero Geoe
CHsIHME UCYE3JI0 CpelH AepeBbeB.

— Ho eanHoOporu... oHH Bedb He... OHU Belb HUKOTAA He
CyllecTBOBaIM, — TMporopopuia JIMHaa cnabpiM rojiocoM,
ellBa JIM rpoMue 1LIENoTa.

Y toraa Ha namsaTh HUKy npHiIuiM Bce cBeeHHUs, KOTOphIe
OH Koraa-1u6o yutan. Bce 3TH ApeBHMe JlereHAb] O JPAKOHAX
u rpudonax, Manenskom Haponue c XonMmoB, cocTaBisiB-
ke crepxkeHn ¢onbkiopa U MuoB... Jlionu nonroe Bpems
BEPWIH B HHX, OHH KISTBEHHO 3aBepsUIH B cyle, YTO BUAECH
BOJILLIEOHBIE CO3NAHMA M Pa3srOBapUBAJIM C YeJIOBEKONMOAOO-
HBIMM CYLIIECTBAMH B HEECTECTBEHHOM Marm4eckoM Mupe. A
He MOXET JIM OBITh TaK, YTO TOYHO TAKUM Xe 06pa3oM, KakK U
oH c JIungoii u JlanroM, Te Moo GBUTH 3aXBaYeHb! KAKOH-TO
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CHJION M mepeHeceHbl cioda, a KaKuMe-TO U3 3THX CO3JaHHH,
LI KOTOPBIX 3TOT MHUP SIBJISIETCA POAHBIM, MEpeMELLAIUCh B
ux coberBeHHblt? Ho eqnHopor! Teneps, Koraa oH Mcye3 U3
Buny, Hux naxe Hayan G6bUIO COMHEBATBCA B TOM, YTO OH
BUIEN, M TOMNBITAJICA NONOWTH K 3TOMY C pallHOHaJbHOM
CTODOHBI.

— Tlogoxnu 3xecs! — npukasan oH JIMHAE M HanpaBWICA
K MecCTy, Te CTOSUIO 3TO XUBOTHOE. TaM OH INpHcea Ha OXHO
KOJIEHO M BHMMATENLHO OCMOTpEJ MOKPBITHIA TOJCTBIM CJIO-
eM JINCTbeB neperHoii. M cpasy moxaien o6 3ToM, NMoToMy
YTO TaM AECHCTBUTENIBHO OBUIM CJielbl KOMBIT. TaM IBHO KTO-
TO CTOST — eQUHOpPOTr WIM HeT, HO KaKOWi-TO 3Bepb TaM
ctosun!

Huxk noroponwicd BepHyThcA K JInHAe 1 MoTouukiy. OHH
JOJDKHBI BBIOpaThCS M3 3TOTO Jieca KaK MOXHO CKopee.
IToToMy 4TO 4yBCTBO, KOTOPOE M paHbllle MELIAJIo eMy cocpe-
JOTOYHBATLCA Ha ITyTH, BEPHYJIOCH K HEMY C HOBOM cuioii. 3a
HUMH CHeiAT... ¢ NOMOWIBI0 eauHopora? 3ToO He HMeJNOo
3HayeHus1. HUK 3HaJI, YTO OHU HENpOlIEHHbIE TOCTH B 3TOM
MecTe. A HHOTIA HeNpolIeHHbIE TOCTH HAaTBIKAIOTCSA Ha OT-
BETHbIE OeiCTBHA.

— i Ha caMoM Jesie BHIeNa €IUHOpOra, — MOBTOpPWIA
JInnna, no Bceit BUOIMMOCTH, caMoii cebe. — OH CTosUT IpsAMO
nox TeM AepeBoM. A ONoXHa MOBEpUTh B TO, YTO BHAEIA
€ro... NOBEpPUTb, WIH Xe... I MpocTO HO/IKHA NTOBEPUTD B 3TO!
— M AeBylIKa cxBaTwia JIaHra M MoAHsUIa ero K caMoi rpyau,
TaK YTO €rO LIEJIKOBHUCTAsl roJIOBKAa OoKa3ajlach MPSIMO MOJ €€
nogboponkoM. Morc nepectas TABKaTh M Hayall JU3aTh €€
JIMLO Be3le, Ide eMy YAaBalOCh OOTAHYTbCH S3BIYKOM.

— I[oumu, — cypoBelM TOHOM npukazan Huk. Onu
JOJDXKHBI BBIOpAThCS OTCIOJA... Ha KaKYylO-HMOYAb OTKDPBITYIO
MECTHOCTb, €C/TM TOJIBKO CMOTYT €€ OOHapyXMTb.

Ho koMnac 4epe3 HecKoJbKO MMHYT H B caMoM JeJie
BBLIBEJI HX Ha OMYUIKY, Ile pOoC OOUH JHIIb I'YCTOH KyCTapHHK.
OHHM mnpoApanuch CKBO3b HaHMeHee 3apOCLIUH Y4acTOK M
BBILLJIH K TOJISHE, MOKPBITONH BLICOKOM TpaBOM, KOTOpas 4yTh
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Jajbllle Tepslach CpedM KaMblllla, CTOSBLIEro Ha Oepery
o3epa UX MHpa... UTH KaKOro-To Jpyroro osepa.

Hurne Ha Gepery He ObUlO BHMIHO HMKAKHUX JOMHKOB,
OJIHAaKO K 3TOMYy BpeMeHH HHUK yxXe M He 4Yasul HaoeaThcsl Ha
TO, YTO OOHAPYXHUT HX 3[eCh, PABHO KaK M elIE€ KaKue-HUbyIb
3HAaKH TOro, 4TO 3aech ObutH moau. [lo MenkoBoablo UUIENA-
JIN HECKOJIBKO 1lianesib, KOTOphble He 00palllayii Ha MpHLIEIbLEB
HU MaJeiflliero BHUMaHHA. A Jajblie K I0Ory Ha HEpOBHOM
MacToOMille MacaNCh KaKMe-TO XHMBOTHble. Y HUX ObLna Takas
cBeTjas WKypa, uTo Huk cipocui ce6s, a He MOXeT JIU ObITh
TaK, 4YTO MM ITOCYAaCTIMBWIOCh HAaTKHYTbCA Ha Hebosbluoe
cTano eanHoporoB. Ho TyT OIHO M3 3THX XHBOTHLIX MOIHSIO
TOJIOBY, YBEHYaHHYIO poraMd. OQHAKO pa3Be KTO-JIUOO Clbl-
1IaJl KOraa-HuoOyab 0 cepeOpUCTO-CephIX OJIEHIX?

— 3aech HeT AOMUKOB... — JIMHAA OTIyCTWIa MOTOLIMKI,
M €€ TypHCTCcKasd CyMKa LIMSIKHYJIAch 0 3eMin0. — Huk, yro
MBI OyneMm nenarts?

OH moxas IUIeYaMH.

— He 3Ha10, — OH Xe He cynepMeH, YToObl BBINTYyTaTh MX
M3 CJIOXUBLIEHCS CHTyalldM, MPOCTO HampsAras MbILILBI WIH
YyTO-HUOYAL B 3TOM poae. — Ecaum xouelub 3HaTh npaBay, s
rosiozeH. Herwoxo 6bu10 661 moecTs.

Cyns no MnojoXeHHUI0 cofiHLa, 6au3wica nonageHs. U o
6611 TomoneH. IToxoxe, maxe MpbIXKKa CKBO3b BpeMs (eciu
MMEHHO 3TO C HUMM M CIyYWIOCh Ha CaMOM JeJie) MaIoBaTo
JUISL TOTO, YTOOBI YMEPUTb YEH-TUOO ammeTHT.

— Tononen! — nosropuna JIunaa, a 3aTeM BblOABWIA U3
cebsa cMex. — A 3Haellb, MHE KaXeTcsl, 1 TOXe IoJIoJHa.

[Tacyiumecsa oneHu He oOpalllald HA HUX HUKAKOro BHH-
MaHus. K ToMy Xe 31ech, Ha 3TOi OTKPBITOI1 NOJIsIHE, HUYTO
He MOTJIO CIIPATATHCSA M MOAKPACThCS K HUM He3aMeTHO, He
NpUBJIEKass K cebe BHMMaHHA. JIMHIa mouwia K MeEcCTy, rae
TpaBa, MOXoxXe, ObUsla He OYeHb BBICOKOM.

— Bor oTnMyHoe MecTo, — OHa IOMaxajla eMy pYKOH,
CJIGBHO OHHM BBILIIM Ha OObIYHBbIA NuKHMK. Ho Huk Teneps
3agymMajici o efae. He motoMy, YTo ero TaKk yX CHWIbHO
JOHUMAJ IoJiofl, a U3-3a CKyJHOCTH HX 3amacoB.
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OH BCcab Halesincs Ha 3anat KOHCEPBOB, KOTOpblEe XpaHH-
JIMCh B pblOaybeil XHXHHE, U cedvac y Hero ¢ coboy 6bu10
TONBKO TO, YTO OH B3sU1 B Mara3uHe. Ho 3Toro He xBaTur
Hagonro. 3areM MM NpPHAETCS NOBOJBLCTBOBATHCA TEM, YTO
pacTéT B 3TUX MecTax. M 4TO, ecii OHH He CMOTYT NMPOXHTH
Ha NMOXHOXHOM KOpMYy?

Jlaxe B CBOEM poAHOM MHpE OH IOYTH HUYEro He 3HaJ O
TOM, YTO MOXHO €CTb M3 firol (eclM HUX €l€ MOXHO 6bL1o
HaWTH B OKpYyTe) WIM OPYTHX OBollei WiIH ¢(pYKTOB, KpOMeE
Tex, 4yTo pocin B cagaX. KoHeyHO, MMeloTcsl KHWUIM IJis
BbDKHBaHMsl, KOTOpblE MOMOTAIOT YUTATENIO BLLKUTH B yCJIO-
BHSX JHKOTO MHpa, HO NoAOOHbIE KHUIYM HUKOTa He Ka3alHCh
€My JOCTOMHBIMH BHUMAaHHSA, U OH HM OJHO¥M He MpoYuTas.
HeTt, uMm npuaérca 6epexHo o6XoaAUThCA C MX NMpoBU3ueil. B
JUXUIIE — €CJIM OHM CMOTYT HaWTH NyThb Ha3ajg — OCTaJUCh
IBe OBLIHU M SLIUKH C KOKa-Kojo M mnpoyuM. Ho 3toro
HeIOCTAaTOYHO.

OH mnpuces Ha KOPTOYKM JiMLo K JIMHAe, KoTopasd cuzena,
CKpECTHB HOTH, Ha Tpase.

— Tocnywaii... 4To KacaeTcsi efbl... Y MEHSI €€ HEMHOTO.
A uTO Y TeOa TaM? — OH yKa3ajl Ha €€ CyMKYy.

— Trl uMeewss B BUAY... — HUK MO ULy DeBYLIKH YBUIE,
YTO OHA MOHsUIa ero. — Thl HMeelllb B BUOY, YTO, BO3MOXHO,
HaM, He yaacTcsi OOHapyXHUTb 3eCh HUYEro cbeqobHoro?

— Hy, B 3TOM 03epe MoXeT BOAUTLCS pblba. A BOH TaM —
YyepHHUKA — 110 KpalHeH Mepe, OKOJIO HalluX JOMMKOB pocia
yepHuKa. Ho 3T0 He Halue o3zepo. HaM nyyiue nobepeus TO,
YTO y HAC €CTb, ITOKa MBI HE Da3y3HaeM, 4YTO K YeMy.

JIuHOa noTsiHyNa 3a BEPEBKY NEPEBSA3H CyMKU.

— ¥ MeHs coBceM HEMHOIO 3amnacoB; s B3suia 41 I xelH
IBe YMAKOBKM XPYCTSLIHX IPELIKUX OPEXOB M KOpPOOKY aH-
IMTUACKMX MPUCOK — JIXeHH JIIOOMT XpYyCTSllHe rpeLKue
opexu, a PoH — Mpuc ¢ ero Heo6bIYHLIM BKycoM. EcThb elné
IBbIHH, KOKa-Kojla H ocTajibHoe B mxumne. Ho aro Tsaxerno,
4TO6bl HecTH. S He NiyMalo, YTO MBI CMOXEM YHECTH GyTBUIKM
¢ coboii. Huk, xyna Mb1 noiinéM? 3mech HET AOMOB, a TaM, —
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OHa NOKa3L1a Ha NPOTUBOMNOJIOXHLINH Geper o3epa, — moxo-
Xe, Toxe Jeca.

OHa Obuia npaBa. ¥ Tam Bo3BbILIANach CTeHA AEPEBLEB,
TakKas Xe TEMHas, KaK Jiec, OTKyaa OHM BoiLLTH. PakTHYECKH,
HacKoOJIbKO Mor BuIeTh HHK, XOTa 03epo H3rnbanoch aajblie
K 10Ty M Kpail ero He ObUI BHIOCH, NOBCIOAY Boaa Obula
oKpyxeHa JiecoM. IlycTh OHHM Jaxe mnepebepyTcd Ha TOT
Oeper, a OHM He HMEIOT HH MaJleifllero IpeacCTaBJICHM,
CKOJIbKO OyIeT TSHYThCS 3TO 03€pO, YTO XAET MX 33 HUM?
EMy cMyTHO NpHIIOMHWIOCh U3 KAKOro-TO pOMaHa, OIHCHI-
BaBLIETO XM3Hb IEPBLIX aMEPHKAHCKMX IIOCEJIEHLIEB, 4TO
Takye 4Yauo6bl MOIYT TSAHYThCS NpakKTUYECKH NOYTH Oe3
KaKMX-JIM0O NMPOCBETOB.

— 5 He 3Hal0, — YecTHO NpH3Ha/IcA OH. — Ho no MHe yx
JIyyllle OCTaBaTbCS Ha OTKPLITOM BO3OyXe, YeM IO4 3THUMH
nepeBbsIMU. MBI MOXeEM OTINPaBUTLCA K TOMY Kpaio o3epa —
TaM JOJDKeH OBbITh cTOK — I'my6oxuii ITIOoTOK, — €CJIu TOJNILKO
3TO 03epo NoXoXe Ha Haule. Bo3MOXHO, MBI CMOXEM: BbI-
6parhbcs U3 3TOTO Jleca, UCTIONb3Ys CTOK B KAYECTBE OPHEHTHPA,
— Hux naxe HemHoro 3aropawicsi co6oi, 4T0 BCIIOMHWI 00
3TOM.

— Ecau TOnpKO 3TO 03€po NMOXOXE Ha TO, YTO 3HAKOMO
Tebe, — cKaszana AeByuika. — Ho oHO meiicTBUTENbHO NOXO-
Xe, TaK Beab, Huk?

OH BcTas, NMpUKPBIBasA pyKoil IjIasa OT JIydeil CHAIOLIETo
COJIHLIa, KOTOpOE YX€ HayMHaJIO INpHIEeKaTb, HO elué He
OYeHb CWIbHO. «COBceEM KaK B HallleM MHpe», — IMOAyMal
Hux. OH HeTOpOIUIMBO OCMOTpes BMAMMYIO 4YacTb O3epa.
TpyaHo OBLIO CpPaBHMTb 3TOT HETPOHYTHIH 4eJIOBe4eCKOM
PYKOH yTOJIOK JMKOH NPHPOILI C TEM, Ile HAaXOAWIHCH JOMHU-
KM U HeOonbuive npucTaHH. Ho Bckope OH Obu1 mouTH
YBEpEH, YTO KOHTYphblI OeperoBoii JUHUM HE CIMLIKOM OT/IH-
YaloTcsl OT TeX, KOTophle OH 3Hal ¢ MaIbIX JieT. U oH
nocneww! ckKa3aTb 00 3TOM.

— Tak 1B ayMaews, — Hadana JIuHma, — 4TO Hac
nepeHecso Ha3aj B MPOLUIOE... YTO Mbl B T€X Xe KpasX, HO
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TOJILKO 3aJ0NT0 OO TOTro, KaK 3lech MOSBWICA Hall Hapon?
Yro... YTO MBI MOXEM BCTPETUTHCS C HHOeHUaMH? — OHa
6pocwia euwé ONMH OCTOPOXHBII B3TJIsiA B CTOPOHY Jeca.

— BTO0 He MOXeT OOBACHUTH equHoporoB... Kak u cepeG-
PUCTBIX OJiIeHei... — HHUK noka3sasn pykoi Ha MUpPHO Tacylieecs
ctago. — MEl, BO3MOXHO, OKAa3aJIUCh B aJIbTEpPHATHBHOM
MHMpe, — OH yXe pasBepHYJ/ IaKeT C €10if, HO TYT ero pyKu
3aMepJM, Koraa OH 3aayMasics Hald TeM, YTO Xe cKasan.
AJbTepHAaTHBHBIE MHPBI, MYTELIECTBHS BO BpeMEHU — IOAO-
OHBIX Bellei He cymecTByeT! OHH He MOTYT OBIThb... HET, He
MOTYT 65ITh, ToTOMY YTO HHK IllOoy — coBeplleHHO OOLIKHO-
BEHHBI 4YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBII TOJBKO XOTeJl B THIIMHE U
CITOKOHCTBHH TpoBecTH YUK3HA. Ou Huk Illoy, oH cus, n
Bc€ Xe 3To npousouwvio! Ecim Tonbko, KOHEYHO, BCE 3TO He
pe3ynbTaT 1IOKa Mocjie MaacHUss Ha MOTOLMKIEe, M Torha
ceifyac OH, HaBEpHOe, HaXOUTCS B FOCIHTaJIE, a BCE 3TO EMy
TaK SIpPKO Tpe3uTCH...

— AnsbrepHatuBHbIii MHp? Ho eaunHoporu... Ux Bens
BOOOLIE HUKOIIA He ObU10. B3TO Xe MpocTo cKa3ku, — JIuHaa
noxkayasia rojopoii. — HukK! — BO BrOopoii pa3 €€ ronoc
copBaicsl Ha KpHK, U OHa cxBaTwia ero. — Huk, nocMotpu
Tyna! PasBe 310 He NHIMOK?

OHa nokasajia Ha Ior, JaJibliie oJIeHel, U OH cpa3y nepeBén
Tyna B3rsan. OHa 6pu1a npaBa! OTKyna-To u3-3a KyCTapHHKa,
Hanbllle, 3a JIyTaMH, NOAHMMAaJCAd BBepX IbIMOK. M 3toT
JBIMOK MOT O3HayaTh TOJILKO OJHO — TaM ObutH Moau! Ten u
bBeH... noiiMaHHBIe B JIOBYWIKY 31ech Bce 3TH roanl! Takoii
6bpU1a mepBasdg Muicab Huka. OTo Xe moau... moau, KoTopble
MOMOTYT UM, U OHM JAIOT UM 3HaTb, YTO OHU HE OAHHM 3[ECh
B 3TOM HOYHOM KolIMape!

OH TOpOmIMBO 3aBEpPHYN MAaKeT C €l0i U MOBECHI CYMKy
obpaTHo Ha MoToLMK/. Kak XaJib, YTO OHH HE MOTYT I10EXaTh
Ha HEM, HO NBITaTbCA cAejaTh 3T0 — MpocTo ryno. U um
Jy4ie OBITH NOOCTOPOXHEE W OGOHMTH KPYTOM 3THX OJIEHEN,
OTH XUBOTHBIE KaXyTcsl cOBCeEM 6Ge3BpeNHBIMH, HO HeNb3g
cKa3aTbh, OCTaHYTCH JIM OHU TAaKMMH, €CJIH HX NMOTPEBOXUTD.
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Onu nonpobopanu GexaTh, HO Mellajia BhICOKasl TpaBa,
KoTopasl nyTajlach IO HOTaMHM M KOJIECaMH MOTOLMKIA, TaK
4YTO OHM LLUTH, CMOTHIKASCh, CO CKOPOCThIO Neliexoaa. [la ewe
no HactosiHUIO Huka caenanu obxox mo Kpaio MOJIAHBI, rae
Mac/JKCh OJIEHU, HUCHOJIb3ysl KYCTAPHUK KaK IPHUKPBITHE OT
XHMBOTHBIX. A OOHAXAbl OHH JaXe 3aMepyiM, Koraa caMell-
BOXXaK BCKHUHYJ BBEPX I'OJIOBY M YCTaBWICS NPSIMO Ha KyCT, 3a
KOTOPBIM OHH B TOT MOMEHT IpPSITAJIUCD.

Huky nokasanoch, OyATo OH ToJl ¥ BHUAEH, KaK Ha JIa[IOHH.
OH ciblal, KaK TOBOPHJIM, YTO €CJIH OCTABaThCS COBEpLIEH-
HO HENOABMXHBIM, TO XXHBOTHbIe TepSIOT K BaM HHTepec, H
OH npoOypyan npeaynpexaeHue JImHae. OHa KUBHy/lIa M
obxBaruwna pykamu mopay Jlanra. Ho, nmoxoxe, Monc noHu-
MaJ 3TO U He€ mNbITajJcsd BHIPpBAaTbCs Ha cBoOody H
BOCIIOJIL30BATLCS Cy4YaeM 3aJasTh.

CaMeu-Boxak ciequi 3a HUMH, HUKy naxe noxasajocs,
4YTO OH HaMETWI MX Kak cBolo n1o6sr4y. Ho yepe3 HekoTopoe
BpeMsl, KOI[a JIOAM OTBAXMWINCh HaKOHEI CHeJIaTh TOJHBIHA
BIOX, BOXaK YTO-TO NMpoSypyas U MOTPYCHI B CTOPOHY 03epa.
Korna Huk pewnnn, yTo TOT OTOLIEN Ha JOCTaTOYHO Oe3omac-
HOe pacCTOsIHME, OHH TOPOIUIMBO NPOMOJIKWIH CBOM MyTh.

B671M3H1 0JIeHH MoKa3aIMCh UM AaXe ellé 06ojiee CTpaHHbI-
MH. KoHeuHO, 3TH cepeGpHCThIe XMBOTHEIE ObUTH GoJIbliIE IO
pa3MmepaM, yeM ojeHH u3 Mupa Huka. Kak 6b1 eMy xoTesnoch
3HaTh noboJblile, YTOObl CyMEeThb OTBETHTh Ha HEKOTOpBIE U3
CBOMX BOIIPOCOB, €CJIM TOJILKO Ha HHUX BOOOllie MOXHO OTBe-
THUTb.

OHM npomoOMXWIM TYyTh BAOJAL HM3ruba oszepa. [la! Tam
JEeHCTBUTENIBHO OTKPBUICS CBOOGOAHBII OT Jieca Yy4acTOK B
paiioHe I'nybokoro Ilotoka. BoT oHO, 3TO MecTo, COBCEM KakK
B X mMupe. U umeHHO B ycthe IloTOKa momHHUMasicsi TOT
IbIMOK. HUK mouyBcTBOBajI, KaK K HeMy Bo3BpalllaeTcsl Obl-
JIOE ynoRBJIETBOPpEHHE OT TOIO, YTO OH OKasajcs IpaB B
3HaHuM reorpadpuu 3TUX MecT. Ho ero TopxectBo TyT Xe
ylleTy4ywiochb, KOraa pa3fajcsl KpUK:

— O, pebaTa, cToiTe, TIe HAXOOMUTECH!
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J'naea mpemovsa

Jhaur 3anmncs OoT4asgHHBIM JlaeM, TIOBEPHYBIUIMCH K KYCTY,
H3-3a KOTOpPOTO pasfajcs 3ToT npuka3. Huk 3aMmep Ha MecTe,
onHako JIMHAA caenana mapy LIAXKOB, KaK OyATO HE MoIja
CIIPABUTBCH C NIEKMHECOM.

Huxk KocHy/ca oqHO# pyxo# €€ JIOKTs, ApyTroil ynepxKuBas
MOTOLIVKII.

— Kro BbI? — Tpe6GoBaTéabHO OOpaTWICs OH K KYCTYy, B
IOylle pagysach, YTO rojioc €ro NMpo3By4al TBEPIAO. U YBEPEHHO.
Ten?.. Unn Ben? Unau KTo-TO ellié, KTO nomnaj B 3TOH YyXKOH
MHp paHblie?

Heckonbko MrHOBEeHHii CTos/la THILMHA, TaKas [HoJjras,
yro Huk noayman 6wl1o, a He HaMEpPEeHHO JIH HE3HAKOMeEll
OCTaHOBWJI HX, YTOOBI CaMOMy Te€M BpEMEHEM CKpHITLCS B
3apociax. Ho 3auem? Kto Obl 3TO HM GbL1, OH, pa3symeeTcd,
BHIEJI, YTO OHM He TpPEACTaBIAIOT HHUKAKOM OIACHOCTH.

HakoHel KycThl pasOBUHYTUChH, U TiIeped HUMH MOSBHICS
MyxunHa. C BUAy OObIYHBIN YesoBeK, 4yTh HuXe Huka, Ho
I¥pe B IUleyaX, a KOMOMHE30H, KOTOpBIi ObUT HA HEM, ewé
Oonplle yBeNIMYMBAJ pa3Mepbl ero Tena. Ha romoBe ero
nobsiecKMBasiia Kacka, Oospllie Moxoxas Ha ONPOKWHYTHIN
TMOXOAHBIA KOTEJIOK, a Ha HOrax — TSDKENble GOTHMHKH.

VYV Hero ObUIO KpyT/ioe JIMLIO, HA KOTOPOM KpacOBalMCh
rycThle YCBI, pbDKHME, HO yXe C Ipocedblo, HAIOJOBHHY
cKphIBaBlIMe poT. B onHoil pyke oH mepxan... PoraTky!

VYBuneB e€, Huk expa He paccMesuicd, HO YTO-TO B JIMLIE
HE3HaKOMLIA TOBOPWIO O HEYMECTHOCTH NMOOOOHOI peakiiMH
Ha 3TO0 HeTckoe opyxue. Jla u B riyouHe mamaru Huxa
1IEBEIbLHYJIOCh KaKOe-TO Nojy3abbToe BocrnioMuHaHue. [me-
TO, KOTJa-TO OH yXe BHIeJ YeloBeKa B MOAOOHOM ONESHHH.
Ho roe u xorma?

OnHako 0O CHX MOp HE3HAKOMEL HE OTBETWI Ha BOMNpOC
Huxa. JInume npuuypun rasa, npHcTaJbHO paccMaTpuBas
ux. JlaHr, HaTAHYB MOBOAOK, (LIPKHYM, MepecTan JasTh H
MOBEJI HOCOM, CJIOBHO XeJiasi 3aHECTH 3araX HOBOIO YeJIoBeKa
B CBOi1 KaTaJor 3aInaxos.
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Ecnu He3HaKOMell pacCYHTBIBAJl HCITYTaTh X TaKUM Hava-
JoM, To HHUK He coGHpasics noamaBaThCs.

— S cnipocun, — MpomoOXWI OH, — KTO BBI TaKoOii?

— A g Teba cablluan, npusareab. Ha rayxory noka He
xainyiock. Mens 30ByT Cam Ctpayn, yrOTHOMOYEHHBIH rpax-
JaHcKol oGopoHsl B XapkaBeil [lnajic, ecau 3To 4YTO-TO
roBopHT Tebe. Mory nocnopurs, yro HeT. Bac Tonbko aBoe?

OH Tak BHHMAaTEJbHO HX paccMaTpHWBaj, Kak OyaTro M B
caMOM JieJie OXHAal, YTO OHH — aBaHTapA Kakoro-to 6osib-
woro orpsAna. JIMHIa B3opBaace:

— YTnoJaHOMOYEeHHBI rpaxaaHckoif o6Gopousl! Huk, oH
aXe OIET, KaK YNMOJTHOMOYEHHBIN IpaXaaHCKOi OGOpOHBI,
cleNslIMii 32 BO3OYLUIHBIMH HaléTaMH — OQHOTO TaKOro f
BHIena B GuibMe O BOifHe B bpUTaHHM B 1LKOJIBHOM Kypce
MO UCTOPHH.

AHrmmyaHuH! CTaHOBWICA NOHATHBIM ero axkueHT. Ho
OTKyla 3[ech B3sUICA 3TOT aHIIMYaHMH B ¢dopMe TpUALIATH-
netHe#t naBHoctu? Huk He XoTen maxe OymaTh O TOM, YTO
BbITEKAJIO U3 3TOI0 OTKPLITHS.

— Onxa npaBa? — 3agaJd OH HOBBII Bompoc. — Bl
NEeCTBUTENbHO TaKOil YIIOJTHOMOYEHHBINH?

— TouHo. Hy, a Teneps, napenn, oTBeTb-Ka. K10 mat cam
Takoii? U KTo 3Ta IoHas neau?

— E&€ 3oByt JInnaa [JdiopaH, a MeHss Huxk lloy. Mbl... Mbl
— aMepHMKaHLbI.

Ctpayn notép noabopoaoK TOJICTBIMH MajibliaMH.

— Bor Kak, Tenepb, 3HaYHUT... aMEpUKaHLbI, TOBOPHLIL? A
Monajuch B cBoei coGCTBEHHOM cTpaHe?

— Jla. Mbl NpoCTO HampaBIUIHCh K 03€py, NOXOXeMY Ha
3TO, M BAPYT OKa3alUCh 31ech. [de MbI?

Crpayn u3gan 3BYK, KOTOpbIii MOT ObI COMTH 3a XPHIUIBIIA
CMEUIOK, ec/M OBl B HEM IOYTH He ObLUIO cMexa.

— 3T0 UMeHHO ToT Bompoc, Loy, Ha KoTOpEIii, MOXoXe,
HHMKTO He 3HaeT oTBeTa. Bukapmii, Bpome Obl, MMeeT He-
CKO/IBKO TMIOTE3 — NOBOJIBHO CMYTHBIX, HO HaM TaK U He
yaanocs ux nposeputh. Korma Bbl npubsuiu ciona?
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— HenasHo, — otBeTwna JIuHaa. — 31O ABIM OT Ballero
xocTpa? Mbl yXacHO TpOrojIoJaINCh U YyXe COOHpaIUCh
6bUIO IEPEKYCHTH, KOTAa YBHAEIH €ro U MOLLUIH...

— ¥ Bac ecTb ¢ coboii mua? — CTpayx CyHyn porarky 3a
nosc. — JlanHo, MnéMTe, — OH OOEpHyNCA K KycTaM, M3
KOTODEBIX BBIILIEJ, MPUIOXWI ABa Najibua K ry6aM M M3gail
THXHUii CBUCT. — Brl He NMpHMaHKa, HaCKOJBKO 5 MOHHUMAIO.

— IIpumanka? — HuKy He NMOHpPaBWIOCH 3TO CJIOBO.

U cHoBa CTpayn M3nan XpHUIUIBIH CMELUOK.

— IIpumanka, na. Bl ewé y3HaeTe, pebara, eliEé MHOro
Yero y3HaeTe. A Temnepb, CIola, B 3TH KYCTHI...

W CaM aBHHY/ACS Briepél, a OHM IOCJACAOBAIM 32 HUM,
HCINOJIb3YyA, KaK MNokKa3ajoch HHKy, B KauyecTBe NMPHUKPBITHS
Bc€, 4yTo MOXHO Obuto. Ho ecnu HeoOxoguMo ObUIO Tak
MpATAThLCA, TIOYEMY Xe TOrIa AbIM y HHX TMOJHUMAaeTcs, KaK
3HaMa? U TONBKO CIyCTS HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI OH TOHSUI, YTO
OHH Ha caMoOM fejie aepXaT ITyTb He K KOCTpY, a Kyaa-To
JieBee. °

JIuHaa ToXe OOHapyxu/ja 3TO U NOMHTEPECOBANIaCh:

— Pa3sBe Mbl HampaBiasgeMcs He B Balll JJareph?

— IIpsamo Bniepén... — ychbllIUIH OHH rojioc Crpaysa. —
OctopoxHo! B 3THX BHHOIpaaHBIX JI03aX BIOJIHE MOXHO
3aITyTaThCS.

Huky npuxommwnoch Bcé CBO€ BHUMaHHE YOENATh 3THM
MOJI3yYHUM pPacTeHUSIM, TyCTO NOKPLIBABUIMM BCIO 3¢MJIIO U C
TakMM YTIOPCTBOM LEIVISBIIMXCS K MOTOLMKIY M HOTraM,
CJIOBHO OEMCTBHUTEJIBHO HX 30€Ch INOCAOWIM B Ka4yecTBE JIO-
ByWIKU. JIBaXabl eMy NpPHUXOAMJIOCh OCTAHABJIHBaThcA M
PacnyTBIBaTh 3TH J103bl, TaK 4yTo Crpayn u JIuHaa ucyesann
M3 MOJIs 3peHUs M OH LUEJ 33 HUM IO cjledaM MX MpOABHKe-
HHs, BCE Jajbllie M JaJibllle YBOAMBIIUM OT KOCTpa, HO 3aTeM
OHHU CHOBA IOBEPHYNIH K peKe.

Hakonen Huk Bbilen Ha NONSHKY, CO BCEX CTOPOH OKpY-
XEHHYIO TYCTHIMH 3apocisiMH KycTapHuKa. M TaMm oH yBHaen
Crpayna, JIunay ¥ emi€ Tpoux YeJOBEK: ABYX MYXYHH H ONHY
XeHWHHY. Bce oHM cTosnu nunoMm K JIMHAE, oAHaKo Koraa
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Hux ¢ XxpycToM M TpecKOM Hadail BHIAMPAThCS U3 KyCTOB Ha
ONylIKe, OHM APYXHO NMOBEPHYJIHUCHh B €TO CTOPOHY.

MyX4HHBI OTIMYAJIUCh APYT Ha Jpyra TaK Xe, KaK OHHU OT
Crpayna. OoxH — NOXWIOH, AOBOJIBHO BBICOKUI H XyIOH,
celible BOJIOCHI TOPYAIH OeCNOPSIOYHbIM MYyLIIKOM Ha rojioBe,
CJIOBHO OHH OBUIM CJIMLIKOM PeIKMMH, YTOOBI O HHX 3a60-
TuThcd. Ha nuue Bblaensica OorpoMHbIi ropOareiii HoOC,
KOTOPEIif IO TBEPAOCTH He ycTyman noabdopoaky. Ho B rasax
€ro, CMOTPEeBUINX U3-TOJ KYCTHCThIX OpOBEH, HE TOpeJo TOro
SIPOCTHOTO SICTPEOMHOTO B3IVIAa, Kakoro oxuaas 6suio Huk.
B HHX cBeTwics pa3yM M XHBOH HHTEpeC, a TakKkXe FOTOB-
HOCTBH BBIC/yLIaTh APYTHX, HO BOBCE HE XeJaHHE MOAYUHATH
cebe monei, YTo NMpeAnojarajii OCTANbHbIE YEPTHI €0 JIHLA.

Ha HéM 6bUT TEMHO-CEpBIii KOCTIOM, CIIBHO NOHOLICH-
HBIH, a MOA NMHIXAKOM — CBHUTEp, KOTOPbIii HE CKpPBHIBaJI
KpYTJIOTO BOPOTHHMYKA CBAlIEHHHKA. Ha Horax — MOKacHHBI
M3 Ipyboii KOoXH, KOHTPACTHPYIOLIHE C €10 HU3PSOHO MOTpE-
TIAaHHOM OlEeXOOM.

Bonee Monomoit MyxX4yuHa ObL1 4yTh Bhliie Huka M, xak u
Crpayn, Hocun ¢bopMy, HO He YTIOJTHOMOYEHHOTO rpaxnaHc-
Koli 060poHbI. Ero Kuresp Takke ObUT YK€ CIJIbHO U3HOLIEH,
HO B memIMuax Osectesd KpbUIBILIKM, a Ha 3aThbUIKE eJie
yoepXuBajlach KeNKa JIETYMKA, U3-TOJ KOTOpPOil BLIHEMNCH
CBETJILIE BOJIOCHI.

Hix crmyTHMua Oblia NMPHMEPHO TOIO X€ pocTa, 4TO H
NWIOT, U ToXe B PopMe, HO ¢ Heu3BecTHbIMM Huxy 3HaKaMu
pasnuyua Ha Iuledax. M3-moa kxacku, Taxod Xe, KakK y
YIIOJTHOMOYEHHOTO IpaXXIaHCKOH O06OpOHbB!, BbIOUBATIUCH HE-
MOKOpHbIEe TEMHBIE KyapH. OTIHYasgch He MeHblIeH Xy1060H,
YeM Yy CBSALIEHHHUKA, C JIMLIOM OOBETPEHHBIM M CMYTJBIM, O
KOTOpOM HeJb3f GbUIO CKAa3aTh, YTO OHO KpPacuBOE, B HEll BCE
Xe olIylaJach CWIa M PELIMTENbHOCTb.

— AMepHKaHILIbI, — OTMETWIa OHa. — 3HAYHT, Bbl, ANpH-
aH, — oOpaTtWinach OHa K CBALIEHHHKY, — OKa3aJluCh
TOJIHOCTBIO TpaBbl B CBOMX JAoraakax. Mbl neiicTBUTE/ILHO
NpPONMYyTeIECTBOBAJIM TIOpa3fio Jajblie B TOM KIETKE, 4YeM
AyMaJik.
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CBeTNnoBOMIOCHIH MWIOT TaKXe NepXall B pyKax poratky.

— HaM HyXHO mocKopee YXOIMTh, — B3IJISIA €I0 CKOJMb3-
Hyn ot Huka K KyctaM. OH CJIOBHO K Y€MY-TO IIPHCIYLIHBAJICA.
— Het HHKakoro cmeicya Habmoaats Gonble 3a 3TOH JIO-
BYLIKOM...

— Bappu npaB, — KMBHYJ CBAIICHHUK. — XOTS Mbl H HE
HOGWINCh TOTO pe3ynbTaTa, Ha KOTOpblii paccuuThiBaiH. Ho
3aTO Y Hac IOABWIHCh IOHBIE ADY3bsl, a 3TO OYCHb Jaxe
HEIUIoXO. A

— JlaBaiiTe g O3HAKOMIIIO BaC, — OXMBJIEHHO NpPENIOXHU-
Na XeHWIMHa. — AnpuaH X3MJIeTT, BUKapuif W3 MHHTOH
IlapBrl, — CBAIIEHHHK CTAPOMOAHO U HECKOJIBKO BEJIHYaBO
HakKJIoHW1 ronosy. — [Iuinor-odpunep bappu Kpokkep, Hy a
a — Jluana Pamceii...

— Jlenn JInana Pamceit, — nonpasun Crpayn, kak 6yaro
3T0 6BUTIO BaXHO.

OHa [ocaaMBO MaxHyJja pykKoil. B apyroH, xak 3aMeTwn
Huk, oHa ToXe IepXaja poraTky.

— B HaieM oTpsine elu€ qBoe, — NMpOAOIKIIa OHa. — Bbl
NO3HAKOMHTECh C HUMHU B Jlarepe.

U cHoBa, Teneps yXe B cOCTaBe 3TOH HEPrUYHOM IpyTI-
nel, JInnoa 1 HMK cramu mpobupaThcsd CKBO3b 3apociii
KycTapHHKa K peke. FX nmyTs oKa3aics He CIMLIKOM AaJIEKUM
M 3aBeplUMICS B JIarepe, pacroyioxuBlieMcsl Ha Gepery.

K3 cnoxeHHBIX G6pE€BeH, NMOANMpPacMbIX KAMHSMM, 3[€ECh
6LLI0 COOPYXEHO HEYTO BpOAE MNOJYXIKMHBI-TOMyTIelIephl.
Jlayr 3anasi, Koraa OrpoMHoe, B CEPOM MeXY, XHBOTHOE,
rpeBilieecs NoJ JiydaMH COJHLA Yy BXo4a, NpPU BHAE HHX
AOMATHIOCHh M pacnyliwio xsocT. [IpikaB yuiM, KoT BCTpe-
THJ BO30YXAEHHOTO MNeKHHeca INpeXyNnpeXaalouiuM
LIMIICHHEM, TepelleAlMM 3aTeM B ITyxoe BopuyaHue. JInHaa
6pocwia CYMKY M CXBaTWIa yX€ IIPUrOTOBMBLIEIOCS K CXBaT-
Ke Iica, NpHKaB ero K cede.

— Hy-ny, JIxepeMH, Moii JOpOroii, ¢ HOBLIMHU JPY3bAMH
TaK He 3HaAKOMSTCS.

M3 xxuHBl NMOKa3ajlach MaJleHbKasl XCHIIWHA, B3/Ia Ha
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PYKM KOTa H CTajJa HEXHO H YCNOKAMBAKOLIE IVIAAMTH €ro
CKPIOYCHHBIMH OT apTPHTA NaJbLaMU B KOPUYHEBHIX ISITHAX
oT ctapocTH. E€ Bojiochl, ceable, KaXx M y BMKapus, Onumh
CTHHYTHI B TYTOH MaJICHbKMI y3€JIOK Hal KPYIJILIM JIHIIOM C
HOCHKOM-ITyTOBKOM, Ha KOTOPOM KpaliHe HEHaAEXHO CHACIH
04YKHM B METAJUTMYECKOM oIpase.

OHa HeMHOrO leneJisIBWIa, KOrja ropopuia, BO3MOXHO,
NOTOMY 9TO €€ 3yOhl BO PTY yX€ 11aTalKCh, HO B TOM, KaK OHa
NPHUBETCTBOBAJIA MPHOBIBIIMX, YyBCTBOBAJICA XMBOI HHTEpeEC.
IToBepx e€ mnarbst 66U HaleT GapTyK U3 MEUIKOBHHEI, 4 Ha
IUIeYH ObUT HAaKUMHYT cTapbiid wiam. Horu obneramm MoxacH-
Hbl U3 TaKoi Xe rpyboii Kox¥, KaK M Y BUKapH.

— JIxuH, — Opocwia oHa Ha3zaj 4yepe3 IUie4o. — Y Hac
TIONOJIHEHHE.

JeByluxa, KoTopas BhILILIa HA 3TOT 30B, ObLIa, HABEpHOE,
yyThb cTtaplue camoil JImHapl. Ha Heit Taxke Obula TEMHO-
cuHsAa ¢opMma, NMoBepX KOTOpOM OGonTaics KycOK KaKOM-TO
BBIIBETIIEH ¥ XBIPABOM MAaTepHH, CAYXVBIIMH NEPEIHUKOM,
CJIOBHO TaKMM oOpa3oM OHa Hajesnach chepeyb €QUHCTBEH-
HYyI0O MMEBUIYIOCS Y Heill ogexny. E€ KalrtaHoBbie BOJIOCHI
o0paMIsUIM 3aropejioe JIMHO — JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOILUEHBLKOE,
YTOOB! MYXYHHBI OpOCaJIH Ha HEro NOBTOpHbie B3NS,
noayMan Huk.

— D710 aMepHMKaHlbl, — M CHOBa Jeau JdmaHa B3sna Ha
ceds1 uepeMOHMIO npeacTapileHua. — JIuHaa [liopaH, Huko-
nac llloy — muccuc Mon Knann wm [IxuH Puuapac, us
XKCKOD.

— XCK®P? — nosropun Huk, cnerka cGUThiif C TOJIKY.

HeByuika y;e1GHyIach.

— Xenckas Cmyx6a Koponesckoro ®orta... 1 Kymaio,
TaK BHI Ha3biBaeTe y cebs B AMepuke cBoio XKCBM®.

— Hy 4ro, pa3Be He roBopwia s BaM, YTO BuIeja BeLHii
COH mpouyioi Ho4ybl? — rojsoc Muccuc Kiaanm 6su1 nosioH
HCKpDEHHEIro ApyXemobus M NpHUBETIMBOCTH. — YTO y Hac
nosABSTCA HOBbIe JIoAH. M priby MbI yXe MOYHCTHIH, ceiyac
NMOAXApHM IO PYMSHOM KOPOYKH. UTo X, yAauHee CIIOXHUTLCS
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M He MOIJIO, He TakK JIM? — obpaTwiach OHa KO BCEM cpa3sy,
MOXOXe, PHTOPHYECKNM BOIIPOCOM, HOO He OXMIana Ha HEro
OoTBeTa. — Y Hac 3aech XUBET JIxepeMH, HO Balllero MaJieHb-
KOro nécuka OH TPOHET, MHUCC, €CJIM TOJILKO TOT He 6yneT ero
3aaupathb. JXKepeMM OTHIOAb He BOMHCTBEHHOE XMBOTHOE.

— Haperocs, Jlanr Toxe, — B pyKax JIMHABI nexuHec
NnocTeneHHo ycriokowics. OHa NMOBepHyna mca K cedbe Mop-
JIOYKOIi U ITocCMOTpeJia NpAMO €My B Ila3a. — JIaHr, 3TO ApyT,
Opyr! — BBIpa3UTEJIbHO MPOIOBOpMJIA JEBYlIKAa M MOBEpPHYJIa
NnécMKa B CTOPOHY KoTa, Koroporo MHccuc Kianm cHoBa
OCTaBWIa Ha 3eMmio. — OT1o apyr, JlaHr!

[lexuHec OBICTPLIM SA3BIYKOM O00MM3HYN Hoc. Ho korma
JIuHOa omycTWIa €ro, oH MHPHO Ycelcd y €€ HOT, TOYHO
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHWiI1 Ha3al M He pBajJIcd B SIPOCTHOM
MophIBE CPa3UThCS C U3BEYHHIM BparoM BceX coOax.

Hux npocrtan cBOM CheCTHBIE INPUIIACHI.

— Xne6! — muccuc Kianmn oTKpslia MelllOK U ¢ HacjaX-
IeHUeM IpHMHIoxaiack. — Cpexuit xned! I'ocnonu, a1 yxe
coBceM 3abbuta ero 3anax!

Hux noctaBmwi MOTOLMKII Ha MOAHOXKY U TeIepb CTOSUT B
CTOPOHKE, NepeBOs B3MIAA C NMWIOTa Ha [IXKH, a c AeBYIIKH
Ha Crpayna B ¢dopMe YNOTHOMOYEHHOTO IpaXIaHCKoil o06o-
ponbl. Kpoxxepy, ecnu tonpko Huk He ouimbancd, 6puio
YyyTh GOJIblIE ABaALIATH JeT, a JIXKUH — M Toro MeHsiue. Um
COBEPLICHHO He M0210 ObITh CTOJIBKO JIET, CKOJILKO TNpPEANoJi-
arana ¢opma Crpayna. OnHaxo...

— Tebs yro-TO HeCnOKOUT, MOI ManbyuK? — oGpaTwicd
K Huxy BuKapuii, 4 TOT, He pa3nyMbiBag, XpaObpo BBIIAJIWI
CBOI1 BOMpoOC:

— Ckaxure, NMOXaIyHCTa, C3p... CKOJLKO BPEMEHH BbI
yXe 3[eChb HaXOOUTECh?

Buxkapui#i ycrano ynpiGHysIC.

— boioch, A BpsiA 1M cMOry Ha 3TO OTBETHTb. MBI nbiTa-
JIMCh BECTH 3aITUCh JHEW B caMOM Hayalie, HO MOcCJie TOro, KakK
Hac NMoMMaJIM M NepeBe3ny Ciofa... — OH IMoXaJ IvieYyaMH, —
OnHako eclnM CYHTaTb MO BpeMeHaM roaa, f GBI cKasad,
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OKOJIO 4eThIpEX JieT. ToT BO3OyLIHBI HaNET Ha MMHTOH
ITapBy npou30LIéN BeyepoOM ABaALIaTh Y€TBEPTOrO HMIONA Thi-
csA4ya ACBITHCOT COPOK BTOoporo roga. S aymalo, Bce Ml
XOpOLIO 3aNIOMHMWJIHM 3TO. MBI NpSTaIuCh B LIEPKOBHOH 4a-
coBHe. Muccuc Knann — Mosi 1oOMOX03siiKa... TO €CTh ObLIa
eo. Jlenm [ImaHa npuiUia, YTOOBI TOTOBOPHTH CO MHOM
OTHCCHUTENBHO BblIEJEHHBIX IJis TOCIIUTaNA CpeACTB. JIXXKHH H
Bappy 1M Ha BOK3al K Noe3ny — BO3BpalllajIuCh JOMOM M3
yBonbHeHHs. A CTpayn NpHIIEN NPOBEPUTh HALUIM 3ariachl
NpoaoBoJ.cTBUA. TYT pa3najcs CHrHajl BO3OYLIHOM TPeBOTH,
M MBI Bce CITyCTHWINC)H B YaCOBHIO. 3aTeM pa3fajics TOT 3BYK...
YeCTHO NnpH3Haloch, [lloy, MBI Bce MOBEpWIH, YTO 3TO KOHEIL.
A TIOTOM... KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM BAPYT He CTaJI0 HH LEPKBH, HU
naxe TOH AHIJIMM, KOTOPYIO Mbl 3HaJIH...

OH HeCKONBLKO CeKyHA INOMONYal B HEpELIMTEIbHOCTH.
Ero ycraBuine, Ho mpoHHLIaTe/IbHbIE IV1a3a CAEAWIH 3a IMLIOM
Huxka. Teneps BbIlpaxXeHHe Ha JIMLIE BUKADHS H3MEHWIOCH.

— Tsl yTO-TO 3Haellb, pa3Be He TakK, Moii ManbyukK? Yrto-
To mioxet TeGa. Urto?

— Bpewms, c3p. Bbl roBopuTe, YTO NPOGBLUIM 34€Ch OKOJIO
yeThIp€x JieT. Ho ceromHs... TaM... ABaniiaTh NepBO€ HIONS
THICSiYa NEBATHCOT CEMBAECAT BTOPOTO Icja.

OH oxupnas, 4TO BHMKApHH YCOMHMTCS B €ro CJIOBaX —
CIIMIIKOM YX €ro YyTBEpXIEeHHE Ka3aJloChb HEBEPOSATHBIM, —
€CJIM ToNbKO X3IJIeTT ckaszan npaBny. A Huk ObU1 B 3TOM
YBEpEH.

— JlBanguaTh MepBOe MIONS THICSYa NEBATLCOT CEMBIECST
BTOpPOTO roga, — MeAJICHHO NMOBTOPWI BuKapuii. — Her, Mol
MaJb4MK, s1 Beplo Tebe, XOTA Thl He OYEHb-TO HaAesicid Ha
3TO — TBOHM CJIOBa BIIOJIHE IOXOXH Ha IpaBay, o6 3TOM
TOBOPUTCSA M B CTaphIX cKa3dkaX. OQHAKO... ThICSYa AE€BATHCOT
ceMblecaT BTOpOIi rof... TpHAUATD JeT... YTo mpousouwio y
Bac... 3a TPUALIATH JET?

— Yro 3a TpuauATh NeT?.. — BCTPSUT B pasroBop Kpokkep.
o cux nop oH 6bU1 60MblLE 3aHAT MOTOLMKIOM, YEM COEP-
XaHHeM MX Gecelbl, HO Terepb HACTOPOXEHHO MOIsAae] Ha
Xannerra. — Kakue ew€ Tpuauarh Jer.
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— Cxkaxu eMy, M3 KaKOro Thl roaa, — oOpaTwicsi BUKApHH
K HuKy, cioBHO TO, YTO 3TO CKaXeT MaJb4yMK, NPOU3BEAET
Gonee rrybokoe BrneyaT/ieHHE.

— Mbl npuGbUIM H3... OBaALATh NEPBOIO HIONA Thics4a
JIEBITLCOT CEMBECAT BTOporo roga, — nosropmwi Huk. Cam-
To X3MJIETT TMOBEpWI B 3TO 0€30rOBOPOYHO, HO BOT KakK
OTHECYTCSl OCTaJIbHbIE K TAKOMY NOTpsicaollieMy ¢axry?

— JiBanuaTh NMepBOe MIONS ThICSYa AEBSITBCOT CEMBAECAT
BTOpOTO INofla, — ollapallieHHO nopropwi nuiot. — Ho... 3To
Xe HEBO3MOXHO... CBATOIl OTell, ceifyac NMPUMEPHO ThICSYa
AEBSITBCOT COPOK HIECTOM Ioll, €CJIM TOJILKO Mbl HE OllINOaeM-
Cs, HeNb3s Xe MPOXUTh TPUALATH JIET U HE 3aMETUTDb 3TOTO.

Tenepp B ux criop BMewanacs Jlenn IunaHa.

— ApuaH, 3HaYHUT, 4 TYT Bbl 6bUTH NpaBbl. 3TO NIOXOXE HA
cTapble CKa3KH, He TaK Ju? Tpuauats sieT... — OHa norsgena
KyAa-To-MMMO HHX, Tyla, TOe BoAa NMEeHWIach BOKPYT KaMHEH
y 6epera HecnemIHO TeKyllei peku. — BoceMpaecaT nAaTe...
HO i Xe He TakKas crapas, MHe He GoJjibuie...

— N 06 3tom, [InaHa, ToOXe rOBOpUTCA B APEBHHX CKa3-
Kax, — OTBETW] BUKapHi.

— Her! — 3anporecroBan Kpokkep. — DTOT napeHEK HaM
BElIaeT Janury Ha ylUIM, OH, HaBepHoe, oauH U3 Hux. OTKyna
HaM 3HaTb... — OH mnonsTwicsa or Huka, kpemye cxumas
cBol0 poratky. — OH pabGoraeT Ha Hux, M ero mnocianu,
YTOOBI CIOMUThL Hac NMOAOGHBLIMM POCCKa3HAMH!

— Dii... YTo TyT mpoMcXoAuT? — K HHUM MpHOIHU3WICA
Crpayn. — Ilpu 4éM 3aech Onu?

OG6epHYBIIKCDH K YIIOTHOMOYEHHOMY IpaXIaHCKOM 06opo-
Hbl, Kpoxxep Bbhimajimyi cBOM OOBUHEHHS C HECKPBIBA€MOM
SAPOCTHIO:

— Mzl npuBeny cioga 3THX ABOMX M CleAoM ABATCS Onu.
OH roBOpHT, 4TO MBI HaXOAMMCS 3[€Ch YXe TPMALATh JieT!
BpaHp€, KOTOPOMY HUKTO HE NMOBEPHT!

— Hy, 6yner Tte6e, — Crpayn onycTw1 pyKy Ha IUIeYO
Kpokxepa. — Ilpnnepxu saswik, Bappu. Pa3se y HUX Tako#
Xe 3anax, Kak y I'eponbna? M passe 31H JieTaloluye qbSBOJKI
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XOTb pa3 HMCMOJIL30BATH NMPUMaHKY? OHH Xe NMPOCTO MUKHUPY-
IOT M XBaTaloT Bc€ Ge3 BCAKHMX BBIKpYTacoB. JlamHo, Tak Thl
TOBOpHINIb, Bl M3 ThICAYA [AEBATBCOT CEMBIECCAT BTOPOIO
rofia... a YTo ¢ BOHHO#?

I'poMxuii ronoc Ctpayna NpMBIEK BHUMaHUE BCEX OCTAIb-
HBIX. AHryYaHe okpyxwid Huka. B raszax ux cBeTunoch
oXxunaHue, M Toibko Kpokkepa Bc€ ewl€ M3Ty4an Bpaxnaeo-
HOCTb.

— BoiiHa 3aKOHYWIACh B ThICSAYA JAEBATLCOT COPOK MATOM
rony, — Huk nonbitasica noGpicTpee BOCKPECHTb B MaMSITH
COOBITHSA TOI BOFHBI, 3aKOHYMBIICHCS €€ A0 ero poxnae-
HMSI, HO KOTOpas AJi1 3TUX JIOAei No-NpexXHeMy SABMSUIACH
peaIbHO OMAacHOCTLIO.

— KTt0 nobeann? — TpeGoBaTeNbHO H CEPAWTO CIIPOCHI
Kpoxkxkep, cmoBHo oT oTBeTa HHKa 3aBHCENI0 X OTHOUIEHHUE
K HEMY.

— Mibl... T0 ecTh, col03HMKM. HalmM Boiicka BolLIM B
I'epMaHHMIO ¢ ONHON CTOPOHBI, a PYCCKME — C JApPYTOii, H
B3sui bepsuH. I'MTiep nokKoHYW1 ¢ co6oil, mpexnae yeM OHM
ycneau go Hero no6parbscs. 1 Mbl cOpocwin aToMHble GOMOBI
Ha XupocuMy M Haracaxu — B TOM Xe roay SMoHLUBbI
CHOATHCh.

— AtoMHas 6omba? — nepecnpocu Kpokkep Teneps yxe
HE CepaMTo, a U3YMJIEHHO.

— Jla. OHM MNOJHOCTBIO YHHYTOXWIH o0a ropoga, —
BCNOMHHas moapobHocTH, HUK Hamesscs, 4To eMy He NpH-
OETCS B HUX BJaBaThbCA.

— A celivyac?.. — HapyllWJI BHKapWii HEJIOBKYIO nay3y,
KOrIa ero TopapHvilM cMoTpesid Ha Huka Tak, cIoBHO OH ObUI
C ApYToi#i IUIaHETHI.

— Hy, Bce npobneMsl, KOHEYHO, HE PEelIWIKCh. BoliHa B
Kopee, a teneps ew€ u Bo BreTHaMe... Mbl MPOTHBOCTOMM
3KCMaHCHH KOMMYHHCTOB. KuTali cTal KOMMyHHCTHYECKHM,
M moj KoHTposieM PoccuM BcE el€ HaXoAMTCH MONOBHHA
Fepmanun — eé BocTouyHass 4acth. Ho aMepuKaHLBI yXe
ABaXxAabl BhICAXHBAJIUCh Ha JIyHe, — eMy xoTejoch paccka-
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3aTh O MOJIOXHUTENbHBIX H3MEHEHHSAX B MUpE, @ HE O MPayHbIX
BOGHHBIX M NOJHTHYeCKMX KOHdmKrax. — M ceifyac Mbl
IUTAHMpYEM OTNpaBHThL B KocMoc cra”Huulo. Ho... 1 He Mory
pacckas3aTh BaM 060 BCcE€M, 4TO caydwnock. AHrMs... OHa
Gosbllle He UMIEPHs, U AOJITOE BpeMs B NapJaMeHTe 3alpaB-
NI TIeHOOpPHUCTEHL... OBUIM TpyAHbIEe BpeMeHa... Oe3ymHbIe
HaJIOTH H...

— Tpunuats net! Jla, 3a Takoe BpeMs1 MHOTOE 4YETo MOXET
NPOM30HTH, — KHBHY/N BHKapMii. — A BOHHEI He KOH4Ya-
0TCA...

— CkaxuTe, noxanyiicra! — Hapyunna JIMHIa HacTyIIUB-
1IyI0 BCJIel 3a ero cjJloBaMHM THIUHMHY. — Ecim Bbl npuObUIH
ciofa M3 AHIIMM, a MBI M3 wrrata Oraifo... BBl KaKMM-TO
obpa3oM mnepecektd okeaH? MM 3To BCE ogHa M Ta Xe
cTpaHa?

Bukapuii nokayaa rojioBoOi.

— Hert, reorpaduyecku 3TOT MHP BO MHOIOM CXOX C
HalruM. OTOT MaTepuK U AHIJIMA HAIIOMHHAIOT T€ AIEKUE-
JanéKue BpeMeHa, KOraa 4eJIoBeK elU€ He Havyasl ITOAYHHATH
ce6e mpupony. Ha 3TOT KOHTMHEHT Hac OOCTABWIH HalH
wieHurenyu. Tonaesko Gnaromaps MWIOCTH Boxwneit HaM yna-
nock 6exatb. C Tex mop Mbl NMbITaeMCS HAaWTH BO3MOXHOCTh
BepHYyTbcA. Tonpko Goloch, YTO B 3TOM MHpe IS HAac He
Haia€Tcsl HUKaKUX KopaGnei ana Ttakoro myrelurectsus. Ho
3TO Aojrasi M 3amyTaHHAsA MCTOpHs, M A Obl mHpeamnoyén
paccka3biBaTh €€ BaM YacTsAMH, K NIPUMEPY, 3a ppIOOi, KOTO-
PYI0 TaK BKycHO roToBUT MHccHuc Kianm. Yto Bel ckaxere Ha
3To?

Bo3MoXHO, TO, YTO BCE€ BEPHYIOCH K OGbIIEHHOM o6CTa-
HOBKe, H pa3psaawio o6cTaHOBKY. OHH yXe IpeABKYyLIAJIH
BKYCHYIO eny. A xie6, npuHecéHHbIHE HukoM, BooGuie npe-
BpallajJ Tpane3dy B pOCKOLIHOE NMHPLIECTBO.

X3aneTT noseprest GyNIOYKY B CBOMX PYyKaXx.

— Huxorna He 3Haewb, KaK MHOTO 3HayaT s Tebs
pa3sHble MEJIOYH XHM3HH, NOKA UX He JTUIIHIIbCA. X1e6 Mbl TaK
M HE CMOIJIH 34eCh Mcneyb. XoTa Muccuc Knanm u neitanacs
caenaTtbh YTO-TO C 3€MISSHBIMH OpexaMH M CeMeHaMH JHMKO-
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pacTylueil TpaBbl, noxoxeil Ha oBéc. Ho Kak Xe Xopoiuio
CHOBa OTBelaTh Hacrosulero xjae6a!

— BpI roBopwin, 4TO Bac JOCTAaBWIM CI0Ja KaK IUVIEHHH-
KoB, — HuK XxoTen y3HaTh caMoe Xyaulee U3 TOTo, YTO MOTJIO
MM YTPOXATbh.

— Ax, na. KoHe4yHo, Bac cjeayeT npeaynpeanuTb, — BHKA-
pMii IPOITIOTHII KYCOK OYNKH. — DTO NOBOJILHO 3araloYyHBbIi
MHp, U CKOJIbKO MBI HM CTapaJIiCh, Mbl TaK M HE CMOIJIH
NPOHUKHYTb B GOJILIIMHCTBO ero TaifH. Ho MBI gymaeM, 4To
OH KaKuM-TO o0pa3oM noaoOeH HallleMy, XOTS HMMEIOTCS
JOBOJIbHO cepbé3Hble oTIH4HUsi. Korga-To B MpoLuioM, HO Kak
JIaBHO — HaM He BeJOMO, BO3HMKJIA HeKasd CWia, KOoTopas
MoIJia MPOHHUKATh B HAlll MHP B OMNpENEIEHHBIX MECTaX H
YHOCUTb M3 Hero jmioaeil. B HalleM MHpe H3BECTHO OYEHb
MHOTO CJIy4aeB 3araJJOYHLIX HCYE3HOBEHHIA.

Hux xuBHy:n.

— B raserax U KHHMrax B IOCJIelHEE BpeM: yJacTHIIUCD
YIIOMMHaHHA O TaKHX ciydasx. MBI caMHM nonaiu cioga M3
MecTa ¢ NMoaoGHOro poaa pemyralueii — TaM MNponajaiu
JIOOM B TeYEHHE MHOTHX JIET.

— BoTt-BoT. A Hama uepkoBb B MUHTOH Ilapse pacnona-
rajach y BOJILLIEGHOIO XOJIMa...

— Bomue6Horo xonM? — nopaswica Huk. Yto oH xouer
3THM CKa3aTb?

— Her, Moii MasIbuMK, 1 BOBcE HE COOHpaloCh MOTYEBATh
TeOs neméBLIMH NpHbayTKaMH. Y Hac B BpuTaHuM ¢ 1aBHHX
BpeMEH M3BECTHLI TAKME MECTA, A€ HCYE3aloT JIIOAH, — XOTS
ceifyac 3TO MPUHMMAIOT KaK JiereHAsl. JIlooH, «BOJIEOHBIM»
o6pa3oM Hcye3aBLIME, WHOTIA BO3BpallaJIUCh, MOPOH Tonbl
WU JeCSATUIETHSA CIYCTSA, U PACCKA3bIBAJIM, YTO OHH NPOBEIH
HIeHb, Mecqll 6o rog B KaKOM-TO JPYIOM MHpE, — TaKHe
CIOXETB] JOBOJIBHO paclpoCTpaHEHbl B HalleM (oabKIope.

— 3HayuT, — BMeluanach JInHAa, — MbI BCE-TAKM MOXEM
BEpHYTBLCA Ha3aa! — oHa JepXana JlaHra B pykax, H, JOJDKHO
6bITh, CXana MaJeHbKOTO MECHKA CIMIUKOM CHIBHO, TIOTOMY
YTO TOT MPOTECTYIOLIEC B3BU3THYII.
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— A BOT 3TOro Mbl HE 3HaeM HaBepHAKA, — CEPhE3HO H
MeYaabHO NMPOroBOPHI BUKApHil. — Bce HallM MOMBITKM HH
K 4YeMy He mnpuBeau. H... 3a BpeMs CBOUX CKUTAHHMI MbI
JOCTATOYHAQ Yero MoBHAAIH, YTOOBI NMPEAIONOXUTb, YTO MO-
JO6GHBIE CIyYyaH CIlaceHUS WIH UCUYE3HOBEHUS KpaiHe peaKH.

JInHoa, Bcé TaKk Xe OepXa Ha pykax JlaHra, BcKo4dmia,
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ TOCTosUla, NEepeBoisl B3NS4 C OXHOIO
JMLA Ha IpYyroe, NOKa HaKOHell He OCTaHOBWIach Ha Huke.
K HeMy-TO OHa M obGpaTWiach, CJIOBHO TOJBKO €ro CJIOBA
MOTJIH TIPMHECTH €l KpoHIeYHYIO HaJleXay, YTo Obl HH rOBO-
PWIH ApYTHE.

— A THI KaK AyMaelllb, CMOXEM Mbl BEpHYTbCSI Ha3an?

OH Mor 65l conraTth €if WIH MoNnbITaThcd ycrnokouts. Ho
A3BIK He NMOBOpPAaYMBAJICS F'OBOPHTL HEMpaBaY.

— HuxkTo e1né He Bo3Bpalaicd, npoiins Koporkyio Jopo-
Iy, — €ro CJIOBa MOKAa3aJIUCh PE3KMMH JaXe €My CaMOMYy.

JIuno peBywiku 3actbuio. [IOTOM OHa CTpPeMHTENBHO IIO-
BEpHYyJach M MoLUIA NMpoyYb, YORICTpsisA war. HUK BCcKoYwiI Ha
HOTH M mobGexasn 6bUlo 32 HEeil.

— Her, — JIuHaa He omsAmbIBaNach, HO 3Hajla, YTO OH
cnenyer 3a Heii. — OcTaBb MeHsl B IIOKO€... TIPOCTO OCTaBb
MEHS B MOKOe Ha HEKOTopoe BpeMms!

M Takas pemmMocTh npos3Bydyasia B €€ cioBaX, yro Huk
OCTaHOBWICS, He 3Has, CJIEHOBaTh JIM €My 3TOMY XEJAHMIO
OEBYLUKM WIM HaCWIbHO HaBfA3aTh €ii CBOE obLiecTBO.

— JxuH, — nporosopun Xamnerr. — I[Ipocnenu, 4To6nl ¢
He# HHYero He CIYYWIOCh, MIOKAa OHA XO4YeT MOOLITh B ONMHO-
yecTtBe. I'OpbKYIO npaBay Bcerga TPYAHO NMPHHHMATh.

JleBymika u3 AHmnM npouwia MumMo Huka. OH Xe BepHy/-
CA K OCTAIbHBIM.

— Ilpocneauts, YTOOBI C HEH HHMYEro He CIYYWIOCh, —
noBTOPHWI OH. — U B 6bUTH IWIeHHMKaMH. Koro u yero Bam
npuxoaHnTcs 6osarbes? CKaXHTe yX BCE HaNpSMHK!

— Xopouo, — orto3sancs Crpayn, 40 CHX NOP HEBO3MY-
THMO X€BaBILUMH, NPUCIOHACL K OJHOMY M3 Op€BeH, M3
KOTOPBIX OBbUIO CIOXEHO 3TO XwwIMile. — MBI TYT He OAHH,
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KaK TBl, HaBepHoOe, yxxe aoranancsd. Hackonrko HaM HM3BecT-
HO, 31eCh XHUBYT TPH BUAA JIIOACH — MJIH CYLIECTB — WIH KaK
THl CaM 3aXouellb MX Ha3BaTb.

Ectp Takme Xe, KaK Mbl, TIONaBIIKME B MOXOXHE JIOBYLIKH.
M1 napy pa3 HBITAINCh C HUMM NOOOLIATbCA — BEpHee, Mbl
JyMaJii, YTO OHM TaKue Xe, KaKk Mbl. Ho OHM Hac He NMOHSIH.
B nocnenHuii pa3 310 ObUIH CONOAaThl, H OHU NIPMHSUIHCDH B
Hac crpenstb. Ho 310 ObLIM He Haluld conmaThl — OHM
NoxXoAWIH Ha KuTaitues. Ectb ewi€ 'eponsa M Te, KTO cnyina-
€T ero ¥ u3MeHgercs... [epoimi... — OH NPOroBOPII NIOCICAHEE
CJIOBO C HECKpBIBacMBIM OTBpallleHHMeM. — Bo3MoxHo, OH
6bUT 31ECh BCeraa, M 3TO ero poaHoi MHp. M oH ABHO XoYeT
Hac 3anoyyyuTh. Kak TONLKO OH pa3HIOXaeT O Bac, OH TYT Xe
SABUTCA NOMAneTb. Bc€, yro Mul 3HaeM 0 HEM, — TaK 3TO TO,
YTO €CJIH Thl MPMHHMAaEIb €r0 NPeIOXEeHU, Thl MeHAelllb-
cia. A Toraa TH yXe He MyXYHHA WIM XCHUIHHA, a YTO-TO
COBeplIEHHO HHoe. MEI HUYero He B3sU1H. M BbI He BO3bMETE,
€CJIM B BaC €CTh XOTb KaIua Onaropazymus. M ectb TpeTbu —
JleTalolie OXOTHUKM. OHHM ToXe He M3 3TOoro Mupa. Tonbko
NOSABNATCS OHM He MHaye KaK Ha cBouMX ¢naepax. JIuiup
MENBLKHET OAMH M3 HX anmnapaToB — H coobpa3uTh HHYEro He
ycrieelns, KaK Tebsd yXe noiiMaim B ceThb. S He 3Hal0, YTO OHHU
OenaloT ¢ OegoslaraMH, KOTOPBIX JIOBAT, KPOME TOIO, YTO
€axaloT B KJIETKY, KakK 3To 6bu10 ¢ HamMH. Ho HaM noBessno. B
Kopabyie, KOTOpbI Hac NepeBO3WI, YTO-TO clioMayoch. OH
ynaji, ¥ Mul cOeXasM, IIOTOMY YTO Ha Kopabne He yliesieso HU
OIHOTO WieHa KOMaHAkl. BOT Torna-1o Mbl ¥ y3HasId, YTO Hac
BBIBE3JIM M3 AHIVIUM.

— Ho abIM... BbI rOoBOpWIM 0 MpuMaHKe. YTo — WM Koro
— BBI IILITAIHUCh MOWMATh?

— Pasymeercd, He 3THX OXOTHHKOB wiu ['eponbaa, —
npopopyan Crpayn. — Her! Mb Buepa HaTKHYAMCh Ha
HECKOJBKO CJICAOB, XEHCKMX U AeTCKMX. M MBI moaymaiw,
YTO 3TO el€ oAHa Ipymnmna, ¢ KeM Mbl MOIIH Obl neperoBo-
PHUTb, He onacasch NOJYYUTb MyaI0 B 106. KoHeyHO, BCE 3TO
MOIJIO OKa3aTbCsl IYCTHIMM IpEZaMY, KO MBI NOAYMAJH, YTO
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Bpela He OyleT, ec/ii pa3BeCTH KOCTEP M NTOCMOTPETh, KTO Ha
Hero BBIMIET.

— Onu yCTaHABIMBAIOT JIOBYIUKH, — 3aMeTH1 Kpokkep. —
Mpl nogymanu, a nodyeMy Obl HaM TOXe HE TOINBITaThCS
clenaTh OOHY, HO He Ha Hux.

— Bw1 uMeere B BHAYy OXOTHHKOB? — crnpocwn Huk
HegoyMmEHHo. [Tocine pacckaza Crpayna o ¢dnacpax emy noka-
3aJI0Ch CTPaHHBIM, YTO 3TH JIIOAM 3aXOTeJIM HaBjeyb Ha ceos
TaKyl0 ONAacHOCTb.

— Her, xaxux-HHOyAb OpYTMX TaKUX Xe Opomsar, WiH
M3MEHHUBLINXCA, €CIM OHU H3MEHWINCh, a He IOSBUIUCH
TaKHMH Ha CBeT.

— Mpb1 BUIOENH... WIH OYMAIH, YTO BHAEIH, — MEIJIEHHO
nporoBopmwi HuK, — equHopora, Koraa LUIH 10 Jiecy. BTo HX
BBl Ha3bIBaeTe U3MEHMBLINMHCS?

— He coBceM, — oTBeTHN eMy BHKapHil. — Mbl BuIeaIu
MHOXECTBO CTPaHHLIX 3Bepeil, NITHI[ U CYLIECTB, B KOTOPBIX
CMelIaINCh TIpU3HaKU OBYX WiH Oosbile BuaoB. Ho oHn Ha
Hac He HamnagaioT, M Mbl TMoJjiaraeM, YTO OHH TPHHAaIIeXaT
3TOMy MHUpY. Bo3MoxHO, HHOTIa B NMPOLIUIOM OHM TMONaJax
B Halll MHp, OCTaBUB O cebGe MaMATh B JIETEHOaX M CKa3KaXx.
IToka HaM elI€ He BCTpeYaUCh APAKOHbI, HO S HE TIOPYYyCh,
YTO MIX 371€Ch HET. A U3MEHHBUINECSA — OHH C BUIY NOBOJIbHO
noxoxu Ha moaed. OHH OTIMYAKTCA JHIIb HEOONbIIMMH
‘MeoyaMH — IIpexle BCero, KOHeYHO, MX «CHWIaMH», — 3TO
JIy4liiee CJI0BO, YTO6BI 0603HAYUTh HX CIIOCOOHOCTH, — KOTO-
prie BblnaoT ux. Hapon XonMoB odeHb crap.

— Mpu1 o6biuHO HOepxuMcad Ommke K Jecy, — Crpayn
KMBHYJI Ha CTOSIBLIME CTEHOM AcpeBbsl B HECKOJBKHX lIarax
OT HUX, — NIOTOMY YTO (pJlacpbl HE MOTYT CITYCTHThCA Tyda 3a
Hamu. Tak 4YyTo MBI He TaK yX MHOIo HX Buaeau. OHH
BO3HHUKAIOT, KaK BOJIHBI — TO HebOO IOJIHBIM-TIONHO MX, TO
BooOiie HeT. U moka MBI AepXuMcS TOJaIble OT TOpPOMIOB,
Mbl B 6e3omacHocTH. JIeTyHbl HeHaBHUASAT ropojia M MbITaloTCs
GOMOUTL HX.

— He 6oM6uTs, st xe roBopwn BaM, CTpaya! — B3opsayics
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Kpokxep. — OHH He cOpachiBaloT 60M0. B cymtHocTH, g He
NOHHMMAIO, YTO OHH TaM JEJalOT... XOTd HX NOsBJIeHHE O3Ha-
YaeT YTO-TO Bpoae Han€ra. Yero 6 OHH HHU JOOMBAJIUCH,
HHKaKHX NMoTepb Mbl He 3aMedyand. B ropone Ge3omacHo.

— JIna TeX, KTO XO4YeT M3MEHMThCSl, — 3aMeTHWIa MUCCHC
Knann. — Ho MBI He XOTHM.

Y Huxka rojsosa uuia kpyroM. Iloxoxe, Xu3Hb 30eCh TOXe
JIOBOJIBHO CJIOXHAasd LUTyKa, KaKk H B €ro COGCTBEHHOM MHpe,
CO BceMHM ero mnpoGjeMaMH H ONMAacCHOCTSAMH. BTH JIIOOM,
JepxXach BMeCTe, NpOABWIM OOJBIIYI0 TBEPAOCTH AyXa H
pemmnTensHOCTh. HecoMHeHHO, eMy M JIMHAE KPYTIHO NMOBE3-
JIO, YTO OHH BCTPETHIHNCH ¢ HUMH. YTo, ec/H GBI MM NIPHULIUIOCH
TyT OnyXnaTh B OQHHOYECTBE, HHYEIro He IoJo3peBast O
IPO3AIIMX UM OTNACHOCTSX?

OH nomnbITasICs BLIPA3UTh CJIOBAMH CBOIO PajoCTh IO MO-
BOAY 3TOro nojapka cyAs0bl, H BHKAPHil MATKO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Moii MaJB4YMK, TYT MHOIO€ 3aBHCHT OT TeOsl caMoro.
Tebe ynanoch CripaBHThCSI C CHTyallME#, OT KOTOPO# BIIOJIHE
MOT NIOMYTHMTLCS paccyloK. Mbl GbUIH CBHIETENIMH NeYalb-
HOTIO KOHILIa 4YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPbIi TaK M He CMOT IIPHHSATH CBOE
nepeHeceHe ciofa. DT0 HEOOXOAMMO IPOCTO NMPHHSTH.

Huxk yBunen, kak no 6epery Ilotoka Bo3Bpaiuaiorcs JIuH-
na U OJxuH. Tak MHOro Bcero NpoM30LUIO 3a MocJeaHee
BpeMs. [JefcTBUTEIbHO JIH OH MPHHSUI BCE TO, O YEM paccKa-
3a1 X3IJ1€TT, WIH BCE 3TO NMPOCTO KAKOH-TO Oe3yMHBLIi COH,
OT KOTOPOIo OH HHMKAaK He€ MOXeET Oo4HyTbcs? Hactymur ju
BpeMs, Koraa Bc€ Nmpoucxoasilee oOpYLIMTCS Ha Hero, Kak
obpyurwiocs Ha JIMHmy, U eMy NpUAETCA NPHUMHUPHUTHCA C
TEM, YTO KaXeTcsA COBEplLIeHHLIM Ge3ymHeM?

I'naea wemeepmasn

CHapyxH rpoxoTaji, He YMoOJKasl, JuBeHb. OH HayaJjcs ¢
3axoja CoJHIA M BcE eln€ wen. HuK caeiman posHoe AbIxa-
HHe YCHYBLIMX BOKPYT HEro JIIOdeil B 3TOii, cTaBlLIEH Tenepb
coBceM TecHoM, xwkuHe. Ho eMy HHMKaK He yaaBajloch yc-
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HYTb, H OH MPOCTO JieXaJl Y caMoii ABEepH, Il B TEMHOTY
M MPHUCTYLIHBAsCh.

DTH cTpaHHBIE 3BYKHM BIEpPBbIEe NOCHBILIATACh HEKOTOpOE
BpeMs Ha3ajl, eBa yJOBHMbIe H Ja€KHe. Ho OHU NMpHUBIEKIH
€ro BHMMaHHE H Tenepb OH HANPSKEHHO NMPHUCTYLIMBAICA K
HHUM, H30 BCEX CIJI MLITAACh OTACIHMTH JAIEKYIO MEJIOAMIO, TO
coBceM cabylo, To 6Goslee ABHYIO, OT Xyp4yaHbsl [loToka M
LIyMa AOXIs.

HHK HHMKaK He Mor pa3o6paTh, YTO Xe 3TO TAKoe — TEHHE
WIH NPOCTO My3bIKa, OH He ObUI JaXe yBepeH, YTO OHa He
CMOJIKaJIa MO KaKoi-To NMpHYHMHE, a NOTOM BHOBb Ha4YHHa-
Jlach, eJie CJbIlHas, AajéKai... BieKyluas... [loromy yto yem
60Jibllle OH MPHCITYLIHBAJICA, TeEM CHJIbHEE €ro OXBaThIBAIO
XeJlaHUe, HEOOXOAUMOCTb OTBETUTb Ha 3TOT 30B, OPOCHTBCA
BepéA B OOXIOb, BO TbMY HOYH, B CaMOe cepAlie 3TOro
BpaxIaeOHOoro xpas.

Hexwoe... THXOe... HO HHOIIA COBEpPLIEHHO OTYETIMBOE
nenre. HUKy BpeMeHaMM Ka3ajlloCh, YTO OH YXe€ IIOYTH
pa3MyaceT cjIoBa. A KOIa 3TO BCE-TaKM CIYYHIOCh, BCE
BHYTPH HEro 3alypJIWio OT BO30OyXIeHHSA, OH eBa CIepXH-
Ban ceds. bexarb... B Y4epHOTY HOYH... OTBETHTb...

Hux npucen, ydyali€HHo ablma, oyaro yxe 6exan. Ilosaau
Hero KTo-TO 3allleBeJIICH.

— Jlopenesi... — OTYETIIMBO H THXO MpoulenTan X3aNeTT.

— Jlopenest, — nosropui Huk u criiotHyn. OH He NMoMaéT,
He peliuTcs YHUTH. UyBCTBO OCTOPOXHOCTH, MOPOXIAEHHOE
€ro HHCTMHKTOM CaMOCOXPaHEHHs, MOChUIAJIO €My TPEBOX-
HBlif Npeaymnpexnalomui curiain... OH He pelajicd YWTH.

— 3DTa necHs 3a4apoBbIBACT, — MPOJOJDKWI BUKAapHii, —
KaxeTcs, 1oxab H poxnaet e€. nu xe 6nusocts Boasl. Bor
YTO Thl JOJDKEH YCBOUTb KpPEINKO-HAKpENnKo: KaKas-TO 4acTh
obuTaTenei aToro Kpas no6poxenaTebHO WM Ge3pa3inyHO
HaCTPOEHBI 110 OTHOLIEHHIO K HaM, JPYTHE Xe& — CMOTPAT C
BpPaXIeOHOCTbIO U 4YEpPHOH 371060i. A ecTb M TaKHe, KTO
BoIUIoLIaeT B cebe cyuiee 3510. U nockonbKy HEU3BECTHO, KTO
M3 HHUX KaK Hac BCTPETHMT, Mbl AOJLKHBI ObITh NOCTOSIHHO
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Hactopoxe. Ho mnpo Jlopeneio Mbl 3HaeM — Mbl BHAEIH
OCTaHKH TOTO, K€M OHa... MuTanack. Ho TonbKo 310 He mwioTh
M KpOBb — OHa IHTaeTcs XW3HeHHoH cwioi. To, yro
ocTaércs mocjie Heil, — mycras obonoyka. M Bcé xe e
3aMaHHUBAIOLIUI 30B CTOJIb CWIEH, YTO AaXe 3Hasd, K YeMy 3TO
MOXeET NPHBECTH, YeJIOBEK MIAET Ha HETo.

— Hounmalo, noyemy, — Txo oTBeTH Huk. Ero mansitsl
TaK KpENnKo CXaJHMCh B KYyJaKM, YTO HOITH, XOTS U obpe3aH-
Hble, BOH3WINCH B JIAIOHb: elI€ Koraa X34/1eTT TOBOpHJ, 3TOT
3BYK ycwwics. U reneps, YyBCTBYs, KaK B HEM pacTET CTpax,
OH MOAHEC NajbUbI K ylIaM, YTOOBI 3aDTyIUHTb MEJIOAMIO.

Huk He 3HaJl, CKOJIBKO OH CHAeN TaK, U NMPOAODKal JH
BUKapHit 6eceny ¢ HUM. Ho HakoHeln OH YpPOHWI DyKH H
OCMeNWICS BHOBb NPHCIIYLIAThCA: HHYEro, KpoMe Hyma Jo-
Xaa U pydbsa. Co B3IOXOM OOJIerYeHUs] OH CHOBA YJIErcad Ha
Ky4e CyXMX JINCThEB, H3 KOTOPBIX COCTOSUIa €ro IocTejb. A
NOTOM YCHYJI H eMy npuMcHWIcA coH. Ho ckonbp Obl Hu
Ka3aJIoCh BaXHBIM NMPOHCXOAMBLIEE BO CHE, NMPOOYAHBLINCS,
OH TaK H He CMOT €ro BCIIOMHHTb.

Ilocnenyiomne nBa JHS OHU NMPOBEJH, CJIOBHO BhlEXalH Ha
OOBIYHBIN MUKHHK 32 NOpoll, @ HE OKA3AINCh B MECTHOCTH, HE
TPOHYTOI1 PYKO# 4YejloBeKa, rie He oOpabaTeIBasach 3eMJisi M
He 6bUI0 HUKAKUX Aopor. Priba xopolo JIoBWIach, CO3peiH
srofsl U K TOMYy Xe€ 3[eChb POCJI0O MHOXECTBO 3JIAKOBBIX
PacTeHMii, TOXOXHX Ha 3€PHOBble KYyALTYphHl HMX POIHOIO
MHpa, U HX 3€pHA MOXHO ObUIO ynoTpe6nars B nuuyy. Huk
y3HaJl, YTO XWDKMHA y peKM He ObUla NMOCTOSSHHOM 06a3oii
aHTIMYaH; Jajibliie K CeBepy Y HUX MMeJiach meluepa, KoTo-
PYIO OHM CYMTAIM cBoeil WTaG-kBapTHpoil. Celyac OHHM
COBepllaJiM pa3BelbIBaTe/IbHYIO BhbUTazKy. Ha BTOpOii AeHb
Huxy mo xomnacy ymanoch BbiBecTH Crpayaa u Kpokkepa
0o6paTHO K JIXMHITY.

— IlpuiuyHag MallMHa, — YIIOJTHOMOYEHHBIN IrpaXnaHc-
KoOii 06OpOHBI C coXajleHHeM orsaen Be3gexon. — Ho us
TaKHMX THCKOB €€ He BbI3BOJIMTb.

‘Hux npsaMukom HampaBWICS K Tpy3y, COCTOSABLIEMY M3
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SALIMKOB TNpPOXJAAUTENIbHLIX HanmUTKOB U AbIHb. Ho kTOo-TO
WIH 4YTO-TO yXe€ ycIleJl noOniBaTh 31ech A0 HuX. M pocra-
JlIach JIMIIb napa pa3OHTBIX OY1bUIOK.

— XKanp, — npokommeHTHpOBaN Ctpaya. — Her xots 651
NOJUIMTpa BUCKM, MBI OB C YIOBOJBLCTBHEM BHIMWIM ero. Uro
ckaxelub, bappu, — KTo TyT mopsuics Ao Hac?

IIiwroT ocMaTpHBaJI MOKPLITYIO JIMCTHSMH 3€MJII0 BOKPYT
3aXaTOro CTBOJIAMHM JXKWIIA.

— Boruuku... a1 651 cka3an, apmeiickue. HaBepHoe, 310 TE
kuTaiiupl. OHH BIMOJIHE MODIM CHYCTHThCA cioga. Ho arto
CIIydWIOCh BYepa paHHHUM BeYyepoM, MoXeT ObITh, Imocie
NOJyAHSA, — OH CHIAEJ Ha KOPTOYKaX, ITOKa3bIBas BETOYKOMH,
YyTO TIpOYHMTAN Ha 3eMJie. — A 34ech NpPOWIEN MyTJIMBEll,
OTNeYyaTKH ero Jianbl BHOHBI MOBepX cieaa GOTHMHKA, a 3TH
XHBOTHBIE HE BBIXOIAT A0 TEMHOTHI. OcTaioch e1l€ XOThb YTO-
HHOYIb rogHOe B MalllHHe?

Ctpayn oOBICKMBAJI [IXMN CO 3HAaHMEM Jejla OIBITHOIO
BOPHIIIKH.

— PeMOHTHBII Habop, — OH pa3BepHYJl HaleHHbIH MOJ
CHIeHHeM CBEPTOK M YBHAEJ TaM [Ba TaeyHBIX KiIo4a H
ApYyTHe MHCTPYMEHTHl. — Bpone Bcé.

Huxk crosn Bosne nepeBa, B KOTOpoe YTKHYJICS IXHII, KaK
pa3 TaM, rae paHblie npoxogwia Koporkas Jopora. OnHako
Tenepsb 34ech, B JieCcy, B 3TO MPOCTO HE BEPMHIOCH.

— Yto Xe BBI3BAJIO 3TO... Hallle NepeMelueHHue cioga? —
CIIPOCWJI OH, XOTsl M He OXMK1ajJ OTBETa.

Crpayn, He CKpbIBasA yAOBJIETBOPEHMS OT CBOeii HaXOAKH,
CHOBa 3aBEpPHYJ MHCTpyMeHThI.. [IoToM mocMoTpen Ha Maib-
YHKa.

— A caywan Kak-To JEeKUHIO... O TOM, YTO B HallleM MUpe
BCEM ABUIAIOT 3JIEKTPOMarHUTHbIe CWIbL. TOT y4€HBIit yTBep-
XKJaJl, YTO BCe Mbl — JIIOAH, XMBOTHbBIE, AE€PEBbs, PACTCHHS,
BCE-BCE — Ha CaMOM JeJie NPOCTO 3IEKTPOMAarHUTHBIE MpH-
6opbl, ¥ Mbl KaKMM-TO 06pa3oM cO30aéM KolebaHUA 3THX
nosieii. OnHaKo GOJNILIMHCTBO M3 HAaC AaXe He JoraablBaeTcs
06 3TOM. A NOTOM OH eLU€ FOBOPHII, YTO Mbl HCNOJIb3yeM BCE
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Oonpliie U GoJble 3JCKTPHYECTBA B XHU3HH, H UYTO Teleph
HEKOTOpbie HeOOJIbIINE IITYKOBHHBI, BPOAE PaAHONPHEMHH-
KOB, MOTYT BBIOPDOCHTDb — JaXe CIy4yaliHO — TaKoii MOLIHbIH
NMOTOK 3HEpPryuH, YTO TOT MOXET OCTAHOBHTb ropasno Gonee
KPYTNHBIH HCTOYHHUK 3Hepruu. OH Nnpeaynpexnai, YTo Mbl 6e3
BCSKOH OCTOPOXHOCTH HCIOJIb3yeM CHJIbl, KOTOphIE N0 KOH-
Lla caMHM He NMOHHMaeM, M OJHAXAbl 3TO MOXET NMPHBECTH K
6onpio kKatactpode. Bo3MoxHOo, B TeXx MecTaX, OTKyda
JIOAM CIoZa NMOMafgaloT, HMEHHO 3TO ¥ NPOMCXOAUT. Bukapmii
MHOTIO OyMaeT 00 3TOM M OJHAaXAbl OH 0OCYXOaJl C HAMH 3Ty
npooiemy.

— Ho Beap MBI mosb3yeMcs 37€KTPHYECTBOM BOT yXe
NOYTH CTO JIET, a JIOAHU MCYe3aIM TaKMM OOpa3oM M paHblIe.
IlpyyéM Ha 3TOM Xe caMoM Mecte, — HuK ykasan Ha
3aXKaTblii JepeBbsIMH JIXHUII. — Y HAc eCTh 3aIMCH 00 Hcye3-
HOBEHMH B 3TOM paiiOHe ojeil emé co BpeMEH IEpBBIX
NoceJIeHLIEB — CTO CEMBIECAT JIET Ha3an. A €C/lIM BEPHTH
BallleMy BUKApHIO, TO M B Ballleif cTpaHe 3TO HA4aJoCh Kyaa
paHbllle B NPOLUIOM.

Crpayn noxain IUie4aMH.

— He 3Halo, KaKk 3TH JoByuiku pabotaior. Ho Mbi-TO
3ech, He Tak Ju? U no Bceil BATMMOCTH, OCTaHEMCS 3[€Ch,
MOCKOJIBKY MbI HE MOXeM Tepecedb oKeaH. Jla ¥ YTO Kacaert-
cs Teos1, oy, Bestuka M Hagexna, YTo Thl HAMAEILb qOpory
JOMOM?

Huk nokauan ronosoii. TBEpmasa Kopa JepeBa, KOTOPOro
OH Kacajicid, KAapTHHa, NpeAcTaBluas INepel ero Ija3aMi,
yrBepXIaaiu Hactosulee. HukTo n3 ucuesnysunx Ha Kopot-
Koii Jlopore Tak 40 CHX TNOp M He Bo3BpaTwicia. Y1 BHe3amHoe
OCO3HaHME 3TOr0 BAPYT OOpyWIWIOCh Ha Hero, Kak Iepeln
3TMM Ha JIunay. EMy 3axorenoch KpudaTth, yOexXaTb Kyaa-
HHUOYNb, 1aTh BBIXOJ OXBATHBLIEMY €TI0 YXacy B KAKOM-HHOYIb
dusnyeckom aeiictun. Ho noyeMy-1o oH He nocMmel, roTo-
My 4TO ObUI yBEepeH, YTO INOTepsii OH ceyac KOHTPOJb Hal
co6oii, ¥ HHUKOrga Gosbllle OH HE CMOXET AepXaTh cebs B

PYKax.
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Ero manbusl BOH3WIMCh B Kopy AepeBa. Her — oH He
3aKpUYHT, OH HE CA0Maemcs.

OT axuna xKoHéccd Kakoi-To pe3kuii 3ByK. Ctpayn pac-
macTanca Ha cuaeHbe, Kpokkep OBICTpPO yman Ha 3eMiIio. A
HHuK cTosin KaK HMCTyKaH, HMYero He noHumasd. M 1yt oH
yBHAE ONHY IITYKOBHHY, JieXaBloylo Ha 3emiie. Konbé... Ux
atakyior! OH npunan K 3emie, Hla YKpLITHE.

Hux npucaymupaics, oXuaas HOBYIO aTaKy. ¥ Hero He
OBUIO HMKAKOTO OpYXHsd, AaXe KAMHs, YTOObI 3allIHIIATLCA.
TummHa 6bU1a NONMHOIM, He OBUIO CJIBLILIHO HU KPHKOB ITTHILL,
HU wwenecta nucTheB. Y Crpayna m Kpokkepa ecTh XOThb HX
POraTKM — HO Kakasl OT HUX 3IeChb MOXET ObITh nosb3a?

Hux ocMorpen kxonbé. OHO OCTaBWIO BMSITHHY B Goky
mxuna. OH Mmor 3to BuaeTh. Ho HuK coBepiieHHO He
pa3bupaicsa B 3TOM opyxuHu. Ha nepBbiii B3r1sa ApeBKoO ObUIO
KOpode, YeM, IO €ro NpeacTaBIeHHSAM, AODKHO GbUIO OBITH.
HakoHeYHHUK cZieflaH U3 MeTajUla, YeThIPEXTrpaHHbIH. OH HU-
Yero He 3HaJl 06 3TOM NEepBOGLITHOM OPYXMH, HO MOLYMal,
YTO OHO He NPHHAIJIEXHUT aMEPUKAHCKUM MHAEH1IaM — eClH
TOJILKO B 3TOM MHpE AEHCTBHUTENIbHO GpoasaAT HHACHIIbI:

Koneé, THmmMHa... Huk BApyr 3aMeTwi, YTo mNbITaeTcs
OBILIATh KAK MOXHO THlIEe. 3TO OXHAAHHE... KOTIa Xe Ha HUX
Hananyr? U orkyna, ¢ kakoit ctopoHb? UX MoIiH K 3TOMY
BpPEMEHH NOJNHOCTbIO OKpyXUTh. [To crinHe npobexancs xo-
JIOOOK, CJIOBHO OH ObUI OOHaX€H H B JIOOOH MOMEHT €lué
ONHO KOTbE MOIJIO BOH3HUTLCHA B €TI0 TEJIO.

On He Bugen HH Crpayna (XOTOpDHIM, HNOJIXHO GBITH,
npuxancs K nony mxuna), Hu Kpokkepa. ITunor, HaBepHoe,
NpOLIENT CNELHMATbHYIO NOATOTOBKY B BSACHHHM NONOOHOTIO
pola 6oeBbIX NEeHCTBUH, HEIapOM OH TaK OBICTPO pacruliac-
Tasicsa Ha 3emyie. Hy ¥ YyT0 manblie: MpocTo JieXXaTh W XIaTh
CMEPTH, YTO NMPHUAET HECNBILIHO WA B JMKHX BOIULIX aTaky-
JIOLIMX BparoB?

Bo pty y Huka nepecoxno, a pyxu NOKpbUIHCH TIOTOM, TaK
YTO €MY 3aXOTEJIOCh BLHITEPETh HX O pyballiKy, HO OH He cMen
noieBenuTbesa. Yero Xayr epazu?
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Ho Tyt THIIHHY Hapywwio To, 4yero Huk oxmaan ycnsi-
LIaTh MEHbllIE BCEro, — CMexX.

Tak 3HayHMT, Bpar HacTOJBKO YBEpPeH B cebe, YTO Jaxe
cMeétca?! Ot 3Toi MBICIM OH 3a0bUT MpO CTpPaxX, B HEM
BCNBIXHYN rHeB. HeyXenu M 3T0 H B caMOM AeJie CMeUIHO?

CMex npexpaTwics, H CMESABLIHIACS BHIKPHKHYJ YTO-TO Ha
HENOHATHOM s3biKe. TpeOoBaHHe caaBaThcsl, NMepedyHCIIeHUe
TOro, YTO C HUMH CI€JIaloT, KOrAa 3axBaTAT B IUIeH? BnonHe
BO3MOXHO, HO HH OJMH M3 CIIYTHUKOB HHkKa He oTo3Baics.
OH MoT TOJIBKO CJIeIOBaTh UX NIpUMEpY, HallesCh, YTO NPUOO-
PETEHHLII MMM ONBIT MOMOXET U €My NpoAepXaTbCs Cpeau
MECTHBIX ONACHOCTEM.

H cHoBa cMex, Tuxuii, s3BUTeNbHbIN... Ho 3Byyana iu B
HEM yrpos3a? Iloxanyil, HeT — cKopee, B HEM CJbILIANACh
usneska. M ot atoro Ha ayme Huka HeMHOro moserdaio.
Ilo3ToMy OH He YIMBWICS, KOTrJa ¢ HUMH CHOBAa 3arOBOPWIH,
Teneph yXe Ha MX POAHOM SI3bIKe:

— BrixoauTe, apoxaiiye or cTpaxa jiogu! Bel, HaBepHoe,
pewiwiy, yTo Ha Bac Hanand Cwanl Tembl? PazOexanuchs u
NOMNpSATaJIHUCh — TAaK-TO BbI IPUBETCTBYETE HAC, Bbl, IPULIE-
e Ha Hally 3eMII0 He3BaHHbIMH? 3abbUlM O NpaBWwiIax
Xopollero ToHa?

Huk yBugen, xkak Ctpaya BbIOHpaeTcsi U3 CBOEIO yOexXM-
wa. ITo Bceil BUAMMOCTH, YNOJTHOMOYEHHBIH rpaXaaHCKOM
06OpOHBI pellI, YTO BOMNPOLIAIOLIWH He NPHYMHHUT MM
HHKAaKoIo BpeAa, WIM Xe HacTynmwio nepemupue. Kpokkep
TaKKe NOAHsUICA Ha Hord, Huk co cTeiIoM nmpucoequHWwiIcA
K HUM, NO-MpeXHeMy He YBepeHHbIH B cBOoei 6e30macHOCTH.

OH yxe Hayajn ObUIO 3aaBaTbCsi BONMPOCOM, KAKOH Xe
MOXeT OBIThb LieJIb MX HEeBUAMMOIo NMPOTHBHHUKA, KOrAa JocTa-
TOYHO AaJIEKO OT HHX B 3¢MJII0 BOH3WIOCh HOBOE KONBE, YTO
MOIJIO CJIYXHTb NpeaynpexacHUeM H 3HEpTHYHEIM cooblue-
HHEM O IIpUXOAeC.

— Ms1 xaéM, — B rojioce Ctpayna IBHO YyBCTBOBAJIOCh
pasapaxeHHe. HMK Mor noBepHTb, YTO YTOJHOMOYEHHDIH
rpaxnaaHCcKoif 060poHbBI AOCAA0BaJl HA OXBATHUBIUMI MX nepen
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3THM HCIYyT, Ho HMK cumTan, yro B 3TOH CcTpaHe Bcerma
JIy4llle BECTH ce0si OCTOPOXHO.

— BOHCTHHY HMKAaKOH YYTHBOCTH, — TMPOLOJDKW/ HEBM-
JUMBI NMPOTMBHUK. — 3HAYMT, BBl XIETE. A 4YTO, €CJIM MBI
TeM BpeMEHEM BO3BeléM CTEHY OXWIaHMsA, OKpyXas Bac, H
BbI OKaXeTeCh KakK Obl 3anepThIMH B KJIeTKe? — Tenephb rojioc
ToXe 3By4aJl pe3Ko.

Hux BcMaTpuBasicss B CTOPOHY, OTKyIa, Ka3ajloch, JOHO-
CWICS TOT rojioc. Mexny MacCHBHBIMH JepeBbsIMH He ObUIO
nojyiecka, HO TOBOPHMBLINIA MOT YKPBIBAaThCsl 3a JIIOOBIM CTBO-
oM. HUK He BuIen HMKAKOIo JBIDKCHHA.

Crpayn moxas IUuiedaMu.

— S He 3Hal0, KTO BBl WIH 4TO Bbl? BBl MbITaNNCh HAMacTh
Ha Hac... — OH TNpPHHHMMal OYEeBMAHBIE YCWIHS TOBOPUTH
CNOKOWHO M GoJbllie He pa3ApaxaTh crpsATaBuierocsi. — Mel
BLILIUTH — M TeTlephb XOH 3a BaMM.

— Xog, xoa, xon! — NOBTOPWJI rojioc ellé 6oJjiee IPOMKO.
— Hrpa — kxoconanvie Opomsiru xenaior urpats? Ilpa-
BWIBHO?

OTKyaa-To BADPYT NMOSBWICH CBETALUMICA 1Iap U TOYTH
xocHyncsa Crpayna, 3aTeM OCTAHOBHJICA M Hadajl TIPHIraTh
BBEPX-BHHM3 BOKPYT HEro B IMKOM TaHILIE. YTIOJJHOMOYEHHBIM
rpaXnaaHCKO#i 060POHBI CTOST HENOABIZKHO, 6€3BOJILHO OMyc-
TMB pyku. OOHako OH MOpPrHyJ, KOIraa liap 4yTh GBUIO HeE
6pocuiicst eMy B JIMLIO, XOTS JAaXe He MBITAJICI YKIOHUTLCH OT
3TOi OBICTpOM MMMTALIMM aTaKH.

— Krpa — Torna urpaii, 6ponsra! HaGepuch Myxecrsa H
urpaii! — 1ap 3aMeTasncs, TaK YTO CTaJIO MOYTH HEBO3MOXHO
YCIEAUTDh 32 HUM.

BHe3anHo oH oTckouwa oT CTpayAa U TakK Xe yrpoxarolle
cTran Hamanatb Ha Kpokkepa, KOTOpBIH TOXeE CTapaTeJbHO
u3obpaxan u3 cebs GeccrpacTHOoro Habmonarensa. Tenepn
map ObICTPO, OO psAGHM B INa3aX, MEHSUI CBOIO OKPacKy —
3eJE€HBIA, CHHUH, XENThIi, (GHONIETOBBIN LIBETA, CO BCEMH HX
noxyroHaMH. OfHaKo B MeNbTelIEHHH He ObUIO HM KpPacHo-
ro, oTMeTW1 Mnpo ce6s HUK, HY OTTEHKOB XEITOr0, HY YHCTO
6enoro.
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— Tak Bbl He xotuTe urpath? C BaMHM Helb3d Aaxe
nopasBieydncsi, Opoasaru! — 1uap oTieTeN Ha3ad M NMPHUHSIICH
TIOATIPLITHBATh BEPTHUKAILHO BBEpX-BHH3 Ha HEKOTOPOM pac-
CTOSIHHH OT HMX. Ero cMsiHHe YCWINIOCH H CIWIOCH B € TMHBIH
CBETALIMICA CTOJIO, KOTOPBIA NMPONOIXal CTOATh B BO3OYyXeE,
KOTJa caM lap yXe Hcyes.

ITocne yero cTon6 cBera 3aMepual, Kak obgysaeMoe ILIa-
MS CBEYM, U Ha €ro MecTe OCTajicS MaJleHbKHH YeJloBeyek.
Iloxanyit, oH He nocturan Huky mo rwied gaxe KOHYHKOM
Topyalllero Ha LIUIANE Iepa, APOXaBUIEro OT MaJcHllero
OBrXeHHsA. TeM He MeHee OH BBIIVIALEN BIIOJIHE B3POCJIBIM
Myx4mnHoIi. JIu1Lo y Hero 6bU10 I0HOE, 6e3 MOPILUMH, U BCE Xe,
IIOd Ha Hero, BO3HHUKAJIO OLUYLLEHHE, YTO OH yXe IPOXHJI
MHOIO-MHOTO JIET, M BCEé eMY IaBHO HacKy4ywio. OH 6bU1 ofieT
B Onekino-3enéHble, LBETa JIMCTBBI, OpMIKH M oOJeraiouiue
BBICOKME CaIlorM TOTO Xe€ 1[BETa, 3aMETHBIE TOJIHKO IO LIHPO-
KUM OTBOPOTaM TIOJIEHHULI.

Ero TyHuka co LIHypOBKOI#i criepey Toxe ObLia 3eJIEHOTO
LBeTa U 0e3 pPYKaBOB, OTKPbIBasl MaJIcHbKHE MYCKYJIHMCThIE
pyxu. lIIHypoBKa, 3aTeiiiMBad NpsDKKA HA peMHE M 3aCTEXKa
Ha IUiaille, cBo60AHO HAOpOIUIEHHOM Ha IUIed0, CHSUTH 30J10-
TOM.

A BOT IUTall] TOpPEJT aJIbIM I[BETOM, C 3€JIEHBIMHU MOJIOCKAMH,
M uumna Obula Takoro e uBera. IlpexpacHble BoJIOCHI,
HHUCMNagad Ha IUIeYH, CBETWIHCh, OKDYXas €ro ToJIOBY CHSIO-
LIUM OpeoJioM. Y Hero ObUIM KpacHBbBIE YepThI Jivua, Ho Huk
3aMETHI Yepecuyp GOJIbHINE OCTphbIE YIIM, KOTOPbIe TOpYaIU
H3-T10J 3aY€CaHHBbIX Ha3ajd BOJIOC.

3aBepluanH aMyHHIUIO KOPOTKHif Me4 Wid IJTMHHBIA HOX,
3aCYHYThIi B HOXHBI Ha NOSICE, a B pyKe — BTOpPO€ KOIBE,
JBOMHYK NEPBOIo, JIEXaBLIETO Ha 3eMJie PSIOM C AXHUIIOM.
Ha nuue 4enoBeuka wurpajo 3no6Hoe Becenbe. Ho oH He
NPOM3HEC HM CJIOBA, a TOJBKO, CJIOXHB Iyosl, CBUCTHYI. U
yXe 3aTe€M 3a ero CIMHOM NPOU3OLUIO KaKoe-TO ABUXEHHeE,
OT JIepeBLEB OTAEIMINCh HESACHBIC TEHM M BLICTYTIWIM BIie-
pén.
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XoTa mepBrlif He3HaKOMell M ObUI NMOXOX Ha YesloBeKa,
NnpaBia, MaJIcHbKOIO, 3aTO B OTpsiic, KOTOPbIA OH BO3IJIaB-
JIsU1, He 6BUTO HHUKOTIO JJaXXe OTAAIEHHO IMOX0XEro Ha YeJIOBEKA.
3neck ObLT HEYKTIOXMIA MeXBelb, YCEBIUUICA Ha 3aJHHUE
Jlambl, pasMaxuBas NepeIHHMMH B Bo3ayxe nepeln coboit
CBECMB KPaCHBIH A3LIK MEXIY OTPOMHBIMHU KIbLIKaMH. Psmom
CBEpHY/ach MITHUCTasd KOLIKA... XOTA OTKyIa B3AThCS JI€O-
napay B 3ToM Jiecy? Drux xuBoTHbIX HuK Ge3 Tpyna y3Hal...
Ho BoT YTO KacaeTcs OCTalbHbIX...

Kak, HanpuMep, Ha3BaThb CYNMIECTBO C NSITHHUCTHIM TEJIOM
KOIIKM, YbM YEThIpe JIallbl OKAHYMBAIOTCS KOMNBLITAMH, C CO-
6aybeil roJIOBOM ¢ ABYMS OrpOMHBIMHM KJIBIKAMH, H BOo6aBOK
C M3rHbalolIMMHCS POraMH NMpSAMO Haj OOJBLIMMM NPOH3HU-
TEJIbHBIMHM IJIa3aMH TNOJ JIOIIAAWHOH IpuBOii? A psagoM —
elE OAMH 3Bepb, KOTOPLIH YeM-TO HaNOMMHaJl BOJIKa, C
TOJIOBOM, OoJibllie IMOXOOMBILIEH Ha JIMCBIO, H C H3SLIHBIM
TEJIOM U OrPOMHBIMM IepeAHHMMM IITHUYBHMH JIaMaMM, XOTH
3aflHMeE JIAIThl ¥ ITyLIHCTBIN XBOCT OLUTH BIIOJIHE HOpPMAaJILHELIE,
€CJIM YTO-TO B TAaKOM CYIIECTBE MOXHO OXapaKTepH30BaTh
noaoGHBIM 0O6pa3oM.

Bce yerBepo CHIENM COBEpPIIEHHO CIOKOWHO, IMlaza HX
Gnecrenu, gaxe y MeBeasl B 3pa4yKax CBEpKaJl KPaCHbIM CBET,
M BHHMareJIbHO Habmonaiy 3a TpeMs JIOAbMH, HaXOXHBUIK-
MHCSl BO3JIe JXHIIA.

— Bu1 BuauTE, — MaNeHBKMIA YeNTOBEK M3SIIHBIM ABIDKE-
HMEM pyKHM OOBEN CBOMX CIyTHUKOB, MMEBLIMX KOILITA,
KOITM M Jianbl, — HAllM CWIbL. A Tenepb Mbl NPOCHM Bac
NMOKUHYTh 3TO MECTO. 5TO HalllK BAaNeHUs, a Bl HE CIIpalili-
BQJIM Halllero II03BOJICHUSI BOMTH.

K cBoeMy coGcTBeHHOMY yaubieHHI0 HukK BOpyr 3aroso-
pwL

— Ha camoM zmene MpI BoBce He XOTEJIM NOTPEBOXHTD Bac.
Msl nonanu ciofa NMOMHMO CBOeil BOJIM, — OH YKa3ald Ha
Jkun. — Mbl exannm mo gopore B HallleM MHpe... a B
CNAEOYIOIIMHA MUI — MBI NIOYEMY-TO OKA3aJIUCh BOT 3/ECh.

ManeHbKHit 4eIOBEK MepecTan HaCMEUUTHBO yibibaThes. B
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CYIIHOCTH, €ro JIMLIO YTPaTWIO BCsiKoe BbipaxeHHe. OH npo-
TSAHYJ BNEPEA PYKY, H KOIbE, KOTOpoe OH Opocu1 paHblle,
OTOPBAJIOCH OT 3eMJIH, NOAJIETENO K HEMY, a 3aTeM aKKypaTHO
JIETJIO PEBKOM B J1aloHb. Ec/iM OH M caenan Kakoi-To 3HaK
cBOMM ToBapuulaM, To Huk He Buzaen stroro. OxHako Bce
YeThIpEe CTPAHHBIX XHBOTHBIX BCTAU U, OTCTYIIHB B TEMHOTY,
HMCYE3IH U3 BHOY, CJIOBHO PacTBOPWIHCH B BO3IyXe.

— Byayuu TeM, KTO BBl €CTh, — MEUIEHHO HadaJl He3Ha-
KOMell, — Bbl He MoAYHHAeTeCh Halleit BnacTi. Ho st Bcé-Taxu
CKAaXy BaM: YXOQMTe OTCIoAa, MOTOMY YTO 3TOT JieC MMeeT
CBOMX XO03d€B, 3TO He AHKasd 4Yauoba, B KOTOPBI MOIYT
6poauTh BCAKME Opoasry.

OH ewé pa3 NOOHAN KOMNbE, CIOBHO cobHpasch GpocuTh
ero. Ho aBiCckeHMe BBITIALENIO TaK, CJIOBHO OH Aenajl 3TO,
TOJILKO YTOOBI NOQYEPKHYTb CBOI NpHKa3. [loroMy 9To yepe3
CeKyHIy €ro IUlalll M BOJIOCBI BHOBb BCIBIXHYJIM SIPKHM
CBETOM, M TyMaH, CJIOBHO ObIM OT KOCTpa, OKYTajJ OOJaKoM
BCIO ero ¢urypy, noxa, HakoHell, OH MOJHOCTBIO HE CKPhLUICS
M3 BHIY. 3aTeM 06JIaKo cXanoch H GeccnenHo nponano. OHU
octanuch ofHU. HUK oGepHy/cs K CBOMM CITyTHHMKAM.

— Kro... Yt0?..

CTpaya MoBepHYJICA K JIXKMITy M BBITAlIWI M3 HETO CBEPTOK
C HHCTPYMEHTaMH, pa3BopaiyMBasi €ro c TaKoil mnocneul-
HOCTBIO, YTO YyTh GbUIO HE BHIDOHWI cofepxuMoe. [lepBbIM
IeJIOM OH JOCTall HeOGoNbLIOH raeyHblii KIIO4 M OTBEPTKY.
Kpokkep cXBaTHJI OTBEPTKY M BLICTABWI €€ mepen coboH,
CJIOBHO KaKoe-TO OpyxXue WK WMT. CTpayn 6pocHi racyHbli
xmiod Huky, KoTopblii ¢ yaiHBIeHHEM IOHMa ero.

— JlepXy MHCTPYMEHT Ha BMIy, — NPHKA3aJ YNIOJHOMO-
YeHHBbIH rpaXIaHCKOH 0OOpOHEI.

— 3ayem? Yro... YyTO 3TO 6BLTO?

— 3ayeM... 3aTeM, YTO 3TO XKeJe30. A XeJie30 — OTJIHYHOe
cpencrso npotuB Hapoaa ¢ Xonmos. Eciu mbl GyneM aep-
XaTh 3TO Ha BHAY, TO OH HE OTBAXMTCA HaTpaBUTb Ha Hac
Jaxe Toro 3ybacToro. A 4To KacaeTcs Toro, KTo oH WiH 4To
OH, — Te6e JIy4ille CIPOCHTb 06 3TOM y BUKapHs. Mbl Buaenu
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paHbllie ABOMX, Mogo6HbIX eMy. Hapon ¢ XosnMoB, Tak 3o0BeT
uX BUKapMii, — IIpeXHue, OHH Bcerga XWIM 34ech, KaK OH
3T0 U yrBepxaan. OHH Oe3 Tpyaa MOIYT CIpPaBUTBCS C
YeJIOBEKOM — M JaXe He C MOMOLIbIO KOMHil WIH MeyeH —
TOJILKO C NOMOILIBI0 pa3dyMa — 3acTaBisAsl 4YeJOBEKAa BUACTH
TO, YTO OH XOYeT BMIETh, 3aTYMaHHBasl eMy pasym. U, eciu
OHH TOBOpAT, 4YTO 3TO MX BIaJeHHd, — TO 3TO TaK. Ham
JIyyllle Tockopee yopaThcs OTcloAa...

Iocnennue cnosa CTpayn NporoBopwi yxe Ha xony; Kpok-
Kep noluén Bcjex 3a HUM. HUK nmocnelun npucoeIMHUTLCA
K aHmmyaHaM. OHHM Jaxe He omaabIBaIuCh. EciM OHH M
GosINCh KaKoi-HHOyIb 3acalibl, TO He NMoJaBaju BHay. Uto
X, OH OymeT genaTh To Xe, YTo M oHM. JXKemeso... Xene3o,
3HAYMT, OTJIMYHOe cpeacTBo? OH AepXas raeyHbIif K04 Ha
BUay. BriosiHe moaxonasinasl 3alllMTa — €CJIH 3TO AEHCTBH-
TEJIbHO TaK; OH C PaJoCThl0 MOOYMHHUTCSA M OydeT AepXaTb
K04 nepen coboid.

EMy HMKAaK He yaaBaJloChb IOOTHATh CBOMX TOBapHIIEH,
nokxa JKUII He ocTalsics Aajeko nosagu. Cam xe Huk 1o n
/IO HaCTOPOXEHHO O3MpasICs, YBEPeHHBIH, YTO paHO WIH
TO30HO OH YBUIMT CHSAIOLIUH 6JIECK OQHOIO M3 3THX XUBOT-
HBIX, KpamylIuXxcsl Mo3aau, YToObl YIOCTOBEPHTLCS, YTO OHH
noxkuaamT 3ToT Jec. OnqHako HuUK Tak HMYero M He yBUAEN,
KpoMe AepeBbeB. [laxe eauHopora. '

Korma xe oH HakoHeu jgorHan Crtpayna, OH yXe HMMeN
HaroToBe OJHMH BONPOC:

— A 4TO BBI CKaxeTe O XUBOTHbIX? Sl MOry moHsaTh, 4YTO
3[ech XUBYT MeABelb, JICONAPA... XOTs JieonapAbl BOAATCA B
Adpuke. Ho ocrajbHbie ABa... OHU Bedb ObUIH HEHACTOSLIHU-
MH... TAKUX IIPOCTO HE MOXET ObITb...

OH ycasnuan popyanue Kpokxepa:

— Twl 6bu1 6b1 mpaB Tam, B CBOEM Mupe, sAHKH. Ho
3Haelllb, HE HMEET HUKAKOro 3HayeHHsl, HACKOJIBKO OHH
«HacTosiliMe». 3eCh OHM BIIOJIHE HACTOSILIME, YTOObI pa3o-
pBaTh Tebe ropso, ecam 31oT 3enéHulil YenoBeK OTIACT UM
TaKoH NpHKa3. Tel yBUAMLIB e10€ Gosee yXacHbIE CO3JaHMS.
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Tu1 casian, y1o oH ropopuwi o Témubx [Ipexnux? Bor ux-
TO yX TOYHO HHKTO He 3axouyeT yBuAeTh! Y HHX camas
MOTYLIECTBeHHasA TEMHAs CHJIa, KOTOPYIO Mbl TOJILKO MOXEM
cebe- BOOOpa3UTh... — MWIOT NOBEPHYJI IOJIOBY M NMPUCTAIBLHO
nocMotpen Ha Huka, 3anymMuynBo nepeGupasi BOCIOMHHAHHA.
— Ho xene3o npotTMB HUX ToxXe Xxopouwo. Kak-HuUOGYnb
nopaccnpawinBaii JIxud u Jleau Hduany. OHM cobupamu
AroAbsl W NOAOLLUIH K OalllHe... WIM 4YeMy-TO TOXOXeMy Ha
6amrH0. Brin yXe KoHen AHA, HeGo 3aBOJIOKIIO OOJaKkaMH,
TaK 4YTO, HaBEpHOE, CYIIECTBAa, YTO HAXOAWIHCh TaM, ObUIM
6onee 0OLIYHOTO aKTHBHBI. JIXMH yBHAE/Ia OZHOTO — BO BCEH
€ro Kpace... a TOTOM HEKOTOpoe BpeMs HaM INpPHXOIWIOCH
OyIHUTH €€ Mo HoyaM, YTOOBbI BHIPBATh U3 HOYHBIX KOLIMAapoOB.
Ms1 MHOrOE 31€Ch Y3HAIH — B OCHOBHOM Ha COOGCTBEHHOM
LIKype — 4YTO MOXHO AelaTh 30eChb, a YTO Heab3s. A Tbl
TOJIBKO YTO IOJYYMJI NEpBbIH YpOK: Korga tebe roBopsT
«yXOOW» — HYXHO TYT Xe yOMpaThcs noaaiblie!

HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO Tpomna MeTJisia, U3 Jieca OHH BbiOpa-
JIMCh ropasno OnicTpee, yeM Huk u JIuHaa B nepsrlii pa3. Ho
Ha omywike Kpokxep u3man mpeaymnpexaalolinii KpHK:

— Jloxwucn!

VYBunes, kak Crpayn Opocwics Ha 3eMII0 U IepeKaTWwics
noJ 3apociii KyCTapHHKA, CKPBIBLIETO €0 MOYTH MOJHOCTHIO,
Huk nonsiTasics NOBTOpHUTb 3TOT MaHEBpP, OOHAKO BbIOpaH-
HBbIH MM BIIONbIXaxX KycT ObUI HAMHOIO MEHbIIE H pexXe, YeM
TOT, 3a KOTOPBIM YKPbUICS YIIOJTHOMOYECHHBIA rpaxaaHCKOH
obopoHsl. OH yBumen 4yTb B cTopoHe Kpokkepa, Toxe
pacruiacTaBuierocs Ha 3emiie. I10JI0XHB rojioBy Ha COrHYTYIO
PYKY, TOT CMOTpeJ Kyaa-TO Haja BOZOI.

— Her... 370 He neraowMe Tapenxku! — BBIPBAJIOCh Yy
Huka. M TyT Xe an0BHTOE LIMNEHHE CieBa HATIOMHIIO €MY,
YTO 37eCh CJIEAYeT AepXaTh poT Ha 3aMke. Ho oH Bc€ paBHO
He Mor nosepuTh B To, yto BHaea. [loyeMy-To B 3TO 6BUIO
TPYyAHee MOBEPHUTh, YeM B TEX HEBOOOPa3HMEIX 3Bepeii B Jiecy.

OTa IWTYKOBHMHA... MallIMHA... WLTIO3HA... YeM OBl 3TO HH
6bUt0 — 3aBMcna, cuAsg APKUM CepeGPHCTBIM CBETOM, Hal
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MOBEPXHOCTbIO BoAbl. CHM3Y OHAa NEHCTBUTEIBHO NMOXOAWIA
Ha JIETAOLUYIO0 TapeJIKy, OOHAaKQ B BepXHeill 4YacTH BbIrHOa-
Jlack, pHOOpeTast KymnojoobpasHyio ¢dopmy.

OHa BuHcela HEMOABIXHO, a MOTOM C Iora nojjieresn eié
ONMH JleTalolinii Kopa6jib, HO COBEPLICHHO APYTOil MOIEJIH,
UMeBLIMA ¢opMy curapsl M ABUraBUIMiiCi C TaKOM CKO-
POCTBIO, YTO NOCTHI MX B MFHOBEHHMe oKa. OH pHHyJNcA K
3aMepllel eTalolleii TapesKe, H U3 Hero BhIPBAJICS CBepKa-
JOLIHIi JTy4, KOTOPBIiA, Ka3anoch Obl, JO/DKEH OBUI HAaHECTH
COKpYIIAIOMIMii yaap Mo KyToJIy TapeJsiKH, OOHAKoO Jyd Onul
OCTaHOBJIEH HEBUAUMEIM 3KPaHOM Ha MOPSA0YHOM PaccTof-
HHUHM OT OOLUMBKHM Kopabns.

C Toif Xe HeBepOSTHON CKOPOCTBIO «CHIapa» OTJeTesia
Ha3al ¥ MOOHAIACh Hal 3aBHCIUMM CYOIHOM, YTOGBI HAaHECTH
yaap noa npyruM yrioM. Ho 310 He 6GbUIO Ay3/anio, MOTOMY
YTO JeTaKolllasd Tape/Ka HUKAaK He OTBeyalia Ha yaphl, IpocTo
BHCeJIa B BO3AyXe, OTVIMYHO 3ALIUIIEHHAS HEBUIHUMBIM 3Kpa-
HOM, a BTOpO€ CYAHO HEHCTOBO IMbITAJIOCh IIOPa3UTh €ro
JIy4eBbIM OpYXHEM, CTpeJisiad NoJA pa3jIMYHBIMH yriamMH. Huk
MOT NIPeACTaBUTb cebe pasnpakeHHe aTaKyIOLIMX: 3aeHCTBO~
BaThb BCIO CBOIO 3HEpTHiO, a B OTBET — IMOJHelIee
paBHOAYLIHE, KOTOPOE, NOKHO ObITh, NMPHUBOAWIO aTaKYIO-
WX B GELICHYIO SAPOCTh.

HakoHel «curapa» octaHOBWIAch NpSIMO Haj JeTalomeif
TapeJIKod U 3aBHCJIa TaM B TakKoi Xe HEMOABHIKHOCTH, YTO U
anmnapar noj Heil. OHa GoJsibllle He HAHOCWIA JIYYeBBIX yda-
poB. Ha MrHOoBeHHWe BCIBIXHYN SIDKMif CBET, KOTOpHI TaK
6bicTpo morac, yto Huk He Obin gaxe yBepeH, 4yTro Booblie
BHIEI €ro.

«CHrapa» Hayajia MelleHHO CHIDKATLCS NMPSIMO Ha JIETalo-
my1o Tapenky. Yro sto 6nu1 3a MaHeBp, Hux He 3Han, a
CITyTHUKHW He MOIJIM HH4YeM NMoModb. OHaKoO «cHrapa» CIryc-
KaJlaCh TaK MeUIEHHO, YTO 3TO BBIIVISIACNIO OYCHB 3JIOBEHIE.
JlomxHo ObITh, MWIOT HaXONMBIIETOCH CBEPXY Kopabns te-
nepb cOOHpasIcAd HCTIOJIL30BAaTh CBOE CaMOe MOLITHOE OpyXMe.

Huxe, Huxe... yX He cobHpaeTcs 1M OH NMOHTH Ha TapaH
— COBCEM KaK Te SANIOHCKMe JETYMKH BO Bpemsa Bropoii
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MupoBoii BoifHH, Oe3 pa3myMMii paccTaBaBIIHECH C XHU3HLIO,
YTOOBI B30PBaTh BMECTE C CO00# M BpaxeckHit camon€T? Emé
HHXeE...

Hux yBuaen, kax 3aapoxan KopaOib, HAXOAUBLUHIACSA BHU3Y.
A 3areM...

OH wucyes!

B3opsanca? Ho Beap He ObLIO CHBILNIHO HH B3pbIBa, HH
yaapHOii BOJIHBI, HH 061oMKoB. OH MmpocTo HCye3.

«Curapa» 4yTb HAKJIOHWIACH H NIPHDKKOM NOTHSUIACh BBEPX.
JIBaxnel oHa obieTena o3epo, CIIOBHO NBITAasCh YOSIWTHCS,
yTO Bpara Oosibiie TaM HeT. Emé pa3 BepHynach M 3aBHCIIa
Hal MECTOM aTakH, a NIOTOM ToJieTesia MpoyYb, YAAIsich C
TaKOil OrpOMHOM CKOpPOCTBIO, YTO CKpbLIach M3 BHAY uepe3
HECKOJILKO CEKYHII.

Kpokxkep BcTall, BHICTRBHB OTBEPTKY Iepel co60if, CIIOBHO
MOJISILIMIICA YETOBEK B LIEPKBHM CO CBEYOil B pyKe.

— Pa3mie4eHna M MIPHl, — IMPOKOMMEHTHPOBaN OH. —
3Ha4uT, TENEpPh OHM MLITAIOTCA CXeYhb APYT Apyra. XoTena Onl
A 3HaTh, XOPOIIO 3TO IUIS Hac WIM IUioxo?

— Y10 OH xoTen caenats? — cnpocui Huk. — Omyckasce
TaKMM BOT 06pa3oM Ha Tapenky?

— S OBl MpeanoJOXWi, — HO 3TO BCero JIMIOb Npenrno-
JIOXeHHe, He Gojlee, — 9TO OH PAaCCYUTHIBAJ MCIIOJIH30BATh
CBOE CHJIOBOE 10ie NTPOTHB 3KpaHa, NPHKPHIBABIIENO BTOPOH
Xopabap. DTH JeTalolIue anmapaTel — OHH Ha MHOTO JieT...
CTOJIETHI ONlepeIHW/IM Hac B TEXHHKE — JUIS1 Hac TO Xe caMoe,
gyro u 310oT Hapon ¢ XomMoB ¢ uMXx «Marmeii». Bo BcakoMm
cJyyae BTOPO# CaMOJIET PeLIWI, YTO OH MPOTHBOCTOSTDb Nep-
BOMY HE MOXET.

— A 1 BOT 3Halo, — K HUM Ha Kapaukax noanon3 Crpayn,
— COBEpIIEHHO fICHO TOJBKO OfHO, pebsta. HaM HyxHO
6ricTpO-6BIcTpO YOMpaThea oTcoga. C 3THMH JIETalOLIMMH
ralaMy Haj ToJIOBO¥ 3TO OTHIOAbL HE caMoe JIy4llieé MeCTO s
3nopospi. la em€ U U3 Jieca Hac MONMPOCWIM — TelNephb TaM
He crpAYelubcs. YXOAUM KaK MOXHO 6nicTpee, — OH mnof-
HsUICA BO BeCh POCT M NOYTHM OeroM HampaBWICA Brepén Io
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LIENM TOJISAH K Jarepio y peku. Ognako, Kak 3ametwn Huk,
JlaXe ecJIM MM ¥ Npuxoawioch Toponutbes, Crpayn 1 Kpok-
KEp CTapaIiCh NPHAEPXUBATLCS JTIOOBIX, KAKMX TOJIBKO MOIJIH
Ha#iTH, yKpeiTuii. U HuK nepeGeran Brnepén ¢ To Xe ocTo-
POXHOCTBIO.

I'nasea namasa

Hux nornmagun pyns Moroumkia. OCTaBUTh €ro 3aech
O3HAyalo ISl Hero eu€ Kperdye 3axJIONHYTh ABEpPh nepeln
Kakoii-mnbo Hamexnoli Ha Bo3BpaumeHue. Ho Crpayn Onun
TIpaB, OH HE CMOXET BECTH €ro ¢ coboi nmo 6e310poxXblo, Aa
H B JIIOOOM cilydae OH OKaXeTcsl Oecrnojie3HbIM, KaK TOJbKO
KOHYMTCS O¢H3MH. HUK OTKaTWI MalIMHY OOpaTHO B YKpbI-
THE M KaK TOJIbKO MOT 3aMacKHpoBajl €ro TaM.

Ha cnenyiolueii neHb eli€ 10 paccBeTa OHM HayaJii ToTo-
BHUTBCS K 00paTHOMY ITyTELUECTBHUIO K MECTY, Ilie, KaK ITo/Iaraiu
aHINIMYaHe, HaXoqwloch caMoe Ge3omnacHoe yoexwuure. Houb
npoiwia 6ecriokoiiHo. OHHU IO oYyepeau CTOSUIM Ha 4Yacax, ¢
TPEBOIOM BCMAaTpPHMBAasiCh B HeGO: He MOABATCA JIM JieTAlOLIVeE
OXOTHHKH, H BCJIYyLUMBAsCh, He JOHECETCH JIM C 3¢ MJIM KAKO¥ -
HUOYOb 3BYK, TOBODALIMI O TOM, YTO 32 HUMHM CJIEAAT.

Hous 6pi1a 6€306/1a4HOM, M B CBETE JIYHBI BOKPYT HTPaJiu
KaKHe-TO CTpaHHble TeHH, OT BHIA KOTOPLIX HAYMHAJIO MrI-
paTh BOoOOpaxXeHHE, YTO HHCKOJIbKO HE YHHUMAJIO TPEBOTY.

A TyT ewl€ BO BpeMs €ro OeXYypCTBa, CITyCTS 4ac IIOCJIE
MOJIYHOYH, MHMO HEro IpOCKOJb3HyJla MOXHaTasd ¢urypka
JxepemMu 3a mopor. OrpoMHBII KOT YCeJCSI OKOJIO XVDKHMHBI,
BBITSIHYB TI0 3eMJIE NPSMOH XBOCT M SIBHO NPHCIYIIMBAsACh.
IToToM, 6e3 Bcakoro npenynpexacHus, KOT 3aMaxajl XBOCTOM
C OOHOI CTOpPOHBI B APYTYIO U M3JaJ] THXOe yp4yaHHe. DTo
YpYaHHE HH pa3y He MOAHSIOCh AO MPOH3UTECIbHOMN BBICOTEHI
BOIUIA, KakuM JXXKepeMu BHI3BIBAJI Bpara Ha MOeIHHOK, OCTa-
BasiCh BCE BpeMsi HETPOMKHMM, HO XBOCT MPOXOJIKa] OHTH IO
recyaHoM IoyYBe.

Huk yxe pewinn ObUTO MOCBETUTH (POHAPHKOM, KOTOPBIM
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OH JOCTaJl U3 CBOeH CyMKM, HO BCE-TaKH, XOTA €My H OYCHb
XOTEJIOCh TTOCMOTPETD, YTO X€ TaK 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO KOTa, OH
TaK M He PHCKHYI BKJIIOYHTb CBET, YTOOBI HE NpPHUBJICYb
BHHMaHHE TOTO, YTO CKPBIBIOCh TaM, B HOYH.

CaM OH He cipllIaJl HHYEro, KpoMe OOBIYHBIX HOYHBIX
3ByKOB. To, 4yTO BHAeN WIM chablliai JIXXepeMH, oCTaBajoCh
HEIOCTYTIHBIM ISl €10 MEHEE COBEPLICHHBIX OPTraHOB YYBCTB.

IloToM KOT npunan K 3emie, XBOCT ero 3aMep. OH Gonblie
He ypyan. Ha ¢oHe HebGa THXO IUIAaHMPOBAJIO YTO-TO OTPOM-
Hoe U TEMHoe. Pa3nancd THXHIi XJIOMOK KPbLIbEB, a 3aTEM 3TO
CylIEeCTBO HcYe3no. JIXXepeMH CTpEMHTENbHO pBaHYJCS Ha-
3a]1, NepenpbITHY/ Yepe3 KojieHH Huka u cnipgarainca B XiDKiHe.

Ho BoT 3ByK, pa3naBLIMIiCA TOCJie BO3BpalleHHsS B AOM
KoTa... CMex? UyTp CHBIIHBIA, eaBa JHU rpoMye 3/l106HOrO
xuxukaHbs. U Huky noxkazanocs, 4To OH NpHILET CBEPXY, HE
c zemnu. Ta neralomwaa wryka? Huk npusBan Ha moMollb
JIOTMKY M pa3yM... OMHAKO JIOTMKA M pa3yM U3 MPOLLIOro Majio
YyeM MOIVIM ITOMOYb B 3TOM MHpe. UTo TYT peasbHO, a 4TO —
NPOCTO Urpa BooOpaxeHHs?

Teneps, yTpoM, Koraa oOHM roTOBWIHMCH K YXOOy, OH pe-
WK, YTO y HEero AeHCTBHUTENbHO IPOCTO pPa3birpajioch
BOOOpaXXeHHe.

— XKanko, 4To TeGe npuAETCS OPOCHUTD 31eCh CBOM BEIHU-
KOJIEMMHBINA MOTOLMKJ, — MHccHuc Kutamnmn nbTanach 3alTMXHYTh
JXepeMH B IUIETEHYIO KOP3HHY, HO KOT IPOCTHO NMpPOTECTO-
BaJl MPOTHUB IIPHHYOUTEJIBHOIO 3aTOYeHHsA. BHe3amHO KOT
M3BEPHYJICSI M CXBaTWI 3y0aMH pyKy NOXWIOH XECHIIWHBI,
XOTA1 M He NbITAJICA NO-HACTOSLIEMY YKYCHTD €€.

— Hy, xBaTuT, THI X€ He Xouelllb, YTOObI TeOSI OCTaBWIH
3fiech, cTapiHa? — ¥ OHAa JIAaCKOBO Noyecaja KOTa 32 YXOM. —
Hapaiji-Ka nose3ail. 3Haelub Xe, YTO UMEHHO f TIOHECY Tebsl.
A xorpma Tebe 6BUI0 CO MHOM IUIOXO B IYTELIECTBHH?

Tyt oHa Bcé-TaKu 3aKpbUIa KPLILIKY H IIPOBOPHO 3aKpeNH-
Ja e€.

— Jla, — XeHIIMHa CHOBa obpaTtwiacs K Huky. — 3tor
3aMedaTeNbHbIH MOTOLIMKII, HaBepHoe, oboléncsa Tebe B pH-
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JAMYHYIO CYMMY, €CJIM IVIa3a MeHA He oO6MaHbIBaIoT. Ho B 3THX
Kpasix oco60 He pa3be3qHIILCA... ECIIU TOJNBKO MbI HE pa3fio-
6yneM Tex Genbix 3Bepei...

— Bensix 3Bepeii? — nmepecnpocun HHUK M, MOBECHB CBOH
CBA3aHHBIE BMECTE CYMKM Ha IUIEHO, MOBEPHYJCA CITMHOW K
MOTOUHKITY, CTapasch NMo3a0bITh O €r0 CyHIeCTBOBaHUM.

— Kotopsie ectb y Hapona ¢ XosmoB. Ax, ¢ Kakoil xe
TOpAOCTHIO H KpPacoTOH OHHM CKAayyT Ha 3THX OelbIX XHBOT-
HbIX. OHH Kak Jioulaau, Mo KpaiHel Mepe OHM JOCTaTOYHO
NOX0XH Ha JIomaicii, YTo6bl Ha3BIBaTh WX TaK. MBI ABAXILI
BMIEC/IH 3THX BCANHUKOB, 06a pa3a nocjie 3axolla CONHLA, HO
KOrJa NoJjiHas TeMHOTa eulé He Hactynmwia. Kpacora! — oHa
NpOTAHYJIAa PYKY K JieXaBlIEMY pSIOM MaJleHbKOMY CBEPTKY,
Ho Huk monoXxmi cBOIO pyKy Ha Hero, mpexae 4eM OHa
ycIieNa €ro B3ATh.

— Bam xBatuT xIonor u ¢ JIXepeMn, — CKas3aj OH.

Muccuc Kianm XUxXuxHyna.

— Bepno. Koty yxe ner gecars. Her... — B e€ masax
MOKa3aJikCh cjielbl HeoqoOpeHua. — TpHAUATh NEeT MpPOLLIO
— TaK TH cka3an? Tpuauarth ner... HUKaK He MOTy NIOBEPUTH
B 370. Torna MHe JOJDKHO OBITh I€BAHOCTO ISITh, HO SI-TO HE
cTapyuika, rpeiouiasics y oyara. A JIxepemu... boxe, oH 6n
yxe maBHO noMep. Ho oH — BOT 3aech, a 1 BCE Taxafd Xe
6oiikasa. Tak 4yTO A HC MOIY NOBEPATh B 3TH Ballld TPHALATH
ner.

— Jla U noyeMy BaM OOS3aTeJIbLHO BEepHUThL? — 3aMeETHI
Huk B orBeT. — OHM NpoLUIM TaM, He 3hech. S yuTan yro-
TO 0 MoAO6HOM: TO JTM MbI HAEM BO BPEMEHH, TO JIM Ha060poT
— oHo B Hac? U MbI Tenepp MOXeM AOOGABHTH: HACKOJIBKO
ObICTPO WIM HACKOJIBKO MeIJIEHHO?

— MennenHo, 1 TOYHO TOBOPIO: MeMIEHHO! — MOXWias
XCEHIUHMHA ymubHynack. — [lomaii-xa MelIoYeK Uil 3amacoB.
Cefiyac 1 ero NpucTpolo. 31ech MHOTO 9€I0 MOXHO HaliTH,
YyeM yOJIaXHTh XeJIYyAOK; NPOCTO MAELIL MO MyTH H cobupa-
ellb MOTHXOHBLKY. Bpocuin B noxné6ky — u BW 6ymere
NAIbYYKH OOVIM3LIBATbh H NMPOTATMBATh TAPEJIKY 33 106aBKOM.
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OHa mnepekMHyNa uYepe3 IUICYO CIUVIETEHHYIO M3 TpaBhi
BEPEBKY, Ha KOTOPOi BHCENIM KOP3HHKA M MellloYyeK ¢ Npumna-
caMH, Toxe IUVIeTEHBIH. W, Kpenko cXumasi pydky KOp3HHH C
JIxepeMH, 3aceMeHWIa npoyb. HUK ABUHYNCS 3a HEW.

[MonoGHBle MEWIKH BMCENH Y KAXAOIO M3 aHIIMYaH Ha
IUleye WK 3a CITHHO#, Kak piok3aku. 1 Huk ormetnn, yro y
KaXIOTo TNOJ PYKOi MMecs KaKoH-HHOYIb XKeJe3HbIH obe-
per: 0o 4TO-TO H3 HHCTPYMEHTAJIbHOTO Habopa M3 IXHIa
Huka, nmu6o, xak y Crpayna, HeGONMbIIOH HOX C OTKPBLITHIM
JIe3BHEM.

JIunga cHoBa Bena Jlanra Ha noBonake. [lexuHec nepxancs
noGnuXe K CBoeH Xo3giiKe, HO TOJIOBY B3AbIMajd BBICOKO,
BEpTH €10 MO CTOpPOHaM, CJIOBHO ONpeAeNsUl M 3aHOCHI B
KaTaJIoT pa3/MdHbIe 3alaxy 3TOro Kpas.

Oun uru no 6epery Ilotoka B nopsinke, mo Bceit BUOU-
MOCTH, CTaBLIEM AJIS HUX NpHMBLMHBIM: X3a1eTT M Crpayn
Briepeay, notoM Muccuc Knanmm u Ixxun Pudyapac BMecte ¢
JIunnoii, a Kpokxep u neau JuaHa 3aMbikaiau wectsie. Huk
NPUCOEAUHUWICA K TOCEAHUM.

— Berywas Boga, — Jleau Inana nocMotpena Ha Ilotok.
— E€ 3pecp Gosnblie, 4eM MOXHO HMCIIOJIb30BaTh, MOJIOAOH
yenoBeK. Tol €€ muelllb, €10 MOelbcHA, U OHAa elE MoXeT
OKa3aThbCs Tperpaaoii A1 Koro-Huoylab, KTO CIyXHT TbMe.

— Ecau He cuuTaTh TOro, — npoBopyai Kpokkep, — uro
BCTPETUB HOBBIM THMII 3THX TBapeH, He 3Haelllb, 60sTCA OHHU
BOABI WIH HET.

— Jla, KOHe4YHo, — cornacuiack jJeau JIuana. — 3pech
IEeHCTBUTENIBHO BO BCEM NPHMXOAMTCS MNoJjlarathcsl Ha ynaayy
wm cnaydail. IToka yro HaMm Gonbluuei 4yacThio Bedno. Ho
HMHOTIZa NPHXOAWIOCh OYEHB TYTO...

H cHoBa Kpokkep nob6asun:

— 37O KaK NOCMOTpeTb. B Kakye TONIbKO Nepeapsrd Mbl
He nomnaxaaM, H He pa3. I monaralo, 4To Mbl NOJHOCTHIO
M3pacXoqoBaJiM CBOH 3amac Be3cHHA, KOrga YHEC/HH HOTH
nocne KatacTpodsl.

" — Ox, yro 3mo? — Huk enpa ciywan pasrosop, 6onbiie
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obpalllags BHUMaHHE Ha OKPeCTHOCTH. M Temnepb OH ycTaBwi-
csl, He CKpbIBas MOJIHEHIIero cBoero H3yMjiceHUus Ha To, 4YTO
JieXaJo 4acTblo Ha Oepery, 4acThiO B BOJe.

ITapoxon, cnerka HaKpeHMBLUMICS, TaK YTO HHXHIOIO Ia-
ny6y ¢ omHoro 6Goxa 3anuBana Boxa. [lomymarh TONBKG —
napoxoa! 1 xakuM o6pa3oM OH okasajics 3aech, Béab [loTok
— CJMLIKOM y3Kasg M MejKas pedka AJjig Hero?

Korna oHu nogoliutH nobamxe, OH yBHIE], YTO Ha Iapo-
Xole MNpOLIEN CHJIBHBIH TNoXap, M YEPHBIE OTMETHHBI
OylueBaBllIero IVIaMEHHM OCTAJIMCh JaXe Ha KOPMOBOM KoJe-
ce, C IOMOIIIBIO KOTOPOTo NMapoxol nepeasuraics snepén. Ho
KaK Xe OH OKa3aJyics 3A€Ch... U Korga?

Huxky nosenoch ogHaXAbl YBHAETh NTOAOGHBII NMapoxon Ha
Oraiio, coBeplUaBLIMIA JIETOM HOCTAJbIHYECKHME ITyTEilEeCT-
BuA. Heyxenu oiuH Takoii Mapoxol ToXe MNomnaj B JJOBYLIKY?

— OH canmkceM GoNbIIOH A7 3TOI0 pydbs... — 3asBHI
JIOHOLIA TIPOTECTYIOWIE, HE BEps TOMY, YTO BMAEI.
— Ho He B nomoBoabe, — Jlenu IuaHa Hecla TOJCTYIO

NaIKY, 4 €10 OHa yKa3ajia Ha ClIeqbl ropa3no GoJjiee BHICOKOTO
YPOBHsI BOABI, OCTaBlIKHecsi Ha Gepery, Imo KOTOpPOMY OHH
LIUTH, JOKA3bIBaBLIKWE, YTO KOIIa-TO B MPOLLUIOM 31eCh NPOTE-
KaJI HaMHOIo OOJIBLINM ITOTOK.

— MBbI yXe BHOEIH ero, Korna MpoXOAWIH 31eCh B NEPBLIii
pa3, — ckasan Kpokkep. — IToxoxe, 4To NMpOH301UEN B3DEIB.
X31neTT rOBOPUT, YTO NOAOGHBIE WITYKH YacTO B3pHIBAIOTCH,
€CJIX M3 HHX NBITAIOTCS BBDKATh CIMIIKOM MHoro. Eciu xTo
U crmaccs, — JNETYUK IOXaN IUleYaMHM, — TO OHH yuutd. OH
CTOMT 3[IeCh YXe JaBHO.

— Hanslue K 10Ty 3Ta peyka BlajaeT B APYTYIO, MOGOJbIIIE,
— kuBHyna Jlenu [Iuana. — OHa Gep€T Hayalo M3 03epa M
Te4y€T Ha 0ro-BocToK. Korxa oHH momanud B 3TOT MMp, TO
BIIOJIHE MOIJIM NOBEPHYTh MAapOXOA CIOdA... — OHa IoKayasa
rojoBoii. — [loToM oTyero-To Hayajsach NaHMKa, OHU BKIIO-
YHIM ABHMraTesIb Ha MOJHYIO MOLIHOCTD, TOT NEpPErpesics — U
BOT 3ieChb BCE U KOHYMIOCh.

— Taxme mnapoxoabt xogwnn, — Huk OTBEénN masa B
CTOPOHY OT 06ropesoro ocropa, — GOJIbllie CTa JIET HA3al.
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— M= noBunanu u Gojiee yAUBUTEIbHbIE Bell[H, — CKa3a-
na Jlenu InaHa ¥ nouuia poBHBIM GBICTPHIM LIATOM, TaK YTO
Huky ctonno HeKOTOporo Tpyla He OTcTaBaTh OT Heé. — Ilo
TY CTOPOHY OKeaHa, — OHa He NMpPOJOJIXWIa CBOIO MBLIC/Ib, a
Hux He crpalumBai.

Ime-to 4epe3 MWIIO OT MecTa KaTtacTpodbsl HMX OTpSI
CBEpPHYJI OT PeKH M BCKOpe Hayasl NMOAHHUMATLCA MO CKIOHY
xonMa. M 3nmecs Huka oxmnano Bropoe NMOTpsACEHHE: THHMH,
pasaesnsBlINe OOJHHY Ha YacTH. HepoBHBIE, MECTAMH IOYTH
He BHAWMbIE, HO BCE Xe OCTAHKM KAMEHHBIX CTE€H, KOIJa-To
OropaXXHBaBLIMX MOJsA! A BhIlIE IO CKIOHY XOJIMa, IPIMO HaJ
HUMHM — cJIeAbl JOPOTH, 3aChIMaHHO#M 3eMNEl M mopoclueit
OypbsTHOM; HO BCE Xe 3TO TOYHO ObUIa Jopora, KoTopas
HEKOrZa LUIa NMpSMO IO 3THM 3a0pOLUIEHHBIM TMOJIAM.

Crpayn MaxHyNn pykoil. B TOT Xe MHT Bech OTpsd, Kak
OAMH, ymaJ Ha 3eMII0, PacIUIacCTaBLIMCh CpelH 3apocieit
KyCcTapHHMKa, pocliero 3gecb. Ha paBHHMHe mogBWIach ellé
OJHa TpyTINa CTPAaHHHKOB.

Y HMX HMenucCh JolIaaH, MEHbIIME, MO CPaBHEHHIO C
TEeMH, KaKMX IOBOAWIOCh BHIEeTb HHMKY, Ha OZHMX eXxaiu
BCaIHHMKHM C TOKIaXei, ocTalbHbie OeXamtu cBOOOJHO, Ha-
npaBiadgeMble 3THMH BCaAHHMKaMH, a Oajbliieé ABHIaJiOCh
coopyXeHHe, nogo6Horo xoropoMy HMK ewl€é HHUKorma He
BHAEJ, TaK YTO OH He MOT JaxXe noaobpaTh Ha3BaHHe A
Hero. Ha matdopMe, KoTopyio TSHY/IH OBaalaTh NepeyToM-
JIEHHBIX XXMBOTHbIX, HAXONWIACh KYTOJI000pa3Has MOCTPOMKa.
3Ta noBo3Ka MEMJIEHHO H HEeYKIIOXe Moj3ja Mo 3eMie, a
BCaIHUKH CAEPXKUBAJIU CBOMX HOPOBHCTBIX CKAKYHOB, YTOOBI
OHM He YMUYAJIMCh BIIepEN 3TOM ejie NBHTaBlIelics NMOBO3KU.

OTpsanx cBepHy] Ha OOpory, H3berass OOHECEHHBIX CTEHKA-
MM noJjieif, — MoMeXy, NpeoAceTh KOTOPYIO C HX NOBO3KO#
He 6bUIO HHKaKOIf Hagexnbl. Huk obpanoBascs, YTo KapaBaH
yaanderca or Hux. OH 3aMeTII y BCAAHUKOB JIYKM M KOTNb,
M Yy HUX ObUI TaKoW OUKHHA BHUO, YTO BpSIA JIM OHH COCTABAT
NPHATHYIO KOMNIAHHIO APYTHM IyTeUIECTBEHHHUKAM.

— Momnronsl, — Jlenn [InaHa jieXasa 1uie4oM K IUIeYy C
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joHoweit. — HacrosginMe MOHIOMNBI... HaBepHOE, KaKOH-TO
KJIaH.

— BmI xoTHTE cKa3aTh, — Hadan Huk, — 4ro 310 Hapon
YuHrus-xaHa... 3decs?

VYBuzerh napoxon yxe 6bU10 Asid Hero morpsiceHueM. Ho
OTPSii MOHIOJIOB NMOYTH TaK X€ He MNOANABaJICA HUKAKOM
JIOTHKe, KaK M CTpaHHBIe XHMBOTHbIE B jecy. Bun MoHroioB
He BHYIIaJl TOIO TpeIeTa, KOTOpblii OXBaTWI €ro cpeau
TMTAaHTCKHX OEpEBLEB B JieCY, B KOTOPOM 3TH XHMBOTHbIC
Ka3aJIMCh KaK pa3 Ha CBOEM MECTE.

— D710 10pTa — HMX NEpeABHXHON AOM, — NPOAODKIa
Jleqn duana.

OH ommaHyncsa. E€ oOBeTpeHHoe, ¢ pe3KMMH 4YepTaMH
JIMLIO BLIpPAXaJlo MHTEpec.

— 3aech mepel HaMH OXHWBaeT NpOLUIOE, — OHAa, Ka3a-
Jloch, pasroBapHBaia caMma ¢ co6oii. — HaBepHoe, 3TH BOMHBI
B CaMOM JieJie KOrJa-TO CKaKalM BMecTe ¢ YHHIH3-XaHOM.
Ecau 651 Mbl MOIJIM TIOTOBOPHTBL C HHMH...

— To nomyynnu Gbl yaap KOoNnbEM NpoMeEX INa3, — OTBe-
1 Kpokkep. — KpoMme Toro, ecim MHe He H3MEHsSET
NaMAThb, OHH €lI€ M OTJIMYHO CTPEJISUIH M3 JIyKa.

— Onu, — cornacwiack Jlean JIunana, — nepeOunu mo-
JNOBHHY priiapcTBa EBponnl. 1 MOIIH NOKOPHTL BeCh MaTepHK,
ecau 6bl MoXxenanH.

— ¥Yx cxopee 6b1 OHHM yOpaiHCh, — € YyBCTBOM IOXeal
Huxk.

Ho emé kakoe-To BpeMsi MM NpPHIUIOCH IPOJIEXATh B
CBOMX TNOCNEIIHO BbIOPaHHBIX YKPBHITHSX (KOTOphI€, HaBep-
HOe, HUYYTh He cnaciM Oml MX, B3mymail XoTd 6Bl OOMH M3
BCaJHUKOB NOeXaTb OCMOTPETh OKPECTHOCTH), NIOKA MOHIO-
JNbl He CKpBUTHCh M3 BHAOY. CKOJIBKO Xe€ €lI€ OCKOJIKOB
npoluuioro nonajo cioaa?

— 3TH nonsa, nopora... — Huk HanpsokEHHO BcMaTpHBai-
cs BOAJIb, MBITAACh MPOCNEeAUTh, KyAa BeAET APEBHUM ITyTh, —
Kt0 Bcé 310 mocrponn?

— Kro 3naer? — orBermn Kpokxep. — 3pmecy MHoro
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NOXOXHX MecT. OXHaXabl Mbl BCTPETHJIM HACTOSILIMIA 3aMOK.
A ew€ ectb ropoaa, rae ooutaer Hapox ¢ XoiMos.

— TI'opoga? — HuK NpUNOMHWI, YTO YXe C/BILIAT O HHX
panbime. — Te cample, KOTOpEle HOMOAT JeTalolWe anma-
parsi?

— He 6oMb6saT, — Kpokxep, ka3ajochk, BbIllieT H3 ceOs.
— OHH netaloT B HebGe, 3aBHCAIOT M OOCTPEMBAIOT HX
aydaMu. [Ipmi€éMm, He BUAHO, YTOOBl OHM YEro-to 3THM
JOCTHTAIM. BTO He OGOMOEXKa, KaK Mbl €€ mnoHumaeM. A
MOTIY TOPYYHThCS.

— Topoga, — 3agyMyuBO NporoBopwia jeau duaHa, —
OHM 31iech coBceM apyrue. Hamm ropoaa pacmoizaiorcs Bo
BCE CTOPOHBI. MoXH0 exaTh MITIO 33 MHIEH MUMO BCE Goree
M 6GoJlee 4acTO CTOSAIIKHX JOMHMKOB, H BCE MEHblle U MCHbIIE
oCcTaércsd CBOGOAHOIO NMPOCTPAHCTBA. A 3TH ropoia CoBep-
LIEHHO He TMOXOXH Ha Hall, 3AeCh HeT HUKAKHX TIPHTOPOJIOB,
NpeaMeCTHii; OHH MPOCTO CTOAT NMOCPEAH YHUCTOIO NOMA.

— Cmwownb ogHH 6alHH, — npobopMotan Kpokxep, —
TaKHMX HEBEPOSTHBIX LIBETOB M TOJBLKO CBeTILIX ToHOB. Ho
ecau X3U1eTT IpaB — 3TO 3alafHU. A 3alaJHH MOTYT ObITh
NpUATHBIMH AJIs [Ia3a.. HO HMKTO M3 Hac He cobupaetcs
NpOBEPUTH 3TO.

— 3anagHn?

— Mu1 npeanonaraeM, — nosiciuwna Jlean /Iuana, — 4to
Il'eponsa mosBWICA M3 OGHOIO M3 3THX ropogoB. U, Bo3mMox-
HO, OHH — TOT HCTOYHHUK 3HEPIHH, KOTOPHIii MepeHéc Hac —
BCceX Hac — M3 Hallero pogHoro Mupa cioga. U yro 61 HH
BBHI3BAJIO Hallle TiepeMellleHHe, 3TO HOCHCTBYET yXe HOJIroe
BpeMS.

— MuI BHIenu Jaxe pEMCKyio Koropty. Ecinm Tomsko 3Tro
He 6bUT0 ux HaBaxXaeHHeM, — 3aMeTwl Kpokxep. — Korma
Boxpyr Hapon ¢ XonMoB, HUKOIAa HENIb3s1 3HaTh HABEpHAKA,
YTO 3A€Ch peajlbHO, a YTO HeT.

Crpayn moaHsUicsi Ha HOTHU, a 3ateM M octanbHble. Hc-
nonb3ysa mo6oe AOCTYIIHOE MM YKDLITHE, OHM IepeceKH
AOpory, rae BHAHEMHCh GOpO3abl, OCTABIIEHHbIE TNOJIO3bSIMH
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IOPTHI, M CJ€Abl JIOWIAAUHBIX KOMBIT, H YIIyOWINCh B IOJIS.
Ha kpaio HeGonblod pOLIMIBI OHM OCTAHOBWIHCH, YTOOBI
OTOOXHYTb M IOECTE.

— BoH TaM ¢pyxToBBIHi cal, — BHKapuil ykaszaJl Ha
JiepeBnA, pocliye Brain. — Kaxercs, 310 S6/I0HH... BO3MOX-
HO, paHHHMX COPTOB.

OH G6pocun Ha Crpayaa BONpPOCHTENbHBbIH B3rsAA. buuio
SACHO, 4YTO, MO KpaiiHeH Mepe, IOKa IJIUTCS 3TOT IOXOX,
YIIOJTHOMOYEHHBIH IpaXJaHCKO¥ OGOPOHBI 3[€Ch IJITABHBIM.

Crtpayn, NpHIIypHBUIKCH, TIOCMOTpEJl Ha COJIHIIE.

— Ham HyxHO jgoOpatbesi 1o depMbl OO HACTYIUIEHHUS

cyMepek. M korma BOKpYyr 3TM, — OH OpoCHNI KOpOTKHii
B3IVIAL B CTOPOHY, Ile HCYE3/IM BCAIHUKH, — OMNAcHO AeNaTh
OCTaHOBKY.

— Ho He cayikoM onacHo, — BO3pa3wi BUKapHif. — Mbl
NoJA NPHUKPLITHEM IEePEBbEB.

— BoH Ta crena, — Jlegn /IluaHa cTosina, olleHUBas Ha
IVIa3 PacCTOSIHHE, CJIOBHO HMEHHO 3TO SBISUIOCH ceiyac i
He€ caMbIM IVIaBHBIM, — IOAXOIMT K CaMbIM JepeBbsaM. U

OHa CTAHOBHUTCS TaM BBILIE.
— HewmHoro ¢pykroB HaM Obl HE NMOMELIANIO, — MHCCHC

Knann 3agyMuMBc noxjionaja No MeWKY /IS TIPHIIACOB,

6ynTo B Hell yXe INepeKaThIBaINCh BOPDOBaHHbBIE (DPYKTHI.

— Hy xopomo, — pewrmn Crpaya. — Msl BLICTaBHM
YacOBBIX, XOT4...

— bBolocs, 4To MBI HHYETro yXe He clejiaeM, — oGopBa
ero Xamnerr. — BamsHuTe Tyna.

Kak o6rryHo, CTpaya aaj UM 3HaK OpOCHTBLCS Ha 3eMIIO M
crnpsaTatbesd. EcM OHUM mpmkMyTca K caMo# 3emiie, TO MX
BpSAO I 3aMETHAT.

Otrryna Xe, OTKyJa NOSBIIMCh U MOHIOJBI, TOKAa3ajcsd
ell€ ONMH OTpsI MOAei, Ha Ced pa3 mnepelBUIaBUIMXCS
newkoM, ¥ HHK Buzen, yro OBMraiorcssi OHH € OCTOPOX-
HOCTBIO, CJIOBHO OXHJasi BHe3aIHOM 3acaibl WIM HanafgeHHs.
OHM 6bUIM B BOeHHOH ¢opMe, M y HEKOTOPBIX HMMEIHCh
pPyXbsl, XOTsA y OONbIIMHCTBA He ObUTIO BOOOLIE HHMKAKOIO
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opyxus. Ogexna HX HMeja TYCKITblii cepo-KOPHYHEBEI 3eM-
JITHOHM UBET, U OH He CMOr pa3obpaThbcs, KTO OHU Takue.

— Kuraitusl, — THXO omnpeaeawn X341€eTT.

ChopsraBlunecs B pouUIMle HAOMIONAIH 3a OCTOPOXHBIM
NpOABIDKEHHEM BINEpPEN HOBBIX CTPAHHUKOB, IBHMIaBLIMXCS
Bcsien 3a MoHronaMu. Huk cnipocun ce6s, He mpecieaAyioT U
OHM TmpeabiaywIuit otpsan. Eciam 3To Tak, TO OH He ObLI
YBEpPEH, YTO UM BoOOGlie yaacTcst JOTHaTh MOHTosoB. Iloye-
MYy-TO 3TH PYXbfA Ka3aJIUCh MeHee I'PO3HBIM OpYXHeM, 4YeM
JIYKM BCaJJHHUKOB, KOTOpBIE B CBOE BpeMs, KaK 3aMeTWIa JielH
JluaHa, oBeprajii Ha 3eMJII0 O0IaY€EHHBIX B JOCINEXH phILia-
pei.

— YT10-TO YX 6G0NIBHO MHOTO Hapoay, — IIPOKOMMEHTHPO-
Ban Kpoxxep, — B 3aelilHeif OKpyTe.

— Ha. MHTepecHO, YTO Xe BBI3BAJIO BCIO 3Ty aKTHBHOCTb?
— no6asmn X3WIETT.

— Bcé 310 oueHb OypHO naxHeT, — BMelnayica Ctpayn. —
M 1 ckaxy, YyTo YyeM CKopee MBI JOCTUTHEM YKPBITHS, TeM
ay4ie. HaBepHoe, 3TO OTpsAd OXOTHHMKOB.

OHHU He cTaJM TpaTuTh BpeMs Ha GpyKThl, U KaK TOIBLKO
OTPsAJ KUTallieB HCYE3 M3 BUAY, IOKHHYIH POLIMLY H ITyCTH-
JINCh PBICLION BAOJIb HM3KOM CTEHHBI K Ipsiie XOJIMOB B IBYX
KwioMeTpax oT HuX. Huk nogyman, 4yro G0JbLUMHCTBO-TO M3
HHUX MOXET Tak, 6e3 ocoboro Tpyna, 6exaTb, HO BOT MHCCHC
Kiann u Buxkapuit? OH yBumesa, Kax JIXuH nmpuHOIM3mnach K
NOXWIol XeHILINHe U 3a0paia y He€ Kop3uHy ¢ JIxepeMH.

Ha nonsx MecTaMH pOC/IH pacTEHHUs, YeM-TO TNOXOXHe Ha
37akoBble, ogfHakKo HHMK HMKorza mpexae MX He BHAEN:
3pesible KOJIOChsSl NPSIMO-TAKH KPacHEIH OT OFPOMHBIX CEMAH
WIH 3épeH. Y3Kie JIMCTOYKM IO KpasiM 3aKaHYHBaJlach Kpo-
XOTHBIMH KOJIOYKAMH, KOTOpble LEIUIUINCh 32 MX OAEXIY C
YAUBHUTEIBHOM CHWIOH, TaK 4YTO IPHUXOAWIOCH NOCTOSSHHO
Hamnp[raThCs, CTapasiCh BHIPBAaTLCS.

Huk crinotHyn KkoMok B ropie. Ero Mydana xaxna, HO He
6bUTO BpeMeHH clieNaTh JaXe HECKOJIBKO IIOTKOB M3 saru.
B noBeeHHM OCTAJIBHBIX €r0 TOBapHILEi CTONb SBHO OLIYy-
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1aJIaCh HEOOXOMMMOCTb CNELIMTb, YTO OH Npojoxan Ge-
XaTb, He OCTaHaBIMBasAch. JIUHAa B3sina JlaHra Ha pykH, XOTA
NneKyHec GOMbUIYIO YacTh yTpa LIEJ CaMOCTOSATENBHO.

K cuyacThlo, MoanéM Ha XOJM ObUI NOJIOTMM, HO HOCje
.TaKoro 6era 4epes 1oJi oH Aajicd UM Henerko. Ctpayn noaan
CHIHaJI OCTAHOBHMTBCSI Ha OTABIX. 3Aech ObUIO He TPYAHO
HaWTH MeECTO MJid YKpBITHA, Aa K TOMY X€ BCS OKpyra
OKa3ajach Kak Ha JIalOHH.

— Emé 6ponsaru! — Huk nexan mexay JIxun ¥ JIMHNOI,
M aHDIMYaHKa MOKAa3ajla pyKOi Ha HOBBIM OTpsl JIOAEH, XO
KOTOPBIX ObUIO CJIMLIKOM AajIeKO, YTOOBb!I pasrisafeTh KaKue-
HUOYAP AeTald M3 OdeXAbl WIH CHapsDKEeHHA.

Crpayn u Kpokkep TyT Xe, Kak 3aMeTa1 HHK, nepesepHy-
JINCh ¥, TIPUKPLIBaA IMla3a OT COMHIA, NMPHHINCh H3y4aTh He
PACCTHIABLUYIOCS BHHM3Yy JOJHHY, a He60 Hal coboii.

— He Bugats, — npoGopMoOTas YNIOJTHOMOYEHHBIN Ipax-
JAHCKOM OOOpPOHBI.

— Tloka He BuaaTs. Ho cIMLIKOM yX MHOTO 3[€Ch JBIDKE-
Husa. Ecnim Havanace Gonblas oxora...

— MbsI ocTa€Mcs lexaTthb 3[1eCh B YKPBITUH 1O TEMHOTBI, —
o6bsaBuwn Ctpayn. — [la, Tak HyXHO, — J06aBWI OH, 3aMETHB
Bo3paxeHMe Ha juue Jleam duansl. — S He BHXY apyroro
BBIXOJA... KPOME KaK NlepeHOYeBaTh NpAMO 3[d€eCh.

— JManexo ew€, — puckHyn HwuK 3amath Bompoc, —
OTCIOa A0 Ballero yoexmuia?

— Tne-to Mwm Tpu Hampamylo. Ho ecim gepXatnes
YKDBITHIH, TO 3TO PacCTOSIHHE HEMHOro yBelnmuyuBaercd. Ce-
rooHs Mbl BuAequ 6onblie 6poasr, 4eM 3a HECKOJIBLKO
NIpeabIIyIIMX Heleb...

— A BOT U KOe-KTO Ipyroit! — o6opBaj ero BUKapuii. —
910 Ieponba — 3HAYHT, MBI HE CIMIIKOM JAJIEKO OT ropoaa.

KpacoyHas ¢urypa BHH3Yy HHUYYTh HE CKPBIBANACh M HE
HMCKaa yxpbITHs. Kak M MOHTIOJIbI, OH €XaJl Ha KOHE, HO He
Ha KaKOM-TO MOXHaToM MOHH. Ero koHp ¢ BHAY Ka3ajcs
LMoMHe OBGBIMHOM Jlowanblo, ecii He CYHTaTh Gosnee MIMH-
HBIX M XyAbIX HOT. M ero Genyio WIKypy OKpyXaJ TakKoil xe
CBeTAIMIicA opeon, KaK H 3enénoro Yenoseka B Jiecy.
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Ha 3ToM co3naHuM, HécueMcs To 3eMJle C YOUBHTEIbHOM
CKOPOCTBIO, CHIEN YeJIOBEK WIH, MO KpaiHel Mepe, T'yMaHO-
un. OnesiHue ero GbUJI0O He MeHee OCJIEMMUTENBHOE, YeM IKypa
€ro KOHsl — Yy3KHil KaM30J1 6e3 pyKaBOB, CLIMTHII KaK Obl U3
SIPKHMX pa3HOLIBETHBIX JIOCKYTOB, CBEPKABLINX B JIydaX COJH-
Lia; TaKHe Xe, Kak M y 3enéHoro YenoBeka, GpHmxu. A Ha
TOJIOBe — INATIOYKA C YETHIPbMA TOPYALIHMH YTOJIKAMH.

OnHako BOJIOCHI Y HEro, B OTVIMYHME OT 4YeJIOBeKa U3 Jieca,
OBUTHM KOPOTKHE H JIOCHAIIHecs. JIMLO cMyTioe, U Ha Bepx-
Hell rybe TeMHe/lla HUTOYKA YCOB, TakKad TOHKafA, CJIOBHO
ObUIa HapHCOBaHa CaMbIM KOHYHMKOM KHCTH.

B TOM, KaKk OH cKakajl, B UIHDOKOM Oere ero KoHi,
BHJEJIaCh KaKas-TO LeJb. A NOTOM, NPHCMOTPEBIIHCh BHM-
MartejbHee, HUK BOPYT paccMOTpes TO, YTO CliepBa YIyCTHI:
Yy 3TOTO «KOHsI» He ObLIO KOIbIT, BMECTO HHX — KOITHCTbBIE
JIaMkl, TIOXOXHE Ha co0aybH.

H... OHM He KacaJliChb IOBEPXHOCTH 3eMiH. Kaszanocs,
KOHb HECETCS TaJIoNoOM IO KAKOH-TO HEBHAHMOMH JOpOXKe,
NPOJIOXEHHOH! B HECKOJIBKHMX HIOoiMax Han 3eMn€id. OH gaxe
HE CBEPHYJI H He MOAMNPLITHYJ, KOraa NpHOIU3WICA K OQHOM
M3 CTeH, OKPYXaBLIHX MOJIA, a NPOCTO MOAHSUICA BbIlle,
MHMHOBAJI 3TO NMPEMATCTBHE M IPOJOJIKII CBOE OBHXEHHE K
Ipsiie XOJIMOB BIIEpeAH, C KAXABIM LIaroM NMPHIOAHHUMAsACh
BCE BbILlIe M BbIllle, pOBHO, 6e3 KAKMX-JTHOO BUAMMBIX YCHIHM
nepe6upasi nanaMd. BoT KoHb mocTr 3Toi rpsaasl. U TyT
Hux ycneiian crpaHHoe mnoaBbiBalollee rygeHue... OTKyna
OHO MCXOJWIO, OT BCaJHHKa?

Het, cBepxy.

— OxotHuk! — BBIKpHKHYN CTtpayn.

OHH enBa ycIeJM CNpPATaTbCA B CBOEM YKPBITHH, KOria
BHe3anmHO B Hebe BO3HHUK JIETAIOLOMI amnnapart, NMoXoXuii Ha
JIETAIOLYIO0 TapeJIKy, KOTopasi OXOTWIach Ha 6ponsr y osepa,
HO HAaMHOIO MEeHbUTYIO TNo pa3MepaM. M u3 BepxHeii Kymnoso-
obpa3Hoii €€ yacTH BHU3 yOapwil Jyd.

Huky Bapyr 3axotenoch YuxHyTb. OIHAKO OH He MOT faxe
NnoleBebHYTLCA, CJIOBHO BPOC B 3¢MJIIO, Ha KOTOPO# Jiexal,
a Tesio Hayasio 60JIE3HEHHO NOKANBIBAThD.
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JIy4y ynépcst Bo BcaIlHHKA H €ro KOHs, KOTOpble JAaXe He
MOAHSVIM TOJIOB, YTOObI MOCMOTPETh Ha aTaKylollero, mnpo-
JoDKasi TMo-TIpeXHeMy HecTHCh rajonoM. JIyy cran spue.
Hux ycapiman nockynusanue JlaHra ¥ prl4aHue, JOHECIee-
cs1 OT KOp3HHBI ¢ KoToM. HO mpoTecT XUBOTHBIX TeEM H
OrpaHHYWICH.

OpHako Jiyd He OTNyCKal BCalHUKA, YCHINBAsICh, IOKA HE
CTajl TaKuM SpKHM, 4TOo 60JbHO OBUIO cMOTpeTh, H Huky
MPULLUIOCh OTBECTH B3NIAL B CTOpoHY. Korma oH BHOBb
peliwics NMOCMOTPETh, BCAAHHK YXe MeIJIEHHO CHIXajce Mo
Ty CTOpoHYy rpsaabl. Kakoe 6b1 opyXHe HH HCNOJB30BaN 3TOT
JIeTaIOlIMIi anmapat, OHO He oKa3ayio Ha I'eponbaa HU Maneii-
1IIEro BO3AeMCTBHMA. BcalHHK mNpomosXan YBeJIUYHBATh
CKOpOCTb, COBEPLIEHHO He 00palliasi BHUMaHHS Ha Hamnajiaoo-
1LIETO, CJIOBHO TOIO M HE CYLIECTBOBAJIO BOBCE.

M Bcé Xe neTarolias Tapeaka IMpoAoJDKajia Ipec/ieaoBaTh
Teponbaa, He ocTaBisdsl Ge3yCHELIHBIX MOMBITOK NOPa3HTh
€ro JIy4OM, CJIOBHO HaJlesiCh, YTO €CJIM C M3OBITKOM HaKayaTb
CBOero Bpara 3Hepruei, 3To NpUHecET el mobeny. HakoHeu
OHHM YIUTWIHCH TaK JajeKo, 4yTo ['epoisba Temeph Kazaics
JIMLIb KAaKUM-TO SPKMM LIBETHBIM IMSTHOM, OBICTPO HCYe3alo-
IUMM BAQIM, a Hal HUM — JIeTalollas Tapenka, Bc€ ellé
YIIOpHO npecieqoBaBliasg ero. HUK oOGHapyxui, 4YTo eMy
ctayio gerde. OH NPUNOOHSUICA U CJEOWI 3a 3TOI CTPaHHOI
OXOTOM, ITOKAa OHH HE CKPBLUIMCh M3 Iia3.

— OxOoTHHK, HO c¢ [eponbaoM eMy He crIpaBMTbCSH, —
nosichmn Kpokxep. — A I'eponba Hanpapisetca B ropoa. OH
TOJBKO 3allMlIaeTCs, He Hamaaaer...

— Yro BB HMeeTe B BUAYy? — nouHTepecosayics Huk.

— Bor 3TH caMble OXOTHHKM HNBITAIOTCS pa3pyLIHTh ropo-
Jla, HO Te HUKOTa He HAaHOCAT OTBETHBIX yaapoB. He crpensior
U3 3€HUTHBIX ODYAMii, CIIOBHO MM BCE PaBHO, CJIOBHO 3TH
OXOTHHKM HHYETO HEe MOIYT C HMMHU INoAenaTh, M NO3TOMY
OHM NPOCTO HE HOalOT cebe Tpyaa cpaxaTbcs. Thl BHaen
I'eponpia... oH Jaxe He MOCMOTpEN BBEpX, YTOOB! YBHIETD,
KTO WIM 4Yro arakyer ero! Ecim 6bl Tonbko y Hac Obulia
nofoOHas 3allMTA...
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— MpbI MOXeM NPHUHSATh HX NpelIOXEHUE, — THXO CKa3al
Buxapuii. — W T 3Haew 310, bappu.

— Her! — ronoc nétynka cHopa cran pe3skuM. — A —
Bappu Kpokkep, 1 coonpalock HM ocTtaTbes. [laxe ecan MHe
npUAETCs BCIO XM3Hb y6eratb M npsrarbces!

— A 4TO NPOMCXOIHT, ECJIH KTO-TO NIPUHHUMAET Npeajioxe-
Hue 'eponpna? — cnpocun Huk. — Bbl roBopuiM, 4ro oHU
H3MEHSIOTCA... HO Kak?

Kpoxxep He aan BO3MOXHOCTH BUKADHIO OTBETHTb. OH
npo6ypyan Huky:

— N3mMmendiorca — u Bc€. Mbl BUIeaH, KaK 3TO NPOU30LI-
J0 ¢ Purtoii, — NETYHUK 3aMOJIK, CIOBHO HE MOT 3aCTaBUTb
cebs 1o6aBHUTH YTO-THOO0 K 3TOMY.

— Buauins JH, — MelJIeHHO Hayan X3IJIETT, MHTKo,
6yaTo Kacasichb KaKOM-TO OYEHb WICKOTJIMBOH TEMBbI, H €My
6bUTO TPYOHO MOAOHPATh HYXHBIE CJIOBAa, — BHayajle ¢ HaMH
6bLIa ellé ofHA XeHIIHHa, HeBecta bappu. OHa BcTpeTHIach
c 'eponpaoM mpexnae, 4YeM MBI NOHSUIM, YTO K YeEMY, U OHa
MPHHSUIA €r0 MpelyIoXeHHe. A 3aTeM OHa NMpHULIA K HaM M
MOITbITAJIaCh YTOBOPHUTb Hac CAENAaTh TO X€ CaMoe...

— Jlyyiwne Gbl eif yMepeTh! — Kpokkep OoTOLIEN OT HHUX.

— Ho 4to Xe ciyumnocs ¢ Hei? — He otrcraBan Huk. —
A nymalo, yro Mbl, JIMHAA U g, HMEEM TIPaBC 3HATh 3TO... €CIIH
NoAOOHBIN BLIOOp OymeT MpemsioXeH HaM.

— A TaK ¥ cay4yuTcs, — pe3ko orBeTwiaa Jlean [uana. —
Mansuuk npaB, AnpHaH.

— C 4yeNI0BEKOM NMPOMUCXOAAT... — BUKAPHII HA HECKOJIBKO
CEeKYHJ 3aMOJIK B HEpPEUIMTEJIbHOCTH, CJIOBHO BAPYT TOHSI,
KaK TpYAHO €My COOOIUUThL MpaBAy IOHOLIE, — OMNpeAeNEH-
Hble pu3nyecKre u3MeHeHHs. Bo3aMoXHO, C 3TUM €llE MOXHO
6bu10 6B1 cMHpPHTLCA. HO KpoMe Toro H3MeHseTCS NMCHUXUKA H
yyBcTBa. MsI cunTaeM, Puta — 1a PHra, KoTopas BepHyaach
K HaM, — Gosnblie He NMPHHALJIEXHUT K POAY YeIOBEYECKOMY.
VY moneit ¢ poxaeHUs MOSBIAETCS CTPaX CMEPTH, U TOJBKO
HEMHOTHE M3 Hac B COCTOSIHMM NpPeoNoJieThb €ro, OT OJHOM
TOJIbKO MBIC/IM O CMEPTH HaM CTaHOBHUTCSI He Mo cebe. A 3To
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H3MeHeHHe nonobHo cMmepTd. [loToMy YTO TOT, KTO NPHHHU-
MaeT MpelJIoXeHHe, TMNepeceKaeT IpaHULy MeXAy HalluM
MHpoM U MHpoM HMHBIM. M orryna Her Bo3Bpara. Y Halne
OTBpalileHHe K TOMY, BO YTO OHHM INpeBpalaloTci, CTOjb
CWIBHO, YTO MLl HE MOXEM pPSAAOM C HHMHM HaxoauThcd. A
MbITaloCh NogoOpaTh MOAXOASUINE CJIOBA, HO Ha CaMOM JeJie
HYXHO YBHUAETh NOAOOHOEe M3MeHEHHMe, YTOObl OO KOHLA
OCO3HaTh, YTO X€ OHO TAaKoe.

Bukapwuii cMoTpen B riaza Huka, HO Bce ocTajbHbie,
KpoMe JIMHABI, OTBOJAMIH B3I B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO GOSUTHCh
WIH CTBIAWIHCH TOTO, YTO OH CKa3zaja. A 3areM Jlean [InaHa
APOXAlHM IoJIoOCOM MPOroBopMia;

— Hy urto, Crpaya, Boaro Mel TYT elu€ OyaeM cHIeTh?

I'nasa wecmasn

HecMoTpst Ha MacKMpyolie X KycThl, HHK 4yBcTBOBaI
ceOs1 OOHaXKEHHBIM, GECITOMOLIHBIM H 0e33alUUTHHIM TNepen
TeM, YTO MOIJIO MOSIBUTbCA C HeOa WIM MOAKPacThCHA IO
3emiie. 1 Bc€ Xe mOJIMHA BHU3Y ObUla ewlé Gojiee OTKPHITOI,
H yX e€-To, nmogyMaj OH, HH 3a YTO He YOacTcs Iepeceyb
He3aMeYeHHBIMH.

Crpaya ToXe BHHMaTeJIbHO pacCMaTpHBaJl pABHUHY.

— Mpb1 MoXeM npoOMTLCA BOH Tyla, — €ro Mnajiel] yKasbl-
BaJl Ha CKJIOH XOJIMa JaJieko cripaBa. — Korana mMbl fobepémcs
o Hero, TaM 6yner Jy4lle BUIHO, YTO HAXOAHMTCS BIIEPEIH...

Ho narH nonb rpsiabl XoiiMa oKa3ajloch HeJierko. YacTs
MyTH MM NpHUUIOCh TOJ3TH Ha 4YeTBEpeHbKax, mnepeberas
OTKpPBIThIE YYAaCTKHM MEXIY 3apoC/ISIMHM KycTapHHKa. Tsokenee
Bcex npuxoawiock Muccuc Kinann. Ho oHa He XanoBanace, U
OCTalbHbIE MO OYepeAM LUIM pAOOM C HEll H HEHaBA3YHBO
noMoraaM, Kro kak Mmor. Ilo xpaiiHel Mepe neTaloLHi
OXOTHHMK He BEpHYJICA, KaK He MOSBHJIOCh BHH3Y B JONHHE H
APYTHX OTpPANOB Opoasr.

OnHako K TOMy BPEMEHH, KaK OHM JAOCTHIVIM YKA3aHHOTO
Crpaynom MecTa, COJIHIIE YXe COBCEM CKIOHWIOCH K 3aKATY.
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Bcé nuuo Muccuc Kianm noxkpacHeso, 4 OHa 9acCTO M MeJIKO
abvlwana. E€ pyku, nexaBlive nonepéx KoJieH, B3paruBajiu.
Hux nogyman, 4ro 6e3 XOopollero oTAabiXxa €if HH 3a YTO He
JOMTH.

— Mu1 noxnémcsa cymepek, — oobasun Crpaya. — Iloe-
OUM U OyneM Xaarb.

®naru Huka m Crpayna nouUM No KpyTy, a 3aTeM H3
MELIKOB JOCTaJM NnpHunacel. PaBHMHA BHH3Y ocTaBaiach nyc-
TIHHOH. Ho KXorma conHile CKIOHWIOCh K ropH3oHTy, Huk
BIPYT 3aMETHJI €lll€ ONHO CBeYeHHE Ha CeBepO-BOCTOKE.

Hux 6b11 B no3ope BMecTe ¢ JIxuH. Cierka npMKOCHYB-
1IMCh K €€ IUleqy, OH YKa3aJl Ha CHSHHE.

— lNopon, — oTBeTHIa OHA Ha HeBBLICKA3aHHBIH BOMpoOC. —
Houynlo OH Bech CHAET — THl B XH3HH He BHIE] HHYETO
noao6Horo.

Huky nokazanoch, 4To B €€ rojioce nNpo3ByYaid TOCKIH-
Bble HOTKM.

— A HacKOJIbKO OJIM3KO Bbl NOAOHpAIHUCh K HEMY? — 3TOT
3araJoyHbIf TOpold, WIM ropoja, He aaBajiy eMy mnokos. Ilo
BCEM BHAMMOCTH, XMTEJIM B HUX IpeOLIBAIM B IOJHOH Oe3-
OIaCHOCTH.

— JlocTaTo4yHO G/JIM3KO, — OTBETWIA AeBYylIKa, — JOCTa-
TOYHO GJIM3KO, YTOOBI MCITyraTbCs, — Ha MTIHOBEHHE OHa
3aMOJIKJIa, a 3aTeM aobaBuina: — To, YTO roBOpWI BUKAPHii O
Pure, — npapaa. OHa cTana... Apyroii. Ho oHa ruakana B ToT
nocJedHUl pa3, Koraa npuxoamwila K HaM. OHa He Xejana
HaM 3/1a... OHa XOTejia NOMOYb...

ToBopusia OHa C TPyAOM, CJIOBHO YyBCTBOBaJia cebs B 4YEM-
TO BHHOBATOM.

— Ho BBl €€ nporHamu, — 3aBepuimn Huk u 1yT Xe
noxajesl 0 CKa3aHHOM.

JIXYH moBepHyna rojioBy U B3IJISHY/A NMPSIMO B €ro JIKLIO.

— Mpl oTocnanu e€ nmpoyb, — PE3KO CKa3ajila OHa.

Hux cmytincd. IloyeMy oH ckaszan 3T10? AHIVIMYaHe 3Ha-
JIM, 4YTO MM AeNaTb, YTOOLI BLDKHTb 34€Chb. A TO, YTO OH
BRICKa3aJl BCJIyX, MpO3BYy4aslo, CJIOBHO OOBMHEHHE.
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JIXXVH CHOBa OTBEpHYJIACh, IisiAs B MOACTYTABIINE K HUM
CyMepKH, HO XOTA OHa M JieXajla TaK OJIM3KO, YTO OH Mor 6e3
TpyAa MPUKOCHYTLCH K Hell pykoi, HUK yyBcTBOBaJ, 4TO OHa
JaJIeKO-JJIeKO OT Hero.

— Ecan MBI mpomo/mXKMM Halll MyTb, — MONBITAJICA OH
npepBaTh MoYaHue, — Kak xe Muccuc Knann? OHa coBceM
6e3 cui...

— 4 3Halo, — €€ ronoc 3By4ai Kak 61 H3ganeka. — Ho eii
NMpUAETCA MocTapaThes, a Mbl Bce OymeM MoMorarb eid. Mel
JOJDKHBI 10OpaThcsd 4O Halllero Ha€XHOTro YKPbITUS paHblle,
YeM HACTYIHT HOYb.

— Buaute yro-Hnbyap? — cnpocuwi c3agu Crpaya.

JIXUH mokxayayia roJIoBOH.

— Huxkoro u Huyero. Tonpko ropon cHsieT CBOMMH Or-
HAMH.

3apeBo B Hebe pa3ropajioch B CTYLLABLIMXCS CyMepKaX.

— Ha To# cTrOopoHe rpsiabl MBI OKaXeMcsi B TEHH, —
Crpayn, Ka3zajioch, oOpagoBayic 3Toii Mbican. — Iloxanyi,
rnopa BBICTYNaThb.

Cnyck Obur mosnoruM. JIXUH onsiTh Hecjia KOP3HHY C
Oxepemu. A JIunpa, c¢ JlaHroM Ha pykax, LUIa cjiesa OT
muccuc Kinann. Korma oHu crmyctwinch B gonuHy, Crpayn
YCKOpMJI 1l1ar, a BUKApHii, HEMHOIO NPHUOTCTaB, LIEJ BMeCTe
C TpeMs XEHUIMHaMH.

BpeMs oT BpeMeHH OHHM OCTaHABIUBAIMCH NMEPEAOXHYTh, H
muccuc Knann Hu pasy He noxanopanace. Ho 6bu10 coBep-
LIEHHO SICHO, YTO OZHA TOJBKO BOJIA 3aCTaBldeT €€ MIOTH
Briepén. Jlaxe cyMKa c npunacamMm Tenepb packayuBaaach Ha
weyve JIMHABI, ypaBHOBELUHUBAsA €€ COOCTBEHHYIO TYPHUCTCKYIO
CYMKY.

Jlenu ImaHa mopgoiluia M, HH CJIOBa He TroBops, TBEPIO
B3su1a MuccHuc Knann noa pyky. Uro onu 6ynyr aenars, Xoraa
HaCTYIIUT NoMHasA TeMHoTa, Huk He 3Han. K cyactsio, ceitgac
61110 TO BpeMs roaa, Koraa cyMepKu Aepxatcs noiaro. Iomu-
MO TOro, 3Ta 3¢MJIsI OcBellajlach HEOECHBIM CUSIHHEM.

Housp Gbuia TpeBoxHoH. HUK BHYTpeHHe B3AparuBai npu
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KaXIIOM HOBOM 3ByKe:. U3 MOTEMOK pa3laBaJIICh TO KaKHE-TO
KPHKH, TO BoH. M HHM dYero moxoxero Ha MeJOAHIO TOM
TpeKpacHoii Yapylolieii NecHH, KOTopas eiBa He cobla3HIWIa
€ro Houblo Bo BpeMsl noXas. OIHHU JIULIL JIAcHALINE AYLIy
3aBbIBAaHMS, KOTOpPble 3aCTaB/ISUIH BpeMs OT BpeMEHH OIJfA-
IBIBAThCS Ha3a] Yepe3 IIeyo, YToObl MOCMOTPETD, HE KPaaETCd
U KTO-HHOYOb c3aaM mo X ciegaM. EMy oyeHn xoTenock
CIIPOCHTBL, YTO O3HAYalOT 3TH 3BYKHM, HO IIOCKOJIBKY €ro
CIIyTHUKHM He oOpalliayii Ha HHUX ocoboro BHMMaHUs, OH TaK
M He pellwics Ha 3To.

— MBsI yXe MHOTO npouutd, — oobasuwi CTpaya Ha OZHOM
U3 npuBaioB. — OCTaJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOIO — H MBI 3aBa-
JIUMCSI CTIaTh B CBOEM YIOTHOM THE3ABILIKE.

OHM yXe MHHOBIM TOJSI M HaXOLWIHCh Y TOZHOXHS
X0JIMa, Hald KOTOPHIM OCJIETIMTEJIbLHO CHSUIO 3apeBO B Hebe.
ITo xoManae CrTpayna OHM ABHHYJIHCh MO 6ojiee pOBHOM
Tporne, TAHyBUIEHCS MeXIy AByMS COBCEM pa3pylI€HHBIMH
CTeHaMH — KOIJa-TO 3TO MoIJa GbITh HOPOXKA.

BoT Tak OHM HOJOLIM K YepHEBLIEMY BO ThbMe 3IaHHIO,
CTEHBI KOTOPOIO TOXe ObUIM CJIOXEHbl U3 KaMHS, OZHAKO
CYMepKH YXe HacCTOJILKO CTYCTWINCh, YTo HHMK He Mor Teneps
C YBEpEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, YTO Xe 3TO0 Takoe. C JIErKOCTbIO
6b1Basioro yesoBeka CTpaya OTKpbUI ABEPb U BOLUEJI.

— Cnapa Tebe, l'ocnioau, — BelAOXHYNMa MHccuc Kianm. —
Mowu GengHele cTapble HOTM yXe€ JAaBHO NMpPOCAT oTAbixa. Jlaii-
Ka s BOWiIy U HEMHOIO MOCHXY, a 3aTeM Oyay CHOBa KakK
oryp4yuk. I yXxe 4yTO4yKy cTapoBaTa, YTOoObI 6€3 yCTalM Ka-
pabkaTbcsl Tyaa-cioaa.

— Yenyxa! — Jlean [IuaHa npoBea e€ BriepEn, NOAYMHSI-
ACh Xe€JaHUIO XeHIHMHb. — Ho He 3a6ynste, Moa, YyTo Mbl
BCce TaM MoMajayii Moj JeicTBHE Jydel oXoTHHKA. M 31O He
CYJIUT HMYETO XOpOLIero.

B wénke aBepeii mokasaiach monocka ceeta. Exsa Huk
nepectynua nopor, Kpokkep ¢ DIyXHM CTyKOM 3aXJIOMHYJ
TSDKENYI0 ABepb, OTpe3as MX OT ThMbI HouM. CaeT ObLI
cinabpiM, ONHAKO aMEpUKAHell pasrisaaen OoJIBUIYIO 4acTh
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OTPOMHOI KOMHATHI C THFAHTCKMM KaMHHOM, CKaMblO, He-
CKOJILKO TaOypeTOB M CTOJ, Bcad Mebesb ObUla JepeBsIHHasd M
TXENad.

Muccuc Kinann ckopee ymana, 4yeM cela Ha OOMH U3
TabypeToB, a [IXXIH TOPOIUIMBO OMNycTHIa KOp3uHY ¢ [Ixepe-
MHu panoM c Heil. Kot xanobHo Msykan. Muccuc Kiann
OTKphUIA KPBIIIKY M BHITYCTHWIA ero Ha Boiio. Kot sipoctHO
BCTPAXHYJICHA, ODIsAAECA, MOBEJ HOCOM B CTOPOHY KAMHHA B
NPHHSICA OCTOPOXHO HCCJIeIOBaTb KOMHATY.

Huxk yBuaesn, yTo B Heii MMeIHCh OKHa, HO Kaxnoe ObUIo
3aKpBITO M3HYTPHU pEIUETYATBIMH CTaBHSIMH. Kpokkep 3amep
JIBeph Ha TSLKENBIA 3acoB. CBEeT HCXOAWI OT CTOsBLICH Ha
cToJIe IUIOLIKH, a OT CAaMOIo IropeBlero GUTWIsA, MOrpyXKEH-
HOTO B KaKylo-TO XMIKOCTb, HCXOAWI TIPUATHBLIA 3amnax, 1a 1
camMa 3Ta KOMHaTa HaBeBajia NOKOW M olulylleHHe Oe3omac-
HOCTH.

— Y10 310 32 MecTOo? — JIMHAa omycTWia JIaHTa BHM3, H
OH TYT Xe Y/IErcd Ha noJ, NoJIOXWB MOPAOYKY Ha NepeaHHe
nanmsl. — IloyeMy-To... 3meCh YyBCTByelllb ce6d... Xopouno!

Buxapmii npHcen Ha cKaMblo pgaoM ¢ MuccHe Kiarm u
YNBIOHYJICSI A€BYLIKE.

— [Ha, 3r0 MecTo O/ OTAbIXa, M JaXe Oonblle, YeM
TPOCTO 1A OTAbIXa, MECTO IJI1 BOCCTAHOBRJIEHHUS AYLIEBHBIX
cwi. Mbl OOHapyXWiIH HeCKOJBKO Takux MecT. Hekotopnie
M3 HHUX cIeJlaHbl PYKaMH JIOAEH... IpyTHE — eCTECTBEHHOIO
npoucxoxaeHuss. Ho oT HUX HcXoaWT mMoKoif, B KOTOpOM
9eNIOBEK HaXOOUT 3a0BeHHE OT BceX TpeBOT. JTOT AOM, Ha-
BepHOE, MIOCTPOEH TAKHMH, KaK M Mbl CaMH, KTO OBLUIH 31eCh
HM3THAaHHHKAMH, JIIOABMH — OO 3TOM CBHIETENLCTBYIOT ABEp-
HOI1 3aCOB ¥ CTaBHM Ha OKHaX. MBI AymMaeM, YTO KOrAa-TO 3TO
6wL1a hepma — B yuinme, yeM Tenepelrdue, AHU. Ho xak um
yoaloCh NMPHMBHECTH Cloa 3TOT AYX YCNOKOEHMS, Mbl He
3HaeM. Bo3MOXHO, B 3TOM NpOCTPaHCTBEHHO-BPEMEHHOM
KOHTHHYYMe Hallle BOCNpHATHe obocTpsercs. B HekoToprIx
MecTax MBI BCTPEYallM yXac, B APYTHX — OJarocjoBeHHBbIi
nokoi. B To BpeMs Kak B HallleM pOQHOM MHpE, €C/IH TaKHe
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MecTa H CYWIECTBYIOT, Mbl C HAallMM CJAObIM BOCHpPHSATHEM
NMPOCTO He B COCTOSHHH Pacro3HaTh HX.

Crpayn ycescst Ha TabypeT, BBITAHYB nepell cO00i TOJCThbIE
HOTH, U CBeT OT (UTWIA JHIIb YaCTHYHO Majal Ha ero
00BETPEHHOE JIULIO.

— M1 Moru Ob1 OcTaThCs 30eCh — €ClIM Obl He 6M30CThb
ropoga. ITo kpaiiHeii Mepe, MBI MOXEM CXOPOHHTLCS B 3TOM
YKPBITHH Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMs. '

Témnoe yyBcTBO ycmoKOeHHUs yDalokMBajio Bcex Mx. Horn
Huxa 3aHbUTH OT GOJIM, OH He MOT NMPHIIOMHHTL, KOTAa ellé
eMy NpUXOAWIOCh TaM MHOro xoaurb. HeobxoauMocTs crna-
caTbCcsl 3acTaBi/islla MATH BIEPEN, HO Ternepb Ha HETo BAPYT
HaBaJIWIACh CTPALIIHAs YCTAJIOCTh, H HETPEHHPOBAHHBIE MBilli-
LibI Pa30M MYYUTEIbHO 3aHbUIM. A YyTb IIOrOAs OH C PadoCThIO
pacTAHY/ICA IUIAlLIMS Ha OAHOM M3 Ky4 CYXHX JIMCThEB BIOJb
CTEHBI, Ha KOTOpYIO eMy YKa3an Kpokkep. U Tyt Xxe npuiuén
COH.

W eMy CHWINCH CHBI, HO He CTpallHble, a TaKHe, KOTOpbIe
XO4YeTCsl yaepxaTb M cMOTpeTh ewl€ U ewié. Jlaxe Korna Huk
TMPOCHYNCA M NMOHSUI, YTO GOJblile HE CITUT, OH HE OTKPbIBa
IJla3a ¥ MOMBITAICS BepHYTh CHOBHAEeHHsA. OIHAaKO CHOBUAE-
HHE He IpPOCTO HMCYEe3Jl0 — OH BOOOLIE TaK M HE CMor
BCTIOMHHTb, YTO €My CHHJIOCH.

— Hux! Bor He npocsinaercsi, ¥ Bc€ TyT! Huk! — noHéccs
[0 HEero SIpOCTHLIM LIEMOT, YbSA-TO PyKa Tpsc/a €ro IUeyo.

OH HeoXoTHO OTKpbLI Ma3a. Hax HuM cknonmnace JInuaa.
XoTa GUTHIL B IUIOLIKE MOrac, OH CMOT pasrisafeTh €€ JULO
B c1abOM cepoM cBeTe, KOTOPhLIii MPOHHMKAJI CBKO3b MaJleHb-
KOe OKOHIIE BBICOKO Hajll MOTOJIKOM.

— Huk! — neByuixa TpsiXHy/a ero el€ cuibHee.

INoHano6uiMcy HeBepoATHBIE YCWINSA, YTOOBI OTBETHTD €ii:

— Ja...

— Tuwe! — JIuHoa HaKIOHWIACh Nobiuxe K HeMy. — Thl
Pa3Oyaullb Koro-HUOyab U3 HHX.

W TpeBorn B €€ romoce 6bUIO CTONBKO, YTO OT OLUIOTO
YYBCTBa IOKOSI HE ocTajiock U cheda. IloguuHsach 30BYy
Aesyuiku, Huk npunoaHsiics M cen.
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— B uyém geno?

— JlaHr ybGexan! — Temnepp, KOria OH NPHUIIOAHSUICH,
JIuHOa HEMHOTO OTOABHHYNACh OT Hero. — CHapyX# HOHEC-
csl CBHCT, H OH ybexan!

— Kak? Bengp nBepnb 3anepra...

Jla, B caMoM nene, ABepb NO-IpeXHeMy ObUla 3amepTa Ha
3aCOB.

— B npyroii koMHaTe... — OHa TNOTSHYJ/a €ro 3a pyKy. —
TaM ecTb OTKpbITOE OKHO. JIaHT oGexan... U BrICKOYII — 9
TOJIBKO €ro M BHIeJIa...

Kak Moxmo Tumie HuK Bblllen Bcien 3a Heil. Bokpyr
pa3fgaBaliCA Xpall, TSAXENoe AbIXaHHe JIIofei, MOrpyXXEHHBIX B
rmy6oxkuii coH. JIuHAa moBesna ero 3a co6oif. OHM npouuUTH
MHMMO KaMHHa M MOBEPHY/IH HAMpaBo, Tie BHIHeNAch ciaabas
Meplaolasl MOJIOCKa CBeTa, NpoOHBaBIasCA U3-NOJ MPHOT-
KpBITOH ABEPH BO BTOpPYI0 KOMHATYy, BHYTPH KOTOpOil He
ObUIO HHMKAKOM MeOenW, OOMH JIMIIb IIyCTOM KBaapaT na
OKHO, 3a6paHHOe NpYyTbsAMH, — HHUKY He HYyHO GBLIO roBO-
PHTb, YTO OHHU XeJIe3HbIE.

JIuHma BeImycTWIa €ro pyky, noabexana K OKHY, CXBaTH-
Jlach 3a 3TH NPYTbsl U NMPHXajach K HUM JIMLIOM, NBITASCh
YTO-TO pasmIAAeTb B CIabOM CBeTe 3apoXpalolleicsa 3apH.

HagepHoe, TO 11 Xen€30 OT BpeMEeHH NIPOpXaBeJio, TO JiH,
BO3MOXHO, nofa BecoM JIMHABI CABHHY/NIACh KaKas-TO CKpPBI-
Tasi 33ABHKKA, HO TOJILKO PELIETKA BAPYT BHIBAIWIACh HAPYXY,
¥ JIuHOa HamoJIOBHHY BbINajla, HaNoJOBHHY BHICKOJIb3HYJA
M3 OKHa.

Hux xuHysncs Bcien 3a Hei.

— JIunga, He raynu! BepHuch!

Ecnu oHa u ciabliajia €ro, To He co6Mpanach NOBUHOBATh-
cqa. HarkHyBuinch Ha pelU€TKY, KOTopasd CHOBAa BCTajJa Ha
npexHee Mecto, Huk ysuaen, kak JIMHAa BHIXOOUT BO ABOP,
THXO noBTopsiag uMs Jlanra. [IpyThs CHOBa Ka3aJUCh IPOYHBI-
MH, HO OH YyJapW KyJIaKOM IO HHM, PelIETKA BHOBb NTOAAJIach
BriepEN, U OH BBICYHYJICA HapyxXy.

— JIunpa! — 3akpuyan oH. EcnM ocTajibHble MPOCHYTCH,
TeM JIyqlle.
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OH yBHIEN €€ y NpoJioMa B CTEHE.

— i BuUXy ero, — orTo3Banach AeBylika. — He uau 3a
MHOIi, OH He XeJlaeT CHAYLIaThCd H YOeXWUT, e€ClIM A He
noiiMalo ero. 1 oH HHU 3a 4YTO He MONOMAET KO MHe, €CIH
YBHIAUT TeOs.

He 6bpUt0 HHKaKOM BO3MOXHOCTH OCTAHOBHUTH €€. 3aGBIB,
rae HaxoAuTcsd, OeBYlIKa yXe MHHOBaJa IPOJIOM M CHOBa
Mo3Bajla NeKUHeca:

— JlaHr — xo MHe, JlaHr... JlaHr... JlaHr...

HecMoTpsa Ha npeaympexneHue, HUK cHoBa TONKHYA pe-
WETKY M BbIOpasicsa Bciien 3a Heil Hapyxy. MoxeT, oHa H
npaBay cKasaja: yBuAeB ero, JlaHc cTaHeT ocTopoxXHBIM. Ho
OH [OOJDKeH OOTHaTh JEBYLIKY M BTOJIKOBaTb, KaK OIIACHO
6poAuTh MO HOYaM B 3THX MecTaX. B KpaiiHeM ciydae, eii
npunérca 6pocurs JlaHra pagu coGCTBEHHO# Ge30MacHOCTH.

OnHako, Jaxe co3HaBas BCIO JIOTMMHOCTb 3THX JOBO/IOB,
Hux noHuMas, YTo OH HUKOIZIa HE CMOXET 3aCTaBHTL JIMHOY
COINIacCUTHCSI ¢ HUM. BO3MOXHO, YTOOBI NPUBECTH €€ B Oe3-
onacHoe yGeXwile, eMy NpUAETCA NPUMEHHUTh PUIHYECKYIO
cuy.

— Jlanr... JlaHr, Tl Xe XOpOUIHI, XOpPOLIMA MaIb4MK!
JlaHr... — JIuHaa cuaena Ha KOPTOYKaxX Ha TPONMHKE, BBITS-
HYB DYKY nepen coboii, rojoc e€ ObU1 3aHCKMBAIOLIMM. —
JlaHr... — BTOpOJ pYyKOii OHa YTO-TO JOCTaJa U3 HaKJIAIHOIO
KapMaHa JXHHC. — JIaHTI... Koe-4TO BKYCHEHBKOE... Thl 3TO
MOOHULIB... BKyCHOe, JIaHT!

Huxk yBuaen nexkuneca. II€c ocTaHOBWICS M MOCMOTpEN
Hazax Ha JImnay. Huxk Toxe ocraHoBwicsa. Ecau JIunae
yaacTcsi IOAMaHHUTh €ro...

— BkycHoe, JIaHT... — OHa roBopwia Tak, CJOBHO 3TO
ObU1a urpa, B KOTOPYIO €if yXe He pa3 NPUXOQWIOCh MIPaTh
paHbllle,

JlaHT 4YyTh OGepHYyJICS, BHICYHYB CBOHM PO3OBLIH S3bIYOK,
6yaro yxe npobysfi Ha BKyC TO, YTO OHa Mpe[iaracT emy.

— Bky-c-Ho-e... — JIMHOAa NPOTAXKHO NpPOM3HECSA 3TO
CJIOBO.
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OnuH war, NoToM el ABa — NMEKUHeC MEUIEHHO BO3Bpa-
wainca. Hux 3apepxan avixanue. Kak Tonbko JIMHOa cxBaTuT
Jlanra, oH 3acTaBUT MX ODOMX BEPHYTLCSA B JOM.

— XopoumMi... Xopoluuii... JIaHr... — AeBylIKa BOT-BOT
IOTIHETCA N0 MekuHeca. Ha €€ J1agoHH Jiexalo HECKOJIBKO
KYCOYKOB PacKpOlIEHHOTO KOPHMYHEBOIO neyeHus. — Xopo-
i JIaHr...

W TyT pasgaincsa pe3kuii NpOH3UTENbHbIA CBUCT.

MrHoBeHHO NEKHMHeC pa3BepHyacs M O6pocun B3rigl Ha
JIepeBbs ClIEBa, OTKY[a HCXOMMI 3TOT 3BYK. 3aTEM OH 3all€n-
Csi JlaeM M CTpeJioi yMyasics Tyaa.

JInHaa 3axpuyasna, BCKOYMIA Ha HOTH U PUHYJIAch Beiiel 3a
HHM, 3a6BIB 000 BCEM Ha CBETe, KPOME CBOEro yoeraiouero
nca.

— JIunna! — no3Ban HHK aeByluKy, a 3aTeM Opocuica 3a
HeH, OTOPOCHB B CTOPOHY BCAKYIO OCTOPOXHOCTH, TOHUMas,
YTO KAKMM-TO 00pa3oM OH JOJDKEH OCTaHOBMTHL JIMHAY Ipe-
Xie, Y4eM OHa CTOJIKHETCS C TEM, YTO NMPHU3BaJIO K cebe JlaHra.

Ilécuk nasui, He nepecrapas. A JIuHaa rpoMKoO, KaK TOJILKO
Morja, 3sala ero. HuK Monmyan. Yto Tonky HaaphiBaTbCsl M
opaTh — OHa BCE pPaBHO HE NOCJIylIaeTcs €ro.

Huk 4yth He moifiMas AeBYLIKYy, HO 3TOMy NOMelIal Ka-
MEHb, HaIlOJIOBUHY BPHITHIH B 36MJII0, — CIIOTKHYBLIHMCH, OH
IUIALIMS PacTSHYJCS [Ja TaK CWILHO YAapWics O 3eMJII0, YTO
Yy HEro nepexBaTWIO JbIXaHHE.

JIviup yepe3 HECKONBKO CEKYHI OH C MOMOLIBIO PyK CHOBa
NoJHsUICS Ha HOTM, Ho JIMHAAQ yXe CKphUlach M3 BHIYy, H
TOJIBKO Kayaloulascs BeTKa yka3biBajla, KyJa oHa ybexana.
OnHako oH Bc€ ewE ciablian nai JlaHra 4 KpUKU JeBYLIKH.
Jlypouka... ¥ ewé Gosiee KpenKue BHIpaXeHHS MPHLUTH Ha YM
Huxky, xorna oH ABHHYJCS 3a Hel. be3 coMHeHuMsa, oOH
NocTynaeT TaK Xe ITyTo, KaK ¥ JIuHaa, oTTipaBUBIINCH BCJIEH
3a He#l. Ho ecnu oH BepHETCS B OM 3a MOMOLIbIO, OHa
MoxeT NMorubHyTs. HeT, OH N0JDKEeH monaraThesl TONBKO Ha
COOGCTBEHHBIE CWIbl — HHMYEro Jpyroro Gosbilie HEe ocTaBa-
JIOCh.

AMepHKaHell ¢ TpyIoM NpoGuBai ceGe MyTh CKBO3b 3apo-
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CIH KyCTapHHKA, HMclapamnaBlIero ero o KpoBH. HakoHen
Huxk BriOpasnics Ha omyuiKy. OH moayman, YTO MOT HEBEPHO
OLICHHTb HamNpaBjieHHe, HO KpOMe KPDHKOB H Jiad eMy He Ha
yT1O 6bU10 MoNoxuThcA. K TOMy Xe 3TH 3ByKH 060IpsuiH ero
— no KpaiiHeit Mepe JImHma c¢ JlaHroMm emé MoriH
H30aBaTh HX.

— JlaHr... Jlaur! — BTOpOE CJIOBO NMPO3BYYaJio C COBEp-
lIeHHO HoBo# HHTOHauueil. [lepBoe ObUlo 30BOM, a BOT
BTOpOE... YTO Xe OHO BbIpaxasno? [Iporect?

Huk pBaHyncs M30 BceX CHN BNEpEN H HEOXHMIaHHO
okazajJicd Ha TNOJISHKe, cOBceM psaaoM ¢ JIMHIOH, HO OHa
Tenepb M He NbITajach noiMaTh JlaHra.

[I€cuk mo-mpexHeMy JNasUl, IPUCEB Ha 3agHME JIambl MU
BO30YXAEHHO pa3MaxuBasl NepeAHMMH B BO3IyXe, MbITASICh
[OCTaTh YTO-TO 3aMaH4YMBOE, YTO AepXajia B CBOeif pyKe
Apyras OeBYLIKa, C YIbIOKOM Jpa3Hs U 3aBjeKas ero.

JIuHaa caABMHYNAaCch ¢ MecCTa, Kak pa3 Korgma Huk morsan
€€, HO TmpeXIe YeM OH CMOT BBITSHYTb PYKY, YTOOBI OCTaHO-
BHTD €€...

— Het! — 3akpuyaina JIuHaa U B3MaxHyJIa pyKOid, YTOOBI
yOapUTh MO pyKaM TOH, ApYToi.

W oHa ynapwia... HO €€ NagoHb NpOLUIA CKBO3b YYXYIO
pyxy!

JIuHoa npoH3uTeNbHO 3aKpHyana. Bropas neByllka oTCKo-
ywna Haszaja. JIuHma Gpocwiach Ha 3eMJII0 M CXBaTWia Iica,
KOTODBIii JUKO OTOMBAJICA OT XO3AHKH M AaXe B OellleHCTBE
YKycHn e€.

Huk 6pocuics Bnepén, K Toii BTopoii AeBYIUKE... KOTOpas,
HaBepHoe, ObU1a (aHTOMOM.

E€ oxpyxaso JIErkoe cBe4eHHe, H Ka3aJloCh, YTO 3TOT CBET
caM coboii HCXOOHT OT HeoObMaiHO 6eslof KOXH €€ nula U
PYK, KaK OBl OKpyXasd €€ TyMaHHBIM OpEOJIOM, OT YEro
BpeMeHaMH Ha He€ cTaHOBWIOCh 6oJbHO cMoTpeTh. M He-
CMOTpsi Ha TO, YTO CIIy4Ywioch, Koraa JIMHAa momsiTajachk
BLIOUTH Kyco4YeK IeYeHbsl M3 PYKH 3TOIO NMpH3paKa, NeBylLIKa
BLIIJISIAEIa COBEPIEHHO HacToslled, M3 IUIOTH M KPOBH.
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IMpuyém BrIMIANENA TOpa3no 6ojee 6aU3KOH K poay yenoBe-
yeckoMy, yeM 3enéHnlit YenoBek.

V Heé 6bUIH NMpUATHBIE KALUTAHOBLIE BOJIOCHI, CITyCKaBLIM-
ecsi yyTh HMXe Iuied. Ofexnaa cocTosia U3 3eJEHBIX 6pIoK
LBeTa JIECHOM JIMCTBLI, TAKOIO Xe MLBeTa camor M Ony3Kku,
pykaBa KOTOpPOMH BBIMISOLIBAIM M3-TIOJ KaM30Ja, MOXOXero
Ha TOT, 4To ObUT Ha I'eposibae, TONBKO Yy HeE€E OH OBUT He
Pa3sHOURETHBINA, a TOoXe 3€JE€HBI, a Ha TIPyAUM CBepKajia
BLILIMTAsA cepeOpOM H 30JI0TOM BETOYKA M3 cepeOpsHBIX
JIUCTBEB U 30JIOTHCTBIX S0JIOK.

— Kr0 BBI? — TpeboBarensHo cnpocwi Huk. — Yto Bam
Hano?

Ho He3HakoMKa npojo/kajia NMATHTLCS Ha3al, M TyMaH
BOKpPYT Heé CIyLiajcsi, OXBaTbiBasi eé Telo, TaK YTO BCKOpE
OCTaJIOCh BHAKMBIM TOJIBKO OJHO €€ JIMLO, He BbIpaxaslllee
HHMKaKOH YIrpo3bl, Hao0OpOT, M3 IMIa3 OEBYLIKH MEIJICHHO
BhITEKaIH cné3nl. M ycTa e€ meBeINCh, CJIOBHO OHa TOBO-
puia, TOJIBKO OH HE MOT HHYEro pa3o6paTh. A NOTOM TyMaH
OKyTaJl BCIO €€ (UIYpy M pacTasyl, a OHM CHOBa OCTAJIHCh
OIHM.

— Eit HyxeH 6bu1 Jlanr! — JIuHOa mpopomxana Kpenko
npyXuMaTh K cebe nca. — OHa xorena 3a0path cebe JlaHra!

— Ho ona He 3abpana ero, — mnogyepkHyn Huxk. —
Bcrapaii! HaM HyXHO nockopee yOuparhcsl OTclona.

— [Jla, — BrnepBble 3a Bc€ BpeMs JIMHIa, moxoxe, Hayajla
OCO3HaBaTh, KaKOil CepbE3HOH OINMAcCHOCTM OHHM NOABepra-
muck. — HuK, HO OHa Xe mbITasach 3abpaTh JlaHra!

— MoxeT ObITb...

— Moxert 6p1T? ThI BUAET e€! OHa XoTena AaTh €My 4YTO-
To... Tol Xe 6uden e€!

— Ouna gpasnuna ero. Miu, MoxeT ObITh, XOTENIa MOMMATh
bosnee xpynHyio moGergy, yeM Jlanr. Thl Beab nmoMyanack
BCJIed 3a HHUM, pa3Be He Tak?

— To1 uMeewns B BUAYy MeHs? — JIMHOa He CBOAWIA ¢ HETO
HeNoHMMalowux Ina3. — Ho oHa maxXe He mocMoTpena Ha
MeHs... 1 UMeHHo JlaHra oHa noa3mBaia K cebe...
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— A He MoXeT OBITb TaK, YTO OHa 3HaJla, YTO THI IOroO-
HHUIIIBCS 3a TIcoM? — MpoaosDKall HacTauBaTh Ha cBoéM Huk.
U Tenepp, OrMsAOBIBAsACHh Ha3al, OH He cTajl Obl KISACTLCSH, YTO
B JIeByllIKe He YYBCTBOBAJIOCh BOOO1Ile HUKAKOM yrpo3sl. [a u
KaK OH MOT OLieHHBaTh BC€ MHOTOYHCJICHHLIE JIOBYLIKH 3TOTO
mupa. Bo BcAKOM cilyyae He OyoeT HHUKaKoro Bpela, €CJIM
JIMHAY XOpOlIEHbKO HamyraTh ceiyac, YToObI BIpeab OHA He
ObL1a CTONMb Oecre4yHou.

— Thol geiicTBUTENBHO BepHlb B 3T0, Huk?

— Ckopee B 310, YeM B TO, YTO eii HYXeH ObUI TOJILKO
Jlanur. H...

Huxk Bén JInHAy Briepén, KPenmKo CXXMMas e€ pyKy, KaK Obl
HanoMMHas eif, YTO HYXHO TOPOINUTLCI H KAK MOXHO CKopee
BEPHYTbCA Ha3all, K IOMY, B X G6e3onacHoe ykpoite. Ho oH
BAPYT TOHSUI, YTO HE YBEpPEH, MPAaBWIbHO JIH OHH HOYT. XOTs
Terneph ObUIO HAMHOTO CBeTJiee, YeM KOTda OH OTIIPaBUICS
Bcaen 3a JIMHOOM, OH He BuAeA HM OOHOIO 3HAKOMOTIO
OpHEeHTHpa, KOTOpbIi Mor Obl MoAacKa3aTb, Kyaa uaTH. [1os-
TOMY IOHOLIa BHUMAaTEJIbHO BCMAaTpPHUBAJICA B 3eMJIIO, HallesICh
3aMETUTb COOCTBEHHbIE CJIelbl.

BoT! 3apoauBluasics ObUIO TpeBora ucuesia... U 30eCh... H
TaM... EMy Tertepb HyXXHO TOJIBKO CJIEHOBATh 110 3THM BIIOJIHE
OTYETIMBBIM cjieiaM, M OHU BepHYTCSI Ha3al B MX 6e3omacHoe
ybexuiue.

Ho Bc€-taku cTpaHHO, OH Obl HMKOIAAa He MOAyMall, YTO
OHH TakK JaJieKo yoexasH oT nomMa. Beab oH Bpone Gbl coBceM
HENOJIT0 pBICKI MOJ ACPEBLSAMH, Npexae dyeM gorHan JIuH-
ay. OgHako cieapl OBUIM BHOHBI HOCTAaTOYHO sCHO, 1 Huk
NpoAoLKal UATH MO HHM.

Taxk OHH LIUIM OO TeX Nop, MOKa He BHILUIM K MNocjaeJHeMY
AepeBy, NMPOAPAITUCH Yepe3 NMOCIEAHUN KYCTAPHHUK U HEOXH-
IaHHO OKa3ajJHNCh BOBce He mepell 3naHHMEM ¢epMbl, a Ha
KaKOM-TO IPOCTOPDHOM JIyTY, Ha KOTOPOM pocjia Tpasa IO
nosic ¥ BLICOKHE XENThle UBeThl. Baanexe BuaHenuch einé
IepeBbsi, ofHaKo HHMKy 3T0 MecTo mnoka3ajoch COBepLIEHHO
HE3HaKOMBIM.

Ho Beap oHM 1LUIM Ha3ad MO CBOMM COOCTBEHHBIM Clle-
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AaM... KaK Xe Torga... A mo ceoum nu cienam? Ilo crimHe
npobexan xononox... Toraa no yeum xe? [la ¥ ciaensl M 31O
Boobiie? MoxXeT, 3TH OTMETHHBI CAeJIaHbl CNIELHAIbHO, BpPO-
Ie Toil MaHsAmeil necHu JlopereH WIM CBHCTa, KOTOPBIM
yBnéx JlaHra, 4ToOnl yBECTH MX Nojasnblie OT Ge3omnacHoro
Mecrta?

— 3ayeM Ml cloga npuuwtd, Huk?

JIuHga nackoBo ragwia pykKoil Termepb YXe NPHTHXIIETO
Jlanra. HaBepHoe, oHa maXe He 3aMeyasia, KyJa OHM LIUIM.

— S myman, yro Mel uaéM K aomy. HaBsepHoe, TaM, Ha
MOJISHE, MBI MEPENYTANIH HampaBleHHUe.

KoHeYyHO, eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MM OCTaBaJloCh, — 3TO
BepHYyThCA Ha3al. Ho eMy coBceM He XOTesloch BO3BpalllaTh-
cqa. Ta 3noBeulass MOJSHKA BHylLIajJla €My CTpaX, H OH He
MICTILITBIBAJT HH MaJleilllero XeJlaHusl No CBoeil Bojie MoObI-
BaTh TaM elu€ pa3. YTo Xe TakKoe CIYyYWIOCh C HUM, YTO OH
Tenepb Oosics — Mo-HacTosleMy 6osUics — 3TOro Jjeca?

— Ma1 Bcé-Taku nompoGyeM MpOHTH Yepe3 HEro, — OH
CKopee BBICKA3bIBJl CBOM MBIC/IM BCJIYX, 4eM obpalnajics K
neByuwike. HUK pewinn He moamaBaThCsl pacTylleMy B HEM
HeXeJIaHUIO WATH 4Yepe3 Jiec oGpaTHO.

— Her, Hux! — JIMHoa orTckouywia Hasax, Koraa OH
TOTsAHYN ObUIO e€ 3a coboit. — Tonbko He Tyna.

— He rnynu! HaM HyXHO BEpHYThCA B AOM.

OHa nokayazia roJIoBoii.

— Huk, a TH yBepeH, coBepllIeHHO YBEpEH, YTO Thl 3TO
CMOXellb caenaTh?

— Yro THI Xouewlb cKa3aTh? OTO Bedb HeGONBILOH JEC.
MBI NpouUTH €ro HacKBO3b B OAHY CTOPOHY, M 3TO 3aHIO Y
Hac He TaK yX MHoro BpemMcHH. KoHeyHO, MBI MoXeM
BEPHYTbCA Ha3al.

— S He Bepo B 3T10. M TeOGe MeHs He ybeouTh, — OHa
CJIOBHO BOCCTaJIa NMPOTHB Hero. — Sl He moiiay Tyaa!

Huxk Bcxunen ot 3noctu. Ho oH He Mor TaluTh €€, a Beab
MMEHHO 3TO €My NpPHIETCS NeNaTh, €CJIM OHM NMONAYT Yepe3
Jlec.

— Ham HyXHO BEepHyTbCA K IOMY, — MOBTOPMJ OH.
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— Torna paBait o60iinéM ero xpyroM, — JIuHaa NoBepHY-
Jlacb K HeMy CIHMHOW M mnoilUila BAOJb Kpas 3apocieil
KYCTapHMKA H IEpEBbEB.

Huxk HaxMypwics. OH He MOT OCTaBHTh €€ 30eCh OIHY, HO
He CKpPYYHBaTh Xe €ii B caMOM Jiejie PYKH H HECTU K IOMY...

IMoxnaB Horoif KOM 3eMJIM, YTO, BIIPOYEM, eBa JIX IIPHHE-
cjio obnerdeHne, oH OpocuIcs 3a Heid.

— A ecnu 3mech Jajieko MATH B 00OXof...

— 3HayuT, MBI AajieKo noinéM B obxom, — oTpe3ana
JInnpa. — Ilo kpaiiHeii Mepe, MbI OyaeM BHAETb, Kyda HAEM.
HukTO He BBHINPBITHET H3-3a AepeBbeB H He HAOPOCHTCH Ha
Hac, Koraa Mbl OyaeM npoxoauth MuMo. HHK, B 3TOM necy...
€CTb M IpYTHE CylllecTBa, KpoMe Heé! SI 4yBCTBYIO MX, XOTS H
HE BHXY. }

— OTH clegpl, — OH HaKoHell o6J€K B cjoBa CBOM
COOCTBeHHBIH cTpaX. — OHM NMPHUBEIH HAC CIOAA... BO3MOX-
HO, 3TO JIOBYLUKa.

— MHe HameBatb! 3aT0 HUKTO HE CMOXET HEOXHIaHHO
HamacTb Ha Hac.

Onxako, kak 3aMmetw Huk, JIuHma noropamnmBaiacs. U
OHH UUTH KpaeM Jieca Ha IoT OBICTPBIM 1IIaroM, NMOYTH GeroM.
AMepHKaHel Haiesicsl, YTO 3TOT OKOJIbHBIH MYTh HE OKAaXeT-
cAd CJIMLIKOM OJHWHHBIM, OH yX€ 4YyBCTBOBaJl ToOJIOX H
TPEBOXMJICS O TOM, KaK X& BOCIIPHMYT OCTaJIbHbIE HX OTCYT-
CTBMe. AHIJIHYaHEe MOIIH pEeUIUTh, 4YTo OH H JIMHAa
OTNPABWIKCh JAJIbllieé CAMOCTOSITEJIBHO.

XoTs1 HET — OHH Bellb OCTABWIM CBOH CYMKH, BCE, YTO Yy
HHUX 6bUIO € coboii. Cierka nmpHoOOAPEHHBIN 3TOH MBICAbIO,
Huxk pewmn, yro aHIMYaHe He yilIyT U3 AoMa, 6pOCHB X Ha
Npou3BOJN CyAbObl. MoXeT, KaK pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT OHH
OpPraHH30BLIBAIOT TIOMCKOBBI OTPsil M BBIXOAAT MCKAaTh MX.
Yro, eci¥ OH MO30BET?

Ho oH He Mor pewuntbcsi Ha Takoif miar. Ecam JImume
JEHCTBHTEIILHO BCE 3TO HE MEpEUIUTCs, TO 3a HHMH MOIYT
CleoUTh M3-3a JepeBbeB KaKHe-TO cyulectBa. MnM oH cam
CBOMM KPHMKOM MPH30BET KOTO-TO, KTO HaOpOCHTCA Ha HUX.
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H xoTs TpaBa ObU1a TaKo# BLICOKOM, YTO IO Heil TpyaHO 6bLIO
MITH, €My II0Ka3aJloCh, YTO OH YBHIEJ, YTO BIepedH JiecC
KOHYaeTcH.

— Hux... TaM Boaa, — JInHAa cBepHy/a BJIEBO.

M oHM yBMIENHM MaJleHbKHUI OacceiiH, IBHO CO3daHHBIH
PYKOIO 4YeJIOBEYECKOH HWJIM YbMM-HUOYOb OAPYTHM pa3yMOM:
BOAA TOHKOM CTPYHKOil BhITEKasa U3 TpyObl B CTEHE PSIOM C
BOJOEMOM, HMMEBIIMM BHA MNOJYKPYIJIOH 4allld, a NOTOM
Oexasna no XenobKy yepe3 JIyT U Mcye3aya BIAIH.

JIunga omycTnace Ha KoJieHHM, nocTaBUB JlaHra Ha 3eM-
O, KOTOPBHIM TYT Xe NPHHSUICS XagHO JNakaTk. JleByuika
ToXe Habpasa BoAy B JIAOHM, MOJHEC/IA MX K CBOEMY pac-
KpacHeBLIeMYCs JIMLY H Hayajia ITHTh U3 MPUIOPIIHH. YBHAEB
Boay, HUK BOpYT NMOYyBCTBOBAI XaXAy C TAKO# Xe CHIOH, C
KaKO# ero Tep3ajo YyBCTBO rojioaa nepen 3TMM. OaHako oH
TEpIEJIUBO XAaj, NOKa JeBYylIKA He HalbETCS BBOMIO, BHUMa-
TeJIbHO OCMAaTPHUBas Jiec, NoJis M He6o. Ensa JIuHaa nogHsAnace,
OH IpHKAa3al:

— Cnenm 3a OKpPECTHOCTSIMH, — M, HAKIOHUBIINCEH K 3TOM
YHCTOIl XONOAHOM BoAe, OMBUI JIMLIO, HAOpas e€ B JAKOHH H
caenan poarud rmorok. Hukoraa paHblie OH He NnpoGoBa
BOAy MO-HacTosuieMy Ha eéxyc. Kaxercs, y Heé ecThb 3amax...
TIOXOXHMH Ha MATY...

— Hux!

I'naea cedvman

IlonepxHyBIIMICh, OH pPe3KO MOBEpHY/ICHA, TaK YTO BoIa
norexia no noadoponaky. OnHoro B3misgaa 6sUI0 AOCTATOYHO.

— Ha3zan! — Huk crpeMutensHo TonxkHyn JIMHAY B KYCTHI,
pocluiye 1Mo Kpaio Jieca.

— M 4061 JIaHT y Te6s1 HEe MUKHYN! — TAKKUM OBUT Bropoii
ero npukas.

Onu Gonpie He 6LUIH OAHHU Ha 3ToM Jyry. H3-3a rpaasl
XOJIMOB TMNOABWIMCH [Be 4YenoBedecKHe GUIyphl, KOTOpHIe
OTYassHHO OeXalH WM, BepHee, C TPYAOM, CIIOTHIKASCH,
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6penu Kyna-to Bnepén. Onexna Ha HHX ObLIa XENTO-KOpHY-
HEBOIi, JIeTKO pa3MUYUMON Ha (oHe APKOi 3eNEHON TpaBhl.
OnHako OHM M He NMBITAIKCDH cripsATaThesa. Kazanoch, 4To UMM
CJIOBHO OBJIaJie/ KAKOH-TO AUKMI yXac WIH XecToKas HeoO-
XOOMMOCTb IHaJia MX MO COBEPIIEHHO OTKPBITON MECTHOCTH,
Mo KOTOpPOH OHM INEPEABUTUINCh CO BCEH CKOPOCTBIO, *HA
KaKy10 ObUIM CIOCOOHBI.

O6a OHM ATAJIHCh, OYATO MM CTOMIIO BEIHYAMILLIHNX YCH-
JIMii JepxaThcsa Ha Horax. OauH BapyT ynai, u Huk c JIuHaoii
YCHBILIAIH €ro XpHUIUIbli KpPHMK, a NOTOM YBMOENH, KaK OH
MbITAaeTCS CHOBAa MOAHATbCA. Ero CNyrHMK OCTaHOBHWIICH,
packauMBasch, OOEpHYJICS, a 3aTeM BepHYyJicsa mioMoy4b. [locne
Yero, B3SABLIKCH 33 PYKH, OHHM NPOJOJDKWIH IYTh.

— Huk... Tam, B HeOGe!

— 3 Buxy. Jloxuce ¥ He BBICOBhIBaiics!

INoka3zanach HeGoJblIas JeTaloluasd TapeiaKa, NMoxoxas Ha
Ty, 4TO npecienopaia I'eponpga. OnHaKo Terneph OHA 3aBHCIA
NpsAMO HaJ rojioBaMHM GeXaBLIMX, KOTOpble, HaBESpHOE, He
HMMEJIM CWI, YTOOBI 3aMETHTb 3Ty ONACHOCTb.

OHM cpenand, KaK B aroHWH, ell€ HECKOJIbKO 1lIaroB
Briepén. Kaszanoch, 3TOT 3apoclLiMii TpaBoO# JIyT NpeBpaTWiCs
B 6050TO, M Bfi3KasA TPACHMHA HEXMOFSDHO 3aTPYAHSAIA UM
aBikeHHe. OHM YIIaTH Ha 3€MJII0 M OCTAJIHCh JieXaTh Hemlo-
JBYDKHO.

Tapenka 3acTbuia npssMo Han HUMH. M3-nion e€ Gpioxa Ha
KaHaTe cBepKalollleil Maccoil BHU3 cheXal KIyOOK neperuie-
TEHHBIX BepEBOK, H MO 3TOMY XK€ KaHaTy, pPacKa4HBasich,
HayaJl CIyCKaTbCsl €ll€ OJUH YeJIOBEK.

YenoBek U3 Tapeiaku (eclM 3TO TOJNBKO OBLT 4YEJIOBEK)
nokasancss HuHKy coBceM MajleHBKMM, POCTOM C KapiukKa.
Bonpire 0o HEM Huuero Henb3sg GbUIO cKaszaTh — HMGO Tejo
YyXaKa CKPHIBAJIM cepeOpHUCThINi ckadaHAp M LUIEM, MOXO-
XHe Ha 3KHMHPOBKY KOCMOHABTOB MX poaHoro mupa. [Torom
K NepBOMY NpPHUCOCAMHWICS €lUE ONMH YeJoBeYeK, U OHM
3aHSUTHCDh CETHIO, KOTOPOi JIMXO OIYTAaJIH JIeXaBIIHX Ha 3eMile
moneii. Ilo curHany céThb c OByMs TenaMHM YCTpeMWIach B
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TapeJIKy, a ofeTble B ckadaHIpbl GUTIypKH NOAHSUTHCH BMECTe
C Hei.

Tapenka NpoOIIOTWIA IUVICHHMKOB M YAAWIMBBIX OXOTHH-
xoB. Ho nocne 3T0ro oHa He ymMyanach cpa3y npods, Ha YTo
TaKk Hagesuica Hux. OH yxe Hadan OoATbCS, YTO YyXakKH,
HaXonuBlIMecd Ha e€ OGopTy, NMPO3HAIH TakKke M 00 HX
npucyrctBud. KTo 3HaeT, xakue nmpHOGOpHI Y 3THMX OXOTHH-
KoB?

— Hux!.. — npowenTtana JIunaa, m oH GpocHn Ha Heé
XMYPBIH NpeaynpexXaalolMi B3rsa.

JleBylIKa mpHXaja pyKy K ry6aM, CJIOBHO TOJIbKO ¢H3H-
YeCKHM ACICTBHEM MOIVIa 3aITyLLIMTh CBOM cTpax. JIJaHr mpuman
K 3eMJIe pSIAOM C €€ ApoXalHM TeJOM, HO He M3[aBajl HH
3Byka. He pMCKHYTb JIU UM OTIIOJI3TH MOAAJIbLIE B Jiec, NMOA
3a1uTy AepeBbeB? HUK He ObUT yBepeH, YTO 3TO UM yHACTCH...
BO BCSIKOM clIyyae, He ceifyac. Bo3aMoxHo, OHH BooGule 3ps
TpeBoxartcsi. O@HAaKO Tapenka BcE ell€ He yJeTaia.

JlaHr 3ackymun.

— 5 Xe cka3aJ, YTOOHI THL... — SIPOCTHO Hayan 6buto HHK,
OJHAKO TO, YTO OH YBHIEJ, 3aCTaBWIO €ro 3aMOJIKHYTh Ha
TIOJTyCJIOBE.

Mexay KycTaMH, Cpei KOTOPBIX OHH NPSTATHCH, U JIYTOM
BCIIBIXHYJI TOHKMH JIy4 cBeTa, KOTOPBIA Hayall pacLIHPATLCS,
npeBpallasch B TyMaH, o6pa3oBbIBasi nepe] HUMH CBETSALLY-
10CSl CTEHY.

W3 TapenKu B CBOIO o4Yepeabh BHOBB BbUIETE JIy4, MOXOXHI
Ha ToT, YTo npecienosan I'eponpaa. OH GbLT HaleneH Ha
HuX, 1 TyT HHK el pa3 ollyTHn1 NOKANLIBAHUE THICSYH
vronok. TaM, rae Jgy4 ynépcsi B CBETAILNYIOCS CTEHY, TYMaH
CJIGBHO 3a0Yyp/III, H B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI ITO6GeXaIH OTHEHHbIE
MOJIHUH.

«bricTpee B nec! Dra nperpasa A0AT0 HE YCTOHT!»

ITocne 3Toro xpuka Huk Gonpine He Memmwn. Korna o
NPOTSHYJ PYKY B ctopoHy JIMHABI, €ro pyKa ymnajia B IyCTOTY
— [eBylIKa yXe 6exana clioMs IoJIoBy MO JIYTY K CIIaCHTe -
HbIM JdepeBbsiM. Ho kxorma onm 3a6Gpamuch Ha nopsanovHoe
paccTosiHHe B ITyOb Jieca, HHK TpeGOBaTeNIbHO CrIpOCHI:
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— Kro0 Benen nam?..

— Huxkro! — JIuHaa npHclIoHWIach K CTBOJY [epeBa,
CJIOBHO HOTM Oorblue He aepXanu e€. — [osoc... OH Npo3By-
gan B HalMX rojioBax. K1o-t1o... YT0-TO... 10dyMas 310 BHYTPH
Hac!

Huk oTpuuaTebHO MOTHYJ TIOJIOBOH, HE IOTOMY YTO
HanpoyYb OTBEpraj €€ cJioBa, HO YTOObI MPHBECTH B MOPSANOK
cnyTaHHble MbIcaH. [la, 3TO0 ObUIO MpaBoOii — HHMKTO HeE
KpH4YaJl MM 3TOT IIPHKa3, OH BO3HHK Y HEro B rojiobe!

JInnga MeaneHHO orsigenach 10 CTOPOHAaM.

— TIloxanyiicra, K10 ObI BBl HH OBUIM... YTO Obl Bbl HH
ObLIH... — €€ rojioc ObUI THXMM H HE CIIHIUKOM TBEPALIM, —
Mbl GJ1arogapuM Bac...

Ho Hyxmo nm 6narogaputs? C npexHeit cwioii Ha Huka
HaBAJIWIACh YCTAJIOCTh. A MOXET, 3@ HUMH IPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO
OXOTHTCHA KAKas-TO HOBas CHJa, KOTopasd TaKuM oOpa3oM
Cracjia HX OT KOHKYPEHTa.

BHe3anmHO OH C MOPAa3HUTEIbHOM OTYETIMBOCTBIO YBHUIAEI
nepea CBOMMH IVIa3aMM Ty CLICHY.

— OHa mwmakaia, — ckKasaj OH.

— Kr0? — HemoyME€HEO cnpocuia JinHaa.

— Ta pepyuika ¢ JlanroM. OHa ru1akana nepej TeM, Kak
MCYE3HYTb.

— Tl ayMaewub, ona... — JIuHAa SIBHO rOTOBWIACh BO3pa-
3HTb.

— Bo3MmoxwHo... Ho noyeMy oHa nuakana?

JInHaa Tak Kpemko npuXana K cebe mécMKa, YTO TOT
B3BHU3THY/I.

— i He 3Ha0. MoxXer GhITb, €if OYEHBb YX 3aXOTENOCh
Jlanra...

— Her, He noaTtoMy, — HuK cHOBa OTpHLIATEIbBHO MOTHYJI
ronosoii. UM oBlazenio Kakoe-T0 CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO JOCAIbI,
CJIOBHO OH BOT-BOT JOJDKE€H OBUI y3HAaThb YTO-TO BaXHOeE, M
BADYT 3aXJIOMHYJIACh ABEPb, WIH Pe3KO NpepBajiaCh CBA3b, H
OH TaK 3TO M He y3Hal. — Sl He aymalo, 4yTo 3TO BOOOGIlIE
HMMeeT oTHollcHHUe K JlaHry.

— To-To oHa MoA3biBajIa €10 CBUCTOM K cebe, — pe3Ko
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orBeTiia Jluvaa. — Huk, yro Mpl OyaeM aenaTh Aajabiie?
MHe 3TOT Jlec HpaBHTCA He GoJbllle NMpeXHero, MycTb OH
Jaxe M CKCBIBaeT Hac OT TOM JIETAlOLIEH TapesKH.

Huxk 6su1 cornlaced ¢ Heif. Bokpyr ourylanacs Kakasi-1o
XHM3Hb, He HMEBLIAg HUYETO OOLIEro ¢ AepeBbSIMH, BUHOI-
pPaIHHKOM, MXOM H BceM NMPOYMM BHAMMBIM MHpoM. U Kakoe
H3 OBYX 3071 MEHbIlIeS. HEU3BECTHBIM JieC WIM OTKPBITHIH JIyT
M netaiouiaa tapenka? Ho moyeMy-To M3 3THX OBYX 30J1 €My
Gonwlie 1o Ayile ObUI Jec, o Y4EM OH M cooOurwn JIunae.

Ha e€ nuue orpaswrioch COMHEHHE, HO 3aTeM IEBYLHIKA
HEOXOTHO COIJIACHJIACh.

— JymMaro, Tel nipaB. MbI ObI HerpeMEeHHO YTOAWIH B CETh,
KaK Te JBOe, eCJIM Obl 4TO-TO Takoe He BMelnanock. Ho kyna
Xe HaM MATH?

Hux u cam He 3Han. Komnac, BeIpy4yaBllIHii ero mpexne,
OoCTaJICAd B JOME BMECTE C OCTAJIbHBIMH BelllaMH. A OH Iocjie
TOTO, YTO CJIYYIIOCH, GOJIblie He AOBEPSII CBOEi cnocoGHoC-
TH OIpedeisiTh HalpaBieHHe.

— Xanp, yro JIaHr — He OXOTHMYBLA cobaka... Toraa OH
Mor 6bl BBIBECTH Hac...

— Ho on xe Moxet! I'ocnoau, nodeMy s He noayMania o6
3TOM paHblue?

JIunpa, xasanoch, W BIpsIMb Bepwia B TO, YTO IEKHHEC
BBIBEACT WX K OOMY, C yauBieHHeM oTMeTHa Huk.

— [oBonok! MHe HyXeH AJig HEro MOBOAOK... — JEBYIIIKa
omycTwia JlaHra K cCBOMM HOTaM M OIVIANeNIach BOKDYT, OyaATo
TO, YTO OHA MCKAaJIa, MOIJI0O MaTepHaIM30BaTLCA M3 BO3AyXa
ONHOH TOJILKO CWIOH €€ MBICIH.

— [Iloroau... MOXeT, 3TO CrOOUTCHI, — OHA IOAXBAaTHIA
cTe6enpb nonsydero pacreHus. Crebenp okaszancsa KpenkuM, U
JeBYyUIKE He YOaJIoCh IOpBaTh €ro.

Huk B3snics nokperye 3a jo3y ¥ AEPHYA. OH  He OYeHb-
TO BEpMI B To, yTO JIaHT cMOXeT BBIBECTH HMX M3 Jieca, HO,
HaBepHoe, JIUHAe BuAHEe.

OHa 6rIcTpo oGopBajia JIMCThd M MaJIcHbKHE BETOYKH, a
3aTeM NpPHKpeNnWwiIa OOUH KOHell K oweWHHUKy Jlaura. [Ipu-
MOAHAB MaJCHBKOIO NECHKA M TIOAHECS €ro MOpAOYKY K
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CBGEMY JIMITY, A€BYIIKA MPUCTATBHO NTOCMOTpEJIA B €T0 CJIErkKa
BblIAOLIMECH I71a3a.

— JlaHr... BOMOM... TOMO... — OHa MOBTOPSIA 3TO CJOBO
C TakKoil TOPXECTBEHHOCTBHIO, CJIOBHO MAaJIEHbKOE XHKBOTHOE
noHuMano e€. Jlanr aBaxael nponasul. 3aTeM JIMHAa, CHOBa
OITyCTHUB €ro, NOBTOpPWIA:

— Jlomoii, Jlanr!

Be3 Bcsakmux KojieGaHMii MECUK NOBEPHYJICA M HalpaBWICS
B Jec. JIuHZa HeTepnenuBo OOGepHyNach, €Jie yaepXHBas
HMMIIPOBU3HPOBAaHHBIN MoBoAOK JlaHra.

— To1 ua€mp?

Huk Mor, KOHeYHO, OTKa3aTbCs, HO BCE PaBHO OH HE MOT
Npe1oXuTh Hudero apyroro. K ToMy Xe 6bU1 LIaHC, YTO OHA
npasa, U JIaur npusenér ux goMoii. [loaromy Huk asunyncs
3a HUIMM CJIeIOM.

Ilo Bceit BumuMoctTH JIaHr OLUT COBEeplIEHHO YBEpPEH B
ToM, 4TO Aenas. OH pLDKeit MOJIHMEH HEccA cpeau NepeBLEB,
HM pa3y He 3aMeTUB Xol. Y 3Ta ero yBepeHHOCTb KOE-YTO
3HayuT, peurii Huk. Ho oH [0 KOHlIa TaKk M He NOBEpHI B
TO, YTO 3TOT NMECHK OOJIazaeT CNOCOGHOCTHIO OTBICKMBATH
MyTh, KOTAa OHHM HAaKOHel BbIOpaJiich M3 Jieca (CTaBlIEero
COBCEM peINeHBKHM B KOHIlE) H B HEKOTOpDOM OTAAJIeHHH
cnpaBa MOKAa3aJICsa JOM.

— A xe rosopuna tebe! — B ronoce JIMHABI NPO3BYYAITH
OIHOEPEMEHHO TOPXECTBO M obnerdeHne, 1 HuK moragancs,
YTO OHa caMa OTHIOAb He ObUIa HAacTOJBKO YBepeHa B JlaHre.

JeByiika copBajia ¢ OLIEWHHKA JIO3Y, MOAXBATIIA NECHKA
Ha pyKd U nobexasa K IoMy, KOTCphIii Gonblue, 4YeM Bceraa,
obeutan uM Ge3zomnacHocTh. HHK moMennnn HECKOJIBKO ce-
KyHH, OIifigbiBasg He0o. Dxumax JeTalolicd TapeakKud Mor
TIpeABHAETh MX HaMepeHHs1 WIHM NPOCTO BHE3ANHO MOSABUTLCSA
NoGIN30CTH...

Onpnako JImHga 6exana ciauiIKoM ObicTpo M 6bLUia yXe
CIMIIKOM JaJIeKo, YTOObl OH MOT JNOTHAaTh €€ M NpPHM3BaTh K
ocropoxHocTH. OH pHHYJCS cledoM 3a Heil. [lobexaB no
caMoro goma, Huk yBHzen, 4To, K C4acThlo, ABEph He 3amnep-
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Ta Ha 3aCOB, a IIMpOKo pacnaxHyTra. Ho He o3HavaeT /M 3T10,
YTO aHIVIMYaHe YULIH?..

Jlunna nepenprraysia 9epe3 Nopor, OH OTCTaBal OT HeE€ Ha
aBa-Tpu 1ara. Y enpa Tomko HHMK 3ackouymn B JOM, KaK
IBEPh 3aXJIOTHYJIaCh, a 3aTEM IPOMBIXHYJ TSDKENbIA 3aCOB.

ITepexon OT COJIHEYHOIO CBETa K CyMpaKy KOMHaThl GbLix
TaKUM pe3kuM, uro Huk mourH Huyero He Buaen. Kro-to
pe3KO CXBaTHJI €ro 3a pyKy. OH y3Han ronoc Crpayna.

— BnI yT0 3TO BHITBOpsAeTe, a? Bor yX g BaM 3agam! —
YIIOJTHOMOYEHHBII1 IrpaXaaHCKOH 060pPOHBI Kpenko, 10 601H,
cxan pykKy Huka. — Huxakux mMo3ros!

— Yo6epure pyxu! — psaBkHyn Huk. Bce ero omaceHus,
Jocala U rHeB Ha JIMHAay 3a €€ ITyNnocTb BHOBb BCNBLIXHYJIH B
HEM. OH MOYTH BCIECNYIO YAAPWI MYXYHHY, HO YTIIOJIHOMO-
YeHHbIH IpaXIaHCKOil 0OOPOHBI YBEPHYJICS OT HE CIMUIKOM
TOYHO HALEJICHHOIO yaapa ¢ JIEFKOCTbIO, IOBOpHBLIEHl O
Xopoulei NpaKkTHKE.

— CaM! — BHKApHMIi BTHCHYJICA MEXRY HHMMH.

Crpayn ocnabwi xBaTKy, oqHako HHK, TsDKeno Agbia, He
OTCTYNWI Ha3am.

— A ckasan: y6epute pyku! — npoueawn Huk cxBosb
3yOBbl.

— OcraHoButecs! — 3akpuyana JImHma. — Huk Bcero
JIMLb TOINEN Bejiel 3a MHOIA...

— A 4TO THl TaM, [eBOYKa, genana? — cnpocuwia Jleau
JInaHa.

— A noroHsna Jlanra. K10-T0 CBUCTHY/, H OH BBLICKOYMI
yepe3 OKHO BO BTopod koMHare. Sl morpxHa Obuta moifTH
BcJiex 3a HUM. Y npaBWIBHO caenana, HHa4e Obl OHA CXBaTH-
Ja ero!

— Omna? — 310 yxe cmpocwin Bukapuii. Huk tenepp
TIPHCIIOCOOMIICA K TIOMyMpaKy M YBHIEN, 9TO OHH HaXOASITCSH
B OKPYXECHHH aHIJIMYaH.

— Csersmuasicsa aeBywKa u3 neca. OHa xoTtena aare Jlaury
YTO-TO... YTO-TO checTHoe. Koraa g noneITanack BRIOHTH 3TO
M3 e€ pyxu, — ronoc JInmuanl coppancsi, — Mofl... MOsl IAIOHb
TIpoLIJIa CKBO3b €€ pyKy!
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JleByliKa OCTAHOBWIAaCh, CIOBHO 6oslach, 4TO €if He no-
BEpPAT, U HECKOJBKO CEKyHH cTosyia THIIMHA. Huk ycnen
[axe caeiaTh ABa-TPH B3aoxa. 3ateM 3aroBopwi Kpoxxep c
TaKoi Xe CypOBOCTBIO B rojioce, Kak U CTpayn mnepel 3THM,
xoraa o6suHsu1 Huxa.

— Kak oHa BuINIsiena... 3Ta Ballla A€BYLIKA-TIpHU3paK?

— OHa... oHa ObUIa MPMMEPHO MOEro pocTa, — OTBETHIA
JIunga. — A TaKk Gosutach 3a JlaHra, YTO He OYEHL-TO €€
paccMoTtpena. Kaxercs, y He€ ObUIM KalITAHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, a
olleTa OHa BO Bcé 3en€éHoe. Cnpocute y Huka — oH nyviue
pasrsaaen e€. A Korga Mos JIaioHb Npolilia CKBO3b HeE... —
JIunna 3amomyana, 1 Huk yBuaen, 4yro Bce oOepHYNNCh K
HEeMy.

— Omna... na, y Heé OBUIM KAlUTAHOBbIE BOJIOCHI, TOJILKO C
PHDKHHKOI M JOXOAWIH IO IUIeY, — OH CTapajicsi BCIIOMHUTD

~ KaK MOXHo 6osp1nre noapo6Hocreit. Kpokkep, orrecHuB Crpa-
yaa B CTOPOHY, Tellepb C TAKUM HamnpsokeHueM ciywan Huka,
CJIOBHO 3TO HMMEJIO IJIS1 HETO NEepBOCTENICHHOE 3HAYCHHE. —
Ha Heit 6511 nuaXak... TaKoi Xe, Kak y I'eponbaa, Tombko
3eNI€HBIN... ¢ I6I0HEBOH BETOYKOM, BHILIMTON cepe6poM M
3o5otoM. U oHa 6bU1a XOpoleHbKas... [la, — B maMsTH BAPYT
BCNBIXHY/IA C€lU€ OAHA OeTalb, — y HEE€ ObUIO MaJIeHbKOE
TEMHOE POAMMOE TIATHO, NMPSIMO BOT 3A€Ch, — OH KOCHYJICS
CBOETO JIMLIA OKOJIO pTa. — S 3aMeTHI ero, MoTOMY YTO KOXa
y Heé Oesnas-Oenas.

OH cnblllal CBHCTALIEe, 3aTpyAHEHHOe abixaHHe Kpok-
Kepa.

— H, — no6aBun B xoHue HHK TO, YTO Kasajoch eMy
caMBIM IJIaBHBIM, — Hc4Ye3as, OHa IUlaKaja.

— Purta! — Kpokxep oTOABHHYJ/ICSI B CTOPOHY H, IOHYPHB
IUIeYH, MOBEPHYNCA CITMHOM K HHM.

— Winu wimosnsa, — cnokoifHo 3aMeTHa XamieTr. — Ml
HX yxe Buaean, bappu, u He pa3.

Kpokkep He OIJIAHYJICA M CTOSUI, 3aKpLIB JIMLIO PYKaMH.

— BTy WUIIO3HIO CO30ayM OBl AN Hac, MOTOMY YTO Mbl
3HaMM e€, Ho He AnA Hux! Kakoii cMbica co3naBaTh HWULIO3HIO
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U1 HUX? — ero rojioc 6bUT THXMM, Ge3XH3HEeHHbIM. Huky
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO OH NBbITaeTCs B3STh ceOs B PyKH.

— Bappu npaB, — cormacunach Jlenu JuanHa. — Ecau
Tonbko 3ToT Hapon ¢ XoiMoB He Xo4eT, YTOObI Mbl MOMNBITA-
JIMCh HAWTH €€... 3Ta WLTIO3Us BIIOJIHE MOIJIa OBbITh COTBOpPEHaA,
YTOOBl BBIMAHHUTh HAac OTCIOHA.

— Bort 3TOro yx MM He yoactcsa! — BocKIMKHYN Kpoxxep.
OnHako OH To-NpeXHeMy He Disaes Ha HUX. — MBI Xe gainu
TNOHATb € — MM — 3TO yXe€ HaBHO...

— Yro emé ¢ BaMHM ciaydywioch? — MNPOAOJIKIUT AONPOC
Xaanerr.

Hux omucan, xkak wuto3us (OH pelliwl, YTO BUKapui
3nech He oliMbaeTcs) pacTasiia, OKyTaHasd TyMaHOM, KaK OHHU
BBLILIUIH 1O KAKMM-TO YYXXHM cJlefaM Ha nojsgHy. Kak MOXHO
6oJiee cXaTo OH paccKasall MM O IUIECHEHHH GerielioB JleTalo-
LIei TapesIKoif, O MOSABJIEHHH CTPAHHOI CBeTHlUeiiCa CTEHBI,
KOTopasd BHE BCSAKOIO COMHEHHMd Cracjia MX OT NOoJoOHOM
y4acTH, ¥ O BO3BpallleHUHM, B KOTOpOM UM momor JlaHr.

Bonpwie Bcero XsaneTT 3aMHTEpPECOBAICA TOM CTEHOH,
crniacuieif MX OT TapesKH, OH Aaxe 3acTaBwi Huka moBTOpHO
onucarb €€, CO BCEMH NOAPOOGHOCTSIMH.

— DTO TOYHO OBLIO KAaKOe-TO CHWJIOBOE IOJie, — NPOKOM-
MeHTHpOBa BUKapHuii pacckaz Huka. — Ho Hapoxa ¢ Xonos
HHUKOTZAA NpexiAe He BMeLIMBAJICA B NpPOHCXOIsllee BOKPYT
Hac.

— Pura Morna... — Havana 6nuto JIXMH, 3alHy”nach, HO
noroM go6aBmna: — XoTs Kakas pasHuua. HUK ckasan, yto
OHa IUlaKkaia, a Pura aeficTBUTENLHO MlaKasia B TOT IMOCJEA-
Huit pa3. I nymalo, 4To 3TO Ha caMoM zene 6ruia Pura, a He
NMpOCTO WUTIO3HUs, CO3MaHHasl, YTOObl 3aMaHHUTh HAac B JIOBYIII-
Ky. 1 aymalo, MMeHHO OHa U cracjla HX OT OXOTHHKOB.

— OHa xe onHa M3 Hux! — pe3Ko U rpy6o obpymwics
Kpokxep Ha JIXHH.

— Jla, — mevYanbHO coracwiach OEBYLIKA, CJIOBHO OH
MPUBEN AOBOJ, KOTOPHIi HEBO3MOXHO OCIIODHTbD.

— Ho Mbl He 3HaeM, — pasMpiLIAn X3IMETT, — CKOJBKO
4eJJOBEYECKOIo OCTAETCS B TeX, KTO MPHHUMAET Npeaioxe-
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Hue. Ecin PuTa NOMHHUT Hac, s He OyMalo, YTO OHa JEpPXUT
Ha Hac 3710. Mbl clejald To, YTO JOJ/DKHBI OBUTM CAenaTh,
Oyoy4u TeMH, KTO M 4TO MbI ecTb. U o4yeBHMIHO, YTO HEHTO,
Xenasllee OOOpa 3THUM MOJIOABIM JIOASAM, AEHCTBHUTENBLHO
CHacJio HX CeroiHs yTpoM. A 3TO He Yemyxa!

— Bc€ 3to B mpouuioM, — nporpombxan Crpaya. —
Teneps ronosa y Hac go/pkHa 60/IeTh OT TOro, YTo 3TH
OXOTHMKHM MOSBWIMCH 31eCh — H HE CJIMIIKOM-TO AAJIEKO OT
Hac. HeuTo B slecy He XoTeno, 4To6bl Bac MOHMaJIH, HO 3TO He
O3HaYaeT, YTO OHO OyIeT M Aajiblie NMPOAO/DKATh CpaXaThCs
Ha Halle# cropoHe. Mbl MOXEM CXOPOHHMTLCSI B 3TOM yOexXH-
Lle — Ha HEKOTOpOoe BpeMsi — HO HEHajoJro. ¥ Hac NOYTH
HE OCTaJIOCh MPHUMACOB, YTOOBI Mbl OCTaBaJIMCh 3[ECh JOJINOe
BpeMsa. HaM npunércsa BepHyTbCS B Ty Mellepy.

— VY Hac Xe ecThb TaiHBIH J1a3, TPOOHUTBLIA JIydoM, —
npemnoxun Kpokkep, CJIOBHO 00paJoBaBUIHChH IepeMeHe
TeMbl. — W Mo HeMy MBI BBIHAEM Ha IPYTYIO CTOPOHY IPSIbI.

— Ho yx 6onpHO 6113K0 OT ropoaa! — Bo3pa3wun Crtpayan.
— BnpoyeM, MOXeT cTaTbcAd TaK, YTO HaM He NpHUAETCA
BBIOMPATh.

3areM OHM CKpoMHO mno3asTpakaiu. K cuyacTeio, Boabl
ObUI0O B HOCTAaTKe, NMOTOMY YTO B AaJbHEM YTy OONbLUOH
KOMHaThl Noj KPYyTJIbIM KaMHeM Haxonwica kojonel. [loxo-
Xe, 3TOT AOM CTPOWICS KaK KpenocTb, NMpeaHa3HayeHHas
BBIIEPXHUBaTh Ocany.

Crpayn ycTpowa BoeHHbIH coBeT, HO Huk u JIunma Maino
Yero CMOIJIM N06aBUTb K CKa3aHHOMY paHbliue. M ux 6naro-
MOJy4HOe BO3BpallleHHe NocJie HOYHbIX NPUKIIOYEH U Tenepb
ka3zanoch HuKy 3acimyxeHHoii ynayeit. U, HaBepHOe, TO, YTO
OHM HabJIoJa i OXOTy TapesKM, ObUIO JaXe K JIyduieMy —
OHM TNOJYYWIH TMpeayrnpexiaeHue ob ONacHOCTU, KoTopasi
Tenephb yrpoxasia UM ¢ He6a. brUio pelleHo, YTo OHHU Npoby-
OyT Ha ¢epMe OO Bedepa, MOCKOIBLKY 37IeCb MM HHYTO He
YyIpoXaJio, a C HacTYIUVIECHHEM TEMHOTBHI CHOBa ABMHYTCH B
MyTh, B 3TOT pa3 Yyepe3 TaWHBIN XoA M3 AoMa.

XaaneTTt ykasa, YTo BCEM HYXHO XOpOLIEHLKO OTAOXHYTb.
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B IYTH UX OyQyT XOaTb CYPOBbIE HCNBITAaHHUs, YTO NMOTpedyeT
HanpsaXeHus Bcex cwi. U TyT 3aroBopmwia Muccuc Kiann:

— Teneps nmocayuiaiite, YTO s CKaXy, — TOBOPHJIA OHA C
He MeHblIeii TBEpaocThio, YeM U Crpaya oo 3toro. — Buka-
pMii mpaB: 3TO 6yleT HernpocToe myTeulecTBHe. A ellé He Ta
CTapylleHLIHsA, KOTopas €Jie TacKaeT HOTH, XYET Kallly, a Ha
1Iiee BeYHBIH IU1aTOK — noka HeT. Ho Kxorma HyxHO GexaTs,
s1 yXe He TOT pe3Bblif peO€HOK, KaKuM ObUIa KOrja-To, M HOTH
y MeHsl COBCEM He THYTCS. 3TO O6e30macHoe HanEXHoe MECTO,
M Bce Mbl 3TO 3HaeM. MHe Jiydllle OCTaTbCHA 30E€Ch, H MOH
cTapble HOrM He CTaHYT 00y30i#i /I Bac. 3TO BCErO-HABCEIo
3[paBbIii CMBICJI, M BBl BCE 3HaeTe 3TO0! — OHa INepeBOoIWIa
B3IVsI C OJHOIO JIMLIA Ha Apyroe, ynpsiMO cXaB IyObl.

— Moa! — MArko BOCKIMKHYN BHKapHii. — MBI Beab
JIaBHBIM-AaBHO 060 BCEM NOTNOBOPHIIKCH...

— Her, He 06 3TOM! — nepe6uia oHa ero. — Torna u peun
He GBUIO O TOM, YTO OAMH M3 Hac OyaeT MeIJIeHHO TallUTLCS,
YTO CTaHeT WIS IPyNnbl JUlIb 06y30if M npeaMeToM 3aGoT,
M3-32 4Yero Bce MOABEprHyTcs omacHocTH. I He xowy, c3p,
6bITh 3TOH 00Y30i1, H BAM HH 3a YTO HE 3aCTABMTh McHs!

— BeposrtHo, Het, Moa. Ho HeyXeaM Thl Xo4elllb BO3JIO-
XUTh Ha Hac ell€ 6onee Tsok€noe 6peMa? YToGwl MBI ylULIH,
OCTaBMB TebOs 3eCh, U MOMHIIH 00 3TOM BCIO XW3HbL?

XKeHuMHa He cBoAWIA INIa3 CO CBOMX CJIOXEHHBIX Ha
KOJICHSIX JTaOHSX.

— TpyaHo... TPYIHO CKAa3aTh...

— A 151 681 yuuia, Moa? Ecimu 65l g cloMan HOry M He
cMor aanblie MATH, ecnH Jlenu NQuana, [IxuH, CaM, moboi
M3 Hac cka3an 6bl TO, YTO ThI TOJILKO YTO CKa3ana, Thl Gbl
coriacmiace?

OH 3amMonKk, Ho Mox Hmuuero He orsetwia. IToroM oH
TIPOJOJIKMII:

— MEI ¢ caMoro Hayana pelIWwIH: OCTaHEMCSI BMecTe, 9To
6B HH CIYIWIOCS...

— Hexopomo Tak rosoputs. Ml ¢ JIXepeMH coBceM
cTaphbie, M MBI 3XeCh B 6€30MacCHOCTH. A BEI MOXETE€ BEpHYThb-
Cs1, KOTia ONacHOCTb MMHYET.
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— Mu npeononeeM Bce TpygHOocTH, Mo, — K TabyperTy,
Ha KoTopoM cuaena Muccuc Knann, nonounta Jlean [Inana u
MOJIOXIWIA CBOH PYKM Ha COrOcHHbIE IUIeYH NOXMWION XEH-
IIMHBLI, ¥ CJIeTKa BCTPSXHYJNA €€ ¢ rpyboBaToi HEXHOCTBIO. —
Mrl no6bIBa/IM BO MHOTHX NepelesikaX, H Mbl BCerJa cIpaB-
JISUTUCh CO BCEM.

— Ho xoraa-HuOyab 3T0 MOXET M KOHYMThCA, Mos Jlenw.
A g He Xo4y ObITb [I1 Bac OOYy30i...

— Buw, Moa Knamn? [Ja yro ©6bl MBI AenajiH 6e3 Bac?
IToMHMTE, KaK BEl BbUIeYHWIH bappH oT 1Mxopaaku, Korja Bce
MBI TOTEPSUIM BCAKYIO HaleXAy cnacTH ero? Mbl He MoXeM
oboifTHch 6e3 Bac!

— W He 3a0ynbre,'yeM MbI 00s3aHb! xepeMu, — JIxXuH
ONYCTWIACh PANOM Ha KOJIEHM M HaKpbUla CBOUMH 3aropebl-
MM pYKAMHM LIMIIKOBaThbie, CKpIOYEHHbIE apTPUTOM, KPEIKO
ClieTUIEHHBIE najislbl. — OH Bcerga 3HaeT, Koraa no6amsoc-
TH TiosiBNsAeTcs KTo-Hubyap n3 Hapoma c XonmoB. HaMm He
oboiiTich Ge3 Te6sa U JIxepeMn, 1 Mbl He noiaéM 6e3 Bac!

— Hy u HenpaBwibHO, — Muccuc Knann ynpsgmMo crosna
Ha CBOEM. — BrpouyeM, eciMm s cKaxXy <«HET», Bbl €LIE,
BO3MOXHO, B3lyMaeTe MEHSA HECTH. A s He NOTEPIUIIO, YTOOLI
MEHS 3aNMXHYJIH B KOpP3HHY, — OHa cJjlerka yiaplOHysach, —
M MOTALIWIH. A KTO nonpoOyeT, Kpenko MOJYYHT OT MEHS,
3TO 51 FOBOPIO Ha BCSIKHI CTy4aii — ec/IM KOMY-HHOYab U3 Bac
NpUIIUIa B roJIOBY MOAOOHAsT MBICJIb.

— Thw1 nojiaéis ¢ HaMHU CBOMMHM COGCTBEHHBIMM HOTaMH,
BMeCTe CO BceMH, — 3aBepma e€ Xamnerr. — U a ayMarwo, B
HalleM HOBOM MyTeUIECTBHM HaM NpHIAETCS OOJbllie CKpPbI-
BaThCsl M npsTaThes, yeM Oerats. He Tak nn, Cam?

— Tul Bcé mpaBWIBHO IOBOPHIIb, BHKapMi: Koraa TyT
COBCEM pSAIOM C N'OpPOJOM JIETAIOT 3TH YEPTOBBI LUITYKOBUHBI,
Ia U Bcé ocTajlbHOe. Mbl BbIHiEM 4Yepe3 3TOT Ja3 B rope, a
3aTeM OyneM XHUTh Ha NMpocTope, Kak Koraa-to JIxac Xarruc.

— OnHako MBI-TO He OpDaKOHLEPHI M GONBHO-TO ropasibl
npATaThcd No HoyaM, Kak JIx3c, — 3ameTruna muccuc Knanm.
— 51 He noBepio B 3TO Jaxe Ha ceKyHay, Cam. MHe Gonblue
Mo nyule claBHas yqoOHasi KyXHsl, YeM Bce 3TH CKMTaHMA.
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BepHyThed B neluepy, JlagHo, s MOHAY, HO TOrda BaM yXe HH
3a YTO He BLITHAThb MEHS OTTyaa.

JIXHH paccMesiiach

— S np¥noMHIO 3TH cjloBa, Moa, Kxoraa Bbl B C/IeAyIOLIHI
pa3 BO3bMETECh 3a CBOIO CYMKY C JICKADCTBEHHBIMH PacTeHH-
sAMH M HayHETE paccyXnaTh, 4eM Obl €€ ell€ Habutb, 6yab y
Bac BO3MOXHOCTb MPONTHUCH NMOMISAETh, YTO PACTET B OKpYTE.

— OO0s3aTenbHO, MOSl Joporas, — XMXHMKHYJIa MHCCHC
Knann. — U emé HanoMHH MHEe O MOMX OeXHBIX HOrax,
Holollle# cnuHe U BcEM npoueM. [la yx, ZJoOMOCeaKOH 5 CTaHY,
KOrJa CMOTy BBITHaTh JXXepeMH B Jiec, — 4Yero BaM HHMKOraa
He BMOaTh. BepHo, ctapuHa? — obpaTwiach OHa K CepoMy
KOTY, 3anpbiTHYBIUeMY K Hell Ha KojJeHH. ToT BcTan Ha
3aJHHe HOTH U, ONTUPAsCh NepeJHUMH O IpyAb XEHIUIUHbI, HE
CBOAWJ IJ1a3 C €€ JIMLA, CJIOBHO NMOHMMasA Kaxaoe NMpou3He-
CEHHOE €10 CJIOBO.

— Tak 4yro X1n€M Beyepa U OTIAbIXaeM, — OBICTPO IOABITO-
XKW1 BUKApUil. — A ¢ HacTyIUIEHHEeM TEMHOTHI OTIIpaBiIsieMcs
B MNYTb.

— IToxanyii, 3To nyyie Bcero, — cornacwica Crpaya.

Ecan octasibHble M OTAbIXanM, To and Huxka 3TOoT OeHsb
TAHYNCS 6ecKoHeYHo. B KoMHaTe cTaslo cBeT/iee, OZHAKO IO-
npexHeMy ObUTIO AYLIHO: CBEXUH BO3IyX B OTIMYHE OT CBETa
NPaKTHYECKH He NMPOXOAWI CKBO3b y3KHe LUENH, paclioyiaraB-
mMecss noa caMol Kpbluei. [IBepp B KOMHAaTy C OKHOM,
CTaBHH KOTOPOTO OCTaJIUCh pacNaxXHyThIMH, ObLUTa MPHOTKPHI-
Ta, ¥ OH BUJEJ NSATHA COJIHEYHOTO CBeTa Ha NMbUIBHOM MNOJY.

Bce cpa3y xe pacTAHYJIUCh Ha CBOMX MOCTENAX, H, KAK EMY
MOKA3aJIoCh, HECKOJILKO 4esJoBeK YCHYIH. Ho Tonbko He
JIETYMK, JIeXaBLIMI PSAOOM C HUM Ha TaKoi Xe rpyle JUCThEeB
M MOCTOSIHHO GecnoKoliHo BopouHBlIHiicss. HUKy maxe noc-
JIbILIANIOCh, KaK Mapy pa3 TOT YTO-TO NpoGopMoTal npo cebs.
Ho, pasymeercs, ero cnopa fBHO He ObUIM aJpecOBaHbI
aMepHKaHILly, ¥ OH He OTBAXWICS 3arOBOPHTb C HUM.

Pura — neBywika Kpokkepa, Kkotopas NpUHsSIA Npemso-
xeHue I'eponbaa M noromy 6osbliie He NMPUHALIEXUT POAY
yenoseyeckoMy. Huky Hukorna He 3a6bITh, KaK JafoHb JIMH-
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AbI TIPOLLIA CKBO3b €€ MPOTAHYTYIO pyKy. Uiumiosus, Ho ecin
M TaK, TO CO31aHa OHAa ObL1a KEM-TO, KTO OYE€Hb XOPOLIO 3HAJ
Puty. U 3ayeM Torza wumiosuM rakath? Heyxenn, 4ToObl
oH, Huk, BepHyBlINCH, paccKa3an 06 3ToM?

TonoBa ero 3aHbUIa OT 6ONMM, CNEPTHIN BO3AYX KOMHAThI
6bL1 HeBbIHOCHUM. CTapasich NPOU3BOAUTh KaK MOXHO MEHb-
e liyMa, OH BCTajJ, npoOpajcsd BO BTOPYIO KOMHATy H
MOAOLUE K OKHY, CTapasAch He KAcaThCs XKeJIe3HOi pelIéTKH.
Yepe3 okHO NPOHMKAJ JIETKHI BETEPOK, M IOHOLIA PaJOCTHO
HaMoJIHWI JIErKHe CBEXHM BO3OYXOM.

Orciona OH He MOT BMIETb HM TPOINMHKH, BeAylueil K
IOMY, HM Jieca, KOTOPbli HaXOOWICS Ha BOCTOKE, — OKHO
BLIXOAWIO Ha IOrI. "

Panyra... cHayana Huk yBuaen aHuIb MeplLaHUe pa3HOL-
BCTHOTO ISITHA. A NMOTOM OHO... OTBEPAE/IO — €IUHCTBEHHOE
c/oBo, Kotopoe Huk cymen nono6parh, 4To6pl 0603HAYUTH
npoucxonusuiee. [1aTHo npuobpeno popMy, oObEM U OTYET-
JIMBOCTb CBEPKAIOIIMX AeTaleii.

W BOT nepen noMOM, BHHMAaTeJIbHO pa3l/isiAblBasi €ro,
BcTan 4YeaoBeK. Iloyemy-to Huk O6bL1 yBepeH, 4TO 3TOT
He3HaKoMell 3HaeT, Ie OH CTOHUT, AaXe eCJIU ero U He BUIHO
B TeHU OoKHa. M3-3a yria Briuuto 6e0€ XKMBOTHOE Ha IJIMH-
HbIX M TOHKHMX HOrax, IIOXOXHX Ha XOHyJH, HO JIambl
3aKaHYMBAIMCh MITKHMH MOTYyLIEYKAMHM BMecTO KOMbIT. Bripo-
YyeM Ha 3TOT pa3 OHO CTYMNajo MO 3eMje, a He Mapuwio B
HECKOJIbKHMX CaHTUMETpPaxX Hal NMOBEPXHOCTHIO.

XKéctxmii rnaw I'eponbaa ObUT pa3nenéH Ha YeThipe KBal-
paTa, M Ha KaXIOM KpacoBajiacb CBOS BbllIMBKa. Huk
morajasncs, rnovyeMy aHIIM4aHe HasBajau ero I'eponpaoM —
€ro KOCTIOM OYEHb CWIbHO NOXOAW1 Ha 4YeThIPEXLBETHBIA
repOoOBbIN LIMT. '

Teponba ¥ ero KOHb 3aMHTEpecoBATHCh foMoM. Huk cnipo-
cwi1 ce6s1, MOXET ObITh, eMYy CTOUT NOAHATh TpeBory. Ho noka
oH Memnwi, Teposibd BCKOYWI B MaJEHBKOE CENJIO, €1Ba JIH
6onblee, YeM MOOYLIKA-AYMKa.

«KoHb» chenan nmpbDKOK BBEPX M BOCMapwil, TOYHO Ha
pacnpocTépTsix KpbUibsix. U xora Huk npuxancs K pewéTke,
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TOJILKO OAHY-ABE CEKYHAbl OH BMIACA NOAHHMABLICIOCS BBEPX
KOHs, NTIOK2a OHH HEC HCYC3JIH U3 BHAOY.

I'nasa éocomasn

— Yro Takoe, Moit MaIbyHK?

Hux B3aporHyn. OH 6bLU1 HACTONMBKO MOIJIOHIEH HCYE3HO-
BeHueM [eponbaa, YTo He 3aMETWI, KaK K HEMY NOAOLIEN
BHUKapMii.

— Tam 6b1 I'eponba. IloToM OH BCKOYMN Ha KOHA U
nponeTes Ha HEM Han qoMoM, — HuK BCE elé HUKaK He Mor
OTOMTH OT NOPA3HTEJILHOTO BHAA NOJHUMABLIErocs BBEPX
KOHA.

— Konsb ¢ XonMoB... — Xaanerr npucoeanHwicst K Huky
y okHa. Tenepn cHapyXH HHYero He GbUIO BHIHO, KpoMe
YacTH CTEHBI, SPKO OCBEUIEHHONH conHueM. — Tbl yuTan
Kumnunra, llloy? B Haum OHM OH He TaK MOOMM — HOBbIE
dunocodrl 06BHHAIOT ero B pacu3Me. Ho B ero ckaskax o
Hapone ¢ XonMoB ynmoMuHaeTcss O TOM, KaK OHH MYarcsd Ha
CBOMX KOHSAX CKBO3b OypHYIO HOYb, — KHIUIMHT 3HaJ cTaphle
JIereHabl, MOXET ObITh, OH JaXe YYTOYKY BepHJI B HUX. Tebe
HYXHO TOJILKO TNpo4yHuTaTh ero «XoiaMm [laka u3 Ilyka», 4To6pl
MOHSATDb, HACKOJNBLKO CWIBHO €ro BooGoaxeHHe ObUIO 3axBave-
HO 3TMMH JNlereHAaMu ctapoii AHrmu. [da, sror Hapoa c
X0NMMOB U HX JieTalolIKe MO BO3AyXy KOHM... Bbun no Kun-
JIUHTa W JOpYyrue, KTO 3HajJd O HMX, — HaIpHMep,
Tomac-CTHXOINET.

Korga-to B Hux Bepwin B BpuraHuM, Kak M BO Bcex
KeJBTCKMX KopoJieBcTBaX. MX cieamnl Haiinémn Takke M B
Bperanu, Kotopad 6nipke kenprckoi bpuranum, yuem K @paH-
LMH rajuioB. JIo/oKHO 6bITh, B T€ JaNEKHE AHM MEXAY HaLMM
MHPOM M 3THM MMEJIUCh KAKHE-TO CBA3H...

— Coap, — Huk nepeBén B3DISIA OT OKHA Ha scTpe6GHHOE
JIMLIO CTapHKa, obpaMJ€HHOE cepeGpPUCTBIMM BOJIOCAMH, —
Kak Bbl AymaeTe, I'eposibl WIM Te, KTO CTOMT 3a HHUM, —
HallX Bpar, KaK M JIIOAW M3 JeTalolled Tapenxu?

XsaneTT oTBETHA He cpa3y. B 310 MrHOBeHMe OH CMOTpeNn
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He Ha Huka, a ckopee Kyaa-To MUMO aMepHKaHLa, 32 OKHO.
Bukapuii oTBeyas MeJIEHHO, CJIOBHO TUIATEJIbHO B3BELIMBas
KaXIoe CJIOBO:

— Jlionu c netalolIMX TapesiokK, KaK Thl MX Ha3blBacllb,
HeCcyT yrpo3y HallMM TeJlaM, M Mbl Heé MOXEM OT 3TOro
oTMaxHyThcsl. ['eposiba He ABISET HAaM BUAMMYIO YIpo3y, OH
NPUXOAHWT K HaM KaK HMCKycuTeds. Eciam Mul npuMmeM ero
npejioXeHHe CTaTh COI03HUKAMH, TO €CTh H3MEHUTLCS, CTaTh
IPYTMMH, TO Hac JeHCTBHUTENbHO MNOIJIOTUT 3TOT MHP. MbI He
ocTaHeMcs JIOObMM, M BO3BpaTa K HallleMy NpeabiaylieMy
COCTOSSHMIO He OyaeT... He MoxeT ObITh. DTO — OTKa3 oOT
BCETrO, BO YTO Mbl BepUM. Te, KTO NPHHSI 3TO NpelIoXEHHE,
OTOLWIH OT HAac TaK AajieKo, CJIOBHO OHHM He Halleii KpOBH.
3T0, KaK 1 yXe roBopul Tede, poll CMEPTH.

— A Pwura... eciu uMeHHO ¢ PuToii MBI BCTPETWIHCD... —
Huxk ycnblan B rosoce cobeceAHMKAa HOTKM, Npeaynpexia-
IOlIHE, YTO TOMY XO4YeTCH 3aMATh pa3roBOp, OOJHAKO OH He
MOT JOITYCTHTDb 3TOTO, XOTSI He IIOHMMAaJI TAKXe, YTO BCE-TaKHU
3aCTaBJISET ero Jajiblie rOBOPUTH Ha 3Ty TeMy. — OHa... oHa
wiakana. 1 Bo3MoXHO, HMEHHO OHa M cnacjla Hac OT Toi
JieTaloulei Tapeaku.

— Ja. Ona miakana, Koraga IpHXodwia K HaM B rocjien-
HHUIf pa3, 1 Kpokxep naxe He B3IISIHYI B €€ CTOpOoHY. B Hel,
Jaxe Mocjie H3MEHEeHHUs, OCTAIOCh YTO-TO 4enosedyecKoe. K
3TO TOXE COXPaHWIOCH B JIET€HaX, MMOBECTBYIOLIUX O JIIOOBH
anbdoB, ¢eit U npocTsix cMepTHbIX. Ho HMKorma 3tu Mcro-
PMH He 3aKaHYMBAJIMCh CYACTIMBLIM KOHLIOM, JIULOb Pa3iyKom
M NeYyaiblo.

Tol ropopub, yTo 'eponna cieagun 3a JOMOM. 3TO O3Ha-
YaeT, YTO OH 3HaeT o Tebe M JIuHAe, U YTO OH CIE/a€T BaM
CBOE mpemnoxeHue. THl NMpeAynpexn€H, MO MalbuMK, —
X3aneTT MOJIOXMA pPYKM Ha OKOHHYIO paMy M BbINISHYJ
Hapyxy. — Takas npekpacHas 4 cBeTJasi 3Ta 3emid. JlomkHo
6bITH, MOCTpOMBIIMIE 3Ty (epMy MHOIO JIET XWI 30eCh,
HHKEM HeE MNOTpeBOXCHHBIM, NOTOMY YTO OH obpabaThiBaj
3TH nojA, cobupan ypoxan, NOCTPOWI 3TOT AOM-KpemnocTb,
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KOTOpBIH 3alliMIafl €ro OT HOYHbIX TBaped. XoTenoch Obl
3HaTb, KaK AaBHO 3TO 6bU10?

Huky npuuwocs CMUpUThCS € NepeMeHoi TeMbl. X3LIeT-
Ta ObLUIO He mNepelesaTh, U aMepHMKaHell He Mor Ooblie
NBITaTbCA BEPHYTh €r0 K NpeIMETY, K KOTOPOMY C TaKUM
HeCKphIBaeMbIM OTBpalllcHHEM OTHOCWICS BHKAapHii.

— BaM BcTpeyannch MecTa, BpoA€ 3TOro, HO TOJIBKO TaE
Xw 6b1 ceityac moau?

— Her. Dror Kpaii npuxonut B ynaaok. HasepHoe, B aToM
BHHOBHBI JleTalolilue oXOTHHKH. ['opoaa kax 6yaro mpouse-
TAlOT M CTOAT HETPOHYTHIMH. HO Ha OTKpLITON MECTHOCTH
MOJIHLIM-TIONHO pa3HbIX JoByuieK. He Bce u3 atroro Hapona
MMEIOT IOpYXeNoOHBIH XapakKTep, WIH IO KpaWHeH Mepe
HeWTpaJbHO OTHOCATCA K JIoAsAM. BCIOMHHM HallM cKa3kM o
Jogoenax, BeJIMKaHaX, BeAbMax U Tpoiunix. M 3mech nMmeioresd
cJlenbl ACHCTBUA CHI 3J1a, BUIHMble H HEBUAUMEIE, XOTA H B
MeHblllel CTelneHH, YeM Mbl BCTpedajii B AHIVIMM OO TOTO,
KaK Hac CXBaTWIH. 3T0, HaBepHoe, 6oJiee 10HadA 3eMJisd, ¥ 3TH
CWIBI HEe yCIIe/IM LIHPOKO pacnpocTpaHuThea. U Bcé-Taku MEl
BHEJH 30eCh pa3BaIMHBI — OallleH, OAHOIo 3aMKa, KOTOPHIi
HaBepHSAKA He H3 Toi AMEpPHKH, KOoTopas Tebe H3BeCTHa. DTO
6bUla IUTOmOpOAHAs, I'yCTOHAcelJEHHasi cTpaHa. Temepn Xke
37iech OCTAJIMCh OOHH JIMLIb Fropoja U MecTa, Bpoje aToro. I1o
3eMJie KOYyloT 6poasird, a B He6e — OXOTHHKH.

— A He ABJAI0TCA JIM 3TH ropozaa win 'eponba npu4uHOIN
Hallero nossicHust 3neck? — HHMK XxoTen 3HaTh BCE, YTO
XsnneTT Mor cka3aTth eMy. EMy nokasanocs, 4To BUKApHii —
€AUHCTBEHHBII M3 TPEX MYXYHMH, KOTOPBIif NbITaJIcd OGHApy-
XUTb NMEePBONPUYHHY BCEro NMpoucxoasilero 3aecs. Ctpayma
CJIMLIKOM 3a00TWIM KOHKpETHbIE fena, Hy a Kpokkepa Huk
elé coBceM Majo 3Hal.

— Ecau cepb€3HO OTHOCHTLCH K APEBHMM JIeTeHIaM, —
otBeTwI X3mnerr, — To Hapoa ¢ XoiIMoOB AeicTBHTENLHO
BMELINMBAJICA B Hally XH3Hb. OJHaKO HEU3BECTHO, OCYIIECT-
B/SIOT OHH 3TO, NMPOHMKAs B Hall MHp, HCNONB3ysa A
JOCTHXXCHHUS CBOMX lieJieif pa3IMYHOIO pola KOJIIOBCTBO,
WIH NPOCTO € NoMoulbio dH3HYecKUX NOXULIeHHUM. Torga kak
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Mbl TIepeHOCHMCS CIOfa COBceM MNoO-ApyroMy. Bueé Bcskoro
COMHEHHs, 3TH ropojia NpeACTaBIAIOT BuiclIyio dopMy Toro,
YTO Mbl MOIJIM Obl Ha3BaTh 3a HEHMMEHHEM JIydYlllero cjloBa
TexHosiorHei. TeM He MeHee, axe NpPH NMEepBOM B3I/sAE HMX
HEBO3MOXHO COOTHECTH C ropoJaMH, CO3JaHHLIMHM Hallei
UMBWIKM3aLHeH. Bo3MOXHO, OHM T€HEPHPYIOT CWIH, C NO-
MOMIBIO KOTOPHIX B ONpeAeIE HHbIX MECTaX H OCYLIECTBIOTCS
nepeMelleH .

— W ecnum MBI cMOXeM y3HaTh, KAKMM 00Opa3oM OHH
TIEpeHEeCM Hac Ciofa, TO Mbl HaiIEM cnoco6 BEpHYTLCS B
cBoif pogHoi Mup? — cnpocun Huk.

Ho cHoBa BUKapHii HECKOJILKO CEKYHI NMOMELTHI C OTBE-
TOM:

— T 3a6b1Baciub 0 pakTOpe BpeMEHH, O TOM, YTO CTAJIO
HaM SCHO MocJie Baluero npuowrTus clona. Ilo HaumMm noa-
c4éTaM MBI NMPOBENH 3[0eCh OKOJIO YETBIPEX JIET — a BhI
yTBepXIaeTe, YTO B HalleM MHpe Inpouuvio Tpuauats. U
KpOMe TOro, Bellb €CTb JIETEHALI O JIOAAX, KOTophle AeiicTBH-
TEeJIbHO BO3BPaTWIHCh, HO yXe CTapbIMH, M BCKOpe MocJje
BO3BpallleHUS] OHH YMHPaJIH, NMOCKOJbKY MEHSUICA HX CNocob
CYLUECTBOBAaHHS.

Huk 6bICTpo MpocyYHTaN B yMe: TPH — HeT, YeTbipe AHA —
NMpOLLIO C TeX MOp, KAK OHM OKA3WINCh B 3TOM MHpe. A
CKOJIBKO X€ MpPOLLUIO TaM: HeleJIH WIH, MOXeT, Mecaus? OH
B3APOTHYJI, IOTOMY 4TO O6bUIO OYEHb TPYAHO MOBEPHTH B 3TO.
Ho oH ynpsiMo BepHy/cs K HacylIHOMY BOTIPOCY.

— Ho oXOTHHKH ¢ «Tape/ioK» He B CWiaxX NIpUYHHHUTD Bpel
3THM TopojaM...

— Jla. MBI aBaxIObl CTAaHOBIWIHCH CBHIOETE/ISIMM BO3IYLI-
Horo HamageHmsa. Jla Tel M caM BHAe/, KaK OJHA M3 HHUX
neiTasack nopasuth I'eponbaa. Iloxoxe, Te, KTo HaxoauTcs
BHYTPH 3THMX TapesioK, HCIBITHIBAIOT CMEPTENbHYI0O HEeHa-
BHCTh HJIH CTpaX MO OTHOLUEHHIO K 3[CUIHUM ropoaaM — H
He TONMBKO K HHM, HO H KO BCeMY, YTO HMeeT K HHMM
OTHOlLIEHHE... U K 3ToMy Hapony.

Huk nonsiTasica nepesapuTh ycaslmaHHoe. Fopona 6uutH
HaJEXHO 3aLULIEHB], 2 MECTHOCTb BOKPYT HHX IOJIHa onac-
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HOCTe. A 4YTO, €CIH MM yIacTcsl NPOHUKHYTh B ropol, He
3axioyada caenky ¢ I'eponnaom? IOHowia 3agan 3ToT Bonpoc.

X3oneTt ynnIGHyACA.

— KoHeyHo, 3TO JIOTHYHO, HO Thl HEe NyMail, MOH MaJib-
YMK, YTO TaKas MBIC/Ib HE NPHXOAMWIA HaM B rojioy. Tosbko
3TOro He ocyulecTBHTh. [1I0TOMY YTO BOMTH B ropojl MOXHO
TOJNLKO B KOoMNaHuM ¢ I'eponbioM — HHOro cnocoba HeT.
Kaxnslit roposi OKpyX€H HEBUIHUMBIM CIWIOBLIM 3KpaHoM. 1
YTOOBI BOMTH B HEro, NMPHUXOAMTCA IUIATHTb CJAMLIKOM BbICO-
Ky10 ueHny. Tsl ewié ypuauuib I'eposibaa, paHO WIM NO3OHO OH
TNOSABHUTCS M CAeJIacT Tebe CBOE NMpelIoXeHHE, M TOIAa YXe ThI
caM pelIdllb, MPMHHMMATh ero Tebe WM oTBeprHytb. Ho Kk
3TOMYy MOMEHTY Thl Oylelllb 3HaTh, KAaK HOJDKEH NMOCTYIIUTD.

OxHo aeno, Koraa Te6e roBopsT, COBCEM APYTroe — MCIIbI-
TaTb BC€é Ha cebe. BpocuB eumé mapy cioB, BHKapHi
BO3BpaTWwics B Oonplrylo KoMHaTy. OgHako Hux ocrancs.
Bcé-Taku HHTEpecHO, NMoYeMy 3TO M3MeHeHHe ¢GOpMBI Tena
TeX, KTO NMPHHsUI npennoxeHue 'eponbaa, BbI3bIBacT TaKoM
yxac? AHrIM4aHe, Bce KaK OJMH, YTBEDPXIOAIOT, YTO 3TOIO
HeJb3sa nenatb. Ho Bcé Xxe, yro 61 OHM HH rosopwin, Huk
HHMKAK He MOT B34Thb B TOJIK, YTO B 3TOM TaKOIO YXaCHOTO.
Jlisi Hero onacHOCTb, MCXOOMBLUAsK OT JIETAIOLIMX TapesiokK,
BHAeNach Kyaa Gosiee cTpallHOH — BO3MOXHO, IOTOMY YTO
OH JTyyllle TOHHMaJI HX.

BcnoMuHas npoMculealliee ¢ HUMH Houblo, Huk peunmn,
YTO CO CTOPOHBI PHTBI MM He yrpoXajla HHKAKas ONacHOCTb.
K ToMy Xe OH HHKaK He Mor 3a0bITh €€ cnés. Huky npunom-
HWINCD U npyTHe geTanu. M eMy o4eHb XOTeNOCh BEPHTD, YTO
HMMEHHO BMEWIATeILCTBO PUTHI cnaciio MX OT IuieHEeHMs.

BesonacHbie ropogja — B HHX MOXHO BOMTH TONBKO B
conpoBoxacHHHU 'eponbaa. «Tonpko B conpoBoxaeHuu I'e-
poiibAa» — 3Ta MBICIb CHOBA M CHOBa MOBTOPAIACh B €ro
rojiose. A pa3Be Hejb3d 3aXBaTHThb leponbaa B KayecTse
3aJJOXHHKa?

XoTs, KOHEYHO Xe, aHITIHYaHe NODKHLI OBUTHM paccMoT-
peThb 3TOT BOIIPOC CO BCEX BO3MOXHBIX CTOPpoH OHM He
DIynbl, a 9T00bl BBDKWTb, MM MpPHIUUIOCH MCNONbL30BaTh B
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- TIOJIHYIO CWIY BCE CBOM NPMPOIHBIE CITIOCOOHOCTH H yM. H Bcé

Xe OH CHOBAa U CHOBAa BO3BpallaJicsd K Toi MbiciH. Tak im
BeJIMKO MoryiiecTBo I'eponnia — a B 3TOM MHMpe HET TaKHX
CHJI, KOTOpble MOXHO CYHTAThb HEBEPOSTHBLIMM WIH HEBO3-
MOXHBIMH, — YTO He HalAETCI HUKAKOTIO criocoba 3aXBaTHTh
€70 B IUIeH, KeM Obl OH HM ObLUI: BECTHHKOM, INYTElIECTBYIO-
IMM MO BO3IYyXY, CTPAXHHMKOM WIM KeM-To emé? CauiixoM
MaJio 6bpU10 M3BecTHO HuKy: nuinb TO, YTO ropoaa Haa€XHo
3aiuieHbl. [IpoBepsaTh Xe 3T0 eMy caMOMY 9TO-TO HE O4YeHb
XOTeJIOCh.

OH HeMHOro Mnocnajl nocje NMOJYAHS Ha MOJY Y OKHa, a
KOrAa TNpOCHYNCS, TO YBHIOE] pAAOM C co60if 3acTHIBLIYIO
3arafo4Hyio Gpurypy xora JIxepeMH, aKKypaTHO NOJIOXHUBLIE-
ro XBOCT Ha JIambl M HE CBOAALIEIO CBOMX HEMMIalOWIMX
3eN€HbIX a3 ¢ juua Huka. U 9ro-TO B 3TOM B3MIsAIE
3aCTaBWIO MOJIOJOIO YeJIoBeKAa NMOYYBCTBOBaTh ceOs BechMa
HeyloTHO. Ha cexyHay aaxe MeNbKHY/Ia HEBEPOSATHAsA MbICIIb,
YTO KOT TOYHO 3HaeT, 0 4€M OH AyMaeT, M MpOocTo 3abapns-
€TCA C BBICOTHI CBOEro MOJIOXEHMS, KAK MOXET 3a0aBiiaThcs
B3pOCJIBIiA, CITVILIAg paccyXIeHHUs peGEHKA O IpeaAMeTe, HeAO-
CTYITHOM JJI1 €ro NMOHMMaHHA.

Huk Bcerna mo6un xouiek. CrapuHa JIXopIX NMpoxuit y
Hero ABeHaauaTth NeT. U ofHMM M3 caMBIX KpPeNnKHuX KaMHei
B CTeHe MeXIy HUM H Mapro ObUIO TO, 9TO OHa YCHINTHJIA
JIxopnxa, korna Huk rox Haszax Haxomwicsa B Hrio-Mopke.
Ha, xopmx 6bU1 cTap, €ro NpMXOAWIOCh HOCHTh K BETEPH-
Hapy, OH OOCTaBJs1 OecriokoiicTBo. IIo3TOMY KOT H yMep, a
€My CJIAIKHM I'oJIOCOM OOBACHWIM, YTO HENPaBWIbHO Jajbllie
COXpaHATb XU3Hb CTapOMy M CTPaJaloOlIEMy XHBOTHOMY.
Onnako Huk 3nHan, yro JIxopmka MoxHo Onulo criact. Ho
OH HHMYEro He CKasaJ €if Toraa, He JOCTaBWI €ii YAOBOJIBCT-
BHA BHIETb, HACKOJBKO OH B36GELIEH OT 3TOr0 HOBOIO
nopaxeHus. JXXopax ymep, ¥ HHYEro HeJb3sl ObUIO C 3THM
noaenats. Ho Huk Mor BCTIoMHHMTb €ro — Kak ceifyac — BO
BCeX NONPOOHOCTAX.

IXepeMH 3aBOpYasl, NPHXAB YlIH, BCE TaK X€ NPHCTAILHO
mang B auuo Huka. Hux BHAOXHYN BO3ayx CKBO3b 3yOHI,
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3allIMIIeB MOYTH TakKke, KAK paccepXeHHasd WIH pacTpeBo-
XeHHas KOllKa.

3TOT KOT — noHuMaeT! JIXepeMH ynTaeT ero Mpicau! Huk
ObUI YBEpEH B 3TOM, KaK €CJIH OBl KOT roBopui BeiyX. OgHako
MMeHHO HMK 3aroBopui nepBbIM:

— Tb1 noHnMaeun?

OH M caM He 3HaJ, YTo eMy oxuaarh B oTrBeT. [lonacT au
JlxepeMn Kakoii-HMOyAb 3HaK TOIO, YTO OH ACHCTBUTE/IbHO
noHuMaer? Ho KoT He wieBenwicsi M He M3[aBajl HUKAKUX
3ByKOB. 1 yBepeHHOCTb B TOM, YTO C KOTOM IIpOM30lUIa
KaKasi-TO NepeMeHa, Hayajla ITOTUXOHBKY Hcye3ars. [Ipocto
pasbirpajoch BooopaxeHue... 1 BCE Xe OH He MOT MOBEPHUTb
IO KOHLA B TOo, YTo olubascd. B HamiM OHU HeMb3s MOJ-
HOCTBIO OTMECTH MNpoyb caMy HACI0 TeJeNaTHH HIH
napaHOPMAJIbHBIX CNIOCOGHOCTEH OTIAENbHBIX JIOAEeH — IICH-
XOMETPHUH, NpeABUACHUH U Npoyee. K ToMy Xe CUHMTAIOT, YTO
M XHBOTHBIE MOIYT ObITb MeaWyMaMH, OCOOGEHHO KOIIKH.
Huxk nepebpan B yMe Bce pallHOHaIbHBIE OOBLIACHEHHS TOTO,
4YTO, KaK OH IoJjiaraj, ToJbKO 4YTO npousouuio. M Bcé xe HU
OJHO M3 HMX HE MOIJIO A0 KOHLA OOBICHHMTH 3TO... H Belb
caM-TO OH BO BCSKOM ciydae He Opul MeamymoM. Torma
KaKuM ob6pa3oM [IXepeMH cCMOr IPOYHMTATh €ro MBICIH, €ro
BOCTIOMHHAaHMA M KaK-TO Ha HHUX OTpearMposarh?

U TeM He MeHee, noHuMan dxepeMu ero wim Het, Huk
NpoaoJDKaN TUXOHBKO FOBOPHTb OTPOMHOMY CEPOMY KOTY:

— JIxopax He ObLT NMOXoX Ha Te6s. Y Hero ObLUIM IJIMH-
HbI€ JIanbl, U CKOJIBKO ObI OH HH €]1, a €J1 OH 6yIb 310pOB Kak,
— Huk ynpi6HynCSA, BCMOMHUB, KaK omHaxnwel IXopax c
HacnaxXJeHHEM NMPUKOHYWI HO6pYyI0 TapeJKy MHAIOLIATHHBI,
— OH HHKOrAa He TojicTes. Thl OBI CKOpee MmoayMall, YTO MbI
MopHM ero ronogoM. OH ToXe 6bL1 oxoTHHKOM. M emy
HpPaBWIOCh CNaTh Ha IOCTEJM, HO HEe HPaBWIOCh, €CJIHM ThI
TepeBOpaYMBacIIbCsl M GECIOKOMIIb €ro, 0 4€M OH TYT Xe
3asgBISLI.

IlxepeMHM BCE TaK Xe ciegwl 3a HHM. A TIOTOM BApYT
OTPOMHBLIH KOT 3€BHYJ, BCTal M MNMOGPEA TpoYb, KaXKAbIM
CBOMM [BHDK€HHEM BbIpaxas cKyKy. HUK nodyBcTBoBaJ ce6s
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ryno. Beuto coBeplieHHO o4yeBHAHO, 4TO [IXepeMHu Gonblue
He HMHTepecyeT paccka3 o /[IXopaxe, KOTOpPOIO OH, BHeE
BCSIKOTO COMHEHUSA, NPHUYUC/IUT K HU3LIEMY THITYy KOlIaYybHUX,
M B KaXIOM NOApParuBaHUM 33JpaHHOTO BBEPX XBOCTa SBHO
YHUTAIOCh NMpe3peHHue K HeMy. Ka3anoch, YTo OH I'OBOpHIL: He
paccka3pIBaiiTe MHe O OPYTHX KOTaX, B MHpE €CThb TOJBKO
oauH JIxepemu!

N BnepBple ¢ MOMeHTa MX NMpHUOLITHA B 3TOT MMp Huk
paccMesuica. C JIxXepeMH MOXHO OTIMYHO obluaTecd —
TOJILKO IO cBoeMy. JlaxXe eclM KOT M YMTaeT Mbiciu Huka, To
OH BCE PaBHO HEe MOXET OTOMTH OT IPHMBBIYHLIX CTAHAAPTOB
H JIOTMKH cBoero Buia. HMK MoXeT cOMHeBaTbCsl, HO OH
JOJDKEH TaKKe NOBEPHUTDb B TO, YTO BUIMT, U HE OTMaXUBaThCs
OT 3TOro.

C HacTyrileHHEM TEMHOTHI, 6LICTPO NMOEB, OHM OTIIPaBM-
quch B nyth. Xne6 Huxka yxe maBHO KOHYWICS, OCTalOCh
JIMLIb HEMHOTO ChIpa ¥ BETYHHEI, a aHIVINYaHe HECJIM C coboii
MaJIecHbKHEe TBEpAbLIE JIENELIKM M3 CMNPECOBAHHBIX BMECTE
3eMJISTHBIX OPEXOB H CYIIEHLIX Arofl, a TaAKKe IOJIOCKH. Bile-
HOTOo XE&CTKOro Msica. '

Bbrxoa, kak ¢ yaupieHueM obHapyxun Huk, npsrancs B
KaMHHe, caMOM OOJIbLLIOM M3 KOraa-jiubo BHIAEHHBIX UM. B
3aJHell €ro CTeHKe KpeMWINCh BMECTE YEThIpE OIPOMHBIX
KaMHf, CIyXWBLIMX YeM-TO BpoAe aBepH. Huk npennoxun
cBoii ¢oHapuk, u CTpayn TYT Xe B3SI €ro.

— OGoxaure, Noka s He MocBeyy BaM CHH3Y, — OTAaN
paciiopscKeHHE YTIOJIHOMOYEHHBIH IpaXXIaHCKOH OOOpOHBI.
— CTymneHbKH 31ech HEeHaLEXHbIE.

OH wucues, 1 Huk yBuien Hayano y3Ko# JIECTHHULbI, Beay-
el BHU3, BLUIOXEHHOM B TOJCTOM CTeHKe AbIMoxoaa. OHH
NOAOXNaIH, NOKA CHM3Y He MOAHSUICA APKMH JIyd. 3aTeM B
Ja3 npotucHyaack Jlenu [Inana BMecte ¢ KOp3uHo# ¢ [Ixepe-
MH, a 3a Heil — muccuc Knanmn, JIxuH 4 JIuHga ¢ JlanroMm Ha
pyxax. [Torom Hayan crmyckaTbcsi X3MJIETT, €Ba IIPOTHCHYB-
LIKCH B y3Ky10 Avlpy, 1 Kpokkep noaronxuyn nokrem Huxka.

— A Tenepsb Thl. MHe elI€ HYXHO 6yaeT NOCTaBUTh KAMHH
Ha MeCToO.
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Hy u y3xmii xe 3710 681 X0a! JomxHo 6T, OCOOEHHO
MYYMTEJbHO OBUIO NMpo6GHpaThCHA MO HEMY OTHIOAbL HE OTJIM-
YaBUIMMCSI CTPOMHBLIM TeNocoXeHHeM MuccHe Kiann H
Crpayny. Ho xon He 6bU1 CIMIIKOM JIMHHBIM. BHe3amHo
Huxk okasasics B rOpH3OHTAILHOM KOpHIOpPE, CTEHBI KOTOpO-
IO ToXe ObLUIM BBUIOXEHBI U3 KaMHS, psinoM co CrpaynoM,
KOTOPBIH MNo-1npexHeMy ocBewiay ¢OHaAapHKOM ITyTh AJIA JIET-
YHKa.

Kpokxep nosgBuwics He cpa3y. JIBaxasl 10 HUX JOHOCHJIOCH
HEeBHSTHOe OOpPMOTaHHE, YKA3LIBasi, YTO Y TONO BO3HHMKIH
npo6sieMbl ¢ YCTAHOBKO# Ha npexHee MecTo KaMHel. Hako-
Hell OH NPUCOEeAMHWICH K HUM, U Ctpayn, cBeTs poHapHKOM
Briepén, MoBén ux nmo xopuzopy. Uaru nmpuxoamnoch ryce-
KOM, HO BCE Xe 3TOT KOpHIop ObU1 LIHMpe, dYeM IMOJIypaspy-
LIIEHHAA JIECTHHLA.

Cgaemsioe naTHO (poHapHKa yHOCWIOCH Baanb, U Huk wmen
NOYTH B TeMHOTe. Bo3ayx ObUT NMpOMO3IJILIM, Ha CTeHax
COOMpaTHCh KaIUTH TyMaHa, M Be3de CTOSUI CKBEPHBII 3amax.
Kasanocs, YTo HET KOH1Ia 3TOMYy Kopuaopy. OHHU CIUVIONIHLIE
CTEeHbl, HM BXoJa B KaKOH-HHOyab noaBas, HM GOKOBBIX
oTBeTRIeHM. HUK cnpamuBan cebst, KaKk Xe Te, C KEM OH
ceifyac mNyTelIeCTBYeT, CMOIMIM OOHapyXWTb mnpoxod. OHH
Ha3bIBAJIM €TI0 «TalHBIM JIa30M», M Ha3BaHHE 3TO Ka3aloch
BronHe mnoxaxoaswiuM. Ho ckonabko Xe Tpyaa NpHUUIOCH
3aTPaTUTh Ha €ro CTPOUTENILCTBO, H 3TO SICHO YKA3LIBAJIO, YTO
CTPOMBUIHME €T0 YYBCTBOBWIM HEOOXOOMMOCTL B INOXOOHOM
CKPBITOM BBIXOJ€ BO BHELUIHHi MMP.

Yepe3z HekoTOpoe BpeMsi KaME€HHBIE CTEHbl CMEHWIHCH
NOCTaBJICHHBIMHU B DSl NepeBSHHBIMHU CTOJIGAMH, 3a KOTOPHI-
MH BHIHeJach 3eMJisl; M 3TO yXe Obuia Oosee rpybo
BBINIOJIHEHHAs pabora. Huk Opocwn B3mIsAA BBEpPX M YBHAEN
nepeKpeliMBalouIHecsl ToJICTeHHbIe OPEBHA, CITIOCOOHLIE BhI-
IepXaTh OrpOMHBIN Bec. OH MOHanesUIcA, YTO AEPEeBO TOKa
ell€ He CTHWIO OT BPEMEHH.

A ew€ 4yepe3 HekoTopoe Bpems, Kotopoe HuKy mokaza-
JIOCh OYEHb OJITHM, CBET HOHapHKa ynasl Ha HOBYIO JIECTHHLLY,
NMOX0XYIO Ha NPHCTABHYIO, HO cAeNaHHYIO bonee rpybo, ueMm
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B ApiMoxone. CTpaya Hauan B3GHpaThCsl MO CTYNEHbLKaM, H
yepe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYHJA JTy4d ¢oHapHKa OCBETII JOPOTY TeM,
KTO mociyieayeT 3a HUM. X3mnertT M Jleau JIuaHa nomoranu
KaK MormM MHccHc Knanm, M 3To 3aHSJI0 MHOTO BpPEMEHH.

Ho BoT, HakoHell, fopora ocBoboannacs ajig 6ojee MoJio-
JBIX WIEHOB OTpsilia, KOTOPble B300paiNCh HaBepX ¢ Gonblueit
NPOBOPHOCTHIO H CKOPOCTHIO H CHOBA OKA3aJIHCh CpelH Ka-
MEHHBIX CTeH. BBrICOKO Haj HX rojJoBaMHM BHIHeJICS KycodekK
HOYHOIro Heba, M OfHa-ABe 3Be3Abl 000ApSIOLIEe MUTAIH HM.
Kak Xopollio BIOXHYTb CBEXHIi BO3AYX MOCJIE 3aTXJION0 KOpH-
nopa!

IIpexne yem Crpayn BuIKmOYMn cBeT, HuUK ycnen 3ame-
THTBL obropeJisie OCTaTKHM TOIO, YTO HeKoraa ObU1o OpEBHaMH,
CIYXMBLIMMHU TNEpeKpbITHEM M ABYX BEpPXHHMX 3Taxei. A
BHHU3Y NOJ HOTaMH B GOJIBLLIOM KOJNIMYECTBE BaJLUIHCh O06JIOM-
KH, TaK YTO MM TNpPHLUIOCh B3SATbCA 32 PYKH M C HeMaJoi
OCTOPOXHOCTBIO HalpaBUTbCS BIEPEI K OTKPBHITOMY NPOEMY
JBEPH.

CHapyX¥ rycras paCTMTeJbHOCTb XOPOLUO CKpbIBasa pa3-
BaiMHbl. Korga mocnegHuii 4yenoBeK MNMpPOLIEN Yepe3 ABEpb,
Crpayn OImycTIWI BETBH KyCTapHHKA, KOTOpbIE IO 3TOI0 OTBEN
B CTOPOHY M OepeXHO NpHICpXHBaJ, U OHHU HNOJTHOCTLIO
CKpbUIM M3 BHAy Bxod. A Huk Temepb yBHAea Mo3alH rpsany
XOJIMOB. '

Houb, B KOTOpyi0 OHM BHIUUIM M3 OalIHH, OKa3ajlach
ropasio cBerjiee, YeM JOJDKHA ObLna O6biTh. PagyxHoe cHsiHMe
HCXOIMJIO OT KAKOTO-TO HCTOYHMKA, HAXOAMBLIEIOCA Ha 3€M-
Jie BliepeaH U CKPBITOTO AePEBbAMH U 3apOCSIMH KYyCTapHHKA,
KOTOPBLIA TaK Xe Hal€XHO YKpHIBAl M 3T Pa3BAIHUHBI.

ITo nmpuxasanuio CTpayaa OHH CTaJIM JepXaThCA MooOmDKe
OpYT K apyry. Eciin ynosHOMO4eHHBIH rpaXaaHcKoi o6opo-
HBl M He 6BLT OMBLITHHIM OXOTHUKOM, OH BCE-TaKM H30 BceX
CHWI CTPEMMJICA TIPOBECTHU CBOH OTPSA HE3aMETHO I JyXOro
IJIa3a, U BCe OCTAILHBIE, CEysl €ro IIpHMepy, NPOGHpaTHCh
o Tporne, cTapasich MPOU3BOAHTL KAK MOXHO MEHBLIE LIyMa.
OHH OTKJIOHSJIMCh BMPaBO, H C KAXIBLIM 1IarOM PacTUTE/b-
HOCTb BOKPYT HMX CTAaHOBWIAach peXe, a CBeT — sp4e, MoKa
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HakoHel nepenq HukoM He oka3ajics MocJiedHHMI KycT Ha
OMnyllKe, CKBO3b BETKH KOTOpPOIO OH YBHIEJ Iropoi.

U 3710 6bU10 TaKoe YAMBHTE/IbHOE 3pejHlIe, YTO OH Ha
HECKOJIFKO CEKyHI 3aMep, COBEpLIEHHO NMOpPaXEHHBbIH, Tak
4yTO Ha Hero Haneten Kpokkep. Ho oH He o6paTi BHUMaHuUA
Ha JIETYHUKA, 3aBOPOXEHHBI TeM, YTO YBUAE.

Ha paBHMHe, mocpeay 4YMCTOrO NOJsS CTOsUT ropon, 6e3
KaKHX-THO00 pa30pocaHHBIX BOKPYT 31aHMil. Ero 6aiiHu Bo3-
HOCWIMCh B He60O Ha TaKylo BblcoTy, 4yro HHMKy mokasasocs,
YTO MX WIMWIH MOYTH AocTHraioT 3Bé3n. IToToMy 4YTO Bech
ropoJl COCTOSU1 M3 GallleH M LIMWIEH, CJIOBHO KOIbS BBITAHY-
THIX B He0O, K yyaecaM, TasgUIMMCsi B KOCMoOCE.

M3 yero GbU1M mocTpoeHbI 3TH Aanékue 3aaHHA, Huk He
MOT Aaxe M npeAcTaBUTh cebe. OH He MOT COOTHECTH KaMEHb
H HemnpeKpauiamourylocs urpy usera. [IoToMy 4To cBepkaio-
liee CUSIHHE, HCXOAUBLIEE OT CTEH, OCBElllasi HOYb B OKPYTE,
HHUTOE HE OCTaBajloCh HEM3MEHHBIM. Pa3HOLIBETHBIE TEHH,
CBeTJIble U TEMHblE, 3bI6WINCh ¥ BCIIBIXUBAJIM, YTOGBI HCYe3-
HYTb, a 3aT€M CHOBa BCIIBIXHYTb.

HecMOTps Ha BCIO CBOI0O CTPaHHOCTb, 3TOT IOpOA HeE
Ka3ajcsl YyXIbIM 3eMJie, Ha KOTOpoii oH crosl. CaMa 3eMis
31ech, paaysd I/1a3 NPHUSITHBIM COYETAaHHEM, CHsUIa BCEMH
LIBETAaMH DalyTH: 30eChb CMEUIMBATIMCh U 3e€JieHb JIECOB, M
30JI0TO L[BETOB Ha JIYTY, M NbUIbHAasA KPACHOTA KOPHI IEPEBLEB,
U cepebpHcTasg ronyoM3Ha BOOLI, H CBET/Iad pO30BaTOCTb
LBETYLIHUX (PPYKTOBLIX AepEBbEB BMECTE C YYAESCHBIM PyMSH-
LIeM HX CHeJbIX TUIOAOB.

T'opon He myran ¥ naxe He BHYLIaJI Gl1aroroBeiHbIi cTpax.
N Huk Bech NMpPOHHKCA, B3Upasd Ha 3TO YyAO, CYACTIMBBHIM
Bo36yxaeHneM. Tenepb nepes HUM, TOPOO H BETHYECTBEHHO,
CTOSUIO TO, YTO OH TaK JOJINO MCKaJl, YTO NMPENCTARISUIOCH EMY
Ha KOPOTKMH MHTI, BO3MOXHO, TOJIbKO BO CHe.

— Hy, mowwnm pansie, T, Aypak! — Kpokkep cxsatun
€ro 3a pyKy M C cwioii népHyna, Tak 4ro HUK cpa3y npuén
B cebg. — Yr1o 3TO € TOGOI?

— OH npexpacen! — BocxnukHyn Huk, u eMy 3axoTenoch
6pocHTLCA OeroM MpsAMO IO MOJIO K 3TOMY ropoay.
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— 3t10 noBywika! — rojioc JETYHKA NPO3By4Yasl Herpe-
KJIOHHO U X€cTKo. — YcrpoeHHas mna Hac. He cMoTpu Ha
Hero.

Heyxenu Kpoxxep npaB? Huk He Mor moBepHTh eMy. Te
Janékye OGalIHU NeHCTBHUTENBHO NPUTATHBAJIM ero K cebe.
OnHako Tenepb, KOTAa IpOLLUIO NMEpBOEe H3YMJIEHHE, OH C
MOAO3peHHEM OTHECCA K 3TOMY XeJaHHIO.

U Bc€ Xe OH HanpaBWICS BIEpEN C KAKOH-TO HEOXOTOM,
Bcaen 3a CTpaynqoM M OCTAJIBHBIMH, TTIOCTOSHHO ABHMrasich B
BOCTOYHOM HamnpaBieHHH. Kpokkep 1€ psAioM ¢ HUM, CJIOB-
HO omacasch, 4yTo HMK MOXeT HeoXHIaHHO COpBaThCcsA C
MecTa M OpOCHUTBECS K ropoay.

Ho oHM He majeko NMpoABMHYMMCh, Koraa Ctpaya u3gan
MpeayTnpexnaloLinii CBUCT, H OHH ocTaHOBWINCh. Ha 3anage,
OCBElIEHHbIE CBETOM, MOKA3aJIMCh OYEPTAHUA KAKHUX-TO ¢H-
ryp. OHM cpa3y Xe y3HaJIM JIMHHOHOIO€E CyLIeCTBO, KOTOpOe
LIarajio Brepeau Bcex — «KoHs» [eponbaa.

Ho Ha HEM HMKTO He CHMIEJ; ero X03iHH B CBepKalolleM
OofesTHUM 1WEN nmo3agu. 1 ¢ HUM pSoM Luarajiu el€ Tpoe —
BeCbMa CTPaHHO NogoOpaHHas rpymmna.

TaM OBLT MyX4YMHa, ONETHIH B XEJITOBAaTO-KOPHYHEBYIO
dopMy — Kak OOMH H3 TeX, 4YTo ObUIM ToOMMaHBI B CETh
JIETAIOLIMM OXOTHHKOM, a 3a HHUM... Hy Ja, KOHEYHO Xe,
cleqoM 1IEM M caM OXOTHHMK, 00/Jay€HHBI B ckadaHAp.
OnHako LIeCTBOBAJIM OHU TaK, OyATO HUKOTAA He SB/ISUTMCH
BparaMi, He cpois rna3 ¢ I'eponbaa. Tperbeit Obuta XeH-
IIHMHA.

— Pura! — Bckpuxkuyn Kpoxxep.

Huky mokxasajoch, YTO 3Ta CTpaHHas rpynna CIHLIKOM
IIaJIEKO OT HMX, YTOGBI MOXHO 6bU10 KOoro-Huo6yab y3Hate. Ho
Ha JIMIe NETYMKA SICHO YHMTalach YOEeXIEHHOCTh, YTO Ta
durypa B 3en1€HoM — ero noTepsHHas NMOApPYTa.

C He6a noHéccs npoH3uTeNAbHbl Boil. Ho Ha 3ToT pas u3
HHMOTKyJa BO3HHKJIA He JieTalollasl TapejlKa, a curapoobpa3s-
HBbIM anmnapar.

OH cTpenoit noHéccs K 3eMie, CIOBHO cobHpasch BOH-
3UTBCA B MOYBY, BLICTPEJIMBasi KOPOTKMMH BCMBIILKAMH CBETA.
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OHH fpOCTHO OMJIM BOKPYT NpPHOMMKABLIErocs OTpsiaa —
KOTOpPBIA COBEpLIEHHO He obpallan Ha 3TO BHUMaHHUsA — H OT
0603OKEHHBIX MOJIOCOK 3eMJIM NMOAHHUMAIHNCh CTPYHKH ObIMa.
Jlyus IBHO OTKJIOHSAIHMCh M MOpaxaiM 3eMII0 CIipaBa, CJieBa
M no3aJM HAYLIMX NELIKOM CYLECTB.

AnmnapaT CygJOpOXHO METICS HaJd HX IoJIOBaMH, CJIOBHO
€ro JIETYHUK pelIw JIOOBIM CIOCO60M OCTAHOBHUTB 3Ty IDYII-
my, Aaxe ecJd NpuAETcA TNMOHWTH Ha TapaH. OXHaKo mpH
KaXIOM TaKOM HbIpKe KopabJib MOTaJIO U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPO-
HY, W ObUIO BHOHO, C KaKHM TpPYAOM YAABajJOCh NWIOTY
COXpaHSATb KOHTPOJIb HaJ YIpaBJIeHHEM.

U Bc€ 3TO BpeMsi 4eTBEpO JMIOAEH M «KOHb», Ka3ajloCh,
COBEpLICHHO He 3aMeYalM HamnaleHusa. OHHU HampaBJIsUIUCH
NpsSMBIM XOAOM K Iropoly, HHMIZEe He OTKJIOHSSACh OT CBOEro
myti. 1 Huk Mor npenctaBuTh pa3oyapoBaHHe HamaJaB-
ero.

B KoOHIle KOHLIOB MWIOT, NODKHO OBITh, CMHMPWICH C
nopaxeHHeM, anmnapat CKoJIb3HYJl 0OOpaTHO K IpebGHIO H Hcye3
C HEBEPOSTHOM CKOPOCTBIO. A MNEWIHH OTPSAA MNPOLOJIKAJ
JBUIaTbCs POBHBIM LIArOM — CMOKOHHO M GeccTpalllHo.

Ha Huka 3to npou3sBeno orpoMHoe BredaTieHHe. Bor yx
y KOro AeHCTBUTEIbHO Hal€XHas 3alIUTa, TaK 3To Y I'eposn-
na. la, TaK OH MOXET ITyTellIeCTBOBAaTh MOBCIOAY U HUYETO HE
G6osatecs. Ecnu Obl TONMBKO MOXHO OBUIO IMOHATH, KaK 3TO
npoxcxoaut! Huk sagymunBo cMorpen Ha I'eponbia, 3agaBa-
SCh BOIIPOCOM, MNOYEMY Xe& OH ceifyac HIOET MELIKOM, a He
eaer. Moxer, 3TO chaenaHo /g TOro, 4TtoGbl NPHUKPLITH
3alUMTHBIM JIOJIEM M TeX, Koro oH BEN? O, ecnu Obl OHHU
TOJILKO Y3HQIH €ro TaitHy!

T'eponpa M ropo — OAMH WIH APYTOil AB/ISUIMCH KIIOYOM
K pasranke. 1 Huk 6bU1 yBEepeH, YTO OHH 3aCJYXHBAIOT
TLIAaTeJIbHOTO M3y4eHMs. ['eponba nokmaaeT ropoa, nosromy
CIpaBUTLCA ¢ HUM Oymer Jerde. Jlionu He Moryr BoiiTH B
ropoa 6e3 I'eponbaa... Ho MoxHO nM 3axBaTuTh 'eponbaa B
TwieH?

MoxeT GbITB, 3TO COBeplLIEHHO HEBO3MOXHO. Tonbko yTo
OHH BUAE/IH, HaCKO/MbKO [eponba M ero KOMNaHUA, HaXoAACh

210



NMoA 3alIMTOM MOJNsA, OKA3AINCh HEYA3BMMBIMHM [UIS aTako-
BaBILIEro MX NPOTHBHMKA, NMbITABLIETOCH 3aXBaTHUTh X CWIOM.
H Gecrnosie3HO MBITaTbCA YTOBOPUTDH aHIIMYaH NPEATNIPHHSTH
noxo6HyI0 NoNeITKY — A0 TeX nop, noka Huk He mpuayMaer
IUIaH, KOTOpBIi AeHCTBUTENLHO MOr OBl cpaboTaTh. Y Hero
eué OyaeT BpeMsl MOPa3sMBILUIATh Hal 3THM.

Iloxoxe, otpsa l'eponpna aBurancs ObicTpee, 4YeM 3TO
Ka3aJIoChb Ha PacCTOSTHHM, WIH X€ Iopof oKa3sajcs Omke —
MOTOMY YTO Temepbh MaJIeHbKHIl OTpSX yXe IOYTH JOCTHI
ropoga.

— Brt0 delicmeumeavro Puta! — npocronan Kpokkep. —
Ona noMoraeT UM 3aMaHMBAHHUTDL B JIOBYLIKY GeIHBIX Aypay-
KOB, BEIET UX Tya! — OAHY KUCTb OH CXaJl B KyJIaK H C CIIOH
yoapwi1 MM NO pacKphITO# JaqoHU Apyroii pyku. — OHa
nomozaem uM!

— IMouyemy 611 U HeT? — cnpocwia [IxuH. — Benb Tenepsb
OHa OJIHa U3 HHUX.

JeByiika crtosiia mo Apyryilo cropoHy oTr Kpokxxepa u
misgena He Ha Hero, a Ha ropoi. 3aTeM OHa IIPOM3HecCIa,
MOHM3MUB rojioc, TO, YTO He npeJHa3Havyanochk Aasi Huka, u ot
Yero OH NpHMLIET B CMYyLIEHHME, ONHAKO OH He MOr OTOMTH B
CTOPOHY, He BBIC/AYLIaB 3TOrO.

— Eé 6onbuie Het, Bappu. M Thl He MOXellb BEPHYTH €€
Ha3al — Tak 3abyabp o Heil. Thl He Oyzewr» caMuM coboii,
TOKa He cenaelllb 3TOro.

— OcTtaBbTe MeHs B nokoe! — Kpokkep B3MaxHyn pyKoii.
OH He KocHysca JIXMH, HO CHIa ero rojioca 6sU1a Takoii, 4To
TOT Mpo3By4as, Kak yaap. — S 3Haio, 4To €€ HeT... TaK
OCTaBbTe MEHSI B Iokxoe! — OH ©Opocwicd BIepén MHMO
AEBYLIKM, H OCTaIbHLIE TOXE 3aABUTaNKCh. CTpaya MOBEN MX
Ha BOCTOK, M Yepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMs CHsSHHMe ropoia Io-
6nexno B cryuaslieiica TEMHOTE, KOTopasi Ka3ajach TeNepb
BABoe 6ojee IUIOTHOM M MpayHOM, NMOTOMY YTO CTpaHHOE
CHsIHHe-06elIaHe OCTaNIOCh MO3aaH.

Huxk nojiiMan ce6s1 Ha 3TOl nosiyoco3HaHHOM Mbicau. Her,
OH He JIOJDKEH MO3BOJISTh MUHYTHOMY O4YapOBaHHIO NEPBOTO
B3IMsiAa HAa ropol BIMATh Ha HEro temnepb. 3aech M 6e3 TOro
MHOXECTBO JIOBYLIEK, YTOObl MONAAaThCs B CTOJb SBHYIO.
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I'nasea desamasn

— Huxorma Ml eli€ He BUAEIH HUYEro noaobHoro.

Korna oHM HaKoHell HOOpajlCh AO TPECNOBYTOH «be3-
OTAacHOM» TBEpPAbIHM, €IMHCTBEHHOIO MECTa B 3TOM YYXIOM
M TIOJTHOM OIIAaCHOCTEi#l Kpalo, KOTOpoe OHM MOIJIM Ha3BaTh
CBOHM JIOMOM, TO NIPOOLUTH B YKPBLITHH 6€3BbUTa3HO HECKOJIb-
xo aHeit. Teneps, xak 6picTpo noHsn Huk, Bc€ BOKpyT cTano
JlaJIeKO He TaKMM, KaK paHblie. B rpyae orpoMHBIX KaMHeEH,
3aKpHIBAaBIIMX BXOA B MX yOeXullle, OHU YCTaHOBWIH Habmo-
JaTenpHBI mocT, U ceityac Huk BMecte ¢ KpoxkxepoM
HaxoguwJics B J030pe.

— Tenepb MBI He MOXEM HH OXOTUTBCS, HH JIOBUTH PHIOY,
— IIPOJOJDKUN JIETYHK.

IToToMy 4TO 3Ta 3eMia Gonblue He 6bUIa MyCTBIHHOM, KaK
Mpexnae, 4To celoBajio co c/loB OernenioB. CloOBHO ¢ ceBepa
OIIHa 3a IPYToii HECJIMCh BOJIHEBI, MPOHOCS MMMO HX YKPBITHA
Ha CBOMX IPEOHSIX BCE HOBLIE OTpsiAbl 6ponsr.

OHHU oXMOalIH, YTO JIETAlOLIHE TapelIKu OyAyT OXOTHTBCSH
Ha Oponsir, oIHaKO HHMYEro NMoAOOHOIo He NPOUCXOAWIO —
OHH BHIEJH JINIb OeCKOHEYHbIE OTPsiAbl OeXEHlIeB, JBUTaB-
1IMecss C HEMOKOJIEOMMOH PpelIMMOCTBIO, CJIOBHO KAaKOH-TO
OIpOMHBIl CTpaxX 3aCTaBWI MX CHSTBCA C HAaCIDKEHHBIX MeECT,
YTO BOBCE He IIOMOTaJI0 COXPaHATh cNoKoiicTBHe. OnHako
TIOKa OHM elU€ He ObUTH IOTOBHI NOKHWHYTH CBOIO KPEINOCTh.

Pacnionaranach oHa B ecTeCTBEHHOH meulepe, KoTopas
6bUIa pacUIMpeHa M yKpallleHa pyKaMM Jiofeil HWIH KaKoro-To
HHoro pasymMa. CTeHbl ObUIM IJIAIKMMHM, H B HHMX ObLIH
BBIpE3aHbl JUHMH, IPUYEM HEKOTOpble OLUIH 3allOJIHEHBI —
Ing Gonbled HarJIIOHOCTH — JAPEBHEH KpacKoid.

Ho caMmoe yauBHUTEIbHOE 3aK/II04aJIoCch B TOM, YTO IHelliepa
6pU1a ocBewieHa. M 3T0 ropasmo Gosblie, YyeM HacKalibHble
PHMCYHKH, nopasuwno Huka, MOCKOJbKY NMOC/TEAHHE-TO BCTpe-
YaJIMCh U B €10 ponHoM Mupe. Ho 3TU cTepXHHU, YKpEIUIEHHbIE
B KAMEHHBIX CT€HaX M BCILIXMBaBLIME Ha KOHLAX MSTKMM
rony0obIM CBETOM, SIBHO ObUIM aTPpHOYTOM LIMBWIM3aLlMM, Ha-
MHOIo o6orHaBuleli B TEXHHYECKOM OTHOLICHHH 3€MHYIO,
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YbM TNPEACTABUTENH HMCIOJL3OBATH Mellepy WA NpoXH-
BaHMUSA.

I[ToMuMoO mpouero, 3TH JlaMIbl €lI€ U BKIIOYATICH Ype3-
BbIYaHHO 3K30THYECKMM cnocoboM. HuKakuMx BHAMMBIX
BBIKJTIOYATeJIell — JOCTAaTOYHO OBUIO MPOCTO nodymams, YTO-
ObI 1aMna 3aropenacs! CjieqoBajio BCTaTh IMLIOM K OMHOMY U3
3THX TOHKMX CTEpXHeEi, roxeyaTb, YTOObI 3aX€rcd CBET, U
OHH BCIBIXHBAJIH, CJIOBHO OTPOMHBIE CBEYH.

PUCyHKH Ha cTeHax M JaMmbl ObUTM 3aragkaMH 3TOIO
Mupa. Bc€ ocranbHoe Gersielinl mpMHECHH ¢ coboii: MocTenu
M3 CYXOH TpaBbl U JIUCTbEB, OYar, CJIOXEHHbIH U3 MaJICHbKHX
KaMHei, JepeBIHHblIE MHCKM M JIOXKH, KOTOpPhI€ BbIpe3al
Crpayn, B npoluioM 3aHUMAaBLIMICS Ha JOCYTe TAKMM XO00H.
OHU npeBpaTWINCh B MNElIEpHbIX XHUTeleil, OKpPYXEHHbIE
ocTaHKaMU HaMHoro Gojee paspuToil mBlwin3auun. Ho tak
JIETKO 3alllMlajics BXOJ B MX KpenocTb, HaCTOJNBLKO Ge3omac-
HOI1 OHa Ka3ajlach, YTO UM BOBCE HE XOTeJIOCh NOKHMAATh €€.

Huk noHnMasn o3aboyeHHOcTh Kpokkepa cTo/b 3aTSHYB-
weiicsa Murpauueit. MIx 3anacel NULIH, XOTA U 3aTOTORJICHHEIE
B MOPSIAOYHOM KOJIMYECTBE ell€ B T€ AHH, KOTAa B 3TOM Kpaio
>KWIH JIMIOb OHY OJHM, 3aKAHYMBATHCH. A Terepb HEBO3MOX-
HO OBUIO HHU OXOTHTbCSA, HHU phIOAYUTbL, NpebObiBas B
MOCTOSSHHO# TPeBOre OXHMIAeMOIo HanaJeHHs.

Tak, B 3aTOYeHUHU, He PUCKYA BBLICYHYTbCS HapyXy M3-3a
3TUX Opoasr, oHM NnpoBesH ewl€ asa aHs. Kasanocs, yto Te He
OCTaHaBJIUBAJIUCH JaXe Ha Howrer. JIBaXasl 3a OOHY TOJBLKO
MpoLUTYI0 HOYb OHH BUIOEAHM BIATH MepLAIOLINe OroHbKH.
Huxk tepsin repnenne. UM HyXHO XOTb YTO-TO NMpPEANPUHATH
— U y3HaTb, YTO X€ NPOHCXOAMT.

o cHMx rop oH BO BCEM HalesUicd Ha aHIIMYaH. ToJbKO
COBeplIEHHO 6e3pacCyqHbINl 4YeloBeK PUHETCS BIEpEf, He
3Hag, C YeM OH MOXET CTOJKHYTbcA. OOHAKO 3a MocjeaHHe
HECKOJIBKO 4YacoB OH yOeawics, 4YTO OHM HACTOJNBKO Xe€
COUTHI C TOJIKY 3TOif MaccOBOM MMIpaliMeif, KaAK M OH CaM.

Bponsru nonagaanchk caMoro pasHoro suaa. Kak ecnm 651,
noaymanocs Huky, MHMO HHMX Npoxommia, NepeMellaHHas
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BechbMa NPHYIYIUTHBEIM 00pa3oM, caMa ucTopua. OmHaXasl OH
BUIEJ] HMHAclLeB. A No3Xe TpPEX MYXYHH C PYXbSIMM C
IJIMHHBIMHM CTBOJIAMH, OJETBHIX B OXOTHHIbH pyOalIKu ¢ Gax-
poMoii mepBhIX nmoceineHues. Ho 6butn M Apyrue — ortpsn
JIYYJHHKOB CO CTJIbHBIMH LIUIEMaMH, CONPOBOXAAacMbie ABY-
Ms 00/1a4€HHBLIMH B JaThl pbiliapaMu. M eln€ omHa rpynmna,
rae ORUTH AaXe XeHIIMHB (KOTOphIe BOOOle-TO BCTpeYalicCh
KpaiiHe pelKo), — TaKke B JoclexaX, HO ropasmo Gonee
paHHEro mepuoaa, B lLiUIeMaX C KpacHBIMM CyJITaHaMHU M C
OpPOH30BBIMHU YKpAaIIEHHRIMH 9EKAHKOH IMMTaMM.

O1uM yrpoM CTpayn BBICKONMB3HYJ HapyXy, YKPbIBasCh 3a
CKaJJaMM M 3apOCJIAIMHM KYCTapHHKA. Y TIOJTHOMOYEHHBIH Ipax-
JDaHCKoii 060poHEI, Kak caenan BuiBoa Huk, O6bn
€IMHCTBEHHLIM, KTO, IIOXOXE, MOT XOOMTh B pa3Beaxy. Ctpa-
yO XoTea AoOpaTbCA XO peKd Ha BOCTOKE H OLEHHMTb TaM
0OCTaHOBKY.

XoT4 3Ta nelnepa crajia ux 6a3o0ii elé ¢ Tex BpeMEH, Koraa
MM BIIEpBBI€ MOCYACTIMBWIOCh HATKHYTBLCSA Ha HE€, U Y HHUX
MMEJIMCh U ApYTHEe yOeXuila, BpoAe Jiarepsl y o3epa U ToM
¢depMbl, OHH H He QyMaJId NMpeBPaTUTh OOHO U3 HMX B CBOIO
NMOCTOAHHYIO 6a3y. B ux IU1aHBI BXOAWIO O00OpaThcs 40 Mops
M, €CJIM OKAXETCS BO3MOXHBLIM (YTO Ka3aJloCh NMPaKTHYECKH
HeOoCYlIeCTBUMBIM), HalTH KaKoii-HHOyab croco6 mepemnpa-
BUTbCS B AHmMIO. [IperBopss B XM3Hb 3TOT OOLUMIA IUIaH,
OHHU Hayaiu 6bUIO OHO BpeMsl CTPOHTh Ha peKe IUIOT, HO
roc/ie BHE3alHOIO YCHJICHHMSA aKTMBHOCTHM JIETAIOLIUX Tape-
JIOK B TOM paiioHe MM NpPHLUIOCH NMPEeKPaTHThL pabory.

N Bot Tenepnr Crpayn momxeH 6bU1 pa3y3HaTh, Mo-Tipe-
XHeMY JIM NaTpyJIUpyeTcs TOT PaiioH JIETAIOLIMMH OXOTHHUKAMH
WIM €CTh HaJleXNa, YTO MOTOK Opoasr oTBNEK MX BHUMaHHE.
M Torma, ecnm 3TO0 Tak, MM He HYXHO OymeT HOXMAATbC
KOHLIA 3TOM MHIpallVii, ¥ IUIOT Ha PEKE CTAaHET CPEACTBOM,
Ha KOTOpOM OHM cMoryT c6exats. Cam HuK Ha 3T0 nouru He
HaJesUicsl, HO OH NOHMMaJI, YTO aHITIMYaHe LIEIUIAIOTCH AaXe
3a KpOLICYHYIO BEPOATHOCTb BO3BpAlNECHHA JOMOIi.

MeaiciH aMepHKaHIIAa HEOTCTYNTHO BO3BPALLAINCH K TOMY
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ropony Ecam 6b1 TONbKO MOXHO 6bUIO y3HaTh, KaK NPOHUK~
HYTb B Hero...

— J1 no¥iny Ha BTOpOi mMocT U cMeHi0 JIXXMH, — cKasan
Kpoxxep. — Bckope ciona npuaér Jlenu duana.

JIétuux yweén, m Huk ocranca omgun. OH obpanoBancs
stoMy. Kpoxxep Obul mapeHps yro Hamo, ogHako HuK 3Han,
YTO JIETYMK HEe YYBCTBYET K HEMY CHMIIATHM, TaK Xe€ KaK H
cam Huk He Xxenan ceityac ero Bo3BpalneHus. bruio oueBua-
HO, 4YTO Y aHIITMYaHHHA CBOM TNpPOOJIEMBI, OTYEr0O OH M
npe6siBal B MpavHOM COCTOSHHUH, INOCTOSHHO O Y€M-TO
AyMasi, ¥ He HMcKaJ o0luecTBa HE3HAKOMBIX €My JIIOHCH.

A BoT BHKapwii... HUK yyBcTBOBaN K HeMy cummnatiio. U
OH nouuman Ctpayaa. YNoJIHOMOYEHHDII rpaXaaHCKoi 060~
POHBI TaK XMBO HAallOMMH&JI €My HECKOJbKMX 3HaKOMBIX —
nocJjieAHUM M3 HUX ObU1 TpeHep XeddHep B cTapLIMX Klaccax
wkKoasl. Muccuc Kiann — oH ynbIGHy/ncs — M JIXHH...
OIHAaKO OH OnLT yBepeH, 4YTOo [IXHMH CMOTPHT Ha OJHOTIO
Kpoxxepa. OH Xenan eif ycnexa B 3TOM HamnpaBlI€HHH, HO
CWIBHO COMHEBAJICA, YTO OHa KOrga-HuOyab ero no6heTcH.

Jlenu JInaHa pacrniopspkanach 34eCh BceM, HPaBWIOCH 3TO
ApyruM win HeT. ToMy, KTo 3axoTen Obl cTaTh eii momnepéxk
IOpOTH, cleAoBaso Gbl ABaXIHl NMOAYMATh.

JIunga... Ero MbICIH 3anepXanuch Ha OeByluke. [Jo 3Ha-
KOMCTB2 C aHIJIHYaHaMM OHM YCTieJIM COMU3UTLCA, HO TIOTOM
OHa OBICTpee BIWIAch B MX rpymmy, 4eM oH. M mocne neca
OHa u36erajia ero, a OH He Aeja MOMNbITOK BHOBb COWTHCH C
Hei. JIuHga ObUla HOpPMAJILHOM [E€BYOHKOIM, HO YX OH-TO
OTHIOAL He cobMpaeTcs NpwiaraTh YCHIHS, 4TOOBI y3HaTh €€
nosy4iue. To, YToO OHHM BMECTe YTOAWIM B 3TOT NEPETLIET, elE
He O3HayaeT, YTO MX CBA3bIBAIOT KaKMe-TO OCODOLIe OTHOllE-
HHA.

Huk Hanpsarcs: Bnepead o603Ha4YHIOCh KAaKOE-TO JBIIKE-
HHWe — 3aTPACINCh BETKH KycTapHHKA MPH OTCYTCTBHH BETpa.
Bo BpeMs cBoeii BaxTel HHK yXe BUAEN XMBOTHBIX, IIOTPEBO-
XEeHHbIX OGpoasraMH.

W HekoTOpBIie M3 HHMX HMEJH HOBOJILHO IPOTECKHBIHi BHI.
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OH BHIEN OJIEHS CBET/ION OKpackH, IBYX BOJIKOB, OrPOMHBIX,
pa3MepoM € MaJIeHbKOIO NMOHH, OOBIYHBIX KPOJIMKOB H CTalo
IMKMX uHAeeK. Ho xak-To pa3 MHMO MpoliUla napa XYTKUX
XHMBOTHBIX, IBUBLUHXCS CJIOBHO M3 HOYHOTO KOHIMapa, Bpoje
Tex, 4T0 6bUIM c 3enéHpiM YenmopekoM. OHM HMeNH YeThIpe
KOHEYHOCTH M OrpoMHOe TeJlo, HaroOMHHaBlllee KOolIaybe,
OQHAKO MeX 6bU1 6oJiblile MOXOX Ha OJICHHH, a INTHHHYIO LIel0
YBEHYMBAJIA MOKPHITAas YelIyE€il BMECTO LIEPCTH WIM NepheB
roJioBa ¢ OpPJMHBIM KMoBOM. OT Iled TAHY/IMCh NEepenoHya-
Thle KpbUIbsl, KaK Y JieTydeli MBILIH, HO ObUIO COBEeplLIEHHO
O4YeBMIHO, YTO OHM OBLTH CIMIIKOM MaJIeHBKMMHU H C/1abbl-
MM, YTOOBI yAepXaTb B BO3lyXe TaKoe IpoOMaJHoe TeJo
BbIiiisT Ha OTKPBITOE MECTO, 3TH CYNIECTBA PacHpOCTEpPJIN
KpBbUIbSA C CYXHM TPECKOM.

Huk onmcan atux TtBapeit X34neTTy, H BUKADHI KHBHYJ
CJIOBHO Y3HaB HEBO3MOXHbIii rHOpUA NMTHUILBI U 3BEpPA.

— OnuHuKyc...

— Yro?

— JlereHnapHBIil 3Bephb B repanbauke. Bpoae Tex, yto Bbl
BHAEIH B Jlecy, — Heln U 3HPWIbA.

— Ho Beas... — Huk 6bu1 coBeplieHHO cOMT ¢ ToNKy OH
JyMaJl, YTO repajIbHKa HMeeT OTHOLICHHE K CPpeIHEBEKOBBIM
LIUTaM, JOcTexaM, PMCYHKaM, YTOObl BHIAEIATDh phillapeiif Bo
BpeMsi OMTB, M HbIHE MCMOJb3YeTCAd KaK KaKasg-To ¢opMma
CHOOM3Ma I1g cobupaTesieif JEKOPaTHBHLIX TapesloK H Kpy-
XeK M B PHCYHKaX Ha IOYTOBbLIX OTKphITKax. Ho XuBble
XXKMBOTHBIE...

— [Ha-pa, — npooDKWi1 BUKapuii, — B HalleM POAHOM
MHpe He 6poafAT Mo okpyre BoobGpaxkaeMrle xHBOTHhle. Ho
3iech — CKoMbKO yrogHo! OHM — colo3HukH Hapoma ¢
XOoNMOB H He BLIKA3BIBAIOT K HaM JIIOGOMBITCTBA, €CJIH TOJILKO
HX He NMPHHYXIaloT K 3ToMy. K cyacTeio, nogo6Hoe npouc-
XOOMT KpaHHe peako.

M BoT Tenepnr Huk, 3amMeTHB CMyTHOe IBHXEHME, pa3-
MBILUISL, YTO X€ 3TO: OOLIMHOE XHUBOTHOE, H3BECTHOE €My,
WIH X€ ONHO M3 3THX (aHTACTHMYECKHMX CO3AAHHI{-CITyTHUKOB

216



Hapona ¢ XonmoB. OgHakKo H3 KyCTOB BLICKOJIbL3HYN, C
OCTOpPOXHON rpauMeii cBoero Buia, JIxepemu. Kor npoasu-
rajcs BriepéQl C OrPOMHbIM TPYAOM, HEECTECTBEHHO BBIBEPHYB
TOJIOBy, NOTOMY 4YTO OepXajl B 3y0axX OrpoOMHYIO ITHLY.
JIBaxbl Ha MYTH BBEPX MO CKIOHY €My IpPHILIOCh OCTaHO-
BHUTLCSI M TIEPEXBAaTUTb NTHIYY NMOyao6Hee, HO ero pelIMMOCTh
TIPUHECTH NO6BIMYy HH pa3y He MNokoJjebanack.

HaxkoHeny oH no6payicsa ao Huka u Gpocuin K ero HoraM
noiiMaHHyI0 nTuHy. ['71a3a KoTa ycTaBWINCh Ha aMepHKaHLa,
u IxepeMu M3nan npeaymnpexpampouiee BopdyaHue. be3xms-
HEHHBbIH IMyYOK BBIMAYKAHHBIX B MBUIH TNepbeB HMEJ APKYIO
okpacky. HeckonbKo AIMHHBLIX MepbeB B XBOCTE CIOMAJIHCH.
IITuua 6pU1a pa3zMepoM C LLIIUIEHKA, HO ONlEpeHHE COBEp-
1IEHHO OTJIMYaJIOCh OT 3HAaKOMbIX HHKY mMOMaLIHHX NTHL.

— Otauuneblit ynoB, — 3ametw1 Huk. — Trol, JIxepeMmu,
Gonee ynawiMBLIH OXOTHHK, YeM Mbl B MOCJieJHEE BpeMd.

KoT ynércs psAooM c HHMM, BLITAHY/ TepedHHe JIalbl,
MOTOM TOJIOXKWI Ha HHMX TOJIOBY U TSKKO B3IOXHYJ. Bputo
OYEBHAHO, YTO €ro BBIHOCJHBOCThL IOABEPIVIACh CEPLEIHOMY
HCIMBITAaHHUIO BO BpeMsi JOCTaBKM AoMoii aTtoro Tpodes. Huk
NMpOTAHY/ PyKy K NTHLE, nomsaabiBasg Ha J[IxepeMH, He
CTaHET JIM TOT BO3MYLIATLCA, OAHAKO KOT IIPOCTO CMOTpes Ha
Hero, He 3agBiAs O CBOMX IpaBaX Ha JOOBIY.

OH yOun nTHLy akKKypaTHO, He ObUIO gaXxe BHAOHO XOTb
KaKoii-HHOyab paHbl. HMK c BOCXHMIEHHMEM CMOTpesl Ha
NnepenadykaHHble nepbs. I'psA3p He Melllajla TepeaIUBaTHCSA
OCJIENIUTENbHO SAPKHMM KpacKaM, TIOXOXHM Ha olepeHHe No-
MyTasi, ODHAKO 3[leCh LIBETAa HEXHO NMEePEeXOAWIH U3 OTTEHKA B
oTTeHOK. OHM HaNOMHWIH eMy 6lecTsaummii kam3on 'eponbaa.

Teponpa... depxa nruuy B pykax, Hux Gonblue He BUAEN
eé. IOHoma BcrioMHHaN Ty MHHYTY Ha ¢depMe, Koraa ObUi
ybexnéH, yro I'eponba 3Haer, 4TO OH CTOHUT 3a OKHOM. H
Huk cHoBa BepHy/cs K CBoeil — mpaBiaa, €€ Henb3s 6GbUTO
el€ Ha3BaTh SICHBIM IUIAHOM — HAee KaKMM-TO obOpa3’oM
3axBaTUTh ['eposbia M c €ro NOMOLIbIO IIPOHHUKHYTh B ropo/.

C/OXHOCTD COCTOSUIa B TOM, YTO €My CJICIOBAlO pa3y3-
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HaTh Bc€ o caMoM [eponbae, XOTS OH 3HaJI, YTO 411 aHITHYAH
3Ta TeMa — 3anpeTHas. Tojapko OT X3mjIeTra OH moJsy4an
KaKHe-TO KpOXM HYXHOH eMy MHdopMalHMM, OZHAKO He
CTONBKO, KAK €My XOTeJIoch Obl, a KOrga OH MNbITajics nopac-
crnpallyBaTh INoGosbule 06 3TOM 3arago4YHOM HOBEJIHTENE
ropoaa, X3JIETT TYT Xe MEHsUI TeMy pa3roBopa. TaK KTo Xe
OH: delicmeumeabHo XO3IHH ropoaa wim npocrto roden? Cra-
Tyc ['eposnbaa MoXxeT HMeTh 0OJIbLIOE 3HAYEHHE IS TOro, 4To
Hux cobupasncsa npeanpunars. Ecin 6bl OH TOJBKO 3HAI...

X3mIeTT He pa3 mpenynpexaan IoHolny, yro JIuHae u emy
6ymer cmenaHo mnpemioxehne. Ho mo cux mop 3Toro He
CJIYYWIOCh. A NMOKAa OHM CKDBLIBAIOTCA B 3TOM YyOexHile, KakK
OHO MOXeT npou3oiiTu? burth MoxeT, ecin HuUk BcTpeTHTCA
¢ l'eponbaoM, OH caM y3HaeT, KakK... XOTs, €CJIM JaXe aTaKu
JIETAIOLIMX TapeJioK He BbI3BAIM ¥ TOTO HMKAKOro Gecriokoii-
CTBa, TO YTO MOXET caenarb oH — Hux?

Ero nponoisokano rphI3Th HEYOOBIETBOPEHHOE XeJIAaHHe
IeiictBoBaTh. HHUK He Bepwi, 4TOo MM yaacTcd GeCKOHEYHO
TNpATATBCA 3ECh B Nelllepe NPH HbIHELIHEH CHTYalluu. A 4YTO
€CJIH TO, OT 4Yero 6eryr 3TH 6poasAr Ha Ior, NosBUTCS 31eCh?
OH 6bU1 YOeXKIEH, YTO Ha BeChbMa XPYMKYIO Halexny bercrsa
Ha IUI0TY BooO6llie Hesb3s MoJlaraTbCsl, OHa NMPHBEAET HUX JIMLIb
K rubesu. Her, BOT B ropoae neHCTBUTENILHO Ge30MacHoO...

Hux HacTonbKo ObUI yBEpeH B 3TOM, YTO AaXe yIHBWICSH
Takoii cBoeli ydexn€HHocTH. OH MHOTIO pa3 oGayMbIBall 3Ty
HACIO elIE C TOro CaMoro BpeMeHM, KOra IepBblif pa3 yBHAE
cBepKaplnue OalllHH, HO Tenepb 3To ObUIa abcomoTHas,
Xesne3Has yOeXIEHHOCTD.

YT10-TO MATKOE INOTEPAOCh 00 ero pyky. JIo/DKHO OBIT,
JxepeMn 3axoTel NOMY4YHTb obpaTHO cBoit Tpodeii. Ho
Koraa Huk mocMmorpen Ha KoTa, TOT Boobllle He TSAHYJCA 3a
NTHLEH — mpocTo Tépcs rosoBoit 06 pyky Huka u Mypimi-
Kal.

— Xopownit Manbauk! — Huk nodecan ero 3a cepbiMu
yliaMH, a MOTOM Yy rnon6oponka. — Thl corlaceH co MHOit?

H xots Bonpoc 6bul 3a0aH WIYTIMBO, HO B TOT MOMEHT OH
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3HaJl, YTO TOBOPHT npasay. Eué pa3 JIxepeMn NMPpOHUK B €ro
MBIC/IM, H KOT BBIPa3WI COIVIaCHe HAWIYy4YlIUM IOCTYIIHBIM
€My CIIOCOOOM.

Huk ocTopoxHo noaBén pyky noa nogbopoaok Jxepemu
M NpHNOAHAI ero rojioBy TaK, YToObl NpsMO B3IJISHYTb B
OonblIKe I71a3a KOTa.

— JIXepeMH... KAK MHOTO Tbl 3Ha€lllb... IOHUMaELIb?

Kot oTpearmpoBan MrHOBEeHHO M pe3ko. BaMernynach
BBEPX Jiana, KOITH NOJIOCHYIH 3amsicTbe. HUK OTAEPHYN pYyKY.
Bbu10 0OYEBHAHO, YTO OH HOMYCTUI HENO3BOJIMTE/IbHYIO BOJIb-
HocTh. Paznanoch npeaymnpexaalouiee BopyaHue, ¥ JxepeMu,
CHOBa CXBaTMB 3y0aMH ITHUYy, obowmén Huxa um Mcues B
neuiepe. U cHoBa 10HOLIA HUKAK HE MOT NPHITH K PELIEHUIO,
Y10 Xe ObUIO MpaBOoi, @ YTO — TONbLKO BooOpaswiock. OH
JoJIXeH nopaccnpaiuuBath JIMHAY o JlaHre... BIPYT y A€BYLI-
KH TOXe BO3HMKIIO IIOXOXee BIEYaTICHHEe, YTO M NEC MpH
XeJJAHWH MOXET BXOAHTb C Heil B KOHTaKT?

On cMorpen Beaea IkepeMM, Korga K HeMy npo6panack
Jlean Inana.

— Bbu1o yTO-HHOYAbL MpUMeyaTeibHOro? — MpsAMO CHpo-
CHJIA OHa.

— Hwuyero, ecau He cuMTaTh TOro, YTo BepHycsa Ixepe-
MH, noiiMaB OOJIbLIYIO NTULLY.

— Ox yx 10T KOoT! Moz B OYKBaJIbHOM CMBICJIE Y HEIO HOJ
KOITEM, XOTsl BC€ KOMIKH TaKOBbl. OIHAKO JO/DKHA MPHU3HATD-
cd, 4YTO OH, NOXOoXe, CrocoOeH YHIoXaTh Joboro u3 Hapoana
¢ XOJIMOB...

— U TI'eponbpa Toxe? — nouHTepecopancs Huk.

Jlenn InaHa BHMMaTeJbHO NOCMOTpENa Ha Hero.

— A npu 4éM TyT I'eponpa? — B e€ ronoce nocislliazach
BpaxneOHasa HOTKA.

— JIxepeMH 3HaeT, Koraa oH no6ausocTtu?

— JlaXe He Mory cKa3aTb, — 3TOT BOIIpOC, IIOXOXE€,
SIBWICA A1 He€ IOJIHON HEOXMAIaHHOCThIO. — Jla, OH MoXeT
yKa3aTh NPUCYTCTBHE HEMoOJalEKy Koro-Hubyas u3 Hapona c
Xonmos, BUaAMM Mbl MX WiH HeT. Ho BoT leponba... A noyemy
3TO TaK MHTepecyeT Te6A?

219



— Jla s npocTo noayMan — Y Hero BeAb TaKas OTIMYHas
3allHTA.

— Cnpocu Moa, oHa 3HaeT 06 3TOM XHMBOTHOM BCE, YTO
moxuo. Ena yxe Xnért, Tak 4yto TeGe /ydlle NMOTOPOIMUTLCH,
NOKa OHa He OCTbUIA.

— Jla, Mmunean! — HUK BCKMHYJ PYKY B caioTe, oOpaTHB-
IIMCh K Hell Tak, kak CrTpaym, M CHyCcTWICA KO BXoAy K
nelepy, OTANYHO CNPATAaHHOMY CpedH CKAJl.

JIuHna nosyduna Hapsgn Ha KyxHio. TyT Xe Hemoman€xy
cuaena ¥ Muccuc Kianm, a Ha KoneHaX y He€ yiexan Tpodei
JIxepeMH; XeHILIMHA NTaJWiIa KOTa MO rojioBe U NMpUIroBapM-
BaJla, KaKoif OH xpaGppIit U yMHHLA. [IXKepeMH CaMOJOBOJILHO
NpMHUMaJ IOXBally, 3Hasl, KaK Bce KOIIKH, LIeHy cebe.

Huk B3 MHcKY M nouwén K JIMHae, KoTopas cuiena y
ovyara Ha KaMeHHO#H cKaMeiike M NOMELINBaja JIOXKOil B
ropiuke. PanoM ¢ Heit nexan JIaHr, YyTh CKJIOHMB IOJIOBY Ha
60K, HEOTPBIBHO IVIIAA Ha IUIaMsl.

— JIunpa, THI He 3aMeTWIa 34eCh KaKHX-HHOydb CTpaH-
HocTeil B JlaHre?

— B Jlanre? — mnepecnpocmwia aeByluika H B3sia y Huka
MHCKY, YTOOBI HANOJHUTb €€ BapeBOM, HO TYT Xe ObICTpo
TIOBEpHYJIa TOJIOBY M TIOCMOTpeJia Ha NMEcHKa. — A B 4€M
aeno? Jlaur?

YcnbinaB cBo€ MMs, nmEc ces Ha 3aAHUE JIalKH, noMaxa
NepeJHUMH B BO3AYXEe U THMXO TABKHYII.

— He xaxertcs nu tebe... — Teneps, koraga Huk 3agapan
3TOT BOIPOC, OH Ka3aJCsl COBEPLICHHO HEBEPOATHLIM. Emy
Bellb, BO3MOXHO, NMPOCTO nouyawics oreet Jxepemu. Jla HeT
xe, HeT! DTa MBIC/IbL NMpHIATa eMy MyXecTBa, H OH NpOAO-
xu1. — He npoussoaur nu JIaHr Ha Te64 BreyaTIeHHE, YTO
OH TNOHHMAET... TBOH MbICTHU?

— Mowu MbIcau? — nosTOpMiIa ACBYUIKA M NepeHecsa BCE
CBO€ BHMMaHMe OT nekmHeca Ha Hmuka.

— Her, — oTtBetMna ona kak 6n1 camoii cebe. — Xord...
Yto mMeHHO Tl MMeews B Buny? Sl xe rosopuna tebe —
NEeKHHeCH O4YeHb YMHble. OH moMoraer MHE MHOroe Iio-
HSATb...
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— Her, s He 00 3TOM... — Hayan 610 HHK, HO neBylKa
nepebuna ero.

— 4 3Hajo. Trl HMeeLIb B BUAY... TeAenaTuio, Tak? [loyemy
THl cripalinBaelub? JIaHr YTO, YHUTAET TBOH MBICAH? — BO3-
MOXHO, B 3TOM BOIIPOCE H CKphLIBaJiaCh HacMEllKa, HO €My
N0Ka3aJioch, YTO B rojioce €€ npo3Byyana rybokas 3aMHTepe-
COBaHHOCT.

— Her. Ho, noxoxe, aTo Moxet [Ixepemu.

— Ixepemu? — JInHaa 6pocuia NMPOH3UTENbHBIA B3Il
Ha KOTa, CBEepHYyBLIerocsi KiIyOKoM y Hor Muccuc Kianm;
JIMLIO €€ HEMHOIo HaxMypwioch. — JxxuH U Muccuc Knann
6e3 KOHLIA TBEpAAT MHE, 4TO 3a YydeCHLIi 3TO KOT, 1a KaK OH
MOXET JaTb MM 3HaTh, KOIAa MOGIM30CTH MOIBIAETCA KTO-
Hu6yab n3 Hapona ¢ XoaMoB, YTO TaM BOT AYPHOE MEETO WIH
ewl€ YTo-HUOYAb B 3TOM pole. MoxHo Aaxe noaymaTb, YTO
3TO YyJO AMBHOE, a HE KOT. A Tereps elé ¥ Thl HaYMHAEllb
yTBEpXIaTb, YTO OH MOXET YUTATh MbIcaH! [la MHe KaxXeTcs,
YTO Bbl BCE COLUIM C yma!

— Ho, — He orctynan ot cBoero Huk, — TBl BooGLIe
MbITaNach BhIACHUTH, HE MOSBWINCH JIU KaKie-HUOyIb U3Me-
HeHus B Jlanre?

— Tbl MMeellIb B BUOY, YTO B 3TOM MECTE MOXET CIyYUThCS
HEYTO Takoe, G1aromaps YyeMy BO3MOXHO YTEHHE MBIC/EH U
Bcé Takoe? Ho moyeMy He MbI, a XHMBOTHBIE?

— A He 3Hawo, — Huxky npuuutoch cxasaTth npasny.

— Jlanr! — JIuHaa cyHy/na HamoOJHEHHYI0O MHCKY B pYKH
Huka u nepeHecna Bcé BHUMaHHEe Ha NeKuHeca. — JlaHr...

[l€cuk e1i€ pa3 HErPOMKO TABKHY/ U TNOCTABWI NepeaHHe
JIaIibl Ha KOJICHH JE€BYLIKH, KOIJa OHA CEJa, CKPECTUB HOTH U
NpoTsHYB pyxku K HeMy. [lotom JImHoa cxBaTwia ero H
NMpUNOAHsIA TaK, KaK HMK yXe Bumen paHbllle, YTOOBI €ro
TEMHbIE HABBIKATE IJIa3a OKA3aJIMCh Ha OAHOM YPOBHE C €&
3paykaMH. — JlaHr, Tl MOXelllb YHTaThb MOM MEICJIH?

Huk cneaun 3a HuMM. Ceph€3HO JIM OHa 3ajaja 3TOT
BOIpOC, WIH MPOCTO HacMeXaeTcsl Hall HUM?

JIuHaa MoT4a HCIBITBHIBAIOLIE CMOTpENA B IV1a3a NMEKHUHECA.
Ilécuk MOTHYn ro/loBoM, BBICYHYN f3LIMOK M JIM3HYN €€
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noaGoponox. JleBylIKa NPHITYIIEHHO BCKPUKHY/Ia H KPEIKO
npiokajia ero K cebe, Tak YTo MECHK NPOTECTYIOLIE TABKHYIL

— Thl... THI nipaB. JIaHT MOHMMaeT.

— C yero ThI 370 B31a? — TpeboBaTenbHo cripocw1 Huk.
K HeMy cHoOBa BEpHY/JIHCh €r0 JOBOAB NPOTHB IOAOOHOM
yBepeHHOCTH. OH Xe He XOTeN NOATBepXIeHHS, BAPYT 0CO3-
HaJl I0HOLIA, OH XOTeJ ONpOBEPXEHHA.

— 4 3Hal0, — TOJNBKO U OTBeTWIA AeBylIKa. — Huk... MbI
JOJDKHBI YOMpaThCsl OTCIOAA... JOMOM!

OHa Kaszajach Takoif HamyraHHoil, 4yro HuK eumE pa3s
B3aporHyn. CJIOBHO B TOT OOJTHii MHT, KOrJa OHa CMOTpeJa
B Ma3a JlaHra, oHa y3Hajla YTO-TO TaKO€, OT Yero MOolIaTHYJI-
csl BeCb €€ BHYTPEHHHIT MMP.

— Mhil He MoXeM YHTH NpAMO ceifyac, — HanoMHWI Huk.
— Tol, KaK ¥ A, 3Haeulb, YTO TBOPUTCSA CHAPYXH.

— OHH... — rojioc JIMHABI npeBpaTWICA B WIENOT. — OHHU
He cMoryT... HHK... OHH He CMOTIyT J0JIr0 CKpPBIBAaTLCS 31ECh.
Ennbl coBceM He OCTaIoCh. A 3TOT IU1aH MyTelIeCTBHA IO peKe
Ha IUVIOTY... — TOH JIMHABI SICHO BbipaXaj €€ OTKPOBEHHOE
MHEHHE O NoobHoI1 aBaHTIOpe. — HHK, YTO OB MM KTO OBI
HH IpeciiefoBall BCeX 3THX OpoIsar, KOTOphIX MBI BUAENIH, HO
3TOro JOJDKeH OosTbecss Kaxawlii. 1 ecnmu MBI ocTaHeMcs
3necsk... Her, Huk, Mbl He MoxeMm!

OHa npou3sHecia ero coocrBeHHble MbICIH. Ho npuMer u
OHa M APYTOe€ €ro IpeIOXEHHE... OTHOCHTENbHO ropoaa?

— Huk, ecnu MBI BepHEMCS Hasall... IpAMO TyAa, e Bcé
3TO C HaMM CITy4WIOCh, KaK Thbl DyMaelllb, HE CMOXEM JIM MbI
BEPHYTBCA B Halll cCOGCTBEHHBI# MHP?

OH OTpHUATENbHO NMOKayas IoJIOBOIi.

— Hcropun 06 HCYe3HOBEHMSX B HallleM MHpE BeAyTCS C
JaBHMX BpeMEH, OJHAKO HET HHMKAKMX YIIOMMHaHMH Ipo
BO3BpallleHMs Hazan. M A ybOexn€H, 4YTo 3TO OTHIONb He
MOTOMY, YTO HMKTO He MBLITAICA cIenaTh 3TO.

JleByllIKa TaK HAaKJIOHHIACh BIIEpEN, YTO KOCHYJACh LIEKOH
MATKOIo Mexa INekuHeca. Bojochl €€ mo-npexHeMy OnuH
noABs3aHbl KPaCHOM TechMOif, HO OJHa BbIOMBLIAsICA NpsAAb
ynaja Ha ria3a, KaK KOpOTKasl ByaJb.
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— Huk, MHe erpainvo! Hukoraa B XHM3HM MHe He 6nUIO
TaK CTPaLIHO.

— MhHe kaxercsi, HaM BceM cTpailiHo. 1 MHe Toxe, —
npusHaics oH. — Ho HyxHo aepxatbes. A aymalo, 4To 3decsd
HeJb3sl HU B KOEM cCilydae TepsATb Had coOOH KOHTpPOIb —
HMHade Thl TOYHO Mpomnal.

— [Ha, BoT 3Toro-to s Oosblle Bcero M 6oloch ceifyac,
Huxk. Ouu — JIxwuH... Muccuc Knamnn, Jlenn JuaHa — oHH
BpoJie Obl yXe CBHIKIMCH C 3TOH OOCTAaHOBKO# H He obpalua-
10T Ha He€ BHHMaHMe. Muccuc Kinann — crapas XeHIIHHa,
M OHa JyMaeT, YTO 3TO KaK Obl NpoBepKa €€ Bephl B TO, YTO
€CJIM coBepliaelilb JOOpbIe MOCTYIIKH, TO 3TO TeOe MoMoraer.
Ona rosopwia MHe 31o. M Jlemn [IuaHa, oHa BCIO CBOIO
XHU3Hb 3a 4YTO-TO Goposack... Muccuc Kiann pacckasniBana
MHE Takxe H npo He€. OHa MHOTO 4Yero Xopoulero caesiaja
ana ceoeit gepeBHU. OHa M3 TO MOPOABI MOACH, KOTOpbIe
3aCTaBIAIOT APYTHX AejaTh TO, 4YTo MM HyxHo. He Mmory
NpeAcTaBUTh €€ dero-to Oodumylocd. W JIXuH... 3Haellb,
Huxk, ona Bmo6neHa B bappu. [Ioka oHa psiioM ¢ HUM, ¢ Heit
BCE B MOpANKE, OCTATIbHOE €€ COBEpIIEHHO He BoiHyeT. Eif
TOJILKO JOCTaBIsAeT 60Jib daxT, YTO OH Bc€ eliE moour Pury...

Ho 3710 coBceM He TOT cTpax, YyTo McnbiThiBaio . U, Huk,
A TaK 60I0Ch, YTO CJIOMAIOCh Y HUX Ha IJIa3aX, U Bce OHH OyayT
npe3npaTh MEHsl, — TOJIOBKA JEBYLUKM TNOHMKJIA, ¥ BbLIOHMB-
Iascs Mpsidb BOJOC NOYTH MOJHOCTBIO 3aKphUla €€ JIMLO.

— Huxro u3 Hux He 6ymet nmpe3upaTh Te6a! — Huk n3o
BCEX CHJI MbITajlC] NoaodpaTh HyXHbIe cjioBa. — Thl ownba-
ewscd, JIunoa. Ecau GBI ThI M021a YHUTATh MBICIH, S T'OTOB
TNOKJISICTBCS, YTO Y KaXIOIo M3 HHUX €CTh CBOM Ipelesl caMo-
obynanaHusa. MoxeT, OHM ellI€ He JOCTUIJIH €ro — HO OH €CTb.
To1 yrO0, HaMexaellb, YTO HaM CJEAYET OTNPAaBHTLCA OTHUM?
Ho HaM syyinie ocTaBaThes 31eCh, IO KpaiiHel Mepe B AaHHOE
BpeMs.

— U MHe TaK KaxeTcsd, — XMYpPO corlacuiacs oHa. — Ho
MHe OBl XoTen0ch... HeT, 1 HE MOXy no3BoJMTh ceOe HaaeATh-
ca! MHe HyXHO CMHPHUTBCS CO Bcel 3Toit o6ctaHoBKoi. Ho,
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Huxk, Mbl Beap He MOXEM OCTaBaThCA 34c¢Ch M rojaogath. Yto
Xe HaM Jenats? '

H TyT, He ycneB NPUKYCHUTb A3blK, OH OTBETHI:

— EcTp Beas ropon...

— Topon? Yto THI MMeellb B BHUAY?

— B ropome mo-HacTosuieMy ©Ge3omnacHo... Mo KpajtHei
Mepe, OH 3alMLIEH OT JIETAIOLIMX TapejoK. Mbl 3TO camu
BHIOENMH, — U HHUK pelinn U3noXxuTh ellé TOJNBKO CKJIablBa-
IOLIMICA B ToJIoBe IUJIaH U NMOCMOTPETh Ha e€ peakuHio. —
YTO, ecny Mbl POHUKHEM B rOpoOL...

— O, 310 npoue-npoctoro. HyXHo TONBKO 3aKITIOYHTH
caenky ¢ I'eponpaom, Kak ato caenana Pura. Ho Beas, Hux,
OHH TaK TroBOpSAT 06 3TOM... CJJOBHO 3TO NMPHUBELET K YEMY-TO
yXKaCHOMY.

— S wMmen B BUOy He caenky, JIunga. Yro, ecnm Mbl
cMoXeM npoiiTH BMecTe ¢ I'eposbaoM, HO Kak-To MO-ApYToO-
My? Wnu y3HATh OT HEro caMoro, Kak 3TO caejlaTh, — IUIaH
Huka no-npexHeMy octaBajicsl He GoJiee, YeM IMPOCTO Mpea-
MOJOXEeHHEM, OMHAKO MBICIIH €ro MOCTOSTHHO BO3BpalllajiiCh
K HEeMy.

— He nymalo, yto TeGe 310 ymactcs, — JIuHAa 3asBUIa
3TO CTOJIb KATErOPpHYHO, YTO HUK MIrHOBEHHO yTpaTWI BCA-
Kyl0 Hagexny. A 3aTeM TaK Xe ObICTPO NpeHCIONHWICH
PELIMMOCTBIO XOTA1 Obl Monpo6oBaTh. ONHAKO OH He JocTa-
BWI €i YIOBOJBCTBUS BbICKa3aTh CBOii NMPOTECT, a NPOCTO
MpUHSUICA 3a eny.

— Tak TbI Bc€ xe cobupaelibest ONbITATLCS NPEANPHHATD
YTO-HHUOYOb Bpole 3TOro? — Ka3ajloch, €ro MOJYaHHE BBIBO-
IWIO AeBYLIKY U3 cebd.

Huk noxan ruieyamu.

— Pa3pe a yro-uubyap Mory? B HacTosiuiee BpeMs He
BIDKY HUKAKOH BO3MOXHOCTH.

— KoHeyHo, Her! Jla M HHKOraa He OBUIO HMKaKcCii
BO3MOXHOCTH! — OpOoCHMB eMy B JIMLIO 3THM CJIOBa, AEBYLIKA
BCTaJla U npowa K Muccuc Kinann, koTopast BbILIMMbIBAIA
nepbA U3 BKiana JIxepeMH B MX 3anmachl NPOAOBOJILCTBHSA,

224



Hux moen xapkoe, BbIMBUI MHMCKY B pYyuciiKe, KOTOPBIH
BbIXOAHT M3 CTEHbl B OJHOH M3 HeOOJbLIMX HHLI, a MOTOM
CTpyHJcs no Xenobky B mnosy. OH OocTaBWI TaM MHCKY, He
BO3BPalIasiChb K LIGHTPY TNeluepbl a MOTOM MNpPOTHCHY/ICS B
y3KYy10 lle]1b, KOTOPYIO €My B CBOE BpeMs mnoka3an Kpokkep,
HACTO.1bKO Y3Kylo 4to CTpayn B He€ TOYHO 6Bl He BIE3. JTa
uicb Besa B el€ OQHY Mellepy M Aajiee B MPOXOA, B KOHLE
KOTOPOTO OTKPBIBAIOCH OYEHb Y3KOE OKOLIKO BO BHELIHMI
MHD.

Ceityac Huk xoten no6eITh B OXMHOYECTBE, YTOOB MMETD
BO3MOXHOCTb CINIOKOHHO o6ayMaTh cBoHW mnaHbl [lepex HuUM
cTosUla TpynHas 3anaya. Bo3MoxHoO gaxe, €€ HEBO3MOXHO
pewrnTb. Ho oH Ao/pkeH OBl XOTS 6Bl MONBITATHCH

Huxk B306pascs K rasmeBuicit B MHp uleau okowka. Ho
KOTZIa OH CXBAaTWICH PYKO#i 3a €€ Kpaii, 3¢ M/Is1 ¥ KAMEHDb YyTh
nojaiuch noa ero BecoM. HUK BKMIOYWI BHCEBLIMI HA nosce
¢oHapUK, U B €ro IpKOM CBeTe YBHIEJ, YTO KOraa-ro 3Ta
1lesb ObUla HAMHOTO GoJibllie, a Terepb 3aBajicHa KaMHSIMHU,
ONHAaKO He OYeHb IUIOTHO, U NpPH HebOMbLIOM cTapaHUH
KaMHH MOXHO ObUIO BBITAlLUHWTh.

Yro HuMK w npuHsIcA OenaTb, MoJoXHB (GoOHapHK Ha
BLICTYTI cTeHbl. CriefoBajio TOJBKO cJierka pacuiaTaTth 3Ty
nperpany. OH BbINOJ3eT HApPYXy, YTOObl MPOBEPHTDL 3aCJIOH,
a [IOTOM CHOBa BBLICTPOUT 3aLLUUTHYIO CTEHY HO 6oJiee HanEX-
HY1O.

Huk none3 Bnepén, oTnMXuBasgs KaMHH M W3BMBasch. Ha-
KOHell OH BbIOpasiicsi Hapyxy WM Tonbko Tenepb, Koraa oH
OOCTUT CBOEH LieH, KOTOpash MOJHOCTHIO MOIJIOTHIA BCE €0
MBICJ/IM, IOHOLIIa BCTIOMHMJI 4TO Hano 6bl M ornsaaetsesi. Cuns
Ha YeTBepeHbKaX, ONMYCTUB PYKH K 3emJie OH Opocu1 B3MIsAR
BHHU3 Ha CKJIOH.

O6nako 3aKkpbiBalo IPKO CHUsSBLIEE COJIHLIE OAHAKO OHO
He CMOIJIO 3aTEMHHTDb LIBETHOE MATHO Ha 3emie MenneHHo
npunoaHuMasch Ha Horn HUK yBumen u4ro ero, ckopee
BCEro, onacHoe XeJaHHe UCMOJMHHWIOCh  Meped HHUM CTos
leponsba.
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I'naea decamasn

Hux xoren 6pocursca obpaTHO B melmepy, OXHaKo GnUTo
yXe caMukoM nosaHo. OH noHs1, yro ['epoiba 3aMeTH ero.
A 10HOlIIE BOBCE HE XOTEJIOCh OTKPHIBATh TOMY Jia3 B Iellepy.
MosToMy HUK U ABHHYNCA Brnepél HaBCTpedy HE3HAKOMILY.

Hackonpko OH MOr CyOMTh, 3TO OBUI TOT Xe caMbIi
I'eponba, XOTOPOro OH BHAEI CKAYYLIUM IO BO3AyXYy B CTOPO-
Hy ropoja. 3ToT 4eJioBeK (€C)IM TONbKO OH AEHCTBUTEC/ILHO
4yenopek) 6s11 ogHoro ¢ HukoM pocra, xoTs Teno — cTpoil-
Hee, 9eM Y I0HOLM. Ero 3en€Hrle 6pmmxu U pyGallika Ka3aImch
TYCKJIBIMH T10 CPaBHEHMIO CO CBEPKAIOLIMM SPKMMH LIBETAMH
XECTKMM IUIALIOM, YKpAalleHHBIM BBILIMBKOM.

ITnam 6bU1 pasnenéH Ha YeThIpe KBaIpaTa, MPHYEM Kax-
Oblii M3 HHMX TOKpPHIBAJI HMCKYCHO BBILOIMTHIA opHaMeHT. C
060OHNX IUTeY CBHCAJIM KOPOTKHE IIeJIEpHHBI, NOBTOPABIIME B
MHHHATIOpE TOT X€ caMslif y3op. Ero yeThIipéxyroapHas LUIsd-
na, TNPHUKpPLIBaBIlIad BOJIOCHI, TaK IUIOTHO NpuWieraBlive K
KOXe€, YTO Ka3aJMCh HapMCOBaHHBLIMM, MMeJa 30JI0TOi 060-
JIOK, TIOXOXHII Ha MaJICHBKYIO AHAAECMYy.

Ero nuiio HUYero He BbIpaXano, 6bUI0 abcomorHO Gec-
CTpacCTHBIM, 2 KOXa — O9€Hb 6eNoii, OT Yero ycul HaJjo pToM
KAa3aJIICh HapHMCOBaAHHBIMHU YepHIwIamMu. CHavana oH He ABH-
rancsa, Ho koraa HuK caenan Tpu-4eThipe luara, OH IOLIEN
HaBCTpe4Yy CBOEMH JIETKOM CKOJIb3silleH IOXOAKOM.

OHHM OCTAaHOBWINCH APYT HaNpOTHB ApPYTa, KOIda paccTos-
HHE MeXOy HUMM COKpaTWIOCh JO AJIMHBEI pykH. B Bc€ 31O
BpeMs ['eponnj coxpaHsi1 MOT9aHHE H CMIOKOIHOe, GeccTpac-
THoe BhipaxeHue Ha nuue. Korma Xe oH 3arosopmwi, 3TO
TIPOM3BeJIO TIOTpscalollee BIleYaT/IeHHE, CJIOBHO pacKpalleH-
Has KyKja obpena BApYT Jap pe4H.

— S — AsanoH.

IToroM o 3amonk, 1 HUK noHsI, YTO TENeph €ro ouepeab
NpeaCcTaBHTLCS.

— Mens 308yT Hukonac Illoy, — oH Ha3BaJICs NOJHBIM
MMEHEM, YYBCTBYs, 9TO TOro Tpe6yIOT 06CTOATE/BLCTERA.

I'eponsn cnerka HaKJIOHWI IoOJIOBY.

— Ho6po noxanosats, Hukonac oy, B ctpaHy ABanoHa,
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Tapsi, bpocennanasl 1 KapHaka, ecim Ha To Oymer TBosA
BOJIS.

Hrak, BOT OHO — eMy npeanaraiot caeiaky. Huk nmxopa-
IHO4YHO coobpaxan... OH HOJXEH TAHYTbh KaHHUTElb H
NOMNBITaTbCA Y3HATh BCE, YTO CMOXET, He JaBasd HEMEMJIEHHO
KaTeropuyeckoro otkasa. Ho npuTBopsATbCS MomoGHBIM 00-
pa3oM mnepea 3TUM He3dHakoMmueM, HUK ObL1 yOeXIEéH B TOM,
OyneT oYeHb TPYAHLIM OEJIOM.

— Ora 3eMls He OOJBHO-TO INPHUBETIHBO BCTpEYaeT
NpHILEALNX B HE€, — OH MBITWICA MoxobpaTh TaKue C/OBa,
C MOMOLIBIO KOTOPbIX NOJYYHI Obl HY:KHbIE 1151 Ce0sl OTBETHI.
— 51 BcTpeTHN 3heCh OMACHOCTH, HEBEOMbIE B MOEM MHpeE,
— M yXe ropops 3TH ciioBa, HUK caM yaMBiIsLICa TOMY, YTO
CJIETAJIO C €ro ry6, — CJIOBHO OH FOBOPWJ Ha MHOCTPaAaHHOM
sI3bIKe, OHAKO 3TO GbUIH CJIOBA €ro POJHOIO A3bIKa, MPOCTO
OOBIMHO OH TaK HE pa3roBapHBall.

— 3710 3emnd rocreil. Te, KTO MPHHHUMAIOT 3Ty 3eMIIIO,
Y3HAIOT, YTO U OHa MPHUHHUMaeT UX, M TOrAa IJIs HMX 3lech
OoJibllle HET TeX OMacHOCTeil, KOTopbie Thl BCTpeyall.

— UM xakum xe o6pa3oM 3TO NPOMCXOAHUT?

Pyka ABajloHa cKOJb3HYJ/a 3a Ma3yXy, a 3aTeM B €ro pyke
0oKa3ajach MaJleHbKas WIKATYJIKAa, KOTOPYIO OH LUETYKOM OT-
KpbUL. DTa LIKATY/JKa ObL1a KpYT/IOii, a BHYTPH He€ — OIQHO
JHUUb 30JI0TOE SI0JIOKO — TMOYTH BCE 30JI0TOE, M JIHLIbL C
ogHoro Goka cierka posoBaToe. TO JIM OT Hero, TO JiM OT
LIKATYJIKM MCXOAWI Ype3BbIYaiiHO COOGJa3HHUTENbHBIM 3anax,
He XyXe Buaa s610Ka.

— Cpewp ero, u6o oHo ot ABasioHa. 1 Torma ABanoH
BOMAET B TeOSA, U Thl CTaHEllb YaCThIO €r0, paBHO KaK M OH
cTaHeT TBoeit yacTbio. M cTaB Takum ob6pa3oM ABaJIOHOM, Thl
CMOXeUIb MPHHATb BCE, YTO OH NMPENJIOXHT Tebe.

— MHe rosopwin, — octopoxHo Hayan Huk, co cnaboii
HaleXOoi, 4YTo eMy, MOXeT OBITb, YAAcCTCS XOTb YTO-TO
BLITAHYTh M3 I'eposipia, — 4TO TOT, KTO COBEpLIAET 3TO H
CTaHOBHUTCS ABQJIOHOM, PAcCTAETCS CO CBOMM NpPOLWILIM M
nepecTaér 6bITh TEM, K€M ObUI paHBLIE...

Bripaxenue Ha auue leponbaa He U3MEHWIOCH.
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— Yenosek aenacT Bbi6Op, a BCAKHI BbIOOp ciierka MeHs-
eT ero. TakoBa XH3Hb, M 3TOro He Hu306exatb. Ecau TbI
CTpalIMIIbCA TOTO, YTO ABAJIOH NpEeMJIOXUT Tebe, Toraa Thbl
nenaelib OAUMH BhIGOp M Oymeuib ciexoBaTb eMy. Ectb u
Takue, KTO He NPUHHUMAIOT 3TOTO MpeasioXeHHA U He CTaHO-
BSITCH 4acThIO 3TOM 3eMJIM, U 3eMJIS 3Ta OTTOpPraeT MX, U HET
MM TOIJa HM TMOKOSI, HU CYACThA.

— Tak, 3HayuT, B ABaJloOHE HMX XIET Mokoii? — Huxk
MOMNLITAJICS U300pa3uTh HeAOBEPHUE B roioce. — Ho mo Tomy,
YTO s1 BMIEN 3[eCh, 3TOr0 He cKaxelllb. Sl BUOea, KaK OOHH
JIIONW OXOTHIHMCh Ha APYTHX, 1 BHOEJ CTPAaHHUKOB, KOTOpBIE
HU OOMH M3 YTOJIKOB 3TOr0 MMpa He MOIYT Ha3BaTb CBOMM
JIOMOM.

— OHHU no cBoell BojJe OTBepIIM ABaJIOH, NMO3TOMY M
ABasioH oTtBepr ux. [lo3ToMy y HMX HET HHM KOpHEH, HHU
npubexuina. U 61M3nTCa NeHb, KOoraa OHHM y3HAIOT, YTo 6e3
KOpHei U Npubexuilia OHU NMOTUGHYT.

— Te, xTo npuHaanexaT ABaJIOHY, BBICTYTISIT MPOTUB HUX?
— TpeboBaTenbHo cnpocun Huk. Uto 3To: yrposa unu npen-
ynpexneHue?

— B 3TOM Her HeoOXOOUMOCTH. ABaJIOH — He Bpar
MIoOAM. D10 MecTo nokos U 6esonacHoctH. Ho K TeM, KTo
oc¢TtaéTtcs BHe ero, npuxoaut Tvma u 3no. Takoe yxe ciayya-
JIoCh Tpexie, Koraa 3/10 HaaBUIajloch Ha 3Ty 3emunio. U T1aM,
rone OHO BcTpeyasioch ¢ ABasloHoM U Tapoii, bpocennannoii
u KapHakoM, OHO GWIOChH O CTEHBI, HE B CWJIaX 3aTOIIHTDb HUX.
Ho Tex, KTo HaxoauTcs 32 3TUMM CTEHaMM, XIYT HEUCYHCIIH -
MbI€ OMACHOCTH. 3J10 TO NpUOLIBAET, TO yOLIBAET, U ceifyac —
BpeMsl NPUJIHBA.

— UM uMmeHHO 3T0 3710 NMPUHOCUT TaKHUX, Kak f1, B ABajloH?

— Ha Takue Bompochl, He3HaKOMell, He MHE OTBEYaTh.
[IpuMu ABanoH, M Thl Y3Haellb.

— 51 He MOry NPHUHATL pellleHHe ceifyac Xe... — YKIOHWI-
cs oT npsiMmoro orBeta Huk.

U cHoBa I'eponba HaKIOHWI roJOBY.

— A nmonuMal 3To, M6O OOM TBOEH pachkl He yMelOT
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KOHTPOJUPOBaTh CBOM MBICIH. BaM TpyaHO NMpHUHMMATh YET-
KHe pelieHUs. MsI elié yBuaumcs.

OH 3aKpbLl LUIKATY/AKy, CHOBa 3acCyHy/l €€ Moa Iuviaul H,
MOBEPHYBLIUCH CIIHHON K HHKY, cCKONb3HYN Npoyb OT IOHO-
LM C TaKOHM CKOPOCTBIO, YTO ecau 6n1 Huk He mobexan, 1o
cpa3y 6bl 6e3HaNEXHO OTCTal. AMEpHUKAHELl el MOC/IeN0-
BaTh 3a HUM, NO KpaliHeit Mepe XOTb HeMHoro. ['eponba He
BEPXOM Ha KOHe, Mo3ToMy 6e3 comHeHus Hwuky ymacrtcs
NMpOCJEAUTb 33 HHUM...

C oaHoI¥i TOJILKO 3TOM MBICIBIO B roloBe Huk npo6upancs
CKBO3b 3apOCJIH KYCTapHHKa, NbITagCh He MOTEPATh U3 BUAY
cBepkKapollee NATHO Iuiala. ONHOBpEMEHHO OH OOmyMbIBal
Bc€ To, 4yro coobwmn ApanoH. [lo Bceit BHOAMMOCTH, TOT
Ha3BaJ ceGs1 UMEHEM 3TOH 3eMJIH, CJIOBHO OH — e€ odHLU-
aNbHBIA TIpeNCcTaBUTENb, MOJHOCTBIO OTOXIECTBIAS cebs C
Heil. U yrpoxas M OH WIH MPOCTO yTBEpXKAa, YTO KaKasi-To
OrpoMHasi OMAaCHOCTb XIOET TeX, KTO HE HaXOAUTCAd Iox
sawnToit Hapoma ¢ Xonmos?

MaccoBasi Murpaumsi 6poasr oT4acTH MOATBepXAaila €ro
ciosa. Heyna4ynrle HanaaeHHs N€TalOIMX TapesoK, CBUAETE-
JeM KoTopbix Obl1 camM Huk, ewé Gonblie NMoa4Y€pKHUBAIH
6e30MacHOCTb, KOTOPYIO NMpeaocTapisl ['eponba U ero ropon.
C npyroii CTOpOHBI — HECKpBIBaeMbIH yXXac aHIIMYaH Iepen
3THUM TIpeJIOXKEeHHEM, XOTS NMPUYHUHBI 3Toro Huk Bcé ewre
HHUKAK He MOT TNOHSATD.

Bcé aTo...

Huk 3amep. CBepKawlliee NMATHO BIEpeaU TAKKE OCTAHO-
Buiaocb. Huk HeipHyn B Kyctol. Hasctpeuy [eponbay us
nogo0OHOro Xe YKpbITHS BbIOMpaJCSl KaKOH-TO 4eloBeK, BhI-
COKO JepXa B pyKe LIECT, yBEeHYaHHBIH Ha KOHLIE KPECTOM M3
NMOTYCKHEBLIEro MeTasia.

— JleMoH! — BBIKpMKHY/A 3Ta ¢Urypa, BbIMCKMBas, Kyda
OBl ymapHTh 1IECTOM — KaK OJyOMHKOI — ro ronose I'eponb-
na. Ho Asasona 6onpuie TaM He OBUIO — OH CTOSUT B
HECKOJIbKHMX 1arax B cropoHe. M cHOBa a3ToT AuKaph, oneThlii
B pa3opBaHHOE, IpS3HOE€ KOPMYHEBOE IUIaThe, C CEAbIMH
CNyTaHHBIMH BOJIOCAMM M TaKoM Xe cenoil 60poaoi, momsi-
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Tanca HanacTh. Ha aToT pa3 'eponba npocto Hcye3 U3 Buay.

— Crosarp!

Huk noyyBcTBOBaN no3aau ce6s1 OTBPaTHTEILHYIO BOHb, H
B MOATBEPXAECHHUE 3TOIO NMPUKA3a YTO-TO OCTPOE KOJIbHYJO B
CIHMHY. A 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYHA TOT Xe€ caMblii rosoc
DIyX0o NMPOKpHYal YTo-TO, yero HuUK He cMmor pa3o6parTs.

He orkasaBuuiics ewi€ oT MeuThl cpa3utbes ¢ ['eponbaoM,
celOBJIachblii B SIPOCTH, BbI3BAHHOI 3aMelIaTE/IbCTBOM, Me-
TICsA BOKPYT TOTO MeCTa, rie Hcye3 ABAIOH, ThIKas LIECTOM
C KpPeCTOM B KYCTbl H BLIKPUKMBasi BbICOKMM FOJIOCOM CJIOBA,
kotopsix HUK He Mor nepeBecTH.

Ilocne BTOpOro okpuka M3-3a cnvHbl HHkKa OH HakoHeu
nepecTal COKpPYLIaTh KYCThl H ObICTPO, XOTS M NpHXpaMbIBasd,
HanpaBWJICSI K aMEepHKaHLYy.

Korza oH octaHoBwiIcs, onépiuuck o wect, HuUk yBuaen,
YTO OJET OH ObUI B MOHAUIECKYIO pPsICY. A B IVla3aX yTrpIoMOro
auua opoasru ropen ¢dpaHaTHYHBIN OTOHb.

— Bcrarts!

CHoBa 607b B cniiHe. HUK moaHssics, pa3rHeBaHHBIH KakK
Ha 3TOro 4YejloBeKa Mo3aiu, TaK U Ha caMoro cebs 3a To, 4TO
ObUT TaK cJIeN U TaK JIETKO TNMO3BOJNI cebst TUIEHHUTb.

Monax nogowén copceM 6iu3ko K Huky. OT 310BOHHOTO
ObIXaHMs, YXXACHOTO 3amaxa Tejla M 3aHOLIEHHOM OdeXIbl
MOHaxa aMepuKaHua 3amyTwio. lopsuivde rnaza obexanu
Huka c Hor oo royiossl.

— HemoHn!

Monax noaHsan kpect, u Huky mnokasanoces, 4to BOT
ceiiyac OH YyAapuT ero mno rojoBe. OH GBLICTPO HarHylicd M
MoNMy4YW1 YAap B BHCOK, KOTOpbIHi GPOCWI €ro Ha KOJIEHH, B
yliax 3a3BEHEJIO, a roJioBa 3aKpyXHIachk.

MoHax U BTOpPO#, CTOSI HAa HUM, O Y€M-TO MOCOBELATIHCH.
IToToM ero cxsaTwiM rpyOble pyKy M NOTSAHYIH 3a BOJIOCHI,
TaK YTO OH He MOT LUeBeNbHYTh rosioBoii. 1 cHoBa Ham HMM
HaBHC KPECT, ONHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 OH, OMYyCTHMBLUHCH, BCETO
Jvub 60IE3HEHHO BXalics B KOXY Ha J6y. JloBolbHO nonroe
BpeMsl MOHaXxX [iepXan KpecT TaK, a 3aTeM PbIBKOM OTAEPHYN
M HakioHuicsa K Huky, yto6el H3y4yuTh pe3ynbTaT KOHTAKTa.
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HenoBoibHO YTO-TO NPOBOPYaB, OH OTAAJ BTOPOMY Ka-
KOii-To npuka3. Huka nocraBwi Ha HOTHM, PYKM 3aJIOMWIH
Ha3ajd M CBf3aJIM BEpEBKOWH, OOJILHO BIMBLUCHCSA B KOXY.
JIivip nocne 3TOrO YeNoBeK, B3ABLIKM B IieH Huka, obowen
ero ¥ BCTaJl nepel MOHaXOM.

HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO CJIOXEHHEM Opoasiara CWILHO Haro-
MmuHan Crpayna, BO BCEM OCTILHOM OH 3aMETHO OTJIHYascs
OT YTNIOJTHOMOYEHHOTO IpaXXAaHCKoi 000poHbl. BoJbliy1o YacTb
JIMLA ero NMOKphbiBaJia rpsi3Hasl cnyTaHHas 6opoja, nogHUMaB-
Lasicsl Ha CKyJlax IOYTH OO caMbIX OpOBei, TAKMX Xe€ IyCThbIX
M KocMaThIX. Ha rojsioBe Koco cuien npopxKaBeBLIHiA MeTall-
JIMYECKMH UUIeM, BeChb BO BMATHHAX, MMEBLUMH BBICTYTI,
NpUKPLIBaBLIMI HOC. Jla M OCTa/IbHAsA €ro oAexnaa Toxe Obuia
MOHOLLIeHHasl, a pXaBas KOJIbYyTa NOBEpX KOXAaHOH pybaxu
ObUIa TaKO# CTapoM M IpsI3HOM, YTO Ka3ajach NMOYTH YEPHOM.
Ero xpHBOBaTbie HOI'M TECHO OOJeraid ObIpsABbIC LUTAaHbI, a
GaluMaky ew€ YyThb-4yThb — W pasBaJISITCS.

OagHako oH 6bL1 Boopyx€éH. Ha mosice Bucen Meu, a ¢
ApPYTOH CTOPOHbI — KWUHXaJl C JUIHHHbIM KIMHKOM IOYTH B
anuHy pyku Huka. Yepes redo ObUl NMepeKHHYT apOasier.
Congar AoCTall KMHXal W C BOXIEJEHHEM IOCMOTpEN Ha
Huka, HauenuBasi OCTPHE B ropjio aMepUKaHLa.

MoHax nokayasl roJIoBOii, pe3KO M OTPLIBHCTO, YTO OTJIH-
4aJlo BCe €ro ABHXKEHHS, H KOPOTKO BBIKPUKHYJ KaKOH-TO
npuka3. BTopoit yXMBUILHYNCS, B OTBPaTUTEJbHOM lIETHHE
MEJILKHYJIM OCTaTKM CJIOMaHHBIX 3yboB. CxBatuB Huka 3a
IUIe40, OH TOJIKHYJI €ro BCJIe[ 32 MOHaXOM, KOTOPbIH 3aKOBbI-
Jisin BriepEd, NMPUNOAHAB CBOM LIECT C KPECTOM, CJIOBHO 3TO
6bLTM OHOBPEMEHHO M 3HaMs, U OpYyXHe.

Bbruto oueBHaHO, yTro HMK monan B pykH Kakoro-To oTpsi-
na opoadr. lOHowma, NoTpsAcCEHHBIH COGCTBEHHOMN NIYTIOCTBIO,
4TO Aan cebd TakK Jerko noiiMaTh, HUKaK He MOT cobpaThbes ¢
MbIc/sIMH. U ¢ Kaxnoit MHHYTO# OH BCE Gosblie M Gonbilie
COMHEBAJICA, YTO K 3TMM JIIOOIM MOXHO XOTb KaK-TO BO3-
3BaTh KaK K TOBapHlIaM No HecyacTblo. Cosaar, eciim TolabKo
3To ObU1 conmaT, NMPAMO-TAaKH CO 3BEPHMHOH XECTOKOCTbIO
6onesHeHHbIMH THIYKAMHU noaroHssn Hwuka; HMKTO HHKoOraa
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ellé Tak He obpaluasics ¢ aMepukaHueM. MoHax 6pU1 HUYYTh
He Jyylie.

Ha oTkphITOM NpOCTpaHCTBE BOMH3H HEOOIbIIOIO pydbs
OHHM BCTPETWINCh C OCTaJIbHBIMM WieHaMHu oTpsaa. Cpeau
HUX 6bUTM el€ TPH cojlgaTa, KAK OAMH ITOXOXHE Ha Toro,
KOTODBI B3I B IuleH HHKa, CIOBHO Bce OHH — pOIHBIE
6patnsa. Ho Bckope cTasio SICHO, YTO IVIaBEHCTBYIOT HE OHH, a
MOHax M ellué ofHa ocoba, cuaeBllIas CTIMHOI K BalyHy. OHa
3y6aMHM pBajla KyCOK IMOJYTIPOXapeHHOIo Msca, a psloM,
cOOKY oT KocTpa, ObUIM NMPHUIOTORJICHBI K TYLIEHHIO H ApyrHe
KYCKH, HaCaXeHHble Ha KOJIBILIKY.

Kup 6necten y Heé Ha moadopoiKe, Kanasi Ha OTAeNaH-
HBIH KpyXeBoM JH@ e€ ruiaThsi, NO6aB/IASCh K 3aCTHIBLIMUM
cienaM TMpeAblAylIIHX noaobHbex Tpane3. Koxa y Heé crana
Cepoil OT CJI0s MbUIM, NMpSOU BOJIOC HeGpeXHO BbIOMBAIHCH
M3 pacTpENMaHHbIX Koc. OQHAaKO CKBO3b IPSA3b Y HEE BCE-TaKM
TIpOIJISIABIBAIM TaKHMe YEepThl JIMLA, YTO €CJIH €ro BBIMBITh H
HAaHCCTH KOCMETHUKY, TO OHa Morja Obl CYMTaTbCsi KpacaBM-
ueit naxe B Mupe Huka. Ha e€ 3acaneHHoOM 1uiaThe eue
MOXHO ObUIO YBHAETD TO, YTO HEKOIrAA ObLUTIO TOHKOM BBILIMB-
KO, a mosic M KoJblla Ha KaXIOoM M3 €€ MNajibleB CHIH
JIparoueHHbBIMH KaMHAMH. Ha ronose xe kpacoBasiachk 30J10-
Tas QuageMa Cc TYCKJIBIM roiy6biM caMouBeToM cniepeau. OHa
Ka3ajlach KAaKOH-TO INMpHHLeECCOM, couleqiied ¢ KApTUHKU U3
CKa3KH, NpaBJa, ONMyCTHBLUEHCS 10 caMOIo MOC/eIHEro npe-
naena.

YBunes Huka, oHa oTOpociia B CTOpOHY KOCTb. BhImps-
MHB CIIMHY, XCHUIWHA BJIAaCTHBIM XeCTOM YyKa3ajia Ha Hero u
MpOM3HECIa KaKyl0-TO KOMaHIy, OIHAKO OH He IOHsUT €€,
XOTS OTHEbHbIE C/I0Ba U NMOKAa3aJlUCh €My 3HaKOMbIMH. Kor-
na HUK He OTBeTWI, CTPaXHHMK CHOBa yIapWI ero.

OnHako MOHaX OTTOJIKHYJ COJaTa B CTOPOHY, B SIPOCTH
BBIKDMKHYB KaKoii-To nmpoTtecT. Henobpoe Becense, 3aurpas-
liee Ha JIMUE XEHUIWHBI, Korga e€ MOAYUHEHHBIN MbITaucs
Bpa3syMHThb IUICHHHMKa, CMeHWIoch pa3odapoBaHHeM. OHa
rnoxa’a IUie4aMH M MaxHyna pykoil. OOIMH U3 cojar mnocie-
1MW 3a ell€ OXHUM KYyCKOM Msca W Iepelal ero eii.
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TeM BpeMeHeM MOHax cTan npgMo nepea Hukom u Hayan
MEIUICHHO TOBOPMTH, Iejias Tay3y Iocjie KaXIOoro CJioBa.
OnHako HHK cHOBa HHUYEro He MOHSU1 M MOKayasl roJOBOIA.
B3gBlLiMii ero B IUVIEH COJJAaT BHOBb BBICTYNTWI BIIEpEA, C
NMoYTeHHeM OOpaTWICS K MOHaxy, a NOTOM IOBEpPHYJICHS K
Huky.

— Kro... THI? — ropTaHHO NMPOU3HEC OH, HO HECMOTpS Ha
akueHT Huk noHsun Bompoc.

— Huxonac llloy... a k10 BHI?

Conpar 3/100HO YXMBUIBHYJICA.

— He Bc€ nm paBHo. Thl ABABONBCKOE OTpOALE, — OH
CIUTIOHY/T Ha 3eMJII0. — MBI nepXHM... IeMOHEI BUAAT... OHHU
3aJal0T HaM Xapy... a MBI 3aJaluM Xapy mebe!

U TyT B HX pa3sroBop CHOBa BMelllaJiCs MOHaX, IBHO Tpeoys
OT coJlIaTa KaKoro-To oTBeTa. JKeHlHHa, 06IM3HYB NMaJIbLibl,
nepebuna ero 3aMe4yaHHEM, OT Yero BCe 4eThIpe coJjgata
BECeJI0 pacCMESUTHCh, HO MOHaX, NMOBEPHYBLIMCH K HeH JIM-
LIOM, TpHHSJICA pa3MaxMBaThb CBOMM LIECTOM. 2JKEHIIMHA
NMpoAoJIXajla YNIbIOaThCcA, MOJIYA CJIyLIas ero BBIKPHMKH, OJHA-
KO COJIIaThl BECEJUTLCS MEpPECTaH.

Huxka noarauwin K GmckaiilieMy AepeBy, NMPYCKaad CIIH-
HOIl K CTBOJIy M HAAEXHO MPHUBA3AIU IUVIETEHBIM KOXaHBIM
peMHEM. MoHax cliequ 3a 3TUMH MIPUTOTOBJIEHUSIMH € 0100~
peHHeM M ynonneTBopeHHeM. [ToroM Huka octaBwin B nmokoe,
HaelMHE C €ro MBICJISIMM, a BCe OCTAJIbHBIE, TNPHCEB Ha
KOpPTOYKH, COOpaJIUCh Y KOCTPa W NMPUHSUTKUCH 3a eay.

Or 3amaxa Msaca Hux nouyscTBoBai ronoa. Kasanocs, 4ro
leslasi BeYHOCTHh MpoliUla ¢ TeX mop, Kak JIMHma nana emy
MHCKy noxi€okn. Ho elné cunpHee, YeM rosion, ero Myyuna
Xaxna, TaK YTO BUAETh Geryluuii HeBoajieke py4e€K CTaHOBH-
JIoch BCE HecTepruMee.

CospaBajioch BIleYaT/IeHHE, YTO 3TH JIIOAM HHUKyda He
ToponsATcs. OauH U3 conmar (wiH, peiwt Huk, Tounee 6110
6Bl Ha3BaTh MX JIATHMKAMH, MOCKOJBKY MX NOTEpTass aMyHH-
uusa 6bUTa HECOMHEHHO OJIKE K CpelHEBEKOBBIO, YEM K €TI0
BpeMEHH) CKpbUICA B KyCTaxX, a 3aTeM BEpHYJICH, Belsl HeUM-
LIEHHYIO0, TSOKEJIO MepeCTaBAIOUIYIO HOTH JIollialb, Y KOTOPOM

233



pEGpa BRIMHMpANIM M3-TIOA KOXM, W KapHayxoro Mmyna. OH
noABséJ MX K Bold€ M Jaj HaNUTbCA, a MOTOM CHOBa OTBEJN B
3apOCJIH.

Koraa comnHue Havyalo NpHIEeKaTbh, MOHaX pacrpocTepcs
Ha 3eMJe MOAaIblle OT KOCTpa, CKPECTHB PYKH Ha IPYIH H
npuxas K cebe liecT — CBOE cTpaHHOoe opyxue. JlaTHHKH,
oTOiaA Ha MOPSHOYHOE PAcCTOSSHHE OT CBOMX IpeABOLMTE-
Jeil, clelaM TO Xe€ caMoe, ONHAKO OHH MNOOYepERHO
CMEHSUTHCh B KapayJye, KTO-HHOyAb M3 HHX 3aIoJi3ajl B 3apo-
c/ii, a MOTOM JAPYTOi BbIOHpaJCA Ha MOJIAHKY.

TIoxOHYMB C enoi, XEHUIHHA O0TEpsIa pyKH NMYy4YKOM Tpa-
Bbl, H 3TO ObLT €€ MepBLHI XeCT YHCTOIUIOTHOCTH, KOTOpPbIi
yBugen Hyxk. 3aTteM oHa npoliuia K py4blo, Halmwiach M3 Hero,
CJIOXMB JIalIOHH FOPCTOYKOM UM CHOBA BbITEpJIAa PYKH, HAa 3TOT
pa3 06 106Ky. [Tocne yero HeKoTOpoe BpeMs NMOCTOSUIA, IAAA
Ha CHSLIMX MOHaxa M cojjar, a notoM 6pocwia Ha Huka
OBICTPBIN B3IIAX M BEPHY/IAach K CBOEMYy KAMEHHCTOMY CHIe-
HHUIO.

OnHako XeHLIYMHa He CTajla JIOXUThCA CNaTh, a, YiobOHO
pa3BaJIMBUINCH, IPUHAIACh HIPAaTh OAHOM M3 CBOMX JUIMHHBIX
KOC M YTO-TO THXOHBKO HameBaTb. BpeMs oT BpeMeHH OHa,
He TasAchb, Opocasa Ha Huka MHOrosHauMTeIbHblEe B3LJISOHI.

OH yXe ONLIYTHI XECTOKOCTb JJATHUKOB, OTOJITe/NbIl (paHa-
TH3M MOHaxa, M BOT ceiyac Takasg Xe 3/700a, yXacHas H
OTBpaTHUTENIbHAs, UcXoAwia oT He€. HUK caM He Mor NMOHATD,
4YTO Xe€ TaKoe Ha Hero Hauuio. HukKorma mpexnge oH He
KCTIBITBIBAJI CTOJIb CWIBHOIO OTBpallleHHUS K KAKOMY-TO OT-
JIeJILHOMY 4€JIOBEKY WM JIIOASM M OLIYLIEH s, YTO IOHMMaET,
YTO OHH YYBCTBYIOT. DTO OBLIO MOXOXE Ha OCO3HAHHE TOIO,
y1o JIXepeMHM IOHMMaeT €ro, Ha YCWIMBLUYIOCSA CIIOCO6-
HOCTBL, O KOTOpOi1 OH Ipexne U He Beman. M or artoro ero
OXBaTWI €lU€ OGONBIUMHA CTpax.

HecoMHeHHO, OH momnan B OYeHb CKBEPHBI MNEpPEILIET.
OHH 3anpocTo nepepexyT eMy IVIOTKY, HX M NpHUIJIallaTh He
Hano. Huk rotoB ObUT yXe NMOKIACTLCH, YTO XEHIIMHA C
YOOBOJILCTBMEM XAET 3Toro. lOHowa NMoOHsUT TOJNBKO OIHO:
€ro cobupaloTcs MCMOAb30BaTh KAK MpeAMET IJIA CAEIKH C
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TEMH, KOTO 3TH JIIOAU Ha3bIBAKOT «IeMOHaMM». U mockompKy
MOHaX BBIKpHKHYJ 3TO CJIOBO, yBHIEB [eponbia, no/mkHO
ObITh, MMeHHO ¢ HapomoMm ¢ XonMOB OHH M HaMepeHBbI
TOProBaThCs, NMPUITYTHYB TEM, YTO MOTYT cAenath ¢ Hukowm.
Ort 3TOif MBICSTH IO KOXe TNpobexan xonoaok. 6o, HaBep-
Hoe, Hapony ¢ XonMoB rTyGoKO HaIUIEBaTh, YTO €ro yOBbIOT
3aeck. OH BeAb OTKa3zajcsA OT MNpemioXeHusa Ieponpma —
TOYHee, OTJIOXIUI OTBET Ha NMOTOM — BOT MNoYeMy ABAJIOHY
HeT A0 Hero HUKAKoro aena. EMy 4€TKO 0ObACHWIN: ABaJIOH
3alMIIAET TONLKO CBOMX, a OCTAJBHLIX XIET Ta cynnba,
KOTOpYIO OHH CaMH BBIOpaJIH.

Tenepp HuUK yXe Xajien, 4YTO OH He OTBETWI IO-APYTOMY.
EMy Ka3ajioch, YTO BCe 3TH pa3roBOpPHLI BUKApHsA 05 H3MEHe-
HHH, O HEMpPaBWILHOCTH IMOAOGHOro BbIGOpAa — HMYTO MO
CPaBHEHHMIO C 3TUM IUIeHOM. M BCE e — OH ObU1 ymnpsaM H
3HaJl 3T0 — HUYTO He 3aCTaBHT €ro clenaTh BbIOOp MTOMHMO
CBO€Ei BOJIH.

Bcé 310 cOMHUTENBPHOE NMPHUKITIOYEHHE HAYAJIOCh MOTOMY,
YTO €My 3aXOTeJIOCh yOeXaTh, NMOOBITh HaeAHWHE C CaMUM
coboii, Korma HUKTO He JaBW1 OBl Ha Hero M He noy4yan. Y
BOT K YeMy 3To npuBeso. M3 yyBcTBa Aosra noMyajcs oH B
TOT pa3 3a JIMHAOM. A mocie BCTpeYd C aHIIMYaHAMH OHU
JOJDKHBI ObUTH NMPHHSATh UX 00pa3 XU3HH NPOCTO ITIOTOMY, YTO
OH CJIMILIKOM MaJio 3Hajl, YTOOBl PHCKOBATh...

MoHax xpamnes, OIHAaKO €ro HerpoMKHii Xpamn IMo4YTH IoJi-
HOCTBIO 3arTyliajics 6ojiee MOLIHBIM XOpPOM JaTHMKOB. Ha
TOJIAHE TIOKA3aJICsl CMEHMBLUMMCS NO30PHBIA, H XEHIIUHA,
TO03BaB €ro K cebe XeCTOM pyKH, OTAalla KAKOe-TO NMpHKa-
3aHHe. [IpMKOCHYBIUIMCH K pXaBOMY lIUIEMY YKa3aTeJIbHBIM
naJblieM, OH OTNpaBWICA TyJa, Iie NMacjiuch XUBoTHLIEe. OHa
clleiwia 3a HUM, TIOTOM BCTajla M Mpolia K py4blo.

3ayepnHyB pyKaMH, CKOJIBKO CMOIJIa, BOIbI, OHA IOlLIa,
6picTpO ceMeHd, K Huky.

— Aqua... — oHa BHITSIHYJIA DYKH TaK, yro Huk moyru Mor
HOTAHYTBCH.

JlaTeiHp! OHa roBopwia Ha JaThIHH!

K ero nuuy npu6auswiuch nagoHH. Tenepb, Koraa Boaa
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6bU1a BO3Jie caMBIX Iy0, ero xaxzaa craja npocrto noirkoii. Ho
Huxk He Bepun eii. He Bepui, YTO y He€ ecTh XOTh KaKoe-TO
YYBCTBO COCTpaJaHHsi. DTo ObLIa MPOCTO UIpa, B KOTOPYIO ei
3aXOTe/IOCh ChIrpaTh.

Bona xanana Ha ero pyoauiky, NpocayMBasich CKBO3b Najb-
LB, HAKJIOHHTb TOJILKO F0JIOBY — M Hanbéuibcs. Ho 4to-TO
BHYTPH HETO TOBOPWIO «HET», U OH TPHCIYWIAJICA K 3TOMY
COBeETY.

YbI0Ka XeHIUIUHBI pacTasla, H OHa BhIIUIECHY/IAa OCTaTKH
BoAbl eMy B auuo. IToroM GbICTpO Mpolwia Ha3amg K CBOeEMY
BaJIyHY M TaK Xe ObICTPO BEpPHYJach C MaJIEeHbKMM KHYTOM;
PYKOSATh €ro NMOTYCKHesa, OOHAKO e€ ell€ yKpallaiu rpybo
obpaboTaHHble caMoLBeThI. Pa3MaxHyBIIMCH, XKEHIIIUHA Yyaa-
pwia ero no auuy, ¥ HUK owmyTun pe3kyio 60jib CIOBHO OT
yaapa HOXOM.

HecMoTps Ha Bcé cBoé€ camoobnananne, HUK BCKpHUKHYI,
M X€EHIIMHA, pacCMeABLINCh, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI CTOSIa Nepen
HHUM, TOMTpbIBasl IUIETKON M Habmogas, Kak AeHCTBYEeT Ha
Hero 3Ta yrpo3a. OnHaKo, ec/IM OHa M 3aMBILLIIa KaKHe-To
HOBbIE WIAJIOCTH, TO €l CHOBAa MOMeELI MOHAaX.

OH npHBCTI, a MOTOM OyKBaJIbHO 3apeBel OT sipocTH. U
3TOT BOIUTh OBLT TAKMM PE3KHUM, YTO MPOCHYINCH JAaTHUKH U
CIIPOCOHBA CXBAaTWJIHMCh 32 OpyXHe, a UX TOBapHlll, HaXOAUB-
LMICcA B [o30pe, CTPEMIVIaB BbUIETEN M3-3a KYCTOB, FOTOBbIM
NPUATH K HUM Ha TOMOLLb.

XKeHuMHa cTos1a M XJajla, NMoKa MOHaxX He YCIIOKOHUTCH,
a MoTOM OTBETHJIA C TAKOM Xe pe3KocTbio. Ho Bcé Xe oToluia
ot Huka. Ilo Bceit BMAMMOCTH, NMpHKa3bl MOHaxa MoO-Ipe-
XHEMY BbIMTOMHSUIMCE. BoT Tonbko Huky crpacTHO XoTesnoch
y3HaTb, B 4YEM Xe OHH 3aKIIOYATUCh.

Korna ynnuHunnch BeyepHue TeHH, HuUk noayman o ne-
wepe. HaBepHoe, OHH yXe 3aMETWIH €ro HCYE3HOBEHHE, HO
Jaxe ecld M o6HapyXWIH, KaK OH pacliMpWi NOoTaiHOH na3,
TO BCE paBHO OHHM He MMEIOT HH MaJjieiillero npeacTaBleHus
O TOM, KyAa oH Hampaswica. M panu cobcTBeHHOM Ge3omac-
HOCTH OHH HE PDHCKHYT MOHTH Ha ero INMOMCKM, He 3Has
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Hu4ero o6 ero MoTuBax. HHK co3HaBasi, YTO HUKAKOH Hagex-
OBl Ha CMaceHHe HET.

BpeMs oT BpeMeHH I0OHOLIIA HATpATasl MBILILBI Ha 3aMsCTh-
SIX, TMBITasICh OCNAOMTh BEpEBKY, HO Ta He IOIAaBasach.
Kucty 3aHeMenH, BCKOpe M caMM PYKH NOTEPSIOT YyBCTBH-
TenbHOCTh. M XOTs CTBOJ AepeBa, K KOTOpOMy 6bLT NPUBA3aH
Huk, 3acTaBiisul ero COXpaHfATh BEPTHKAJIBHOE NOJIOXEHUE,
€ro HOTH TOXe COBCeM yXe 3aTekiau. OH He 6bL1 yBEpeH, YTO
aXxe ecId KAKMM-TO YYIOOM BIPYT OCBOOOAMTCS, TO CMOXET
clenaTh XOTA OblI 1uar.

C HacTyIUleHHEM CyMepeK JJaTHUKM HAaKOHEL-TO 3aHSUTHCh
nenoM. Bech IeHb Y HUX ropesl ofuH Koctép. Ho Teneps oHHU
HaTacKajy JPOB U HENOJANIEKY YCTPOWIH ellé oquH. MoHax
TPYAWICS Hal CYXHMH BETOYKAMM, KOTOpbIE BbIOHpas ¢ 0co-
6o TIaTenbHOCTLI0. OH OGCTPYTHBAJI UX HOXOM, CHSATBHIM C
rnosica, ¥ CBS3LIBaJI My4YKAMHU TPaBbl CO CHOPOBKOI, MOKa3bI-
BaBLIEH, YTO yX€ YAaCTEeHbKO 3aHMMAJICAd INOJOOHBIM [IEJIOM
paHbllle, ¥ TaKUM 00pa3oM HM3TOTOBHWI €lE HECKOJBLKO Aepe-
BAHHBIX KPECTOB.

CobpaB MX B pyKe, MOHax NpUOIM3WICA K HOepeBy, K
KoTopoMmy 6bUT npuBsA3aH HUK, 1 Hayasr BThIKaTh UX B 3eMJIIO,
CJIOBHO, JeNlag 3TO, BO3BOOWJI Mperpany BOKDYT IUIEHHHUKA.
IIpu 3TOM OH yTO-TO G0opMOTaN, 1 HUKYy mokazanoch, YTO OH
Y3HA€T OTHAENIbHBIE CNOBa Ha JIaTBIHM. 3aKOHYUB YCTAHOBKY
KpPECTOB, MOHaX OOOLUEN MX, NMPUKAcasiCh K KaXIOMy MeTall-
JIMYECKHM KPECTOM Ha KOHLE CBOEro ilecTa M YTO-TO MNpH
3TOM HaneBasi. A 4YyTb B CTOPOHE OCTIbHble OpOAsITH CO-
LIUJTUCh BMECTE U BpeMsl OT BpEMEHHM MOAMNEBAJId €My B OTBET,
KaK TOro, HaBepHoe, TpeGoBajia LiepeMOHHS.

IToTOM OHH 3aXIJIM BTOPO# KOCTEP, BCIBIXHYBLUIMHA APKUM
CBETOM B CrycTMBlueiica TemHoTe. [IpuBenu nomanb U Myna,
eul€ pa3 HaloWIM HX, a MOTOM IPHUBI3ATIU MEXIY KOCTpPaMH,
a Ha lLIeM MOBECWIM BEPEBKM C KYCOYKAMH Xenesa. Bce
6poasir¥ BRILILIM Ha OCBELIEHHYIO IUIOLIANKY MeXIy KOcTpa-
MM. JIaTHMKM BBITALLIWIM CBOM KMHXaIbhl U JepXald HUX B
pykax, cinoBHo oxwuaad ocanbl. Ho MoHax BOH3WI 1ueCT C
KpPEecTOM B 3eMJII0 M BCTaJl HE CIMLIKOM Aaneko oT Huka.
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Ha nuuax ux 3acTbUlo BblpaxXeHHe oxuaaHusa, H Hux
BAPYT MoiMai ce6sl, YTO OH TOXE NPHUCIYLIUBaeTCs, XOTA K
YyeMy HMEHHO, OH He 3Hajl. BpeMs oT BpeMEHH MOHaxX YTO-TO
6opMoTal, JMOAH MeXAY KOCTPAaMH YCTaJlo NEPEMUHANINCh C
HOTM Ha HOTY, OIHAKO HUKTO M3 HHUX He TepsUl OIMTEIbHOCTH.

ITocreneHHo HHUK MOYyBCTBOBaJI MOAHMMAIOLIYIOCS BOJIHY
OTBPATUTE/IbHOM BOHM, MCXOAslieH OT Yy4YyacTBOBaBLUMX B
3TOM npeicTaBieHMH mioaed. Toabko 3To GpUla OyXOBHas
BOHb, a He ¢u3Hyeckasi. OH HHMKOrAa He OlLUyliaJl HHUYEro
NoJoGHOIO, ONHAKO BCE Xe OIMO3Ha1 3TO KAKMM-TO YYBCT-
BoM. ToyHoO TaK Xe, Kak ¢epMa, rle OHM YKPHIBaJINCh, ObLIa
oburenblo no6pa, TaK U TO, YTO HAABUTAJIOCh ceiiyac, Hec/lIo
B cebe yrpo3y U 370.

HagepHoe, 1 ocTaJIbHble OXHIATIH €ro npuxona. M oHo He
aBIsUIoch ABaloHoM, HHUK ObuT TBEpHO yOeXNEH B 3TOM.

Crlpoe, TsX€éoe, TIETBOPHOE O0JIaKO BBHIIUTBUIO Ha IO-
ngHy... A 3ateM Huk ycnabliman, Kak 4YTO-TO MacCHBHOE C
TPEeCKOM JIOMHUTCSI CKBO3b KYCTBI... TSDKEJIO JbIllA.

Jlromym Mexay KOCTpOB TNMOTHSUIM PYKHM, H B HX pyKax OH
yBUIENl Xele3Hble oOeperd. A MOHax BBITAlMJI H3 3e€MIH
CBO# LIECT C KPECTOM M TMPHUIOTOBWICHA MCIIOJb30BaTh €ro,
KaK NyOHHKY.

Bcé omke, 6moke... Huk 3aMeTwi, Xak KycThl cjieBa
3aapoxand. OH MOBEepHYJI IoJIOBY B Ty cTopoHy. U3 LieHTpa
KycTa BhICYHY/Nach ronoa. HUK 3acTaBmi ceOsi CMOTpPETh Ha
He€, MbITasich CORJIANATh CO CBOMM CTPaXOM, OLHAKO BCE Xe
HEBOJIbHO B3POTHYII.

I'psi3HO-6enas1, 3BepHHasi, epeKOLICHHasg MOpAa... Ha Heé
Henb3s ObUIO CMOTpETb, He coiporasch, — Ha yXacHoe
BOIUIOLIEHME HOYHBIX KolIMapoB. Mopaa ¢ BoXIeleHHEM
ocxiabwiach, ooHaxasi KJIbIKH, U Hcyesna. C apyroii cTopo-
HbI Ha MOJISIHY BBINOJ3J1a 3MeSA, TOYHEE, HEYTO, TNOXOXKee Ha
He€, CO 3MEHMHBIM TEJIOM, HO C ToJIOBOM XeHLIMHbL. W 3Tta
TBaphb MpOLUHUIeNIa KAKHe-TO CJIOBA, KOTOphIe, JOJDKHO GbITbh,
TNOHSUIH JIIOAH Ha TOJsIHE, NMOTOMY YTO OOWH M3 JIaTHMKOB
6pocwicsi ¢ HOXOM Ha 3TO CO3laHHE C KPHKOM yxaca H
HEHaBHCTH U BOTKHYJI HOX B T€JIO 32 y/IbIOaloLIeHcs roIoBoi.
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OnHako TBapb OCTanach COBEPLICHHO HEBPeIUMOIi, COJI-
AT C XPHUIUIBIM KPHMKOM OTIIpSIHYJl Ha3ald, 3a0bIB 0 HOXeE, H
ynaj Ha 3eMJTIO U B CTpaxe CKOpYMWICS, 3aKpbIB PyKaMH I1asa,
a XeHLIMHa-3Mesl H3BUBaJIach KOJIbLIAMH M TIOAHHMAIach Hal
HHUM — IIOKa MOHAaX He HaHEc yJap CBOMM lIECTOM, M TOraa
OHa GecclieAHO HCue3na.

Ho 3T0 6bUIO TONBKO HA4ajo OCaibl.

I'naea odunrnadyamasn

Ha nonsaHe nosgensnucs, 6pocas 3106HbIe B3MIAAbI, LN,
IUTIONACH, BLIKPMKMBAs YIrpo3bl, BCEBO3MOXHBIE HEBEPOATHbLIE
YyNOBHIIA — KTO Ha YETBIPEX Jianax, a KTO C TeJIOM, KaK y
YeJoBeKa, — Ha CBOMX OBOMX; HO TYT X€ PpacTBOPSUINCH
CpellM TeHeit, ycTymasa MecTo creayioluM. IToka 4To HHUKTO
M3 3THX YXaCHLIX TBapeii He Hamagaa Ha JIioAei, CKydYHBIINX-
cs1 MeXny KocTpaMH. Ho oiMH Tonbko MX BHA 3acTaBisul
CYIOpPOXHO HANpATaTbCsA UX HEPBLI, H TaK yXe, MMO-BUAUMO-
My, CWIBHO pacllaTaHHbIE NPEABIIYLIMMHU BCTPEeYaMH C STUMH
YynOBHUIAMH.

M xorma HeyTo ¢ KO3JIMHOM TOJIOBOM, HO YeIOBEYECKHM
TeJIOM, €C/IM He CYMTAThb XBOCTAa M KOIBIT Ha HOraXx, 3anpbir-
HYJIO B KpPYT CBETa U NMPHHAIOCH raplieBaTh U MaXxaTh pyKAMH,
rnoa3biBas K ceOe JIAaTHUKOB, OAMH U3 COJAAT 3alpaj roJIoBY
M 3aBbUI, KaK cobaka. K HeMy TyT Xe MOACKOYWI JIATHHK,
3Bl Huka B 1mieH, M yaapoM pyKH cOmWI congaTa ¢ HOT,
a TOT, pacIUlacTaBUIMCh HHYKOM, TaK M OCTaJICs JIeXaTh Ha
3eMyie, TMXO NOcKynuBas. Ko3orosnaoBrulii ¢bIpKHYJI, MOA-
TNPBITHYB B BO3AYX M WIEJKHYB KOMNBbITAMH APYT O ApyTa.

MoHax, BBICTaBHB BIEpEA LIECT C KpecToM; Opocuics Ha
yXaCHOE CYLIECTBO, H KO3JIOTOJIOBBIN, M3[aB TOHKHiHl BHU3T,
TONATWICA Ha3al, 6yATO OT KpecTa HCXOAMIAa KAKafA-To yXKac-
Has yrpo3a ana Hero. Ho TyT Ha ero MecTo BhiCKOYWIa eLIE
OIHA HEYHCTb, TOXE C YEJIOBEUECKUM TEJIOM, H3TydaBLIMM
30JI0TO€ CHSIHHE, C OEJIBIMH KPBUIbSMH, KOJIBIXaBLIMMHCS 32
CIIHHOM, B C COBHHOH roOJIOBOH HaJ] LIMPOKMMH IUICYaMH.
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JleBas pyka HOBOTO CYLIECTBA JieXajla Ha CITHHE OTPOMHOTO,
C JlouIaab, BOJKA.

— AHOpac! — MOHax, NMOXOXe, Y3HaJl 3TO BUAEHHE. —
JleMOH! — U OH CHOBa BLICTAaBMWJI BIEPE] CBOE OpyXMeE.

OnHako Ha 3TOT pa3 ero araka Obula He CTOJIb YIAYHOH,
MOTOMY YTO COBHHBIi K/TIOB HAa YBEeHYaHHOMH NEpbIMHU IrojioBe
U301 KaKOH-TO 3BYK, CIlepBa HESCHBbI, HO MNOCTENEHHO
CTaHOBHBUIHICSA IpOMYE U MPOH3HUTENbLHEE, TIEpEeKpbIBasi Bce
OCTaJIbHbIE 3BYKH, OT HETO YXe pacKaibiBajics yepen... Huk
TNOMOpUIWICS OT 6oiM, a BOH MNONHHUMAJCS BCE BHILIE U
BBILIIE...

MyKa cTana coBeplileHHO HeCTepNUMOH, Tak 4to HuK yxe
HHWYEro, KpoMe Heé, He oco3HaBaJl. M1 OH MOYTH moTepsn
CO3HaHHe, KOra CMYTHO YBHAEN, KaK JIIOOH MeXay KOCTpaMH
OpocIJIM CBOE XeJle3HOe OpyXHe, OaXe MOHaX BbIPOHWI
LIECT C KPEeCcTOM, M, 3aXaB YIIM pyKaMH, C BbIpaXeHHEM
Oe3yMHOIf MYKHM Ha JHMUAX OHM MNOAHSJIMCh H, LIATAsCh,
noopenu Kyxa-To Ha 30B.

Ho He B cTOpPOHY 3TOi HEYHCTH C COBHHOI IoNOBOH —
NOoTOMY 4YTO e€ OoJibllie Ha mnojissHe He Obuio. Her, oHw,
TIOKA4YHBAasICh U CIIOTHIKASICH, Opesn K 3apoCisiM KyCTapHHKa,
BJIEKOMbIE KAKOH-TO CWIOH, KOTOpOil He B cHiIax ObUiH
IPOTHUBOCTOSTh. Briepeau TalIWIHCh JAaTHHUKH, 32 HUMH —
XeHIWHA, MyTaouascsa B CBOeH MJIMHHON cTeliolleics Io
3eMJie I00Ke, a Mo3aaM BceX — MOHAaX C 3acThIBLIEH MacKoii
cTpanaHuA Ha juue. OHH OpeH B HABOAHEHHYIO NpHU3paKa-
Mu TbMy. HHUK ToXe NMOYyBCTBOBaI 3Ty CWIy M OTYagHHO
MbITAJICS pa30pBaTh BEPEBKHM, KOTOPLIMM ObL1 KPEIKO IPHUBS-
3aH K JepeBy, MOBUHYACH IIPUKA3Y 3TOr0 30Ba, HO 6e3yCIelHO,
BepEBKM JIMLIbL ITyOXe BMNMBAIUCH B ero Teno. HoBble H
HOBBIE OTYasAHHbIE MOMBLITKH.. He Oyler mepenablliKu OT
6011, MoKa OH He TMONYMHHUTCA 3TOMY 30BY... OH IOJDKEH
uaTH, nowkeH! Y Bcé xe o He cMor. M HakoHell, UBHYPEH-
Hblil, OGECCWICHHBbIH, IOHOWIAa OOMSK Ha BpE3aBLUMXCH B
IUIOTh BepEBKAX, YAEpPXKHBaBLINX €ro Ha Horax.

3axBaTHUBLIME €r0 B IUVIEH JIIOOM HMCYE3NH, HO OCTAIHCh
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TOolasA KjIf4a U MOHYPHIA MY/, CIMIOKOWHO MOLIUIBbIBAIOLINE
TpaBy, CJIOBHO HHMYEro U He ciaydywiochk. ['osoBa Gonbille He
packajbiBajiach OT 60JIM, OQHAKO OH €lIE CJBILIAJ MOCTENeH-
HO CTHXAIOLIHI BOAJIU 3TOT MYYHMTEJbHBIH 3BYK.

Kaxkas cynas6a xaana tex, KTo nouién Ha 30B? Huk He 3Han
3Toro. Ho oH He Bepwl, 4To KTO-TO M3 OponasAr BepHETCH,
YTOOBLI OCBOOOAUTDH JIMOO YOUTHL e€ro. Y IOHONIM IojioBa liUia
KpPYToM OT OOJIM B ylllaX, OIHAKO OH YXe HayaJl OCO3HaBaTb,
YTO BCE ell€ CBSI3aH.

Spko cBepkasg B JiyyaX KOCTPOB, Ha MOJISHE BISUTUCh
KHMHXaJibl, OpoleHHble OpoasaraMmu. Ho oHM ObUTH Tak gaje-
KO OT Hero, CJIOBHO HaXOAWIHCh B €r0 pOJHOM MHpE.

W TonbKo Temeph OH BOPYT paccCibIlliajl KAKOW-TO HOBBIM
3ByK Haj co0oif, M, 3alpoKHHYB TIOJIOBY K rpyboii xope
IepeBa, MOMBITAICS pacCMOTPETb, YTO Xe TaM Takoe. Eig
OIHO JIeTalolliee YyaoBHile?

Yrto-TO nNpoMenbKHyno B HebGe. Ho oH Gbu1 yBepeH, 4TO He
ownbGesa. OngHa U3 JeTalolIMX TapeJOK Hamnpapisulach B CTO-
POHYy, TAe MCYe3NH OerjeLsl.

He nns Toro nu M mnpeaHasHayayicsi TOT 3BYK, YTOOBI
BBITAHYTBL JIIOAei H3 yOeXMl, IrJe OHH CKpPbIBAINCbH, Ha
OTKpPBITOE MECTO, Ile MOXHO Oe3 Tpyaa MX NMepesloBUTh? DTH
YyyAoBMlllAa — OpoAsArd, KaXeTcs, CMOIIM ONno3HaTh ux; Huk
MPUIIOMHIWI, KaK MOHaxX Ha3Bajl MO UMEHH HEYUCTb C COBH-
HO# roJIoBoif — KaKoe OHH HUMEIOT OTHOLIEHHE K JIETAIOIHM
TapenkaM? OQHAKO UX MOIJIM MCIOJIb30BaTh, YTOOBI 06€30py-
XHTb ¥ CJIOMUTb HaMe4YeHHble XEpPTBbI.

Ho ecnu OXOTHHKHM C TapesioK 3axBaTAT OpoAasir, TO OHHU
y3HaIoT U 0 HEM! MoXeT, UM yXe HU3BECTHO O IUIEHHUKE H O
TOM, YTO OH COBeplIeHHO HemnoaBwXeH. OH HO/KEH KakK
MOXHO CKopee ocBOOOAMTLCS!

B 3ToT MoMeHT HuK Gosusicst JieTaloluMX TapesiokK Gosblie
Mo60ro U3 HOYHLIX YyaoBHull. [ToToMy YTo Ta HeyucTs MoIIa
6BITH NPOCTO WUIIO3HEH, a JIETAlOLUE aMnmnapaThl — OYEHb
J[axe HacToslue.

OcBo6oaHTLCS, HO KaK? DTU KMHXasbl... ¥ Hero He 6buU10
HHKAaKO# BO3MOXHOCTH JOTSHYTbCH MO HMX, TaK Xe, KaK M
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pui3Bath Ctpayna, Kpokkepa win Bukapus. Wiu BcrpeTHThes
¢ I'eponpaoM...

I'eponbna!

B namatn Huka npomenbkHyn o6mmk I'eponbaa, KakuM
JIOHOWIa YBHAEJ ero nepei BXoZOoM B mneulepy. Kasanocs,
nepe] IMa3aMHM CJIOBHO BCIILIXHYJI €r0 CBEPKAIOUIMI IU1ald.
Crpax NMOTHXOHBKY yTHxan. OloylleHHWe 3j1a, NpUUIEALLIEro
BMECTE C TEMHOTOM, Hcyesno. Benorepuee muo Huka Te-
Nephb OLIYLIAIO JIMIIL IPHUATHBIA YMCTBIA BETEpPOK Jieca.

Ho ocraBamnch ewé netaioune tapeaku! HyxHo O6nUio
06s13aTeIbHO KaK-TO OCBOGOAUTLCA, MpeXae YeM UX KOMaHAa
nobepérca cioma! Ho oH ObU1 CIMIDKOM H3HYPEH, 4YTOOBI
60pOTHCA C IMyTaMH, KOTOpble TOJIBKO TyXe 3aTArMBAIUCH IPH
KAXIOM €ro ABIDKEHHMM. Pykm M HOIM CHOBa TpPEBOXHO
OHEMEJIH.

Teponba... XoTa oH Jo/DKeH ObUT AyMaTh O TOM, KakK ObI
cbexaTp oTcloaa, pasyM Huka mo-npexHeMy obpalaincs K
ABaJIOHY... TOT OYKBAJIbHO CTOSUI Mepel €ro BHYTPEHHHUM
B30POM.

— AsaJioH!

YTo 3aCTaBWIO €ro NMpOM3HECTH 3TO MM#A?

Jlowaas 3apxana, B3I€PHYB IoJIOBy, M €ii OTO3BAICA MYII.
O6a XHBOTHBIX NEPECTAIH MOLIUILIBATh TPABy U CMOTPEJIH B
CTOPOHY HepeBa, K KOTopoMy ObU1 npuBsizdaH Huk.

A noroM... nosiswica OH!

Ewe€ ongna wumosua? Ecnu M Tak, To oYeHb peaibHad.

— ApanoH? — Huk nporoBopmn mMa Kak Bompoc. Ocso-
B6oaut nmu I'eponba ero? Mnu xe, nockoasky Huk He npuHst
€ro InpeIoXeHHe, OCTaBUT €0 Ha MIIOCTh OXOTHHUKOB?

— A Asanon, — ycnsnuan Huk,

— BbI MoxeTe... BBl MeHs He ocBoboaure? — ImpsIMO
cnpocwn Huk. Ilycts I'eposbd OTBETHT «la» WIH «HET» H
MOKOHYHUT C 3TUM.

— Kaxnbiit yenoBex mookeH ocBoGoguTh cebs cam. Emy
npeasnoxeHa cBobona, U BeIGOp JHLIb 332 HUM.

— Ho... s Beap He Mory gaxe NMOLIEBEJIHUThLCS... JaXe NMpPH
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BCEM CBOEM XEJIAHWHU 51 HE CMOTY OTBeAaTh 3TO TBOE Aparo-
LIEHHOe s0JI0KO.

Kak u panblie, Juiuo [eponbga HUYEro He BBIpAXKAIO.
Ero okxpyxaso coOCTBEeHHOe CHSHHE, MCXOAMBLICE HE OT
KOCTpOB.

— CylecTByeT TpH BHAA CBOGOJALI, — ABAJIOH HE H3BIEK
s6noko. — EcTh cBOOOma Tena, cBoboma pasyma M cBoGoma
nyxa. Y yesioBexa, €CJIM OH TNO-HACTOALIEMY XOYET OCBOGO-
OUTHCS OT CKOBBIBRIOLIMX €TI0 Y3, NOJDKHBI OLITh BCE TPH.

B Huxe nonHumasics rieB. Celiyac BpeMsi paboTaeTr ToJMb-
KO Ha ero BparoB, H Y Hero He ObUIO HHUKAKOIO XeJIAHUA
TepATb ero Ha dwiocodckue Crnopel.

— 3OT0 He OCBOOOAMT MEHS.

— Cpo6ona HaxoaUTCs BHYTPH TeOsl, — cKa3aJi ABaJIOH. —
Kak ¥ BHYTPH BCEX XHUBBLIX CYIIECTB...

OH cnerka NMoBepHYJ/ICA U OKMHYJI POBHBIM B3IJIAAOM JIO-
wanb ¥ My7a. [Joka OH HECKOIBLKO JONTHX CEKYH pa3I/isablBall
3THUX ABYX XHWBOTHbIX, HHK ycnen gaxe mapy pa3 BIOXHYTb.
3aTeM XMBOTHbBIE 3aMOTAJIM ToJIOBaMHM C TaKoil 3Heprueii,
KaKo# 3TH IIOJYTOJIOAHBIE CYLIECTBA elu€ HU pa3y He MposiB-
JISUTM.

OHHY NOJOLUTH K 3apocisM KYCTapHHUKA M, CYHYB CBOH
roJIOBH B JIUCTBY, NPHUHSUIMCb UMHU BepTeTbh M M3rubarth lieH
SIBHO C KAKOM-TO pa3yMHoO#l uLeiblo. Bep€BKH ¢ KycoykaMH
MeTa/Ula, BHCEBLIME Ha WX LiesX, 3aleNWINCh 33 BETKH C
winaMu. 2KUBOTHbIE HAKJIOHWIH TOJIOBBI M P€3KO OTCKOYWIH
Ha3all, OCBOOOXIAasiICh OT BepEBOK, KOTOpbIE OCTAJIHChH BH-
ceTb, PacKa4yMBasiCh, HA BETKaX KyCTOB.

COpocuB TakMM o0pa3oM NpHUBS3b, OHHM HaNnpaBWIKCh
npsasMo K I'eponbay M omycTwiM rojoBbl neped HuM. OH
NpPOTAHYN BNEPEN PYKYy M, XOTSI OH M He IPUKOCHYICA K
y3nedkaM, — cOpys ymaja Ha 3eMJII0, OCBOOOXAast XXMBOTHbIX
OT Bcero, YeM YeJIOBEeK OMyTasl MX.

TeM He MeHee OHHM OCTAIMCh CTONTh, IPOHHLIATENIBHO
maaa Ha Ieposnbaa, a OH Ha HHX, CJIOBHO MeXIY HHMH
CYyllIieCTBOBaJIa KaKas-TO HeBUAMMas cBa3b. HakoHell Noluans
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HErpoOMKO 3apXxasna, a Mya1 3apeBesl. OHH BMecTe€ NOBEPHY-
JINCh M TMOTPYCHWIM B TEMHOTY HOYHM.

— Ecnu THI ocBOGOAMI HMX, — BO30YXIEHHO BLINAIKI
Huk, — To MoXelb npoaeiaTh 3TO H CO MHOH.

— Cpoboga — TONMbKO B Tebe, JHIIL Thl caM MOXeEUIb
HoGUThCS €€,

Teneps Huk noxsin, yro I'eponba ewié pas moBTOPUI 3TO
SIBHO C KaKOH-TO LE/NbI0 — a He INMPOCTO M3 XEJaHUS eMy
mocaautb. Jlowlaas MU Myn H30aBWIHCh OT CBOHX OKOB M3
«XOJIOAHOTO XeJie3a», KOTOPhIMH MX omyTaiu 6poasru. Ho y
HEro CoBceM He ocTaBaloch cwi. OH He MOT OCBOOOOUTLCS
CaM... 3TO HEBO3MOXHO.

— KaxuM o6pa3oM? — cripocusl OH.

OTBeTa He MOCAea0BaIO.

— ThI Xe cKa3an 3TUM XUBOTHBIM! — Opocun Huk emy B
JIMLO OOBHHEHHE.

I'eposnba Mo-npexHEMy MOYaL.

CgBoboga, KOTOpyI1O TOJIBKO OH caM MoXeT obpectn? Bo3-
MOHO, U332 TOTO, YTO OH He NPUHSUI NpeaJioXXeHHe ABaIOHA,
I'eponba He MOXET WIM He XO4YeT OKa3aTb eMy OoJsiee nei-
CTBEHHYIO IOMOIIb, YeM 3TH HEeCKOJbKO cjoB. Hmuk
TIPUCJIOHWICA K AEPEeBY U NMOIBITAICS Mopa3MbIcanTs. Heco-
MHEHHO, KaKoi-HHOylb crocob6 ocBOOOAUTHCS CYLIECTBYET.
OH He BepWI, YTO ABAJIOH MY4YaeT €ro IO KaKOH-To CBoeii
TyMaHHO¥ npuyuHe. Ecin Takoii cnocob cylecTByeT, TO OH,
npu3BaB K cebe Ha NMOMOLIb BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO, TEpIICHUE U
UHTEJUIEKT, HaHOET ero.

Bce MONBITKM BBHITYTaThbcsl U3 BEPEBOK OKOHYWIHMChH HHU-
yeM. He Mor oH IOTAHYTbCS M OO KMHXAJIOB, BaJIsIBLIMXCS
coBceM psaoM. HUrak... 4yto Xxe ocraércs?

Y Hero Her cBobonbl Tena. CBoGoga pa3zyma M cBoGona
OyXa... MOXET JIM OH Hcronb3oBaTh UX? Tenenarud... npeasu-
IECHHE... B YeJIOBEYECKOM MO3TY CYLIECTBYIOT HEKHE CHIbI —
napaHopManbHble. Ho TakuMH cocOOHOCTSIMM BJIANEIOT JIMIIb
O4YeHb HEMHOTHE, U OH He OTHOCHJICS K MX YHCIy.

KuHXanbl... OH X BHIMT... CBOOOJA pasyma...

AsanoH xnan. Huk 6vin yBepeH, 4To OH GoJibllle HMYETO
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He cKaxeT. Bc€ Tenepb LENIHKOM 3aBHCEJIO TONBLKO OT HEro,
€ro BOJIH U CWIBI.

KHHXasbl... KAK-TO HCNOJIb30BaTh HX...

Huk H30 Bcex cui CKOHLEHTpHpOBAJICS Ha OmxanuieM
KIHHKe, 60J1ee TOHKOM, KOTOpPbIii BRIpOHIIA XeHinuHa. Hox...
BepEBKA... OHM COMPHUKACAIOTCA M JAI0T cBoGondy.

Hox... Bepé€Bka... OH JOXeH 3aKpbITh CBOM pa3syMm wid
BCEro, KpoMe MbICIM 00 3TOM TOHKOM CBEpKalolEM Kpac-
HBIM IUTaMEHEM B JIy4yaX yracalollero KocTpa KJIHHKE H TeTie
CTAAHYBILLEHCA BOKpPYT Hero BepéBkH. HoX... BepéBka...

Ilo nuuy Huka norexnu xarwm nota. OH YyBCTBOBaJI cebst
KaK-TO CTPaHHO, CJIOBHO KaKas-TO OTAE/JIbHAasl €ro 4acTh
MbITajach OCBOOOAUTLCA OT ero Tena. YacTb ero — Kak 6yaro
KHCTb PYKM — IbITajJIaCh ocBOOOANThCA. Eciiu eMy He yaacTt-
Csl IO CBOCMY X€JJAaHHIO COBHHYTb C MECTa HOX... YTO C €ro
KHCTBIO?

Huk usMeHun TakTuky. KHCTB... KHCTb... CBOOOIHaA...
IOTATUBAETCA A0 OCBEIIEHHON KOCTPOM IUtouianku. B Heko-
TOPBIX CHy4YasiX TeJO TOBUHYETCH MBICJICHHBIM IpPHKA3aM,
yaacTcs JIM Takoe ceifyac? Bor Bnepeau ¢popMupyeTcs 4To-T0
TyYMaHHO€, TOHKOe€... KacaeTcs HoXa. Tak 3HayHuT U Xeje3o
He cmnacaetr oT 3Toro! Huxk cocpemoroumwrcs. Kuctb, nars
MajblEB... YeThIpe Mnajiblia H OTBeAEHHBI B CTOPOHY 6OJib-
Lo mnasel; o6xBaThIBAIOT PYKOSTKY. M BoOT 3Ta cepoBartas
NMpHU3pavyHas KUCTb COMKHYJIaCh Ha PYKOSTH.

HTaK, y Hero ecTb KUCTb, HO KHUCTb HYXHO TNPHCOEAHHHTD
K pyKe, MHa4ye BCE 3T0 6eccMbiceHHo. Pyka... oH npeactaBui
cebe 3anscThe, pyky. M cHOBa BnepeaM 3aKiIyomics TyMaH,
CJIMBAsICh C KHCTBIO M APYTMM KOHLIOM Kacasich €ro Iuvieya.

Hy xe!

Hukorga mpexne OoH He KOHLEHTPHMPOBAJICS Ha KaKOM-
nu6o neicTBHMM ¢ TaKMM HanpsixXeHueM. JInMHHasg,
Ype3BhIYAHHO JMJIMHHasA «pyKa» M3 TyMaHa Hayajla MOIOTATH-
BaThcA K HeMy. OH NOJDKEH yAepXaTb e€... JoJIKEH!

Hux npepriBucto aviwan. Hazanx, maBait Ha3an... oH 4oia-
XeH MOATAIIMTb K cebe 3ToT Hox!

OHepruss Huka to npubpiBaza, To yobIBasa, U B TaKT 3TUM
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MPWIMBAM M OTJIMBAM MO 3eM/Ie MaJICHBKUMH PBIBKAMH CKOJIb-
31 KMHXa. BOT OH yXe NOKMHYJI OCBELIEHHYIO IUIOIIAIKY H
Tenepb MOTHXOHBKY NpUOMIKancs K HeMy'! Huk He owyiian
Tpuymda, TONbKO HEOOXOAMMOCTb JepXaTh M TAHYTh.

M BOT HOX 3aMep Yy €ro HOT, a ATHHHAasA MpU3payHas pyka,
cJIeTKa CBETSCh, NPOBHC/A KOMbIIAMH, CIOBHO OcCJlabsieHHas
BepéBKa. HUK Tak ycTan... Belb ycTaJIoOCTh NMOJXOOHOTO poxaa
OH HHMKOTAa MnpexXae He MCHBITHIBAJ, U Telepb OHA HAaBaJIM-
Jlach Ha Hero, cJoBHO nynoBble rHpu. Ho eciu oH nonnactes
e, OH noruo.

Hox HeoOxommMo mnogHsaTb! CBepHYBLIasCS KoOJ€YKaMHU
CyOCTaHUHA CTYCTWIACH, NIETVIM CIIWIMCH B GoJiee KpEenKylo U
BUIMMYIO KOJIOHHY, Ha BeplLIMHE KOTOpPOii Top4Yaja KHCTb,
yaepxuBawoiuas Hox. Beepx! Bcero ce6sa Huk Binoxun B 3ToT
NpHKa3.

KnnHok peiBKaMM nogHuMalics. OCTpHE yKOJI0JI0 KOJIEHO.
Hux npumoaHsii ero ewe Bhlllie K NepBOi CTATMBAIOLIEH ero
BepéBke. «Pexsn! — orman oH npukas. — Pexw!»

Jle3Bue IOBHUrasioch MemJieHHO, CIHIIKOM MeIJieHHo. OH
YyTh He MNoaNajJcA NaHUKEe, HO INIOTOM K HEMy BCE-TaKM
BEpHYJIOCh caMoob6ranaHue. XOTb U MEIVIEHHO, HO KIMHOK
BCe Xe JABHUTacH...

«Pexn!»

KnuHok cnaGo eno3uwn B3am-BHepéEA MO KPENKOH KOXe.
Ecin GBI TOIbKO pexylas KpoMKa 6bUIa JOCTaTOYHO OCTpOii!
He nymait 06 3TOM... He AyMaii HH O 4éM, KpOME OIHOIO...
pPeXb... pEXb... pEXb!

Ortpe3aHHBIN KOHEU peMHS ynaia K ero HoraM. M Tyt xe
KOJIOHHa M3 TyMaHa TOXe€ PYXHyJjia BHH3, a BCJIEA Ha Heil Ha
3eMJTI0 cBIWICS M KuHXa1. U3 nocneaunx cun Huk Havan
SIPOCTHO M3BHMBaThesd. [IyTHI cnanu, a oH, mepeBepHYBIIUCS,
ynajl roJloBoii Briepél, 3ambIXaBIUMCh M 6€3 cu.

OH moBepHyJ ro/IoBy M NMOMCKal InazamMu ABailoHa. Ho
I'eponpaa Ha nonsiHe Gonblie He 6pUTO0. Mexny yracaommmu
KOCTpaMH JieXasl oauH TonbKo HMK, a mepen coGoii B aToM
c/1aboM cBeTe OH YBHMIEN JIMIIb HCKPHBIEHHBIHA CWIY3T aepe-
BAHHOro KpecTa. M XoTd oH Gonbllie He ObUT NMpuBSA3aH K
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AepeBy, ONHAKO KHMCTH €ro eli€ ObUTH CBSI3aHbl, HOTH 3aTeK-
JI4, ¥ HEe OCTaBaJIoCh HUKAKMX CHI.

Kuctu... OH nomxeH ocBo6oauTh pyku. PsamoM nexan
HoxX. Huk, He BcraBasi, nocMoTpen Ha Hero. OH eww€ pa3
MOMNKITAICS CO34aTh NPU3payHyio0 KUcTb. Ho ciia, Kakoro 6bl
pona oHa HM ObUTa, yXe NMokKuHyna ero. Eciu oH M moMoXeT
cebe, TO JHMLIb C NMOMOIIBIO PUIHIECKUX CPEACTB.

OH c TpyaoM nepeBEpHYJICA W TOIMNOJ3 BMNEPEN, NMOKa He
OOTsAHY/CS Ko Hoxa. Kak-HMOynb 3aKpemnuTh €ro... HO €ro
JIAJIOHN coBceM OoHeMeJM. 3akpenuTbh! M3BHBasch Ha 3eme,
MOKPLITOI mpouutorogHei Jucteoii, HUK BecoM cobGcTBeH-
HOTIO Tejla BIAaBWI NOJIPYKOSITKM KHMHXalla B 3TOT NeperHoii.
PsinoM Haluéncs KaMeHb, ¥ OH, 60JIe3HEHHO MOplIach, CABH-
HYJI ero, JOCTATOYHO HaAE€XHO, KaK eMy ITI0KA3aJloCh, YKpPENHUB
KHHXa. BBepx-BHHU3 Boagwi Huk 3anacTeaMH, faxe He 3Has
HaBepHAKA, KAacaloTCs JIK MyThl OCTPOil KPOMKH JIE3BHS.

OH TaK M He ObUI B 3TOM YBEpPEH, NOKA €ro pyKH He yTalH
Ha 3eMJII0 M TOCTENIEeHHO He Hayajloch BOCCTAHABJIIMBATLCS
KpoBooOpallleHHe. 3aTeM OH NpPHUBCTaJl U TPHUCIOHWICA K
AepeBy, K KOTOpoMy Obut npuBsiZaH. HoX, BOTKHYTLIi B
3eMJIIO... OH U3 Xejie3a. Ha HerHylumxcs qepeBSHHbIX HOrax,
AepXach OQHOM omyxuiei pykoii 3a aepeBo, HUK HarHysncs u
MOAHS KMHXan. M3 nocleaHHUX CWI yaepXHUBasi ero, IoHolle
yaanoch 3aCyHyThb €ro 3a Mnosc.

3mech onacHo octaBaThcs. Mcnonb3yst AepeBo Kak onopy,
Huk oGorHyn ero, yxoas npo4yb OT cBeTa KocTpoB. OnHako
HOTH He CIylIaINCh €ro, B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT eMy Jaxe
MOKa3aJioch, YTO OH BOOOILlE He B COCTOSHMH MATH. KycThl...
TOJILKO Obl €My JoOpaThcsl 10 HHX...

Huxk ynpsiMmo xoBbusin Bnepéa. TaM, B TeMHOTE, BHAEJCA
Oonee rycroii KycrapHuK. HUK onycTWics Ha KOJIEHH, NIOTOM
ellé HiDKe, Ha XHUBOT, U MOMNO0J3, MPOTUCKUBASICh NO] 3aLUUTY
BETOK, NMOKa y HEro He KOYWIHCH IMOCJIECAHHE CHIBI.

HM omnamen He COH, a CKOpee YCTIOCTh TeNia, TaKas
6Ge3aMepHasi, YTO OH He MOT MOLIEBEIUTh AaXe PYKoOil, XOTs
MBIC/IM OCTABAJIUCh SICHBIMH.

OH elué He Mor OCO3HaTh, YTo Xe caenan. C MexaHHKOM-
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TO BCE SCHO: OH NMOATALUWI KMHXan M paspesan peMHH. Ho
KaKMM 06pa3oM eMy yAaJioch 3TO COBEpLIHTH?

Cy1uecTBy10T He3blbieMble 3aKOHBI pupoabl. Ecin BcrioM-
HHMTb, YEMY €r0 YYWIH B POAHOM MMpe, TO CACJIAaHHOE HM
npocro HeBo3MoxHo. Ho 3mech, moxoxe, Te 3aKOHBI He
neicTByloT. ['eposba roBopw o TpéX BUAax cBoboarl. Ceroa-
HA HUK Hcrosib3oBa olHY M3 HUX, YTOOBI JOOUTBCS ApYTOH,
XOTA MOT Obl MOKJISICTBCA, YTO TAKUM OOpa3oM 3TOI0 HEJb3sd
chenaTh.

Huxk 3axpsu1 ra3a. He nyMaTe... nepectaHb YAMBIATECA H
pasMBIILIATE. 3a6bITh 060 BcéM. HyxHo paccnaburhes, He
IyMaTbh, HH Ha 4€M HE COCpPelOTOYMBAThCs, HHUYEro He He-
JIaTh...

Bosb NMOTHMXOHBKY CTHXaja, paHbl 3aXHUBYT. 3J10, CTOJb
O6GWIbHO HaxXNbIHYBUIEE Clofia, YIUIO. 3eMJIsd MOoA HUM cJierka
noaanach, NMPUHHMas €ro HuIBlllee Teslo, YyOalOKMBasg ero.
Cy4k M JIMCTOYKM CJIerka KacajluiCh 3allpOKMHYTOro JHua
Huka, ocBexas ero CBOMM YMCTHIM apoMaToM. OH ciwics ¢
3eMJI€N, ¢ KycTapHUKOM... OH B 6e30MacHOCTH... B ybexu-
ie... K HeMy HakoHel ITpHLIEN COH, IMIIEHHBIH CHOBUIEHHUI.

IIpocHysicsi OH He cpa3y, He KaK 4eJIoBeK, pa3GyXeHHBbIH
YyBCTBOM TpeBorH. K HeMy Mel/IEeHHO BO3BpalllajIoOCh OlIfy-
LIEHHE peaJlbHOCTH, COH IOCTereHHOo mnokuaan ero. OH
CHbIlIaJT HETPOMKOE lIebeTaHMe NMTHL, LIyplLIaHWE BETOK...

Huk orkpput masza. Han HMM NOKaYUBaJIUCh JIUCThA,
coBceM OJIM3KO OT HEero, U KOHYMKHM HEKOTODBIX M3 HMX
HEXHO KacajlHch ero auua. HUK Hayan BClOMHHaTh, KAKHUM
obpa3oM oKka3ajicd OH 37ech. JleHb ObLT yke B cCaMOM pasrape.

Ero Teno HBpUIO OT 0OJM, 3aTEKIIME MBIILBI JIOMHWIO,
3aMAacThbd NPSIMO-TaKH HECTEPNMMO XIJIO, U BCE Xe OH YyB-
CTBOBaJI cebs YynecHO, OOHOBJIEHHO, CJIOBHO PaHHI €ro Teja
HU4Yero He 3Ha4YyWwiM Gonslie. M OH mpomoskan HacnaxaaTbca
HEMOABYDKHOCTBIO.

Ho 3710 6bUIO He TO YYBCTBO INOKOS M 6€30MacHOCTH,
KOTOpoe OXBaTWio ero Ha ¢epme. OHO ObUIO YYXABIM, HO
IpPYXeCKUM, CJIOBHO €My pa3pelllW¥ NepellardyTh 3a AOpOr
IBepH, BedylleH B HOBYIO U COBEPLIEHHO HHYIO XU3Hb.
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CHoBa npoOyaWwINCh rojiog M XaxXna, MPUHYXIasd ero K
KaKUM-HUOynp neicTBusAM. HHK ¢ OrpOMHBIM TpyAOM BbI-
MOJ3 U3 CBOETO YKPBITHSA: PYKH €ro Bcé ellé ObUTH OITYXLIHMH,
3aMsACTbA KPOBOTOYWIH. Pyueil Bpome 6b1 Haxoawicsd B TOM
CTOpOHE.

ITowarsiBasick, OH No6pén Brnepén. Ha monsaHe, 3aauToi
COJIHEeYHBIMH JIyYaMH, YEPHENH TIOracluie KOCTphI, pSAAOM
BULUIMCD OBa KMHXaJa, HIeCT ¢ KpectoM. HUkK npoiuén MuMo
BaJIyHa, Ha KOTOPOM CHIeNa ra XEeHLUIWHA, U OMyCTWICA Ha
KoJIeHH Y pyubs. [loToM 7€r, oKyHasd JMLO B BOIY, XalHO
IJIOTas BJIary, NorpyXxasi KMCTH M 3aIiiCTbl B NPOXJIATHYIO
XMIKOCTb, OT Yero CHOBa 3aHBUIM Bce paHbl. U coHHoe
YOOBJIETBOPEHHE YJIETYYMIOCE.

Cyns nmo noJjIoXeHHUIO COJIHLIA, ceifyac JODKeH OBIThH MOJI-
neHb, peurmn Huk. CMoxeT JIM OH HAWTH MyTh O6paTHO K
neuepe? U vyt s ero? Yierenau Ju JeTaioluide Tapeaxku?

OrnsageBuinch, HUK He 3aMeTWI HMKAKMX JOKA3aTeJILCTB,
YTO KTO-HMOyab NMOGBIBAJ B JIarepe mnocje Toro, Kak 6poasaru
NMOKUHYNIH ero. OH cobpan ocTajlibHble KMHXAJIbI, HE TPOHYB
urect ¢ xpecroM. IIoToM Hayan MeaJieHHO TOBOpaYMBaThCA,
NBITasICh OMNpPENEJINTh, OTKYda Xe €ro NpHBEJH CloJa, HO B
3aMellaTe/IbCTBE OCTaAHOBWICH.

HepeBbst OTIMYHO CKPOIOT €ro OT JI00Oro OXOTHHKA, HO
Belb B 3TOM JieCy OOMTAIOT BeChMa CTpaHHble cyliecTBa. He
JIyqile JIM B3STh pyded B KadyecTBE NPOBOAHMKA... TOJLKO
Kyna oH BbiBedeT? Hackonbko OH 3HaJl, HHKaKOro pydYbs
BOJMM3H HX Nelllepbl He npoTekano. U oH rononeH...

Bo3MoxHocTb NOMMaTh prIGy B pyube MOCTYXWIa INTaBHOH
TNIPUYUHON €ro pelleHUs OTIPAaBUTLCA B MYTh BIOJb HETrO.
OnHako KakuM obpa3oM oH 3To caenaet, Huk He uMen HHU
MaJjieiillero noHATHA. BrnipodyeM, coBceM ckopo OH oGHapy-
XKW1 KyCTbl, TYCTO YChITaHHbIE SATOJaMH.

IIpu ero npHOGMIDKEHHM C HHUX HMCIYTAaHHO BCIOPXHYIH
NITHLBI, HO TIOTOM BO3BPAaTWINCh YU BHOBb NPHHSUIHCH CKIE-
BLIBaTh ypoxail. HUK XanHo HabHpan NonHbie NPHUIOpLIHH
3TH CIeJbIX Arof U 6poca MX B POT, TaK YTO JIaJOHH BCKOpE
CTaJIH TEMHBIMHM OT coKa. UEpHasi cMOpOIMHA, peLIWI OH, H

249



ouyeHb rycrasg. OH oGomENn KycT, CpuIBasi SATOABI M TYT Xe
noegas MX, KOTAAa HEOXMIAHHO ycibllman cormeHue. UyTs
Jajiblile, B CaMOM LIEHTpe sAroaHoro u3obwinsi, Hux yBuaen
OrpOMHYIO KOpPMYHEBYIO TYLIY MeIBeAs, NOJHOCTBIO IOIJIO-
mEHHOro noenaHueM groa. Ecau Tonbko 310 6612 MEnBEnb.
Hux cTpeMHUTENILHO HBIPHYJI B CTOpPOHY. OH OyneT nepXarbcs
3TOro Kpas KycToB, a oOMTaTesb jieca IycTh OymeT y Toro.

OnHako, oTcTynasi, HUK B3ApOrHys oT BHE3aITHOTO pe3Ko-
ro KpMKa ¥ OTNIpBIrHyJ1 Ha3ad. Ilepenq HUM, B ApOCTH H SIBHO
HCIYTaHHBIN CTOSI...

Huk TonKO MOPrHYJI, KOIZa 3TO CYLIECTBO CTPEJIOi yHec-
JIoch MpoYb U CKPBUIOCH B BbICOKOH TpaBe. OH He chenaji U
1iara Bcjield, OH AaXe He ObUI yBepeH, YTO eMy XoudeTcs ellé
Pa3 yBHAETb CO3aHHME, KOTOPOE TOJbKO YTO CTOSUIO Iepen
HHUM.

OaHako B JOKA3aTeJbCTBO TOIO, YTO OH AEHCTBHUTENBLHO
BHEJI ero, psIoM ¢ KYCTOM OCTajioch JiyKowko. Huk Hakio-
HWICS ¥ NOQHsU ero. CoBceM KpOXOTHOE — OH CMOT INPOCYHYTh
NoJ Ppy4yKy BCero JBa Najiblia — H OYeHb KpacHBOeE, CIUIETEH-
HO€ M3 IBYX COPTOB BBICYLIEHHOI TpaBbl.

HHMK OCTOpPOXHO CJIOXWI OGpaTHO BLIMAaBLUME M3 HETO
sirobl ¥ J06aBIWI €€, YTOOLI 3aNOJIHMTD JIYKOWIKO JOBEPXY.
3areM OH IOCMOTpPEN B TY CTOPOHY, Ili€ HcYe3 B TpaBe €ro
HETOAYIOLIMH BJafiesiel, M MOCTaBWI JIYKOMIKO Ha MpexHee
MECTO Ha 3eMJIIO, HaZAesAChb, YTO TOT 3TO BCE BHUOMT.

— MHe ouYeHB Xalb, — NPOrOBOPWI OH LUEMOTOM, He
3abbIBasi 0 MeaBele.

[ToToM, He orsAbIBasiCh, YTOOLI y3HATh, PHCKHET JIH TO
CYLIECTBO BbIOpaThCcA M3 CBOEIO YKphITHSI, HHK peluTebHO
HanpaBwics Aajiblue. Ero neppoHavanbHoe H3yMJIEHHE IpO-
uo. Bukapuiit Beap roBopmi, 4YTo 3[€Ch OXHBAIOT JIETCHIBI.
XoauT MHOXECTBO paccKa3oB O HACTOSIIEM <«MaJIEeHbKOM
Hapofale» — 3jib¢dax H THOMax — XOTS MPHUHATO CYUTATh, YTO
NOCJCAHUE XMBYT IOJA 3eMJIEH M AODKHBI MCKaTh B laxTax
COKpOBH1IIa, KaxXercs, Tak?

Huxk Gonbuie He coMHeBajcsd, YTO BHAEA KPOLIEYHOIO
YyesioBeYKa, CYLUECTBO, HMeBllee 4YeJOBeYeCKU oOnuK, B
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3eJIeHO-KOPHYHEBOM ISITHHUCTOM onexae, KoTopas XOJDKHA
OblIa XOpOWIO CKPBIBATH €ro B Jjiecy. M yX, KOHEYHO, 3TOT
YyesloBeYeK He Oojiee CTpaHEH, YeM BCE OCTAJIbHOE, YTO OH
BHIEN 3A€Ch.

I'HoMBl, 31b(BI... KaK XaJIb, YTO OH TAK MAJIO 3HAET O HHX.
HyxHo 6bU10 6b1 XOPOLIEHBKO U3YYMTh CTapble CKa3KM, Ipe-
Xae 4eM pHUHYTbCS B NPHUKIIOYEHHS B 3TOT Mup. IIpaB am
Xapnerr, yreepxaas, yro Hapoa ¢ XonMoB KakuM-1o obpa-
30M MOr NPOHMKATh B MMp Huka B npouuioM, BO3MOXHO
Jaxe, OTIpaBJIeHHbIH B M3rHaHHWE, H 3TO MOCIYXWIO TOH
GnarogaTHO# NMOYBO, HA KOTOpPOii OYpHO NMPOU3POCIIN BCE TE
cKa3ouHble JereHanl? HekoTophle H3 CKa304YHBIX CYLIECTB
OpuIH IpyXemoOHbIMM, Xak npunoMHun Hux. Ho monana-
JIMCh M [pYTHEe — YyXacHble 3/1ble BeAbMbI, BEJHKaHbI,
Jogoenbl, APaKOHHI...

Sroabl Gojblile He KAa3aJIMCh TAKMMH claakuMu. OH ocTa-
BIWI ATOJHUK U HaINpaBWICS Briepén BOOJb py4bs. Ho Tenepn
JIOHOLIa BHUMATeJIbHO IJIsAeN] NMOA HOIM meped coboil U mo
cropoHaM. Kt1o 3a HuM ciaeautr? Huk Ge3oOuaeH, omHako
3HAIoT Ji 06 3ToM OHHM? U 31ech MOryT MoOJIH30CTH OKA3aTh-
cA M Opyrde OponmsArM, Bpole Toil Mep3Koi KOMIIaHUM, OT
KOTOpOii eMy yaanoch coexarb. OH ObL1 YBEpPEH, YTO OHU —
Bparn Hapony ¢ XonmoB, u cMoxeT a1 Hapon ¢ XonmoB B
CBOI0 odYepelb OTIMYMTb O6e300MIHOro 6poasAry OT 3JI0To
Pa36oifHHKa, KOTOPOTO HYXHO omacaThcs?

OH Hazesics, YTO Bce OHH MMEIOT TaKylo Xe 3alUUTy, KaK
H l'eposnba. OH YyBCTBOBaJI K 3TOMY Y€JIOBEUKY M €ro IUieMe-
HM CWIbHYIO cuMnaruio. 'eponna... Kyma mcues Houblo
AsanoH? U noyemy oH ocraun Huka? Xora oH M nan
aMepHKaHIly COBET, KaK JOOUTbCs cBOGOABI, OH MOKUHYJI €ro.
A Moxer, Temepb Y Huka mosBWwINCh YMEHHME M 3HaHMA,
KOTOpbI€ €ro CIyTHHUKH CMOTYT HCIOJb30BaThCA IJIA CBOEH
3alUMThI?

Huk MelieHHO TOBEpHYJCS, IBITasACh Pa3risgeTh XOTb
YTO-HHAYIb, YTO MOXHO ObUIO ObI HCMONBL30OBATh B KAYECTBE
opueHTHpa. OH XOTeN BEPHYTLCA B Ielliepy H pacckKa3aTh O
CBOMX NpHKmoYeHUsx. OHU AO/DKHBI TOBEPHUTh eMy! YX
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KOHEYHO, Iocje TOro, Kak OHHM CTIKMBAINCh 30eCh CO
CTOJIBKMMM HEBO3MOXHBIMH BelllaMH, TO, YTO OH PacCKaXeT,
He MOKAXETCSH COBEPLICHHO HEBEPOSTHBIM.

Kaxercs, cnenyet noBepHyTh HaseBo. Y niec B To# cropo-
He, MoxoXe, MeHee rycroii. EclIM mnoiiTH HampsIMHK... OH
pelIUTEeNIbHO ABUHYJICS Bnepén.

Ilo nyTh eMy BCTpeTHIOCH €€ HECKOJILKO OJAHMHOKO pOC-
LIIUX CMOPOAMHOBBIX KYCTOB, H OH Ha XOAy COpBaJl HECKOJIbKO
sron. Ho xorma OH OOCTMr nOepeBbeB, ATOALI IEepecTad
ronagathcsi, U OH NOCMELIWI Jajblie, MbITasich M30aBUTLCS
OT OlLUYIIEeHUs, YTO 3a HUM CJIedsT, YTO BOT-BOT Mepel HUM
BO3HHKHET JIECOBHK B CONPOBOXIECHUH HEBHIAHHBIX 3Bepeid.
Ho ecnu 3a HukoM M crnenoBana HeBMOIMMasih KOMIIAHHUSA, TO
OHH, HaBepHOE, pelIMIM He TporaTb aMepukaHua. M on
CHOBa OTBAXWICA BBIITH Ha Tpomy, rae TO TYT, TO TaM
BUOHEJUCh CJIeABI OJIEHEH, KOoTopasd TSHyJach B HYXHYIO
Huxy cropony. Tak, 3HaYUT, CBEpHYB CIOoAa, OH NpPaBWILHO
TOCTYTIMII.

Huk Bblllen Ha omyuwky yxe K Bedepy. OH 3aMep Ha
HECKOJILKO CEKYHI, M3y4dasi, He BUAHO JIH B HeGe JIeTalOLIUX
Tapenok. MznaBag rpoMkue KpHKH, B BBILIMHE HOCHJIACH
CBepKalolias SpKHM ONepeHUEeM CTafd OrpoMHBIX NTHU. OHM
KPYXWINCh HaJl paBHHUHOMN, pe3KO HBIpPSIS BHM3 H BHOBb
TIOOJHUMASCh.

Kazanoch, OHM cOBepLIAlOT OAMH KpYT 3a APYTMM Haj
KaKMM-TO npeaMeroM. Huk 61aropasyMHoO cnipsitajicsi B yK-
PLITUM U NpoJoDKun HabmioneHue. Ho xoTsA conHue sApko
CBETWIO, OH HHYEro He MOT YBHOETb...

Wnn mor? Pa3Be BOH TaM He BO3HOCHUTCH YTO-TO B He6o,
nono6Ho GauiHsIM yymHoro ropoaa? Bor Tompko 3mech 31O
ObUTO M3 Ype3BBIYAHHO NMPO3payHoii CyOCTaHLIMHU, NpaKTHYeC-
KU HeBuaumoe.. Yem Gonpile Hux HabGmionan 3a mruuamw,
TeM Oosblile yGexnaics, Yro 3TO Tak.

A TIOTOM CTast BLICTPOWJIACh B MPAMYIO JIMHHUIO H, CITyCKa-
sich K 3eMJIe, NITHLBI McYe3all M3 BHAY OJHa 3a APYIOif KakK
pa3 TaM, rae, Kaxk 6put yoexnéH HMK, BO3BHILUIAIOCH TAHH-
CTBEHHOE CTpOECHHUE.
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M TyT OH M3yMA€HHO npoTép mas3a. OHO... OHO CTAHOBH-~
JIoch Bc€ OoJsiee BUOIMMBIM. balllHM — MmoxoXHe Ha Te, YTO B
roponae, — HO TIOMEHBLIIE, U 3[eCh X OBLUIO BCEro HECKOJIBKO.
OHM TepAIM CBOIO NMPO3PavYHOCTh, NMpHOOpeTas TBEPAOCTL. U
Ternepb OH YBUIOE] HEYTO MOX0OXee Ha CpeHEBEKOBbIH 3aMOK,
OKPYXEHHBIH CTEeHaMHU M GallHSIMH.

I'naea deéenadyamasn

C BHAY 3aMOK TeTiepb Ka3ajicd aGCOJIIOTHO TBEPIALIM, He
XBaTaJIo TOJBKO TOro 6JiecTAlIero MHOTOLBEThI ropoga. Ha
€ro CTeHaX He Urpajii paayXHble OJIMKH, B HeGe He CBepKau
BbICOKMe GallHH. 3aMOK GbLT IrpA3HO-6€JI0ro 1BETa, CJIOBHO
BbICEYEHHBII U3 NIPUPOIHOrO KaMHA.

Huxk 3aMeTHs1 TaM KaKoe-TO OBIDKEHHE, H 3TO OBUIH He
nTulbl. YacTs cTeHBI, 0OpallléHHast K HEMY, MelJIEHHO OITyC-
Kajach, CJOBHO 3aMOK Obl1 OKpYXEH pBoM. Ilo Hemy
NMpOCKaKaiu obJady€HHbIE B sIpKUE OfeXObl BCAAHUKH.

Brniepenu Bcex ckakan I'eponba. HUK MrHOBEHHO OIo3Han
ero rail. 3a HUM — ell€ 4YeTBepo, TOXe Ha JIeTaloLIMX
CKaKyHax, pa36uBlIKNCh Ha napbl. Ha HuX 6bUTH IUTa1M TOYHO
TaKOro Xe IOLIMBA, YTO M Ha [eponbie, TONbKO 3€JIEHOTO
uBeta. U y xaxmoro Ha rpyad ObpUla BHILIMTA KaKasi-TO
3Mb6neMa, Ho HUK He cMOr pasjiMYuTh MX H3IajeKa.

Kaszanoch, YTO KOHHU €4yT CIIOKOHHO U MEAJIEKHO, OJJHAKO
BIleYaT/IeHHe 0Ka3aJoCh OOMaHYMBBIM, TOTOMY YTO OHH ObIC-
Tpo npubmokamuck K Huky. OH U He mbiTalicd TeNepb
CKDBITb CBOE NPUCYTCTBHE, 3HAsA HaBEpHsKa, YTO €My HUYTO
He yrpoxaeT. M eMy 3axoTenoch KaK MOXHO 0oJibliie y3HATh
06 3TOoif KOMINAaHHUM U 3araJOYHOM — TO BHAHWMOM, TO HEBU-
JIUMOM — 3aMKe.

OnHako I'eponba ¥ ero CIyTHHKU He obpaiiann Ha Huxka
HHMKakoro BHUMaHuss. OHHM CKakajiM, YCTPEMHUB B3IVIAL BIIE-
PEN M He NeperopapuBasich Mexay coboii. Mx nuia uuvero He
Bhipaxanu. Ho xoraa oHu noavexanu no6nuxe, Huk ysunen,
YTO y OBOHMX BOJIOCHI HUCMAAAlOT Ha IUIeYH, MU OOHA M3
BcagHUL — Purta. UX CiyTHMKH He MOXOAWIHN B TOYHOCTH Ha
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leponnna, U, BO3MOXHO, TOXe KOrAa-To ObUIHM JIIOObMM, KaK
M 3Ta aHIIMYaHKAa.

Tenepp Huky ymanoch pa3rmisaeTb BBIIIMTHIE 307I0TOM H
cepe6poM y30pbl Ha HMX IUlamiax. Kaxaeiii U3 HHUX NpeAcTaB-
JIsU1 co6oli BeTBb KAKOTO-HHUOYAb iepeBa. Y NepBOro MyX4MHBI,
HECOMHEHHO, ObUT BBILIMT OAyO — OYeHb TIIATEJIbHO Npopa-
OOTaHHbIE JIUCTbS M 30/10Thle XEmyau. C HUM pAOOM CKakana
Pura c BbILUMBKOH $670HEBOH BETKM Ha rpyaMm. PacreHus,
M306paXEHHbIE HA IUIAlaX BTOPOii Mapsl, yChIMaHHbIE cepeb-
pHcTO-0enbiMU LBeTaMHM, HUK He y3Ha.

Hx npoasickeHne 6bUI0 aGCOMIOTHO OECUTYyMHBIM, MIOTOMY
YTO JIanbl MX KOHEH He M3AaBald HM 3ByKa. OHM CKakKaJH
CJIOBHO BO CHe, IVIfidsl BNEpEX.

ITonavany Huky 3axoTesoch OCTAHOBHTh BCAAHUKOB, O~
HaKO Y HHMX OBUI Tako# OTpell€HHBbIN BHA, YTO IOHOLIA,
OXBaYeHHbII O/IaroroBeHHEM, OCTAJICSd HEMMOABILDKHBIM H TOJILKO
MoOJT4a IPOBOXaJl HMX IVIa3aMH.

Ilepen caMbIM JlecOM HX AJIMHHOHOTHE CKAKyHbl Hadaiu
MOAHMMATLCA B BO3YX, H CJIOBHO KEM-TO ObUI NOJAH CHUTHAJ,
M HaJg HUMM 3aKpyXWIH IBE€ OIPOMHbIE NTHLLI C OeIbIMU
KpbulbAMH. ClieslaB Hajll BcafHMKAMH ABa Kpyra, OHH ycTpe-
MWINCH BIIEpEN.

Korma BcanHMKM CKpbUIMCh M3 Buay, HUK BHOBbL moBep-
HyJIcSl JIMLOM K 3aMKY, CJIOBHO OXHAas, YTO TOT MCYE3HeT.
Ho xpenocTb B cyMepe4HOM CBETE 3aKaTa Ka3ajach JaxXe elué
6onee TBEPAOH, YeM A0 3Toro. TonbKo MpoéM B CTEHE CHOBa
GbLU1 3aKpHIT MOCTOM.

Huka pas6bupano mob6onsrrctBo. He nopoitty a4 mo6nu-
xe? HuK npucen Ha KOPTOYKH, BCE CBOEé BHMMaHHe oOpaTHB
Ha 3aMoK. HacTosuuii im oH, win Her? Onupasch Teneps Ha
cob6CTBEHHBIN onblT, HUK He NpyMHMMan Ha Bepy HHYEro, He
HMMes BECKMX NO0Ka3aTeJbCTB. TaK NoJoiTH eMy M NpOBEPUTH?

— Huxkonac!

I'pomMxuit wiEnor pa3bwn KoJMOBCKHE Yaphl, HCKYLIABLIHE
ero. He ycnena ero rosiopa moBepHYTbCSI K KYCTapHHKY,
OTKYAa AOHECCA 3TOT LUEMOT, KaK pyKa yXe MOKOWIach Ha
PYKOATH KMHXaJla Ha Iosce.
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— Kr1o 3mech! — HHK BBIXBaTWI KHMHXaJ, TOTOBBIH K
CpaXeHHIO, XOTA HHU pa3y ell€ B CBoci XM3HH OH HE NOAHH-
MaJl OpyXHe Ha APYTOoro 4eJOBeKa.

OcTopoxHO npunogHsUlach BeTka, U Huk yBuaen cpeam
3eJIEHOM JIMCTBHI JIMLO BUKapuiA. HUK ¢ oGeryeHueM CyHY
OpyXHe 3a N0sC, NOTOM BBICKOJNB3HY/I M3 CBOETO YKPHITHSA H
Yyepe3 MHHYTY mpeicTan nepea XamieTroM U KpokkepoM.

— Kak Bbl Hauuvtm MeHs?

— I'me b1 ObLA?

O6a Bomnpoca GbUTH IIPOHU3HECEHBI OAHOBPEMEHHO, OIHAKO
Bonpoc Kpokkepa npo3sBydyan rpoMue U ¢ THEBOM.

Ho tyr BuKapmii pykoii oOxBatun mpearvieyse Huxa u
o6Goapdiolle NMOXJIonaj ero.

— Kakoe cuactne, Moif Manpuyuk. Tol B Ge3onacHocTH!

— B naHHblit MOMeHT, — 3aMeTun Huk. — Eciu Tombko
XOTb KTO-HHOYIbh MOXET OBITH B 6€30IMaCHOCTH 34€ECH.

TeM BpeMeHeM cMepKayoch Tak 6bIcTpo, Kak HuK HHKak
He npeanonaraa. bpocus B3man BBepx, IOHOIIA YBHAET Or-
pOMHOe 00naKo, a BOaJIEKe CBEPKHY/JIAa MOJIHHUS M BCKOpe

'IOHECCA TPoOXOT IpoMma.

— Yro ¢ To60ii cayymnocs? — CHOBa arpecCHMBHO IOTpe-
6oBan orBeTa Kpokkep.

— MeHs cxBaTWIH... KaKHe-To 6poasaru... — HUK xopoTko
NoBeJaJl UM O CBOMX NPHMKTIOYECHUSIX, HEMHOTO NpHYyKpalln-
Basi co6bITHA. Ecnu 6b1 OH BCTpeTWICA ¢ OOHHM BHKAapHeEM,
TO, HaBepHOE, paccka3zas 651 ¥ nonoapo6Hee. OQHAKO MpeAbI-
ZOyliee oOlIeHHUE € IETYMKOM He pacloiarajo K OTKpOBEHHSIM.
Huk He mpuHsan npemnoxenue [eponbaa, ogHako IOHOLIA
ObUT YOeXIEH, YTO TENEph OH yXE HE COBCEM TOT 4YeJIOBEK,
KaKMM ObUT paHblle, B CBOEM pogHoM Mupe. U ecnu aHIIH-
YyaHaM 3TO HM3MEHEHHe TIOKAXEeTCA BHYLIAOIIMM YTpo3y M
IOCTaTOYHbIM OCHOBaHHMEM, YTOOBI U3THATh €r0 M3 MX IPYyI-
Nbl, TO HE CJefoBalo AaBaThb KPOKKepy XOpollMii NMOBOZ
n36aBuThess oT Huka.

Bropoii pa3 1o HMX HOHECCS TPOXOT rpoma, yxe Oamxe.

— Hano nomnckars yxpoitHe, — 3aMeTw1 X3MJIETT. —
Ipubamxaerca Gyp4.
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— Bon tamM? — Kpokxep yka3zan Ha 3aMOK. XOTS OT CTEH
He OTpaXayicd HUKAaKOH CBET, TO TYT, TO TaM MeXAY GalrtHaMHU
BCIBIXMBAJIH MCKOPKH, KaK OyATO 3a OKHaMM 3aXXHTajlHUCh
JIaMIIBbI.

Huxk cnpocun cebsi, BHOEIH JH OHM, KaK 3TOT 3aMOK
MaTepHAJIM30BAICA B pa3peXeHHOM Bo3ayxe. M XoTsa oH
cropaj oT JoGONBITCTBA, €ro TAHY/IO C 3TOMY 3aMKY OTHIONb
He ¢ TaKOH CWIOH, KaK K ropoay.

— Jlymalo, Mbl ycrieeM mo6paTbhcsl 4O OOHOI HM3BECTHOM
MHe HOpBI, TIpexXae 4YeM Ha4HETCd Aoxab, — X3IUIETT He
o6paTW1 HMKaKoro BHMMaHHMA Ha Bornpoc Kpokkepa. — Ho
HYXHO OTIIPaBJISITLCA HEMENJIEHHO.

U nMeHHO OH, a He NMWIOT, NMOBEJ MX, U OHH NPUHSUTHCH
MpPOAHPAThCH CKBO3b 3apOC/IM KyCTapHHKA, JBHMrasch Ha 3a-
nag no omnyuike jeca. Ho mpexae yeM oHU mobpanuch oo
HOpHI, ¢ Heba yTaiy nepBble KAIUTH DOXASA M I'POMKO 3abapa-
GaHWwIM Mo 3eMmIie.

MHoro Boasl yTEKIO € TeX MOpP, KaK Ha 3eMJII0 PYXHYJO
OJIHO THTAaHTCKOE JepeBO, U Ha €ro BLIBEPHYTHIX KOPHAX yXe
ycresa BbIpaCTH TpaBa. Pa3nBUHYB 3e€JE€HBIN 3aHaBec, OHHM
CMODJIM CIIpSTAaTbcsl B 3TOM YKDOMHOM MecTe, TOe MecTa
XBaTWIO KaK pa3 AJis TPOMX, XOTA MM MpHULUIOCH CHAETb,
TECHO NpIKaBIIKMChH APYT K APYTY.

OTaenbHbIE KAIUTH BCE X€ JOCTHTAIM MX, HO KaK Obl TO HH
6bL10, a OHM HaxoqWIHCh B YKpbITUH. He ycnenu oHM ycTpo-
UTbCSl B Hope, KaK Kpokkep cHoBa BepHY/ICS K CBOHM
paccrpocam:

— Hrak, Te6s noiMaiu.. xro?

Huk xak Mor onucan 3tux 6poxasar. Ilapy pa3 Bukapuii
MpephIBan €ro, xenasa 6onee noapoGHOro pacckasa, IIaBHBIM
oGpa3oM, korna Huk pacckassiBan o MoHaxe. Ho korma Huk
OIMHUCBIBAJI YYIOBHIL, OCAXIABIIMUX JIarepb, OH NMOYYBCTBOBAJI,
kak Kpokkep samesenmics.

— 3Mes ¢ rofoBol xeHIUHbI? TBapb ¢ COBHHOI ronoBoit?
H THI AyMaellb, YTO MBL...

— Jlamus... 1 AHapac, — nepe6un ero BUKapHiA.

— Kro-k10? — BOMHCTBeHHO mpou3Héc Kpokkep.
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— JlaMua — neMOH-3MesI — XOpOlIO M3BECTHA B IpeBHE
nepkoBHoi Mudonornu. 1 Annpac...

Teneps HacTana oyepeab Huka nepe6uth BUKapus.

— HWMeHHO mak Ha3Bal MOHax ero — o KpaifHeil Mepe
npo3By4Yasio Tak!

— AHapac, BeJMKHI KHA3b npencnonﬂeu Tex, KoMy OH
071aroBOJIMT, OH YYMT yOMBaTh BparoB, Oydb TO Xo3f€Ba WIH
cayru. B apMuM NpoxiSThIX AyUl MOA €ro KOMaHAOBaHHEM
TPHUILATH JIETHOHOB ThMbI, — Ka3aJIOCh, YTO BUKAPHIi YUTAET
Kakoe-To opHLHATbHOE COOOIlIeHHE.

— OpnHako Bbl Bellb HE BepUTe B... — MOMBITAICSH OBLIO
Bo3pa3uth Kpokkep, HoO cHOBa BHUKapuii nepeGwi ero:

— Ja, 4, Kak 1 BH, bappu, He Bepio. BripoyeM, ecnn ObI
KTO-JIM00 MOBepWI B KHA3A NpeHCIoAHeil AHOpaca U B TO,
yro Jlamus sBisgercs, 4YTo6bl pa3gaBUTh 4YblO-HUOYAbL OylIy
CBOMM 3MEHHBIM TEJIOM, TO pa3Be 31€Ch HE CaMoe MOAXOnsi-
1llee MECTO I HX IMOSABICHHA?

Huxk ynoBw1 3Ty MbICIb.

— BrI uMeeTe B BUAY... T€ KOLIMaphl, B KOTOpPLIE YeJIOBEK
BEPHT, PeajibHO CYLUECTBYIOT 3deCh?

— S npumén x TakoMy BriBoay. M ecnin amo Taxk, To 30ech
00s13aTeIbHO OOJDKHBI ObITh M IPOTHBOIIOJIOXHBIE CWIBI —
CWIBI fo6pa — M OHM [IOJDKHBI KaK-TO NMpOSIRNATEH ce6sa. Ho
YeJIOBEKY Jierde NMOBEPUTh B PEaIbHOCTD 3J/1a, YeM B aGCOJIOT-
Hoe 100po. DTO MpOKIATHE, KOTOpOoe Mbl HecéM B cebe mo
caMoii cMmepTH. Ins Tex HecyacTHBIX 3[€Ch — ali, HO OHH
CaMH CO30aJii €ero.

— OT1H 6poasaru caMu 1o cebe 6LUTH BOILUIOLIEHHEM 3712, —
Huk ynorpe6mn BhlpaxeHHe, KOTOpOe BpSA JIM NPULLUIO Obl
€My B IOJIOBY B €ro pogHoM MHpe. — Bpl He Bumenu mx. Ta
XeHIIHMHA... OHa ObUIA... HY, BOT €€-TO BIIOJIHE MOXHO Ha-
3BaTh XeHIIMHON-neMOHOM. 1 MoHax — daHaTHK, eMy GBI
€PETHKOB CXUIaTh B PeJIMTHO3HOM 3KcTa3de. M octanbHbpie —
B Hallle BpeMsl OHM ObUIM Obl YJIWYHBIMHM TpaGHTENIMH —
pas3BieKaloTcs, U3buBas JMoaei.

— CsaToit oteu, — Kasanoch, Kpokkep He CTONBKO
CJIy1IaJi, CKOJIBKO 6BUT MOMIOLIEH CBOMMH MbICAsIMH. — Ecin
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OHH AYMAJIH, YTO BHAE/IM YyJOBHLI U ZEMOHOB, H 3TO BO3HHU-
KJIO Ha caMOM Jejie, Bbl MoJjiaraete, Mbl TOXE MoOXeM
BooOpa3uTh cebe nogobHoe?

— BecbsMa BeposaTHo. Ho MBI M3 pa3HbIx cronermii. Haun
JEeMOHBI He pOXIEeHBl TEMH CyeBepHSIMH, KOTOPHIMH OBUIH
OXBayeHbI T€ JIIOAM, — OHHM, MOXHO CKa3aThb, Oe3THYHOCT-
Hble. U xoTd HamM cwibl 31a 6e3THYHOCTHBIE, HO OHHU He
MeHee MOTYLIECTBEHHBIE OT 3Toro. Mul Gosblile He npenaEM
aHadeMe CaTraHy M ero sMHccapoB. MbI TrOBOPHM O I'PEXOB-
HOCTM HalMi, BOWH, NMPOMBILUIJICHHOCTH, ¢aHaTU3Ma.
BeanuYHOCTHEIE 1EMOHBI, €CTH XOTHTE. MBI TOBODHM O «HHX»,
KaK O TeX, KTO OTBETCTBEHEH 3a To /MO0 gpyroe 31m0. Ho y
«HHX» pelKO MMeIoTCd UM U Teno. TBoi MoHax Obu1 yoex-
IEH, YTO €ro AEMOHBI MMEIOT JUYHOCTh, UMEHA, CTaTyC, BOT
TIO3TOMY OHH M SBHJIMCh K HeMy NMOAOGHBIM 0Opa3oM.

Mkl He MoXeM, BbI3BaTh 3[€Ch HAlIMX JAEMOHOB, ITOTOMY
YTO MBI HE MOXEM OINpeAeNUTb HX TaK. B Hamem mupe
CYLUECTBYET M BCeraa CylleCTBOBAJIO BeJIMKoe 3710, HO OOIHK
ero M ¢opMBl MEHSIOTCSI OT CTOJIETUSI K CTOJIETHMSl, U OHO
Oonbule He ABNSAETCA MU HAC NEPCOHMMUIIMPOBAHHBIM.

— A TI'mrnep? — Bospasun Kpoxkxep.

— Jla, B HEM AA HALIEro TMOKOJIEHUs! NeHCTBHUTEJIBHO
BOIUTOTWICS AeMOH. A Kak y Bac, Hukonac?

— Hu B koM U HHM B 4€M KOHKpPETHO. Bc€ 06cTOUT HMEHHO
TaK, KaK Bbl TOBOPWIH, C3D.

— Bc€ 310 OYeHB HHTEpecHO, — 3aMeTHn Kpokkep. — Ho
KaKMM 00pa3oM Thl YCKOJB3HYI OT Hux? Heyxenu oaun u3
3THX IEeMOHOB pa3pe3an BepEBKM, a NOTOM Mcye3 B objake
ApiMa?

Hux noyyBcTBOBaN ceds1 HEYIOTHO. BOT 3T0-TO €My CoBceM
He XOTeJNOCh paccKasbiBaTh. B 3TOM MHpe nmpuXoawioch Be-
PHMTb BO MHOXECTBO HEBEPOSTHOCTEH, ONHAKO MNOBEPAT JH
OHH B TO, YTO CIYYHIOCH?

— Hy? — pe3ko 6pocun Kpoxkkep. — Tak 4ro xe deii-
cmeumeabHo ¢ To60i1 mpouzouuio?

Huka npumépid K cTeHKe — HYXHO OBUIO TOBOPHTH
npasay, a 3Ha4yMT, paccka3aTb M npo ABaloHa. Ho oH He
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cooOLIMT UM O cBoeil nepBoif BcTpede ¢ I'eponbnoM. A 310
MOTIJIO HaBjieYb Ha Hero NnoAo3peHHusl.

— Tsl B 3aTpynHenun, Hukonac, — Bukapuii rosopun
HacTOJILKO YCNOKAUBaKollle, HACKOJLKO TOH Kpoxkepa pa3s-
Opaxan joHowy. — CiIyduwiock 4YTO-TO Takoe, 4YTO Tebe
TPYAHO OOBSACHUTb.

— Bc€ 310 Havasoch el€ paHblle... — U OH TOPOIUIMBO
pacckasajl MM O BCTpede ¢ ABAJIOHOM, 60SiCh, YTO €CJIH OH,
OyneT KojebaTbcsl €ll€ XOTh YyThb-YyTh, €10 OKOHYATEJNLHO
NMOKHHET MYXECTBO.

— IloBrOopH-Ka 3TH Ha3BaHUA! — X3MJETT BHE3aINHO
npepan Huka B Mecre, KOoTopoe BOBCE He IOKa3aioCh
IOHOLIIe CTOMBLUMM BHMMaHug. OIHAKO OH NMOJYHHMICS.

— OH cka3an: «ABanioH, Tapa, bpocennanna u KapHak».

— Benmnkue cBsiThle MecTa KeJILTOB, — NMPOKOMMEHTHPO-
Bas1 X3mmeTtT. — Jaxe no Hallero BpeMEHH JOLIH CIYXH O
HHMX KaK O MOTYLIECTBEHHBIX LIEHTPaX NICUXHYECKOM IHEPTUH.
XoTs MecToHaxoXIeHHe ABaJIOHa TaK HHUKOTIa M He ObUIo ¢
YBEPEHHOCTBIO oOIlpeliejieHo. B nereHmax oH pacnonaraics
rae-To Ha 3anage. ['eponbabl ¢ TAKUMH MMEHaMH... Aa, BCE
COOTBETCTBYET...

— Yemy cooTBeTcTBYET? — 3axoTesioch Y3HaTh Kpokkepy.

— Ilpunuunam apesHel repanpauku. I'eponbasl Bpura-
HHUH NOJy4YaIi HMEHa Mo Ha3BaHMIO rpadeTB — TAKMX, KaK
Mopk, Jlankactep, Puumonn. MiMena, KoTopble HOCWIH To-
MOIOHMKU TIepoybAOB, BOCXOASAT K IOPEBHHUM KOPOJIEBCKHUM
CHUMBOJIaM. A TepoJIbIMENCTEPBl, KOTOPHIM MOOYHHSUIMCH M
T€, ¥ ApYTHe, HMEHOBAIMCH B YeCTb MpoBHHIMI — KiapeHc,
Hoppya, Onscrep u TaK nasnee. Ecniu Huxkonac He omnbaer-
cs1, TO TOTAA 3AeCh JOJLKHBI ObITh YEThIPE repoJibia, M KAXKIbIH
HOCHT HM$ OHOTO M3 IPEBHHUX MECT CPEAOTOYEHHA BEJIUKOTO
MOTYIIIECTBA B HallleM MHpe... Bo3MOXHO, SIBISBIIMXCSA He-
KOTIa BpaTaMH B 3ToT. Tapa Haxonurcsa B Upnauaun, Kapnak
u Bpocenmmanna — B bpuTaHuu... HO BCE 3TO MecTa KeJIbTOB.
W MMeHHO K KeJLTCKMM INOBEPHSIM BOCXOMST HAlY JIETEHAbI
o Hapone ¢ Xonmos. Xoten 6b1 51 3HaTh, KTO 30€Ch IepoOJibl-
Melictep!

259



— A He moHMMalo, 3a4eM BCE 3TO HaM! — Bo3pa3sui
Kpoxkep. — Mh1 Bce 3HaeM, KTo Takoii ['eponba, U 4To OH
MOXET OAypauHThb JII06Oro, KTo CTaHeT ero ciaywars. [loxo-
xe, Illoy, ¥ THl Hacaywancsa ero pedyeil. YTo OH MpeIOXWI
Tebe... YTO-HHOYAb cToslee?

Huk caepxan cBoii rHeB, 3Hast, 4yTo KpokKep NpoM3HEC
BCJIYX CBOU MNOJO3PEHMUS.

— OH npemnoxun MHe, — Hadan Huk, TiiareasHo noaou-
pasi cloBa, — 30710TOE SAGIOKO M Ge30MacHOCTb 3TOTO MHpa.
OH npeackasaj NpHXoA BeJHKOH onacHOcTH; 3710 yXe He pa3
3aTOIUIAIO 3TY 3€MIIIO M NMpeXIe, U ceifyac CHOBa HaJBHUTraeT-
ca. ITo ero cioBaM TONBKO T€, KTO IpHUMET ABAJIOH, OyayT
3alIMLIEHBI.

— 3onoTtoe 96710K0, — 3ayMYMBO IpOroBopwn X3mIeTT.
— Ha, 310 €€ oOuH CHUMBOIJI.

— HWrak, Tl BCTpeTWICA C 3THM ABaJIOHOM... M 4TO
cayqwiocs nociie Toro? Heyxenu 3TH TBOM JIAaTHUKH CXBaTH-
U ¥ ero? — Kpokkep cHoBa BepHY/cs K paccka3dy Huka.

— OHH TNIBITATUCE... MOHAX JAaXe XOTeJ YOHTb ero... — OH
NoBeAa O TOM, KaK TIIETHO OpyAOBaJl MOHAX CBOHUM LIECTOM
C KpecToM, M 06 HMcye3HOBeHHH ['eponbaa.

— Tax 3Ha4YHuT, 3TO CAYYWIOCh, KOTIa OHHM CXBaTWIH Tebs.
Hy, a Tenepb 0o0bsicCHH, KaKUM o6pa3oM Tbl cbexXan OT HUX.

M Huk pacckazan o TOM My4YHTEJIbHOM 3BYKe, KOTODBIM
YBJIEK B 3aMagHIo OpoaAr, a oH ocTajcs B ofHHo4decTBe. OH
HE CTaJl TOBOPUTb O CBOMX COOCTBEHHLIX CTpaxax, a Mpoaosi-
XW1 c Bo3BpallleHuss [eponbaa, motoM — 00 3mu3o0me ¢
nowaasio U MynoM. Ilocne atoro, crapasice mogobparnr Ha-
H0oNee BhIpa3UTEIbHbIE CJIOBA, OH paccKasayl M BCE OCTAJILHOE.

Ouu Gonble He MepeOHUBAIM €ro U MOJT4Ya BRICIYLIANH IO
caMoro KOHlIa, KOrJa OH YBHAEN, KaK U3 BO3AyXa MaTepHaIH-
30BaJICA 3aMOK M MosBwicsa ['eponbd co CBOMMH 4YeTbIpbMA
CITyTHHUKAMH.

BoTt Toraa-to Bukapmii u 3aman Huky Bompoc, Ho He 06
ero JeicTBHUAX, KaK 3Toro oxuaan Huk, wiM 4To OH yBHUAen,
a o BBLILUMBKAX Ha 3eJE€HBIX IUIalllaX y CITyTHVKOB [eposbaa.

— Jly6 u A0610HS, U elué ABa KAKHX-TO cepeOpHCcTO-6eNbIX
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LBETKa, — NoBTropui Xamnerr. — JIy6 u s16JI0H4... 3TO OYeHb
JpeBHHE CUMBOJIBI, CHMBOJIBI MorylecTsa. [IBa Xe OpyrHx...
Xoren Obl A 3HaTh... Ho MHe HyXHO caMOMy BIVIAHYTb Ha
HuX. Boapuiuunk? By3uHa? YIuBHTENbHO... CTapkle-TNpecTa-
pble TIOBepbA...

— A MHe YIMBMTENbHO TOo, — 3aMeTwn Kpokxep, Tiua-
TeNIbHO mnoabupass cnoBa, — 4YTO BBl elé 3mech, Illoy. Bel
Bedb B3SUIM s16J710KO, pa3Be He Tak?

Huk npensunen sto o6sunHenme. Ho kak nokasaTe ero
OLIHO0YHOCTD?

— MHe yTo, noka3aTh cjielbl H3MEHEHHI, O KOTOPBIX BbI
TOBOPWIH, c3p? — CHpocWI OH Y BHMKapus, He OTBedas
Kpoxxepy.

— H3MeHeHH... KaKHe U3MEHEHHA? — C OTCYTCTBYIOLIMM
BHIIOM TOMHTEpecoBaics X3LI€eTT.

— BulI cunTaeTe, 4TO C TEMH, KTO NPHHHUMAET Mpeloxe-
Hue leposnbna, nmpoucxomsT U3MeHeHHs. S He mnpuHHUMAa
npennoxeHue. BaM HyxXHo, 4ToObI A nMokiswics B 3ToM? Uiun
Bbl MOXeTe caMHM KaKUM-To obpa3oM ybeaurtbcsi? Y Bac B
3TOM OoJjibllie OMbITa, YeM Y MeHs. To, YTO MpOM30LLIO CO
MHOH TaM — Koraa MHe yJajloch OexaTb — s He Mory
ob6bacHUTh. ['eponba ckazan MHe o cBobone, U s NPOCTO
TOMBITAJICA BOCIIOJIL30BAThCH TEM, YTO, KAK MHE ITOKA3aJIoCh,
OH uMea B Buaoy. M 310 cpabortano, XOoTA s U He Mory
OOBSICHUTH BaM, KakK Wiu nouyemy. Ho — s — ne — o6pan —
Abaoka... — nocieaHue ciaosa HUK npousHéc ¢ paccTaHOB-
KOl M TMOBTOPWI MX, BJIOXHB BCIO CBOIO aylly. Bo3MoxHo,
Kpokkep U He NMOBEPHT €My, HO OH Halescd, 4To X3MJIETT
MOBEPHT.

— H3MeHeHHUs, — CHOBA MOBTOPWI BUKapui. — AX, Ja,
Mbl Belb TOBOPWIM 00 3TOM paHbllIE.

ToH ero nokazancas Huky 1o oGHMIHOrO OTpELIEHHBIM,
CJIOBHO €ro 3Ta npobjieMa coBeplieHHO He BoiHoBana. Ho
Huk 3Haj, 4To OH JOJDKEH MepeTalluTh X34JIeTTa Ha CBOIO
CTOPOHY TpeXOe, YeM OHM NPHCOEAHHATCH K OCTAJIbHBIM.
IToToMy 4TO, OH OLUT B 3TOM YBEpEH, MOAO3PEHMS, KOTOpbIE -
Bo3HMKIH Yy Kpokxepa, TYT Xe MOABATCS H Y OCTaJIbHBIX.
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JIXXHUH moanepXuT NETYUKA, YTOObI OH HH yTBepXaan, U Huk
He Bepwi, yto CTpayl paayllHO BCTPETHMT €ro, e€1Ba TOJbKO
Kpokxep 3aroBoputr. Ho oH xopolo 3Hai, YTo K BMKapHIo
npucaywawoorcs. Ecau Bukapuii 6ymer 3a Hero, eMy obecne-
YeHa MOLIEPXKKa.

Yro Tenepp Aenarb, HUK He MMen HU MaslellIEero NoHs-
™. Ho oH Bepun, yro leponsa rosopun npabay, Koraa
npeaynpexaan o HaaBuraiouencs yrpode. Co6cTBEHHBII OMBIT
Huxka — nocne BcTpeuu ¢ OpoasiraMi U YyOOBHUILAMH, peasTb-
HBIMH OHM OLLTM WIM WUIIO3Ueil, — HapaBHE C YTPO30M,
HCXOAMBILEH OT JIETAIOLUIUX OXOTHHKOB, 3aCTaBJIs/l €ro pas-
MBILIATh, KaK Obl Mojyyllle M3y4UTh ABaJIOH H ero Gnara.
Huxy Ka3anoch, 4To HMEHHO K 6e30MacHOCTH OHM H JOJIXHBI
cTpeMuThCsA. OH COBEPUIEHHO HE BEPWI B UX TUIAH CITYCTHTD-
cA BHM3 IO peKe. Y HHUX JaxXe HeT XOTh KaKoro-Huoyab
OpYXHsl, YTOObI MPOTHBOCTOATH 3TUM OTPSAAAM M3 CpelHeBe-
KOBbsI, BpOJie TOTO, 4TO B3sU1 €ro B IUIEH. PoraTku mpoTuB
Meuei!

— 5 Bepio Te6e, Huk.

OH 4yThb He B3APOTHYN. X3IJIETT TaK AOJIN0 MeIWI, 4TO
Huk yxe Hayan oxmuaaTe camMoro Xyaulero.

— M s Takxke Beplo, YTO BCE, YTO ThHI y3HAJ 32 BpEMS CBOHX
NMPUKIIOYEHUH, TIOCAYXHUT B OyaylueM Ha NOJIb3y BCCM HaM,
— mpomo/DKWI BUKapuil. — Jlymalo, 4yTo HaM npuuércs
NpoGBITh B 3TOM 'YKPLITHM O YTpa, HO €M CKOpee Mbl
BEpPHEMCH B Neliepy U oO6CyINM MpoHCIeAUINE COOBITHS, TEM
JIydiie.

Kpokxep 4yTo-TO npoGOpMOTall, CIMIIKOM THXO, YTOGBI
Huk paccapnpan, XoT OHM IUIOTHO NPIKHUMAIHChL APYT K
apyry. Ho aMepukaHeu 6511 yBepeH, 9TO JIETYMK IO KpaiHei
Mepe He nepeyoexnéH. M Bcé xe Huk npnobonpuncsa. Eciu
BHKapHH MOANEPXUT €10, TO OCTAIbHbIE XOTA 6B BHICAYLIAIOT
paccka3 10 KOHLa.

CHapyx¥ 6yuieBana rpo3a, NoJIbIXaJiIi MOJTHHH, OIJy1LAIOo-
Lle rpoxoTajl IPOM, Ha 3eMJII0 JIWJIMCh MOTOKH Boiabl. OHH

. IPOMOKJIY, XOTS1 U HaXOAWIHCh B YKPHITHH.
Huxk 3agymancsa o I'eponbae u ero cyTHMKAX: CKavyyT JiM
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OHU ceiyac ckBO3b 3Ty Oywyiowmyio cruxupo? U nerawouiue
OXOTHMKH, KakK Oyps Bausier Ha ux non€rwl? [lewepa ocra-
HeTcsl CyXOit, KaK U TOpOJ C €ro OT/IM THO# 3amuToii. ['opon...

Ero naBHsSA 3amyMKa KakKMM-TO ¢ 6pa3oM HCHOJIB30BaTh
I'eponpaa, yToObI NPOHUKHYTH B FOPO. M y3HATh €r0 CEKpe-
Thl, He MpPMHUMas yCJIOBUH ABaloHa.. Bo3aMmoxho iu 3T0?
OH naneko He ObLT B 3TOM yBEpeH, HO ¢My O4YeHb XOTeJOCh
TOMBITAThCS.

N 3tu ycnosuss ABasnoHa... ['eponba crnac eMy XH3Hb B
Jiccy, HO He HeTNOCpPEACTBEHHO, a YKa3aB, KaK €My CIacTHUCh.
Huxk noayman o6 HCKyccTBe “OHUEHTpalUMH, MU €ro pyka
OMNyCTWIACh M NMPHUKOCHYNACh K PYKOATH KHHXaja, KOTOpbIi
NMOMOI TaKMM HEBEPOSATHBIM crnocobomM. Ecnu ymanoch cae-
JaTh 3TO C NOMOIUBI0O KOHLEHTPALUHM — YTO €LUE MOXHO
caesaTh TakuM obpazom?

X31JIeTT NpeATosIOXW, 4YTO IUVIEHHUBLIHME €ro JIOAM caMHu
BLI3BIM Te€X YyNOBHL M3 NPEeHUCNIOAHEH, MOTOMY YTO BEPWIH
B TO, YTO OHY NOABATCA. A MBICJIH BHE CO3HAaHHUsI 0OpeTaloT
peasbHOCTb B 3ToM MHpe. OHU OXMOaNM YBMIAETb al U €ro
obuTtateseii — KOTOPBIX OHM 6OSUTMCh — BOT M YBHIEJH HX.
Jlionu Gonblie BepAT B CHIY 31a, YeM O00pa, 3TO Bedb TOXE
yTBepXaaJ BUKapHii?

Ecnu cTosb Xe CWIBHO COCPENOTOYMTLCS Ha MBICIIH, YTO
3gech pail, — cpaboraeT JIM 3TO, MOSBUTCA JIK OH Ha CaMOM
nene? U ponro nu nponepxurca? HUK BcmoMHWI Ty orpoM-
HYI0 YCTJIOCTh, OXBaTHBLUYIO €T0 MocJjie TOro, KaK OH obpén
cBoboay. Mo3sr MoxeT Tpe6GoBaTh OT TeJjla CJIMLIKOM MHOTOTO.
IMonaepxuBaTh WUTIO3UIO B TEYEHUE MIPOJOJDKUTEIBLHOTO Bpe-
MEHHU — TaK MOXHO MOJIHOCTHIO HCTOLUMUTH CWIBI YeJIOBEKA.

OTH YYNOBHILIA, JOJLKHO ObITb, OBUIM CIIPOELMPOBaHbI U3
noaco3HaHusa Opomsr. HaBepHoe, ecu Thl oXuaaellb YBHM-
IETh YTO-TO, TO TEM CAMBIM C KaXIBIM OHEM JeJaellb 3TO BCE
Gonee H 6osiee peaJbHBIM U MaTEPUAJIBHBIM H OQHAXILI OHO
JIeCTBUTEIbHO CTAHOBUTCS1 HACTOSAUIUM... BTO ObLIA NOPa3u-
Te/bHAsA M HeNpHUATHas MbIcab. TOT yXac, KoTopblii OH BUAE
3TOH HOYBIO, He JOJDKEH OOPECTH peanbHyIO0 XHU3Hb!

PeanbHas, HepeanbHas, Jlobpo, 3no... KpoxoTHslit yeno-
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B€YEK, Ha KOTOPOTrO OH HaTKHYJICA B ATOAHHKE, TO BUAUMBIA,
TO HEBHUAHWMBIN 3aMOK, caM ABAJIOH — peaibHble OHHM, WIH
HepeaibHble? Kak e MoXHO 3TO BooOlle 3Hamb?

Huky oyeHb XOTeOCh 33JaTh HEKOTOPBIE U3 3THX BOIpPO-
coB BukKapuio. Ho Toabko He Toraa, Korma psinoM Kpoxxep.
Y nuioTa NosBUTCS TOJBKO €lI€ OAHO A0KAa3aTeJIbCTBO TOTO,
YTO OH MOJBEPXKEH OMAaCHbIM KOJe6aHUSIM — M, B HE3aBUCH-
MOCTH OT TOrO, 3aKJIIOYWI OH TNpelaTe/bCKYylo CHENKY C
ABQIOHOM WIH HET, €ro JIyyllle M3rHaThb M3 UX OTpsia.

XOTs HEUCTOBCTBO OYpH IMOCTENEHHO 3aTHXajlo, AOXIAb
npogoxan uaTH. HecMoTpss Ha Heyno6ctBo, Huk u ero
CIIyTHUKU TNpoApeMajii BCIO HOYb, NOKa XUAKWUH, cepbid
paccBeT He IMo3BaJl MX B myTh. Bniepeau mén Kpokkep, nouru
He pa3roBapuBasi, Belsl UX BIOJb JIECHOH OMYyLUKH, u3beras
YIJIyONATbCA B 4Yallly.

HUHTepecHo, noayman HHK, no-npexHeMy JM TaM BUAEH
3aMOK, OJHAaKO OH HE MOT NpHIyMaTh MOAXOASLIErO NMoBoaa,
4TOGBI XOTb HEHANOJIO OTJYyYMTbCA M mocMoTpeTh. OH no-
JDKEH BBIKA3bIBaTh OCTOPOXHOCTb M NPENyCMOTPHUTENLHOCTD
B Aenax, Kacawowuxcsi Hapona ¢ XonMoB, nmoka He cTaHeT
yBEpEH, 4TO Oosbllie He noao3peBacTcs B caenke ¢ I'epojib-
noM. Ecim nath XaaneTty BpeMsi moayMaTh, TO, BO3MOXHO, C
HUM yIacTcs OOroBOPHUThH HIOEI0O BTOPXEHUS B Iropof...

Huky He xoTenoch, YTOObI B KAKOM OBI TO HU GBUIO COBETE
y4acCTBOBAIHM XEHUIUHBI, XOTA OH TOYHO 3H&JI, YTO BCcE TPH
XEeHIUMHBI OynyT MMeTb npaBo ronoca. Huk Bcé ewé Haxo-
OWICSA Mol INyOOKHMM U TSDKENILIM BrieYaTA€HHEM OT BIMAHUSA
Mapro Ha ero otua. OHa Tak JIOBKO BO3[ABHIJIa MEXIY HHUMH
CTEHY 3a CTEHOH, YTO NpOLLIH Mecsiubl, npexae 4eM Huk
oco3HaJl, 4To npousouwio. Ho 6buio yxe mosgHo yTo-nubo
nenatb. OH mMoOTeps OTUA, 3TO ObU1 HE3HAaKOMEU, XOTA H
IPYXECKH OTHOCSILUMIACI K HEMY, HO BCE-TaKM He3HaKOMell,
TOBOPUBILUHI €ro rojocoM, HOCHBLIMH ero Teno... CilioBHO
3TO WUTIO3MsA, co3naHHass Mapro nnsa cBoux uened. MHorma
3TOT He3HaKOMEll JeJjian war-gpyroi HascTpedy eMy. Omis-
abiBasgch Haszal, HuK noHuMan Te poOKie M HeyKIIOXue
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MONBITKH, ONHAKO OHH HHYEro He 3HAYMJIM, NMOTOMY YTO HX
coBepluana co3iaHHas Mapro wutiosus.

H, notepas otua, HUK oTcéK OT cebs1 IMOLIUHM, KOTOpPLIE
HEKOIla COCTAaBR/ISUIM 4YacTb ero. KoHeyHo, y Hero ObuiM
IEBYLIKM, HO HH OJHA M3 HUX He 3HaYwia JJi1 Hero MHOTO.
Ilepen HuUM Bcerma crogn obpa3 Mapro, To, ¢ Kakoii JIoB-
KOCTBIO OHa BEpTesia OTLIOM, M 3TO caepXuBajo ero. JIuvaa
OblJ1a YacThIO MHpA, B KOTOPOM cyllecTBOBala Mapro. Bos-
MO XHO, H OHa TOX€E cMoIia OBl MpeBpaTHUTb KOro-HUOyAb B
TO, YTO €i 3axo4yeTcss, BMECTO TOro, YTOObl MNMPHHATbL €ro
TaKHM, KAKOH OH €CTb.

[lo3atoMy ceituac Huk xoren o6cyxnath Bce BONPOCH HE C
XEeHILUMHAMH, a ¢ MyXYHMHAMH, KOTOPBIX, KaK €My Ka3aJocCh,
OH CMOXET MOHATb. B KOHlle KOHLIOB, BOBMOXHO, OH HaHOET
naxe Oonbluee nmoHuMaHue y Jxepemu u Jlanra. Moxer,
XKMBOTHbIE 00Jiee OTKPOBEHHBI H NMPAMOIAYUIHbI, YeM JIIoau?

OHu noGpanuch 10 Mellepbl, KOraa CHOBa He0O 3aTSHY/IH
XMypble obyiaka, yrpoxasl ell€ OXHHUM JIMBHEM. YacoBbIM
crosuia Jlenu [duaHa.

— A BuXy, BBl HalLTH ero. MHe KaXeTcs, Bbl HE OYEHb
M3paHEHbl, MOJIOAOM YeJIOBEK, — TIoJIoc €€ ObUI JaieKo He
MPUBETIHBLIM.

— A xakuM, BBl AyMaJsii, 1 Oyny — Bechb B KpOBH? — He
caepxancss Huk. OH yBaxas e€ 3a TBEpOOCTb XapaKTepa, HO
Mo npaBJe CKa3aTh, OHAa eMy He HpaBWJIaCh.

— Jla, MBI AyManu U 00 3TOM. ApHuaH, Bbl MPpOMOKIH. Bac
HYXHO HaloUTb YeM-HHUOYIb ropsg4uM, U ceHYac XXe CHUMHUTE
ceou Tydau. K cyacteio, Moa Tonbko 4TO 3aKOHYWIA UIWTh
HoBY10 napy. JIuHOa, — no3Bajia OHa, 06EpHYBLIKCH K Melle-
pe. — Unu cirona, neBouka. OHH BEPHYJIUCH BMeCTE C TBOMM
napHem!

Huxk 3amep. OH we 6bu1 napHeM JInnae!! Kakue npasa oHa
30ech Ha Hero 3aaBwia? Ho koraa meByllka 3aHsUla MecTo
Jleny JIvaHbl, a Ta, TNOJOXHB PYKH Ha IUIeYd BHKapHsH,
TOBeJIa €ro B YKPBITHE, TO OHA JaXe He B3IIAHY/Na NpsIMO Ha
HEero U He 3aroBOpHIa.

Ox nan Kpokxepy NpoHTH MHMO, eMy XOT€JIOCh XOTb YTO-
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HHOyOb cKa3aThb B OMNpOBEpXEHHE ITOAOOHOro 3asBIICHUS
Jlungsl. IlpaBna, ceityac GbUIO He TO MeCTO H He TO BpeMf
U1 3TOro, Ho XoTaA HHK ¢ KaKMM-TO HeCITOKOMHBIM YyBCT-
BOM TOHMMaJ 3TO, €My Ka3aJloCh, YTO 3TO A0 He TEepIMT
OTJIaraTeJIbCTBA.

— Tbui He paHeH? — crnpocwia JIMHAA XOJIOAHBIM TOHOM,
1 Huky nokasanoce, 4To OHa CIpallIMBaeT U3 OOHOH TONBLKO
BEXJTMBOCTH.

— Her.

Pacnyxiiide 3ansicTbsl NMO-TpeXXHEMY XpaHWIH Cliedbl peM-
Heil u Gonenu, omHakKo Heab3d OBUIO CKa3aTbh, YTO 3TO
TI0-HacTosllieMy ONAacHbIEe paHbl.

— Tebe moBe3no, — 3aMeTWia OHA TaK Xe€ OTPELIEHHO.

— HaBepHoe, — XOTsI, HaBepHOe, TO, YTO OH TIPHHEC C
co00ii, BrI30BeT OOJIblile BOJIHEHHUI M XJIONOT, Y€M CEphE3HbBIE
dH3HYeCKHE paHBbI.

— Tebe usBecTHO, YTO OHHU AymaloT, — JIMHAA cnerxa
KHBHYJ/IA I'OJIOBO#, NMOKAa3bIBasi, KTO — <«OHH».

— OHH CYHUTAIOT, YTO Tl MOT 3aKITIOYHTh CAENKY C 3THUM
I'eponsaom. Thl Mc4e3 — HM CJIOBAa HE NOBOPSI — TIOCJ/E TOTO,
Kak Tebs npeaymnpeawin. M, moxoxe, Tl 3Haellb KOE-YTO...

— 3Halw Koe-4ro?

— To, yro ThI roBopui o Ixepemu M JlaHre.

— Tul pacckasana M 3T0? — OH 6bUT NpaB, Mono3peBas,
YTO HE CTOUT HOBEPSITH €il.

— Pasymeerca. Korna oHH Hayanu ¢ yIUBIEHHEM OOCYX-
IaTh, Kyaa Tl Mor OeThcs. Bepp He Bephb — OHH 3a Tebs
BOJIHOBAJIHCh. DTO AOOpBIE JNIOOH.

— Tol Bpoae nuITaclubCsl MPeAyTIPeAUTh MeHsS, Tak? —
CIIPOCHJT OH.

— OcraBp MX B noxoe! EcaM Thl 3aKIIOUWI CHAENKY C
leponbaomM, He BTArMBayl MX B 3TO A€JO.

— Crnacubo 3a coser u mySokoe noBepHe! — B3opBancs
Huk ¥ cnycTwics BHM3 KO BXoAy B meuiepy. A rodewmy,.
COGCTBEHHO, OH JIOJDXEH ObUT OXHUIATh Yero-HUOynb Apyroro?
TunuyHas wTy4dKa B Jyxe Mapro, ¢ KOTOPDBIMH OH TaK 4acTo
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cTalKuBasics B npouvioM. Ero geno B cyne ewé u He cayua-
JIOCh, @ €r0 yXe NMPU3HATIHM BUHOBHLIM.

I'naéa mpunadyamas

BrnipoyeM, OHM He CTaJIM cpa3y JOMpaliMBaTh ero. X3MWIETT
OBUI B LIeHTpe BHMMaHUA, M 3a60Thl O HEM BBITECHWIH BCE
octanbHoe, XoTd JXuH W npuHecna HuKy MucKy ropsdero
Cyma, Ha KOTOPHIi OH C XagHOCThlo Habpocwicsi. OHa,
KOHe4HO, 6oblie cyeTHIach BOKpYT Kpokkepa, HecMoTps Ha
TO, YTO NBITANACh AeJIaTh 3TO HE CJIMILIKOM SIBHO.

Hux BepHyJics LieNIblii 1 HEBpEAUMbIN — OH MHOIOE€ OTIAN
6Bl 3a TaKOE€ BO3BpallleHHE €€ BYepa HOYBIO WIH Tpeabiay-
KM yTpoM. Ho Tenepsh... OH BoBce He ObLUT B 3TOM YBEPEH.
M xota monu B neliepe 6bUTH COBCEM PAAOM — OH MOT TpH
XeJIAHHH MPUKOCHYTBCA K HUM PYKOH — OH YyBCTBOBaJ ceOst
CTpaHHBIM 06pa30M ONMHOKO.

W 310 HecMOTpsS Ha TO, YTO OH He 3aKIIIoYyaa COENKH C
Il'eponsaoM. Ecay TOABKO... €CIH TONBKO, MOC/IEN0BAB COBETY
ABaJIOHa, OH HE IMepecéK 4YepTy MeXAY CTapoil XH3HBIO M
HoBoil. HHK oTcTaBWI B CTOpOHY ITYCTY10 MHMCKY U OIJisigen
PYKM Ha KOJIEHSIX.

HcuapanaHHble, rpsi3Hble, B MATHAaX OT ArOAHOTIO coka. [la
M BeCh OH, BepOSATHO, He ny4lle. Ho oH Bcé ewl€ yenosexk, a
He cymectBo Hapona ¢ XoiMoB.

Y oH no-npexHeMy yyBcTBOBaN ronoa. Ho 3Has, kxak mano
ocTajloch Y HUX 3anacoB, HUK He mompocun no6asku. CHoBa
HaKJIOHHMBLIHCH 32 MHCKOii, oH yBugen Jxepemu. Kot nos-
BWICS H3 HMOTKyda, KaK 3TO yMEIOT KOLUKH, U cel, C
HanpsXEHHBIM BHUMaHHeM cieas 3a HukoM. Takum B3ris-
IOM OH BIOJHE crnocobOeH NpHUBECTH YeJNoBEKa B
3aMellaTeNbCTBO.

Huxk B cBolO oYepenb nmocMoTpesa Ha Hero. OH poranascs,
YTO MO KAKOM-TO MPHYHHE KOT BRLIEIWI er0. UTo XXMBOTHOMY
HYXHO OT Hero? EciM KOT MOXET MbICIeHHO oOLuiaThCs, TO
noyeMy OH He Jejaj 3Toro panbiie? Huky He MOHpaBWICA
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3TOT HACTOpPOXEHHBIH B3IJI0, HO OH He MNO3BOJWI cebe
paccepauThCH.

— Yto0 Xe Ha caMoM aene, IxepeMH, — WIENOTOM CIIpO-
CWJ I0HOllIa, — Tebe H3BeCTHO?

VY Hero Ha KoJeHSIX, pSAOM C PYKO#, NMOSBHIOCH KaKO€-TO
MeplLiaHHe, CJIOBHO B MaJIeHbKOM BOJOBODOTE 3HEPTHH BO3-
OyX, CTyLIasich, 0OpeTall MaTepHAILHOCTh, H 3TO TPOMIIUIOCH
BCEro MrHOBeHHe, a NMOoToM Hcuesno. Ho yto-To nospisiocsk
TaM — Huk ObL1 y6exa€H, 4To B 3TO MTHOBEHHE OH YBHUIE
MBIIb.

JxepeMn! MoXeT, KOT KaKUM-TO OOpa3oM HCIIONb30Ball
Ty X€ caMyl0 3HEPIMI0, YTO M OH, Koraa ocBoGoamna cebs B
Jlecy, M noOwicsa MaTepHaIM3allMM OObBIYHOH KouliaybeH No-
6b1yn. Huk 6bL1 nopaxkéH. OTO XHUBOTHOE MOIJIO...

B oTBeT Ha ero M3ymJeHHe MpHLUIA BOJIHA XOJIOOIHOTO
rHeBa. KoT mpickan yuiM, a Iyasa NpeBpaTWIHCh B Y3KHe
LLENIOYKH.

«XusotHoe? KT0 3TO 3m€Ch XUBOTHOE?»

Crnopa pogwincs He B roioBe Huka, eMy nokasajochs, 4To
HMX IpHHec/a U3BHE KAaKas-TO MOCTOPOHHAA cwia. JelcTBU-
TeJIbHO — KTO 31ech XHUBoTHoe? Ha 3Toii 3eMie, rie HaYucTo
CMETEHBI TpOYb BCE' CTapble YCTOSIBLIMECS TNpeacTaBIeHHs,
pa3Be MOXHO OBITb XOTb B YEM-HHUOYAb yBEpEeHHBIM?

B rojioBy IoHolle mpulUIa €UIE OJHA MBICIb. A pa3Be He
MOTIYT... He MOTYT coiuieMeHHUKU [Ixepemn (Huk Teneps
cTapajicd HE HCIIOJb30BaTh CJIOBO «XHMBOTHOE» — B KOHLE
KOHLIOB, Belb JIIOAH — 3TO TOXE XUBOTHBIE) MPHUHATH YCJIO-
Bus crenxu I'eponbaa? He Moxer mu JIxepeMu GBITH Tenepb
4acThi0O ABJIOHA, Aaxe ocTaBasch ¢ Muccuc Kuanm u ocrans-
HBIMH aHITTHYaHaMH?

W cHoBa BO3HHUKIO 3aBHXpEHHE BO3AyXa, KOTOPOE BOBCE
He 6bUTO 3aBUXpEHHEM, TYT Xe HcyesHyBllee. HUK nuiub Ha
OIHO MTHOBEHHUe yBHAEN... 2670K0! Tak, 3HauuT, [IxepeMHu...
Kto xe? llInuon?

Huk cpa3y xe orMén nomo6GHoe npeanosnoxeHue. Moxer,
crpax? Ho oxpaHsier nu oH ux? Unm crepexéET?

IIxepeMu 3eBHYJ, BCTal U, MaXHYB KOHYHKOM XBOCTA, YTO
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O3HaYaJlo TNMOJIHOE HeXeJlaHHe IMPOJOoJIKaTh pa3roBOp, YIUEN
MpoYb.

— Tenepsy BoT 4TO0, — MMccuc Kianm orouuia oT orss,
PSIOM C KOTOPBLIM OHA ycaauia X3[JIeTTa C HacyXo BBITEPTbI-
MM HOraMH M B HOBBIX MoKacuHaX, H momouuia K Huky c
rpy6oii MIMHAHOHN YalllKOi B pyKe, OT He€ MCXOOWI apoMar-
HBlii map. — Beineit BoTr 3to! Bclo mpocTyny Kak pyKoii
cHuMaeT. He xBatano eui€ HaM BocnajeHMs JETKHX!

IToxa oH w1, Moxwuias XeHIIWHA CTOSUIa pAIoOM, OTTOopo-
JIMB €T0 OT OCTaJIbHbIX, KOTOPbIE COOPaIMCh BOKPYT BUKApHs.
E€ Barnan, zametwn Huk, 6bU1 TaKMM Xe HCIBITHIBAIOLIUM,
Kak U y JIxepemu. Heyxenu oHa 3HaeT, KAKMM CTaJl KOT?

— A Tbl, NapeHb, B CAMOM JieJie cYacTIMBYHK. MckaTh TeOs
OTIpaBWICS caM c3p X3aneTT BMecte ¢ Bappu.

I'osioc y He€ 6bUT TAKMM pPe3KMM, KaK HUKoraa npexnae. OH
YHTAN HEYNOBOJLCTBUE B €€ IMIa3ax, IJITaBHLIM 00pa3oM IMOTO-
My, YTO ero MnocjeaHee NPUKIIOYEHHE OOCTABWIO XJIOIMOT
BUKapHIO.

— A 3Halo, — Hux nonsrtancs aepxaTbcsi KPOTKO.

— Hano He 3HaTh ceiiyac, a nymaTh paHslue.  xouy Tebe
BOT YTO CKa3aTh: MBI J€pPXaJUCh BMECTe O CHX MOp, U HaM
3T0 yaaBajiock. [ToTOMy YTO MBI JyMaeM O TOM, YTO BBIHAET
I BceX Hac, a HE TOJBKO A onHoro. B atmx Mecrax
MOCTaBHIUb HOTY HE Ha TO MECTO — M BOT y TeOs yxe
MOABEPHYIACh HOTA, — TOJIOC €€ CTAHOBWICS BCE Msrue M
marde. — Hy, BoT, A TeGe Bc€ cka3ana. Moxelus He cOMHE-
BaTbCsl, Thl 3TO €LUE YC/IBILIMLIL OT OCTaJIbHBIX, HO Y HUX €CTb
MpaBo Ha 3TO — OHM 3HAIOT OKPYXAIOWIHA MHUpP. A ThHI...
BaTiolixu, rae xe Thl Tak?

Muccuc Knann cxsaTiia ero pyKy H BLITSHYAA €€ BNiepen,
K CBETY, YyTOGBI MoJy4lle B3NIAHYTh Ha 00oApaHHOE M Hcce-
yé€HHoe pyOLaMH 3arscThbe.

— O, 3T0 ocTajloch nocje peMHel, KOTopbIMH s ObLl
cBfA3aH, — HHUK nonpiTajicsi BLICBOOOAUTLCS M3 €€ XBaTKH, HO
XEHLINHA C YIMBUTENBHON CWIOH KpemKo AepXasa ero.

— XuBoro mMecrta HeET... M Thl MOr MOJLENUTb KaKylo-
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HUOyab 3apaszy. M Bropasi pyka He ayywe. [lobGyab 3mech,
MOKa 1 He MPHHECY LEeJUTEJbHOIO CHaao0bs.

Huk nonuman, 4yto Gecnosyie3Ho nporectroBaTh. OH ocTal-
cA XaaTh, M Bckope Muccuc Knann BepHynacs ¢ ABymsA
OONBLUIMMH JIMCTbSIMH, FYCTO CMa3aHHBIMM XHPHOM Ma3blo.

— 3X, ecau Obl Y Hac TOJILKO ObUIM OMHTBI, HO OTKYa HaM
B3Tb MX 31ech? XOTS M 3TH JIMCTbA ToXe Herutoxd. Hy-ka,
napeHb, MOAHUMH CBOIO PYKY... BOT Tak.

Crapas XeHIIMHa JeiicTBOBajIa ObICTPO M JIOBKO, H BCKOpeE
Huxk cugen c 3eIEHBIMM MaHXETaMH Ha 3ansicThiax. M noka
OHa yTipaBJjislachb ¢ ero paHamMM, Huk BcroMHMWI o cBoeit
TMOXOJHOM anTeyke B odHOH M3 cyMoK. OQHaKo camHsiuas
Gonb BOKPYT paHbl yXe Hayajla CTMXaTb, H OH ObUI YIOBJIET-
BOPEH €€ JIeYEHUEM.

— Hy, Bor, — Muccuc Knann tyro obBsizania KOMIIpecChl
Ny4ykaMyd XEcTKoil TpaBbl. — [logepxuinb HX OO yTpa. A
NOTOM § elI€ pa3 OCMOTPI0 HMX. Bc€ AOMIXHO 3aXuTh. OTU
3[ICLIHHE TpaBbl — B HUX yliMa MOJIE3HOTO.

Ona He yxoawna, AepXa B pyKaX CBOH NpPHIIAChl, CYpO-
BOCTb McYe3jia ¢ €€ JMla, U NosiBWIach 03a004Y€HHOCTb, OT
yero Huk mouyyBcTBOBas cebst naxe Gonee HEyIOTHO, 4YeM
KOria XeHUIMHa ObLia 371a Ha Hero.

— HocTtanocs Tebe...

OH BbIAaBWI U3 cebs ynbIOKy.

— MoxHo cKa3aTsb, sl 3aC/IyXWI 3TO.

— HuxTo He 3acnyxuBaeT HENMpPHATHOCTEMH, €CJIH TOJILKO
caM 3toro He genaewib. U g aymaio, Tel He M3 TakKuX. ThI
MoOJIol, HE BepMIllb TOMY, YTO TOBOPST APYTHE, MOKA HeE
yOenuilbscsi B 3TOM Ha COOCTBEHHOM OIILITE...

— U, — nepebun e€¢ Huk, — B cneayommii pa3 mory
HaBpEOUTb He TOJILKO OXHOMY cebe?
— Bot 06 3TOM-TO S M ropopwia, — KHWBHYJa MMCCHC

Knann. — OnHako s aymalo, Thl He M3 DIymbIX. TebGe He
TpebyeTcsl MOBTOPHBIH YpOK, YTOGbl YCBOHTb IEPBBIi.

— A nHanmelock, Muccuc Knanm, yTo 3aciayXy Ballle AOBe-
pue.

— Mon! — no3sana Jlean /InaHa, ¥ yxaXuBaBUIast 32 HUM
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XEHLIMHA MocTelllia Ha3al, K JoasaM, cobpaBLIMMCH BO-
KPYT BHKapMs.

Huk cHoBa cen, U Tenepb ero 3amsacTbd ObLTH OGEPHYTHI
JUCcThbAMH. OHH OYMAalOT, YTO OHH 3lech B 6€30MaCHOCTH, H
MOXET TaK OHO M ecThb. Ho 3amacwl MUy GbICTPO TaAIOT, TaK
YTO UM NMPUAETCS COBEPIIUTb BbLIA3Ky HapyxXy. M oH BooO1e
He BEpWNI B YcIieX 3aTeH ¢ iotoM. C MOMEHTa BO3BpallleHHSA
oH He Bunena Crpayna... HHTepecHO, rae Xe OH, HeyXeJIH BCE
eulé CKMTaeTcs TaM, Iiae CIpsiTaH IwioT?

Ctpayn BepHy/IcSi TOJNLKO BeYepOM, H €ro HOBOCTH Ha-
MpoyYb IMOTaCWIH MX ciabylo HaleXxay CIIyCTUThLCA BHHM3 IO
peke Ha mwioTy. [loBciony prickanu oTpsasl Gpoasr, a ¢ Heba
Ha HHX OXOTWIHCH JeTalouiue Ttapeiaku. CTpayn ABaXabl
BHIEN aTaK¥, H OJHOM M3 3aXBAYEHHBIX Ipynn Jiogei ObL1
B3BOJl OpMTaHCKMX coyigaT, ogeThiX B GoOpMy BpeMEH MepBoOit
MHPOBOM BOMHBI.

— 3HaKOB OTJIMYHA A HE CMOT pa3IH4YUTh, — COOOLIII OH,
YMHHas JIeNn€WKH M3 OpPEeXOBOM MYyKH, KOTOpbi€ HJid HEro
ucnexna muccuc Knann. — Ho noMHIo, Ha MOEM oTLie OblIa
Takaa xe ¢opMa. A ObU1 cOBceM MaibyMINKa, KOTIa OH B
NOoC/ieqHHI1 pa3 npHe3Xal B yBojibHeHHe. [IoToM OH oTmpa-
BWJICS BoeBaThb B TypuMIO M, KAK HaM COOOLUWIH, <«IIporiaji
6e3 BecTH BO BpeMA OoeBbIX AeHCTBHii». Bosblue Mbl He
HMMEJIH O HEM HUKAKHX M3BECTHH, XOTSI MaMa IIbITajach XOTh
4yTO-HUOYAb y3HaTh. EHl Bce roBOpWIHM, 4TO nocCyie BOMHBI
TYPKH OCBOOOIAT IUIEHHBIX. A KOra BOHA KOHYWIACh, H HX
0CBOOOJMIIH — MOErO OTLA Cpeld HHX He oKazajoch. O HEM
HE HalLIOCh HMKAKMX 3arnucei. [Ipocto oqiMH H3 MHOXeCTBa
napHei, KOTOphIX TaK H He HAaULUIH.

Ho s 3amoMHWI OTUA TaKMM, KAKMM BUAEJ] €0 TOTrAa... H
MOTY MOKIACTLCA, YTO MAapHH, KOTOPLIX CXBATHIIH JIETAIOLINE
OXOTHHMKH, ObUIM B TOYHO Takod Xxe cdopme! Ix, ecin 6 10
HMX 106paThCs MopaHblle, Mbl MOITIH Obl ¢ HHMHM COEIUHHTh-
cs1, — u Crpayn neyaibHO NMOKa4yaj IOJIOBOIA.

— W Murpauus, U oxoTa NpuoGpenH HebpIBaIbIH pa3max,
— 3aMeTH] BUKapuil. — HeyXenu oXOTHHKHM pellIWId Hayuc-
TO ONYCTOLIUTD 3Ty 3eMII0?



— Hy, — Crpayn moen nociegHIow Jenéuiky, — U 3TO
Toxe, koHeyHo. Ho BooOuie-To g He AyMaio, YTO BHKapHii
npas. Mbl BuIeaIH MHoOro o6s1aB, HO 3Ta coBceM apyrasd. MHe
KaXXeTcs, YTO CKOopee BCero YTo-TO APYToe 3acTaBWIO Tpo-
HYThCS C MeCTa BCeX 3THUX Opoasr, 4To-TO, YTO HAXOOUTCH Ha
ceBepe. OHM BCE HMAYT M MIOYT OTTyda — H OTHIOAb He
MeIJICHHO, He leJlasl JaXe KOPOTKHUX OCTaHOBOK, — CJIOBHO
YTO-TO TOHHUTCH 3a HUMM MO MSTaM.

Kak Obl TO HH 6BUIO, HaM JIy4llle CUAETD 34eCh, B YKPBITHH,
€CJIH Mbl IEeCTBUTEJIBHO XOTHUM OCTaThcsl Ha cBobome M He
MonacTh B IUVIEH K 3TUM JIETalOlUM OXOTHMKaM. BoT yx um
ceiiyac pasgonbe. A Ha peke Mbl OydeM BHIOHBI, KaK Ha
JIalOHH, U CaMH HATpOCHMCS, YTOOBl HAC CXBaTWIH.

— Huxonac, — obpaTtuicsi BUKapuii K aMepUKaHLy. —
Yro cka3zan ABajIoH, Koraa npeayrnpexnan 1e6sa? Tl Moxellb
JIOCJIOBHO BCTIOMHHTBH €ro cjoBa?

HuK Ha ceKyHHOy 3aKpbUl Ia3a, INBITasCh BCIIOMHHUTDH TO,
yto ropopui eMy I'eponba. Ilepen ero MbICIEHHBIM B30pOM
BCTa/l SIPKMIi 0OMUK ABajioHa. OH CJIOBHO BHOBb YcCJbILIal
3TOT JIMIIEHHBIA BCSIKOH MHTOHAaLMM TOJIOC, TaK YTO €My
OCTaBJIOCh TOJILKO MOBTOPHTH CJIOBO B CJIOBO TO, YTO CKa3aj
nocjiaHel.

— ABWIOH — HE€ Bpar JiogsM. JTO MECTO IOKOS H
6e3onacHocTd. Ho X TeM, KTo ocTaércsl BHE ero, NpUXOAMUT
TeMa u 3no. Takoe yxe ciaydanoch npexne, Korma 3J0
HaABUTAJIOCh Ha 3Ty 3eMmio. M TaM, roe OHO BcTpedaeTcs C
AsanoHoM u Tapoii, Bpocennannoit # KapHakoM, oHO GBET-
cs O CTeHBI, He B CWJIax 3aTonuTth MX. Ho Tex, KTro Haxoautcsa
3a 3TUMH CT€HaMH, XIYT HEHCUUCIHUMBIE ONTACHOCTH. 3/10 TO
NpUOBIBaET, TO yObIBaeT, U ceyac — BpeMs NMpIIHBA.

— AsBaioH? — HeaoyMeBaiolle nosropun Crpaya.

— Teponva, — mosgcuHun Kpoxkep M HacTynmuwia THIIMHA.
Huk 3Han, 4ro OHM Tenepb CMOTPAT Ha HEro, HO IOHOIA He
CMOTpeEJ HU Ha Koro, kpoMe Xa3ajerra.

Ecnu octasibHble OOGBUHSJIH €T0, @ OH AYMaJl, YTO TaK OHO
M ecTb, TO NO JIULY BUKApHUs HUYEro TaKOro Heyb3s Obulo
NpOYeCTh.
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CTpaynd BCKOYMI Ha HOTH M BIUIOTHYIO NPHOIU3WICA K
Huxy.

— Twu1 pasroBapuBai ¢ I'eponbaoM, He Tak JIH? — DOKHO
OBITH, 3TOT GaKT AN YNIOJHOMOYEHHOTO IpaXaaHCcKoil 060-
POHBI ObLUT CaMBbIM IJIABHBLIM.

— Jla, — KopoTKo oTBeTu1 HuK, He moOGarngs HUYETO.

— W T TaK nmoApyXwics ¢ HUM, YTO TOT B3ayMajl TeOs
npenoctepeub? — nponoxkun Crpayn. Henosepue, koTopoe
BbiKa3biBasl Kpokkep, el sSicHee YHUTAIOCh HA 0OBETPEHHOM
CMYTJIOM JIMLIE YTIO.fHOMOYE€HHOTro. OTpOMHbBIE YCbI Bpaxaeo-
HO OlLUETUHWJIHCh.

— Ecnu Bbl XOTHTE 3HaTb, NPUHSUI JIV S €70 NMpENIOXEHUE,
— Havyan Huk, — To 7 ero He npuHsi. BripodeM, oH cmac
MHE XH3Hb.

— PaHbwie TH roBOpMJA MO-APYyroMy, — TnepeOw1 ero
Kpokkep. — Uto ThI ocBOGOAMI cebd caM — M NMPWIOXWI K
TOMY KaKOi-TO Tpya.

— OH yka3zan MHe 3TOT crnoco6, — Huk nbiTancs coxpa-
HATH caMoobJlafaHHWe, elBa CIIPABISSICh C COOOM, YTOOBl He
BCIILIXHYTb OT pa3apaXeHHsA, KOTOpoe BbI3siBasl B HEM Kpok-
Kep. — Eciu OBl He OH...

— Jla 3TO MpOCTO cKa304Ka, — pe3Ko nepe6mn ero Kpok-
Kep. — Hy-ka, nocnymaeM e€ — Tenepsb yxe BCIO, LIEJTUKOM.
W nocMoTpuM, YTO OHM moayMaioT!

X3aneTT KMBHYIL.

— Pacckaxu Bc€ ¢ caMoro Hayana.

HuxK He Mor M3MeHWTh CBOM paccka3, Jaxe eciau Obl
3axoTes — 31ech Beab 6bUTH BUKapuii H Kpoxkep. Ho Tenepsn
OH U HE HCHBITBIBAI TAKOIO XEJaHHWSA, U C NMPUCYLUUM €My
YTIIpSIMCTBOM pELIIUI, YTO JOJDKEH paccka3aTb BCE, KaK €CTb,
a 3aTeM NYCThb pelialoT, BEpUTb €My WIH HET.

U cHoBa oH noapo6HO omnucai CBOU NPUKITIOYEHHA, HaYyH-~
Hasg C TOW MMHYTHI,- KOTJa BIIEpBLIC YBUIEN ABaJloHa U
KOHYag BcTpeyeii ¢ BukapueM U KpokkepoM. Ero cayanu c
MOJMHBIM BHHUMaHHE M OoJsiblile He nepebuBay. 3aKOHYUB, OH
CTaj XAaThb HEJOBEPYMBLIX BOCKIMIAHMIA, MOJHBIX MOXO3pE-
HHI1, TpeOGOBaHMI NMPOTrHaTh €ro.

273



— Thl... TEI IpOCTO NOAYMaNI — M Y Te6A NOgBWICS HOX?
— Hayan gonpoc Crpayn.

B orBer HuK BuITalWa M3-3a mnosca KIMHOK. Jlpyrue
OCTpble KMHXabl, KOTOpbIe CpeJHEeBEKOBble OpoaAsirH O6pocH-
JIM Ha TOJISHEe, OTIIpaBUBLIHCH Ha BCTpedy CBOeH cyabbe, oH
yxe nepenan Xsmierry H Kpokkepy.

— Bort, 4TO y MeHS1 MOSBWIOCH.

Crpayn BbIXBaTWI Y Hero KIHHOK M TILATEJbHO HM3y4yWJ
€ro, a NMOTOM C JIA3TOM OTIUBLIPHYJI B CTOPOHY Ha KAMEHHBIA
noJ.

— BoT nexuTt TBo# YygecHbIH HOX, — ckasal OH. — A
Tenepb NMOCMOTPHM, KaK Thl OJHOI MBbIC/IBIO BEPHELIb €ro
cebe!

BriosiHe cnpaBeaNMBOe MCMbITaHHE, moayMan HuUK H mo-
BEPHYJICA JIMLUOM K KIMHKY. [Ipoyb H3 rojoBbl BCE MBICJIH,
KpoMe HeOOXOOMMOCTH B3ATb HOX. OH JOJXEH B3ATb €ro...
Kak xe oH 3T0 pmenan paHblie? KHCTh... KHCTb, KOTOpas
XBaTaeT €ro... a 3aTeéM KHCTb...

Huk cocpenotoumicsa Ha MbICIH O KHCTH. OQHaKO, XOTs
€ro roJIoBa pacKajlbIBajlach OT 3TOM HaCTOSTEJNLHOMH MBIC/IH, B
BO3yXe HM4Yero He npoucxoawio. He crywancs rymaH, ¢op-
MHpYs Najiblibl, 06XBaThIBAIOIIHE PYKOATh. 34eCh, B meulepe,
NPUCYTCTBOBAJIO HEYTO TaKoe, Yero He OpUIO Ha IOJAHE,
Kakasi-ToO nperpaja, o KOTopyio 6ecCHIbHO GMIach €ero BoJIA.

— 5 He Mory 3TOro caenaTth, — CKOJIbKO BpEMEHH OH
Hanpsrancs, Huk He 3Han. Yto-To 3aech, B neliepe, CBOAWIO
Ha Her Bce ero ycwius. — Huyero He BLIXOAHT.

— IlotoMy ytO0, — c TpUyMdoM Hadyan Kpokkep, — 3Toro
HHUKOIZa M He 6buio! DTo BC€ Harloe BpaHBE C caMoro
Hayana, g 3HaJ 3T1o!

Ybsa-TO pyka ¢ cHJIOii, B0 60aM BuenmWaach B redo Huxka
M pa3BepHYJa ero, npexie YeM OH YCIesll Oco3HaTh Hamane-
Hue. A noroM Crpayn 4yTh JIM He BIUIOTHYIO NMPHOIHM3WI K
HeMY CBOE JIHLO.

— Ts1 npopasica I'eponbay! A noToM BepHYJCS 3a HaMH.
He Tak otkpbiTO, Kak Pura, — a TaiikoM, nyMas BrepeThca B
nosepue!
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Hux HakJIOHWICS, NBITasCh YBEPHYTbCA OT yaapa, u Ctpa-
Yy He YAaJoCh COMTb €ro ¢ HOT: NMOJYONTYIIEHHBIH, IOHOLIA
OoTJIeTeN K cTeHe. MYTHBIMM IVIa3aMHM aMEepHKaHel CMOTpeJl,
KaK MeXIy HUMH BKIMHWICA X3JIETT.

— Csm! — 3T0 mpo3ByYaslo KaK KOMaHJa, Ha KOTOPYIO
CTpayn oTBETHI XMYpPbIM BOpYaHHEM, HO HE CHEJIall MOMbITKH
OTTOJIKHYTh €M0 U CHOBa HaOpPOCHUTLCS Ha CBOIO XEPTBY.

— OH npojgajics ¥ BEpHYJICA 32 HAMH, — TJIyXO MOBTOPWI
Crtpayn. — BbI 3Haete 3TO, BUKapHid.

— VY Te64 HeT ocHOBaHMii TaKk roBoputh. HH y Koro Her,
— Xsnmnerr obpamajcss He TOJBKO K YIMOJTHOMOYEHHOMY
rpaXnaHCKoil 06OpOHBI, HO M KO BCEM OCTAJIbHBIM, KOTOpPbIE
NMOOLUTH TOOJIXe, OyaTO FOTOBBIE NPHCOEAUHHUTLCS K CTpa-
yay B TOi pacripaBe, KOTOPYIO OH cOOHpaicsl ceiyac YYMHUTD
Hal aMepMKaHLEM; JHLa uX 6sU1Hu 6e306pa3Hbl. Huka oxsa-
TU cTpax. OH 3HAT, YTO C/TyYaeTcs, KOraa MCTEpUs OXBAaThIBAET
Tonny. HaBepHoe, XepTrBa TOorma HCNBITHIBAET TaKOH Xe
yxac?

— Mocnymaiite MeHss BHUMaTeJIbHO, Bce, — TPOIOJIKII
XammeTr. — DTO Ype3BBIYAHHO BAXHO — HE TOJNBKO I
Huxonaca, HoO M IS BceX Hac, NMOCKOJILKY Bbl coGUpaeTech
YCTAHOBHUTH TO, YTO CHUMTaeTe CHPaBEeIIMBOCTBHIO, U NMOTOMY
einé, YTo 3TO MOXET ONpele/IUTh Halle Oynyiee.

B oTBeT pasgancs Kakod-TO 3BYK — HeE TO, YTOOGBI 3TO
6BUTH ClIOBa MPOTECTa, XOTSA, KOHEYHO, OHU BhIpaXalu Ipo-
Tect. OmHako JIIOOM OCTaHOBWIMCH, a CTpayld omnycTua
3aHeCéHHBINH MUIg yaapa Kynak. Temeph BUKapHii, cierka
NOBEPHYBUIKCH, obpatwica Kk Huxy:

— Tul moctan HoX, Koraa 6bu1 oguH?

— Ha... HackoaBKO # 3Hal, — orBetun HuK, crapascs
TOBOPUThH TBEPIO. '

— U TaM He 6pUTO POTHBOACHCTBYIONIEH CHIIBI, CO31aBa-~-
€MOi1 HeBepHeM, Kak 3ech, — cKa3an XamterT. — Korna Tb1
TONBKO YTO NpeNNpHHHUMAN 3[ECh 3Ty MNOMBITKY... YTO TBI
YyBCTBOBa1?

— CIoBHO 31ech NPUCYTCTBYET KaKag-To Nperpana.

— Bot umenHo. Ilperpana, cosmanHas HesepueM. [lo
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KpaiiHeli Mepe, g Tak Aymalo. Heyxenu BaM 3TO He NOHATHO?
— Toc/leNHHMI BoOMpoc OH 3anan He HuKy, a ocTaJbHbIM
Gerieuam.

Hux yBuaen, xak Jlenn JluaHa HEOXOTHO, KakK €My MOKa-
3aJ10Ch, KMBHYJIa T0JI0BOii. A ryosl Muccuc Kitanmn cioxuiucs
B YTBepAMTe/IbHOE «Ia». OCTaIbHBIE CTOSIH ¢ 6ECCTPAaCTHBIM
BunoM. OgHako cnpasa oT Huka paspanica ronoc:

— Ecau Mbl noBepuM eMy, TaK 3HAYMT, OH MOT cIenaTh
ato?

JIunpa Boiuina Brepén. C ogHOI CTOPOHBI OT HEE LICCTBO-
Ban JIxepemu, c apyroit noanpsiruBan JlaHr, u ero
LLIEJIKOBUCThIE YIIKM MSATKO XJIOMAJIM.

— Huk, — nesylika He ctajla XaaThb OTBeTa X9[JleTTa, —
Huk, Bo3bMH MeHA 3a pyKy!

3OT1o ObUT MpHKa3, He npocbba, U He goiaro aymas Huk
nogyuHwics. JIMHOa oTTalIWia ero OT CTEHbI, AHIVIMYaHe
paccTynajuch nepei HUMM, nponyckasi. OHH NPUOIH3IIHCD
K Hoxy. OnHako AeBylIKa He oTmycTwaa pykKy Huka.

— [lonsITaiics elwé pa3 — HeMedJIEeHHO! — BHOBbL NpHKa-
3ajla OHa.

Huk xoren O6BUTO BOCIIPOTUBHUTBLCS, HO BCE 3TO BIPYT
MOKa3aJIoCh €My MaJloBaXHbIM. [lodeMy-To B HEM NOSIBWIACh
yBEpEHHOCTb, KOTOPOIi paHblle He ObU10. HOX... CIBUHYTH C
MecTa HOX...

CocpenoTOYUThCH... BHUAETbh TOJABKO 3Ty CEPEGPHUCTYIO
CTaJlb... KMCTb... AIbIbl XBAaTAIOT PYKOSTh... IOAHUMAIOT...

W Bc€ paBHO BHYTPM HEro ocTaBajach Iperpana, XoTs
KpoMe He€ MOSBWIACh U HOBasl CWIa, KOTOpas nepeTekasa K
HeMY OT pPyKM JIMHABL... M OT OBYX MOXHATHIX TEJ y €€ HOT.
Huk Ha MrHoBeHHe HM3yMWICH, a 3aTeM OTIOPOAWICH OT
Bcero. JlymaTh TONBKO O Hoxe!

A eiu€ pas yBuaen oH 3TO YIUIOTHEHHME BO3AyXa, M3
KOTOPOro MosiBWiIach NMpuU3payHas KUCTb, MEAJIEHHO, Majel|
3a najblUeM, CO3AaBajach OHa, Tenepb He Oyay4H CKOIUICHH-
€M TyMaHa — OHa Ka3zanach BroJjiHe TBEpaoi. OT KHCTH ero
MBICJIM TNEPEeHECAUCh K pyKe. M BoT, AI0iM 3a mI0iMOM,
TIPOTSAHY/IACh OHAa — OT KMCTH K €ro Iuieyy.
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— Hy xe! — MbICIEHHO NpoKpHYaJl OH NpHKa3.

Pyxa yxkopoTwiaach, BTATMBasgch, H KHCTb TNOIMNOJ3/NA K
HeMY, NaJblbl KPENKO 00XBaThIBAJIH PYKOATh HOXa. BoT HoX
3aMep Yy ero HOr, a MOTOM KUCTb Hcyesna. Hox ¢ nsa3roM ynai
Ha KaMeHHBbIH NoJ.

JIunaa BeIycTHNA ero pyky. M1 HMeHHO oHa moBepHynach
K OCTaJIbHBIM U OOpylUWIach Ha 3pUTEJICH:

— Bul Buaenu ato! Bc€ npousouuio Ha BalllMX IV1a3ax. A s
He 3aKiiovana caeaky c¢ IepoinbaoM! OmHako g nepenaia
cBoio 3Hepruio Huky, 4ToObl CIOMHTH CTEHY Balllero HeBe-
pHs, H MHE NOMOTAJIX BOT 3TH IBO€, — J€BYllIKA OCTAHOBWIACh
M, HAOKJIOHHUBLUMCH, B3sJla Ha pyKM JlaHra, cierka KOCHYB-
mIKch royioBbl IxxepeMu.

— Hy, TaK 4T0, BBI CYHTAETE, YTO MBI JDKEM? — cnpociia
OHa B 3aKJIIOYEHHE.

— Bp1 o6a... — Havan G6but0 X3aneTT, onHako JIMHAa TyT
Xe MornpaBwia €ero.

— Hac yetBepo! M s nymalo, Bl Bce MOXETe cAeaTbh 3TO
— XOTA U He nbITatMch. A HUK GbUT BBIHYXIOEH — YTOOLI
crnacTH cebe XH13Hb, H Tenepb Bbl XOTUTE HAKa3aTh €ro 3a 3To!

— OH caenan Bc€ KaK Halo, — YMOJHOMOYEHHBIH rpax-
JAHCKON 060pOHBI NMogo6pa HOX M B3BECHI €Io Ha JIaloHH,
CJIOBHO TEBITasiCh yOeAUTbCS, YTO KIMHOK — MMEHHO TO, YeM
Kaxercsa. — S BuUOeN 3TO CBOMMH IMa3aMH.

— Ma, oH caenan 310, — corjacwicsa BUKapuii. — Mos
poporasi, — obpatwics oH K JIuHOe, — ckopee Bcero, Thl
COBEPLUEHHO MpaBa. Mbl caMH HHKOIZa He TOABEprajluch
TaKMM HCIBITAHUAM, TaK KaK Xe Mbl MOTJIM 3HaTb. A Thl B
caMOM JieJie YBEpeHa OTHOCHTEJIbHO 3THX XUBOTHBIX?

K Huky BepHyJachb 4YacThb CHI, KOTOpbie OH NOTpaTWi,
KOTa cocpeloTOYHBajJCcA Ha HoxXe. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH He ObUI
HAaCTOJIbKO H3HYPEH, BO3MOXHO, IOTOMY YTO €My HMOMOTAJIH.

— ODTH XHUBOTHBIE... OHM 3HaIOT.. — HHWK 3amsncsa B
3aMellaTeIbCTBE.

Pa3pe Mor oH ¢ MOJHOI YBEPEHHOCTBHIO yTBEpXIaTb, YTO
Jlanr n Jdxepemu 3HanH? OH TOJNBKO OOMH pa3 BCTYNWI B
KOHTaKT ¢ KoToM. [ToBepsT 1M oHM, uTO JIXepeMH MaTepHa-
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JM30Bas MbIlb? A YTO KacaeTcs crnoco6HocTeil JlaHra, To TYT
OH Tosarajcsa ToJbKO Ha yBepeHHs1 JIMHABI.

— OHM 3HAIOT, — CHOBA HayajJl OH, — MHOTOE, S AaXe He
3HAal0, CKOJILKO H YTO UMeHHO. /IXXepeMH ToXe MOXET MaTe-~
pHMaIM30BLIBaTh pasHble Belld, — HuUkK xpabpo orbpocun
npoyb MOCJAEAHHE COMHEHMS M paccKa3all UM O MBbIlIH.
OnHako OH HUYEro He cooOUIMI O s0JI0Ke, He Xejasd CHOBa
BbI3BaTb Y KOTa SIPOCTb.

— W Iwepemu 1OoXe! — Muccuc Knann npucraibHO
rnocMoTpesa Ha cBoero yoouMua. — Ho kak... kakum obpa-
30M OH MOXET 3To, ¢3p? — CHIpocHjIa OHa Y BHKapus. —
OH... OH Bellb KOT. M1 OH Yy MeHsI ¢ caMOro poxiaeHus. 31o
nocieaHHuii KoTéHOK cTtapoit Paocc. OH eif TpyaHo Aayicd, U
OHa yMepJia. A 51 He Jaja yMepeTb eMy — OenHo# Kpoxe! S
KOpMHJIa €ro MOJIOKOM M3 Mrpyllie4yHOH OyThUIOYKH, JaBajia
eMy gifna 11... H... JIxxepeMun — KoT! — BO30yXIEHHO 3aKOH-
YMJIa NOXWias XeHILIMHa, 6yaTo moboe UHOe MHEHHE O3HAYacT
KOHell BcsyecKol Ge3omacHoOCTH.

— OH peficTBuTensHo KoT, Moa, — Jlean Jqunana onyctu-
Ja pyKy Ha 1wedyo Muccuc Knann. — Ho pa3Be He MoxeT
OBITh TakK, YTO 3TOT MMpP KaKHM-TO OOpa3oM MeHseT H
XMBOTHbIX. BoT BHOMLIL, ceifyac oH GecnmoKouTcs o Tebe.

OrpoMHBbIH KOT CHAEN Ha 3adHHX Jlanax, BBITSHYB Mepe-
IHHUE BBEpPX TaK, YTO OHHM [JOCTABaJM BLILlIE KOJEH MMCCHC
Knann, u yaepxmusan paBHOBeCcHE€, BLENMUBIIMCH KOTTAMH B
e€ 100Kky. OH T€pcsA roNoBoif O HOTH XEHIIUHBI H I'POMKO
MYPJIBIKA.

— Hxepemu! — OHa HEJIOBKO MpHCesa ¥ B3sUIa €ro Ha
pyku. Ha 3TOT pa3 KOT He mbITAICS BHIPBaThCSA, a Hayal
TepeTbes 00 €€ nmoaboponok, MpoaosrKasi (POMKO MYPJILIKATh.

— MHe TaK Bc€ paBHO, YTO OH MOXET AejlaTh CTpaHHLIE
BelllM, — oObABWIA MHccHC Kianmn gepe3 HECKOJBKO CEKYHA.
— JxepeMH HUKOMY He MPUYHHHT 371a. Tonbko aobpo... Bor
M cedyac OH Jan HaM 3HaTh, YTO 3TOT MapeHb TOBOPHT
npapay. JXXepeMH — XOpOLUMM KOT.

Xaanert u Jlean /InaHa nmoMornu €il MOOHATLCA, a Ha €€
pyKax mno-npexHeMy aexan IxepeMmu.
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— KoneyHo, Moan. U kak Bce KOIIKM, — IpPOAOIXKWI
BMKapHii, — OH, 0e3 COMHEHHS, CMOTPDMT Ha BElUH Kyia
6osnee pazymMHo, YyeM GonblunHCTBO mioneii. He 6ecnokoiicsa
Hacyér [IxepeMmHu.

Crpayn BepHyJ1 BHMMaHHe cobpaBimuxcg Kk Huky.

— [locnywiaii, npusaTenb, — OH MPOTSIHYN BNEPER PYKY,
KynaK KoTopoif ocTaBwl Ha juile Huka 6BICTpo cHHeloLIHit
KpoBonoAaTéK. — Ecam Tbl cunTaeuns, YTo 3a To60i AODKOK
3a TOT MO yaap, YTO X, s He 06MXYCh, €CJIH Thl €0 BEPHELID.
IIpu3Halo, YTo MajJleHLKO NMOTOPOIMWICH.

Hux noxan ero pyxy.

— Huxkaxux obua, — HMCKpeHHe OTBETWI IOHoma. — S
OyMaJl, YTO HUKTO MHE He TNOBEPHT, Ja 1 M caM cebe ModuTu
He Bepwi. 1 MHe He XouyeTcd B CBOIO oyepenb JPOGHUTh TBOIO
YeNIICTh, — OH C O0JIerYeHUEM paccMesUICs, JaXe CIHIIKOM
rpoMKo. — Yero MHe AeHCTBUTENBHO XOTEJIOCh — 3TO, YTOObI
BBl BBICJIYLLUAJIM MEHH...

AMepuKaHell He 3HaJ, HacTaja JId Nopa BLICKA3aThCH
Hayuctoty. OHaKo ceifyac aHIJIMYaHE K HEMY paclnojioxe-
HBbI, KaK pa3 MIOTOMY, 4YTO NOCIELIIH HECTIPABEIMBO OCYIHTh
ero. [ToroM nmoao3peHMs1 MOTYT CHOBa BCIBIXHYTb, TaK YTO
JIy4llle BBICTYTIUTD C MpeAJIOKEHUEM ceifdac — MNoKa OHH ellé
YYBCTBYIOT c€0s1 HEMHOTO BHHOBAaTHIMM M MCILITHIBAIOT He-
JIOBKOCTb.

— M o uém xke? — cnpocun Kpokkep 6e3pa3iTHYHBIM
ToHOM. OH, noHan Huk, He yyBcTBOBan 3a coboil HHKaKoii
BHHBI.

— Jla BOT... BBI cabllIany, 1 MoBTOpwi cioBa ['eponbaa. U
Crpayn cooOluwi, 4To oH Buaed. Bce BblI 3HaeTe, YTO MHMO
CIUTOLIHEIM NIOTOKOM HAYT OpoasrH, H, MOXoXe, TO, YTO HX
TOHMT, HAXOAHUTCA Ha ceBepe. 3MeCh €CTb TOJIbKO OHO MECTO,
no-HacTosluleMy 6e3omacHoe, H KOTOpoe HaM H3BECTHO, —
ropon.

Huk oxugan HoBoi Bcnblikd rHeBa. Ho mpowmsouwio
COBEpLIEHHO 06GpaTHOE TOMY, YTO OH IIpeAIoJarai.

— Tl UMeelns B BUAY — NPUHATH NpeanoxeHue 'epons-
na? — pesko cripocun Kpoxxkep. — S nporus! Buaure, yro
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OH JesaeT? — o6GpaTWICA JIETYMK K OCTIbHBIM. — To, yTO
OH MpPOTAllWI 3TOT HOX MO MOoJy, ell€ He O3HayaeT, YTO OH
He npopaica! [oBopio BaM — OH Mpojajicsi — WIM NYCTh
JOKAXET, YTO 3TO He Tak!

OHH cHOBa OTNpAHY/MH Hazan. [a, Huk ommbes. Crpayn
6bUT yXXe FOTOB CHOBAa MYCTUTh B X0 KYJIaKH, TOJILKO TeTeph
Yy YTIOJIHOMOYEHHOTIO I'PAXAAaHCKONH OOOPOHBI B PyKe HOX...

— Kak s Mory mokasatb 310?

CTpayn rsgen He Ha Hero, a Ha BHKapus.

— IlycTb OH caenaet 3TO, C3p, ecau 3axoueT. U cpaszy —
HHUKAKHUX npobieM...

— JMa, — X3aneTT Kasaicsl ycTanabIM. — Torma, eciau Thl
npoinéuis ¢ HamMu, Hukonac...

IOHoIa He MOHMMAaJ, YTO OHHU XOTSIT OT HEro, Ho, Kak H
CTtpayny, eMy XOTeJIOCh HaBCeraa NMOKOHYUThL C 3THM [EJIOM.
JInGo oHM noBepsT eMy ceityac, 1M00 Xe eMy NpUIETCA YHTH.
W, noHan oH, MbICJAb 00 M3rHAHMHU €My COBCEM HE HpaBH-
J1ack.

Bukapuii noén ero, Crpayna m Kpokkepa B HeGOblIYyIO
neiiepy, UCMONb3yeMYylo AJI1 XpaHeHUs] TIPOAYKTOB, XOTs HX
octasioch coBceM Mano. Tam Kpoxkkep Bhimamwn:

— Hy xopowro. Trl cka3an, YTo NMpeacTaBUIIbL HaM AOKa-
3aTeNnbeTBa. PasgeBalics.

— Yr10? — He noHsan Huk.

— C 4yeJI0BEeKOM MpPOUCXOAST onpeneEHHble du3nyecKue
n3MeHeHus. Kaxercs, s1 yxe ropopui o6 3ToM tebe, Huko-
Jac, — MnosicHWI BHKapHii. — OHM TMNOSBISIOTCS BCKOpE
nocsie 3axnodeHus caenkd. C tex nop, Kak Tbl Buaea le-
ponbaa, npouuio Gonee AByX cyToK. Eciau Tl MpHHAN ero
NpeaioxXeHNUe, Mbl OOHApYyXUM 3TH M3MEHEHHU.

— INonumaro, — orBet1 HUK ¥ Havan cTacKuBaTh ¢ cebs
py6aiuky. Eciu MM HYXHBI 1OKa3aTe/lbCTBa, ceiyac OHU MX
MoJyyar.

I'nasea wemwvipnadyamasn

Jyn cBexuii BeTep, U yTpo BelAasnoch sicHoe. HUKy cTpacTt-
HO XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBbl y Hero 6nu1 6MHOKIL. OH mo6wics

280



CBOEIo: XOTSl YIIOJTHOMOMYEHHBII IrpaXaaHCKOH OGOpOHBI M
BO3paxaJsl NMpPOTHUB 3TOro mnoxoaa, oHH BMecTe co CrpayaoM
BEpHYJIUCb Ha IpsAny XOJMOB, OKpyXaloUIUX ropona. [Bura-
JIUCb OHH HOYaMH. ’

Benp ocraBaThes B Nelliepe H HUYEro He JenaTh ObLIO ellé
xyxe. OHM HaxoAWJIHCh OYKBaJbHO B 3aTOYEHHH TaM — Hebo
TaK U KULIEJO JISTAIOLUMMH TapelKaMHu, OXOTHBUIMMHCS Ha
6oponsir. 1 nosTroMy mnoka elI€ AOBOJBHO TYMaHHBIN TILUIaH
Huxa nonbITaThCsl OTKPBITh CEKPET 6€30MaCHOCTH PadyXHbIX
GalleH HalLEN NMOAIEpPXKKY Y aHrMyaH. M BOT Temepb OHH
CMOTPEIH H3 YKPBITHSA Ha paBHHUHY, MBITAsICh CIUVIAHUPOBATh,
KaKMM 006pa3oM MOXHO mnoaoOpaThCsi MOOGIMXKE K ropoay.

XoTa Ha paBHHHe pocja TpaBa, HuKy mnokasainoch, H
Crpayn cornmacwicsi ¢ 3TUM, YTO OHA HEJOCTAaTOYHO BBICOKA,
YTOOBbl MOCNYXHUTh HAOEXHBIM NPUKPBITHEM NS HUX. [a H
BOOOl1le, ecThb JIH XOTb KAKOH-HUOYADb LIAHC IJIs BLIMOJTHEHUS
ero raHa, Huk He 3Han. Ho 3mech Hesb3si ObUTO 3aepXH-
BaTbCsl CIULIKOM Hojiro. CTOMT TOJMBLKO JIETAlOLUEH Tapeske
HanacTb Ha ropofd, 4To ciydaeTcs, Kak ropopun Crtpayn,
BpeMsl OT BpeMEHH, — W OHM 3aCTPSHYT 3[eCh Ha [OOJIHe
Yackel.

— Hy, nanHo, g nonpo6yio? — HHUK nMogHsuica Ha HOTH.
Cronbko ceiiyac 3aBHCEJIO OT HEro, OT €ro BHOBb NpHOOGpe-
TEHHOH CHOCOOHOCTH HCIOJIb30BaTh CBOM TAMHCTBEHHBIH
TanaHT. OH, KOHEYHO, HEMHOIO YTIPaXHsUICSA, HO Bpsd JH
JIOCTaTOYHO...

— [laBaii, npoOyii, WIH Xe HaM MNpHIOETCS BEPHYThCA
HeconoHo xinebasuiyd, — orBetw1 Crpayn. — Mel Bedb 3a
3TMM U NPHLUIM cloaa.

OH 4TO, AYMAaET, YTO OKA3aBLUUCH 31€Ch, B caMbIii nocien-
HUit MoMeHT Huk ctpycut? OH 4TO, NEHCTBUTENBHO Haaescs
Ha 3710? Ecnu Tak, To ero HeBepue B Huka npuseno K npsamMo
npotuBonoyioxHoMy 3cddekry — noaronakdHyno Huxka x pe-
LIUTELHBIM ACHCTBHAM.

I'eponba.

MbricieHHO aMepHKaHell Bocco3ial B naMsaTH oomuk [e-
posibAa. A NMOTOM TOT NpeAcTal Nepe] HUMH BOOYHIO — U YXe
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He B Mbicnax. OH caenan 31o! OH JEHCTBHTEILHO caeiai 3To!
He ¢usuyecxu 3axBatuth 'eponbaa B IUIeH, KaK OH Aymall
criepBa, a CIIPOeLPOBaTh €ro H3o6paXeHHe U co3IaTh ero...

— A co3nan ero! — BockiaukHyn HuK.

— Bpone noxox, — cornacwicss Ctpayn. — A Tbl CMO-
Xellb yaepXaTb ero?

— Nomxen. Hy, a mowén...

Hux Havan cryckaTbesl no ckioHy. I'eponsa ucyes, npo-
nan, xorma Huxk otBnéxca. Ho xorma oH mnoHazoburcs,
JIOHOIIA CMOXET CHOBA CO3aTh ABaJIOHa — JIOJDKEH CO34aTh.
Crpayn ocTraHeTcsl B YKPHITHM M OyaeT OTTyna CAeOWTh 3a
HuM. OHH He OBUIM YBEpEHHI, CMOXET JIM 3Ta MLIIO3HUA
CroqUTLCS IUIA HBOMX, a TIOCKOJNbKY CIIOCOGHOCTBIO MaTepHa-
JIN30BBIBaTh OOJagan Toabko HHUK, OH OTIpaBHICA OOMH.

M BoT Tenepb OH Gexan mo Bcé Gosiee poBHOM 3eMie,
OXBaYeHHBIH BO30yXIAeHHEM, HANPSDKEHHBIH, 9TO OBIBAacT C
MOoABMHU B MOMEHTERI, NpeAIIECTBYIOINHE HCITHLITAHUAM. Boo6-
me-to Huk cran Gonblile yBepeH B cebe ¢ TOro MOMEHTA B
nelepe, Koraa eMy yaajloch JoKa3aTh, YTO OH He TpeaaTeib
CBOETO polia, ¥ YTO €ro MOTYLIECTBO — HE CJIEACTBHUE CASIKHU
¢ HapogoMm ¢ XonmoB. Emé nBa AHS OH TMpoBepsa CBOi
TaJJaHT, ¥ BMeCTe C HUIM — M OCTaJIbHbIE.

Y BHKapus oka3alMch HeGoJblIHE CNOCOOGHOCTH K BOC-
CO3NaHHUIO NpeIMETOB, a YTO Gojlee CTpaHHO — Yy MMCCHC
Knanm oHH NpOsSIBISUINCH ellé CWIbHEe, XOTs OHa OBICTpO
ycraBana. Kpokxep pelIHTeNbHO OTKA3QICA OT 3THX ITONbI-
ToK. Ero Henpusiszub K Huky Tonpko Bospocna, Huk Geut B
3TOM YBEpEH, a BOBCE He yMeHblIWwIach. SIpye BCero 3ToT
TJIAHT MPOSBWICA B XeHIMHax: JIunaa, JIXuH (XOTA OHa
BBIKa3bIBajla TaKoe Xe, Kak Kpokxep, HenoBonecTBO), Jleau
JuaHa — Bce OHM MOIJIM CO3[aBaTh NONOOHLIE WUTIO3UH, 4 Y
JIunabl, KOoTOpas AeicTBOBaNa B €AHHOM CBA3M ¢ JIxepeMH H
JlaHroM, OHHU MoNy4Yanuch CaMbIMH CHJIBHBIMM H JOJIO Aep-
XaJIUCh.

Ho ansa Bcex oKa3anoch HEBO3MOXHBIM JOCTaTOYHO BOJITO
YAepXHUBaTh HX, H YeM Ooblie OHH CTapallUCh, TEM CKopee
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ycraBaii. HUK He 3Hajl, CKOJIBKO OH CMOXET yAepXWBaTh
o6pa3 I'eponbaa, gaxe eciu eMy yaacTcsl HCIONbL30BaTh €ro
KaK K104, YToObl MPOHUKHYTH B NOpO/I.

OH He Bepma, yro Hapoa ¢ XoiMoB neiicTBHTENbHO
yrpoxaeT KoMy-HUOynb U3 Gpomar. Eciu BepuTh ABaJOHY,
TO, KaXeTcs, ec/IM Oerielild OTKA3BIBAIOTCA OT €ro IpeaioxXe-
HHS, TO Ha HUX INPOCTO-HANpOCTO He obpalaior Gonsblie
BHHUMaHMS.

OnHako COXpaHHMTCS M 3To OGe3pasiMyue, KOrma OHH
MpeoOoNEIOT X HEBHAMMYIO 3alUTy H BOMIYT B ropol, €Clu
o6GHapyXuTcs, YTO OHH yyXaku? JIBa npenbiaymmx aHa Huk
GONBUIYI0 YacTh BpPEMEHH MPOBEN C aHIIMYAaHAMH, YTOOLI
y3HaThb BCE, YTO OHH TOJIbKO 3Hanu o Hapoae ¢ Xonmos u
3TOM Iropoje, XOTs OHH U H3Gerajii nogo6HbIX pa3roBOpOB A0
3Toro.

VIMeHHO M3 ropofia, WiH ropoaoB (OHH BHIAEIHM H APYTHE)
nosensgercst 'eponsa, wm Ieponpabi. IM BcTpeyanuch u
apyrue Jlionn ¢ XonMoB — Bpoje Toro 3en€éHoro Yenoseka B
Jlecy — KOTOpble XHBYT KTO B BOAE, KTO Ha cylle —
HHUCKOJNBLKO He NMpHBsi3aHHbIE K ropoaaM. XoTs ISl BceX HHUX,
KakK cyHTan X3MJIeTT, 3TOT MHP ObLT POAHBLIM.

JIns ono3HaHWs YBUACHHBIX MM CylIeCTB BMKapHii ONH-
paJicsl, KaK OH CaM ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO INIPHU3HABaTl, Ha MOTy3a0bIThie
npeJaHus ero crpaHbl. Bo3MOXHO, ero Xoragku MMeaH He-
OOoNBLIYIO LIEHHOCTb, HO HUYETo APYToro y HHX He Obulo.

KpoMe Hapoaa ¢ XomMoB, KOTOpbIi, Moxoxe, Ge3paznmd-
HO OTHOCHJICA K NpHUILEeNbLAM, MONAJATUCh H APYTHE, KOTOphIE
onpenel€HHO ObUIM omacHel Mg moaeil. Ho oHH B cBolo
odepenb OOMTAIH B IHOJIBIX MECTaX, M €CJIM M36eraTh Momo-
OHbIX paliOHOB M He ToOMNajaTbcs B JIOBYLIKH, BpOJ€ TOro
neHus1, Koropoe HHK ciplan Bo BpeMsl JOXIA, TO OHH He
NpeACTaB/sUTH 60MbIIOH Yrpo3hl.

Haxoneu Huk mobpancs mo posHoH 3emiH. OH XoTen
no6rxe MOJAOMTH K ropoly, Npexae YeM Co3qaTh HUTIO3HIO.
Ho HeBo3MOXHO 6BUIO yranaTh, 3aMETIWIM €r0 yXe WIH HeT.
OH CKOHLIEHTpHMpOBAJICsS, NMPU3BaB Ha NOMOLUBIO BCE CBOH
CWIBI.
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U cHoBa nosasuica I'eponba. HuUk He crapaica caenats
OTYET/IMBBIMH KAXAYIO J€Talb B €ro 06/IMKe — JOCTaTOYHO U
TOro, yTo6bl BHELUHUWI BHIA €ro «MpOBOAHHKAa» ObUT CXOX C
opuruHasioM. BMecTe ¢ co3naHueM, HmiaraBLUIMM BIiEpeaH HEro,
Huxk OnicTpo HampaBWICS K OallHSIM.

CTpaya nokasaj IOHolle, IIe Mo €ro MHEHMIO NOJDKEH
6BITh HEBUAUMBIN 3KpaH, H HUK cTpacTHO Xenan ckopee ero
JOCTH4Yb, YTOOLI NMPONHTH CXBO3b Hero B ropoa. OmHako Bcé
CBO€é BHMMaHHe OH JOJDKeH ObUl1 cocpeqoTo4MBaTh Ha ¢aH-
TOMe.

OHH MHHOBAJH TO MECTO — OOHAKO paloBaThcs ObLIO
paHo, notoMy uto Crpayn Mor owmmbatbcsi. OH OOLKeH
COXPaHATb WUTIO3HIO CKOJIBKO cMOXeT. Ho HanpsixeHHe yxe
HayaJio CKa3bIBaTbC — OH IMNOYYBCTBOBAJ YCTaJNOCThb. YTO,
€CJIM eMy He yaactcs yaepxaTh daHToM? He okaxeTcs 11 OH
Torga IVICHHMKOM BHYTPH 3TOro 3KpaHa?

Huk ynpamo Gopoics co cBoeil cnabocTbio, COXpaHAA
HYXHYI0 KOHUEHTpPalHIO. A TIOTOM...

I'opoa... oH npowén B ropox!

DTOT Nepexo OCYUIECTBWICA TaK OBICTPO, CJIOBHO 3[aHUA
BAPYT caMM co60ii BO3HECJMCh BOKPYT. DTH 3maHus... Huk
Gosbllle He TOMHMWI 0 I'eposibie H O TOM, YTO HYXHO CJIEAUTD
3a ero o6pasomM.

Ha, 3necs, B ropoge, CTOSUIM 30aHHMS, BO3HOCHBLIMECSH
BBICOKO B Hebo, c nBepsAMH, OKHaMH, yauuaMu. Ho roe xe
moau? Yauusl 66UTH MYCTHIHHBI, HUKTO HE MPOTY/JIMBAICA 1O
6eno-3e1€HOMY TPOTyapy, He KATWINCh aBTOMAalIMHbI. JIBepH
OBLTH 3aXJIOMHYTHI, a OKHA, JaXe eCJIM U He ObUIM CKPBITHI 32
CTaBHAAIMM, UMeIHM HeNpoHMIaeMblii BuO. CTeHbl 6rmecTenu
CTEKJITHHBIMH MOBEPXHOCTSIMH, CIOBHO AEHCTBUTENLHO OBLUIH
caenaHpl M3 XpycTalsd, HaJJOXEHHOIO Ha KakKoH-TO HeIpo-
3payHblli MatepHajl. M Ha HMX Mrpaay, IepelHBaJIUCh,
nepeTeKast APYT B Apyra, BCeBO3MOXHbIE OTTEHKH 3€JIEHOTO,
roiyboro ¥ KpacHOro LIBETOB.

Huxk nocrosn B HepeurnTensHocTH. B ropone He paznaba-
Jocb HHUKaKHX 3BYKOB. MoXeT, OH CTOslJI CpelN pYHH,
NOKMHYTHIX BeKa Ha3aa. Ho eciu 3To U B caMOM Jesie pyHHBI,
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TO He OBUIO BUOHO HMKAKMX CJIEOB 3PO3UH, HH TPEIUIUH, HH
pa3pyLUCHHH...

MenieHHo u octopoxHo Huk momowén K Omuxaiiiiei
CTEHE M HEpPELIUTEJIBHO NMPOTAHYJ BIepEA PYKY, YTOObI Koc-
HYThCSl KOHYMKAMHM TNaJIblLicB €€ MOBEPXHOCTH, HO TYT Xe
OTAEPHYJ TaJOHb, NOTOMY YTO OLIYTII HE XOJIOX KaMHS WIH
XpycTaiisi, a TEIUTYIO MyJIbCHPYIOLIYIO MTOBEPXHOCTb.

BHeprus, B 3THX CT€HaX 3aKJIio4yajach KAKasi-TO 3HEprus.
OTO0 MOrJo OOBLACHATh HMX cHsAHMe. Bech ropoa Mor OvITh
ITeHEpPaTOpOM WM aKKyMYJISTOPOM 3HEPIHH.

IOHo11a HepelIMTENBHO MOCTOSUT Ha TAHYBLIEHCS MpPSMO
Bnepén ynmuue. EcaM HUKyna He cBOpayMBaTh, OH Bedb He
norepsierca? Onnanes co6oii, Huk HanpaBuics Bnepén. Ho
3TO OBUTO BCE, YTO OH MOr clejiaTb, YTOObI OCTaBaThCS
XO3SIUHOM TIOJIOXEHMHA.

IToToMy YTO OH 3HaJl, ¥ 3HAJl HABEPHIKA, KAXIOH KIEeTKOM
CBOEro TeJsia, YTO TOpOay WIH TeM, KTO 3IeCh OOMTal, U3BeC-
THO, KTO OH TakKO#: He3aKOHHO INPOHUKHYBIIMHM NpHlIEel.
OH aBaxabl OCTAHABIHBAICA M ONVISIObIBAICS, OAHAKO BCend
3a HUM He BO3HOCWIHCbh BHE3allHO HOBbIE CT€HbI, KaK He
OBUIO BHIHO M CTpaxeii, YTOOBI OTpe3aTh EMy NMyTh K OTCTYTI-
JIEHHI0. YJIHUBI IO-MpeXHeMY OCTaBaJIUCh THXUMH H
MyCTHIHHBIMH.

H Bcé xe, rne 3necs npauyrcd moau? Heyxenn HaceneHue
ropoja Tak YMEHBIIWIOCH, YTO OCTaJIach JIMLIb NOPCTKA BBI-
XHBHIMX, OOHMTalOLIMX B caMoM ueHTpe? HMiam, Moxer,
Ha3BaHUA U3 ero coGCTBEHHOIo MHpa 3lech He roasrcs.
MoxeT, Bcsl 3Ta OrpoMHasl TMOCTPOMKA CIYXHT KaKOi-TO
COBEpILICHHO HHOH Lieau. OnHako oTciona BbIXoauT ['eponby
M CIola Xe OH BO3BpallaeTcsd C TeMH, KTo NMpUHUMaeT ABa-
moH. Huk caM Buzen 3To.

BHe3anHo aMepHKaHell 3aMETWI BIEPeAU OTKPBITOE Ipo-
CTPaHCTBO, Ie HAXOAWIOCH HEYTO, UCITyCKaBLIee Ype3BblYaiHO
SIPKMH CBET, TaKoil fApKUi, 4ro 3abonenu rasa, u Huk
noxajeJs, YTO y HEro HeT ¢ coboii COMHUE3allMTHBIX OYKOB
JIunasl. HOHola moBepHyJCS K CTeHe W Opocun B3IAA
BBepX. OnHaAKO GalllHs BO3HOCHIACH TaK BBICOKO, YTO Y HEro
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3aKpYXWIach roJioBa, KOTrla OH TOMbITAICA YBUAECTb €€ Bep-
IMHY Ha ¢doHe yTpeHHero Heba.

A motoM, HeMHOoro ocMeneB, HuK KocHyncsi namoHbio
nBepH B creHe. OHa ObUla cienaHa M3 Opyroro Marepuana,
HEeXeJN CTeHa, H MO BMAY Ka3ajach LEJbHOH IUIMTOH M3
cepebpucroro Merajuia. HuK yBuaen Ha Heil BHIrpaBUPOBaH-
HBIii y30p M3 MHOXECTBa JIMHHUI, 06pa3yiolnX 3aMbIC/IOBaTHIH
pucyHok. Korna oH cHoBa NpHKOCHYJCA K IBEpH, TO BHOpa-
K Gosnblile He ObLTO, a e/lBa OH NMPOBEN MNaJbLIAMHU BIONb
JIMHUH OpHaMeHTa, KaK PUCYHKH CTalH 6oJjiee OTYETIUBLIMH
M npuobpenu cMBICH, KoTopelii HuK mocTturan He ogHUM
TOJILKO 3pEeHHEM.

3mecy 6bUIM M306pakeHBl CTPaHHBIE 3BEpH, HEKOTOpLIE
TIOXOAWIH Ha TeX, YTO OH BCTpeyas B Jiecy — cpean HuX Huk
3aMeTWI eQUHOpOTa, — BCTPEYaINCh ¥ TYMaHOUAHBIE Cyllec-
TBa. BoKpyT HUX CIUIeTa/IMCh JIEHTHI C THCBMEHAMHU, NTOAOOHBIX
KOTOPBIM 10OHOIIIA HHKOIAA He 3HaJ.

Huk Bcero HecKoJIbKO CeKyHI OTYETIMBO BUAE] PUCYHKH,
a 3aT€M OHHM HCYE3JIM, H OCTAIHMCh TOJIBKO €1Ba pa3In4YHMble
LlapanuHbl.

Ilotom Huk nepeiuén K cnenywoouieit ABEpH U CHOBA NpH-
KOCHYJICA PYKOIA K €€ noBepXHocTH. U1 BHOBB yBHIEN PUCYHKH,
ONHAKO OHHU OTIMYAINChL OT MNpeapiaylinx M ¢opMoH, M

colepXaHHEM.
Yro TaM, 3a nBepaMu? Huk cnerka Haxan. He 6bu10 BUAHO
HHM 3allopoB, HM 3aMKOB, HHU py4eK — HMYero, c 4Ybei

MOMOLIBI0 MOXHO ObUTO 6BI MX OTKPBHITB. M KaK OH HH
MBDKWICA, HO OHHM OCTaBAaJIHCh HEMOABWKHBIMH.

3anepTeie OBepM, NMycTHIHHBIA ropoa. Huk BepHynca Ha
cepenVHY Y/UILY M ycTpeMmwics nanble. U XoTs eMy Bcé ewné
Ka3aJloch, YTO KTO-TO... YTO-TO HAO/MIOdaeT 3a HUM, YBEPEH-
HOCTDb B 3TOM ObL1a 3aMeTHO NokonebneHa. B aToM Mecre oH
He 9yBCTBOBaJ HHKAKOIi yrpo3sl. Eciu oH U BTOprcsa Hemnpo-
IIEHHO B KaKyl0-THOO CBATHIHIO, TO TOTA CTPAXH, €CIH OHHU
€lllé OCTaBaJIUCh 371€Ch, NOKA €€ HE PEIUIN, NpeaCTaBIdeT
JIM OH YTpO3Yy AJ1s1 HUX WIH HeT. U yeM fosblile OHH pa3MblllI-
asor, TeM Huk 6yaer yBepeHHee ce6s yyBcTBOBaTh. OqHAKO
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THIIMHA caMa no cebe Morna TauTh yrpo3dy, KakK Hayal
NOHHMATb I0HOLIA.

OH peuIMTe/IbHO HampaBWICS HABCTpeYy CHSIHMIO, TNpPH-
KpbIBasl I71a3a pyKoH oT sipKkoro osecka. Y BOT OH BbillleN K
TOMY, YTO, HaBepHOe, SIBJISUIOCH CepALIEM Iopojia, XOTs Yy HEro
He OBUIO HUKAKOH BO3MOXHOCTH NPOBEPHTH, TaK JH 370. OT
Iiouaagyu pasberajuch Mo CTOpOHAM MATh YIHL, aO6COMIOTHO
MOXOXMX Ha Ty, MO0 KOTOpOW OH 1€n, U ¢popMoii TuioLaab
HalOMHHaJIa MATHKOHEYHYIO 3Be3dy, JIydaMH KOTOpPOM Ciy-
KHIH YJIHLbI.

OpnHako Teneps, KOIga OH OKAa3aJiCs COBCEM PSIOM C 3THM
CHSAHHEM, OHO HE CBEpDKAJO TaK fAPKO, KAK paHbllle, H OH
y3HaJ, YTo 3T0 Takoe. [IoToMy YTO OH BHAEN 3TOT 3HaK U B
CBOEM POJHOM MHpE M 3HaJl, YTO 3TO OYEHb APEBHUI CHMBOJI.

B camMoM ueHTpe 3Be3nbl HAXOOWICS E€THNETCKMiA aHK —
BIIHCaHHBIi B OKPYXHOCTb KpecT. Kazanock, oH 6511 caenaH
He M3 XpycTaisd, KakK OalllHH, a U3 KpacHOBaTo-0yporo MeTai-
Jla. A B LIEHTPE CUSUIM FMTaHTCKHE CBEPKAIOLIUE CaMOLIBETEHI,
KaKUX He OXBaTUTh M AByMs NagoHsaMH. Ho pa3se Moryr B
NpHpoIe CYLIeCTBOBAaTh TakMe KaMHH? Pa3Be ciawlian kKro-
HUOYAb O ApParoleHHbIX KAMHAX TaKoro pasMepa?

OHH-TO U H3NYYaTIH CBET — 3€JIEHBIN, roy6oit u Genblit...
OIHAKO JaXe He MPOCKAJIb3bIBAIO HH KPaCHOIO, HH XEITOro
oTTeHKOB. [lo TOMy, 9TO CHMSIHHE Ppa3HMBAIOCh HOBOJILHO
BeICOKO Haa HukoM, OH mpHIU€N K BHIBOAY, YTO aHK AOCTH-
Tajl B BBICOTY YeTHIPEX- WIH NATHITAXHOIO 3MaHHS.

OT Hero MCXOAW1I TaKOil MOILIHBI TOTOK 3HEPrHMH, UYTO
Huxk nouyBcTBOBaJ roNIOBOKpYyXeHHE U cnabocts. OH mowar-
HYJICS M HEBOJIBHO OTCTYNWI Ha3aAd. A MOXeET, 3TO U €CTb
ycTpoiicTBo, obecneynpaoouiee Hapony ¢ XonMoB 6e3omac-
Hocts? OnHako OTKyAa 3nech Oepércsa 3Heprua? Huk He
BHIEJ] HHKAKMX MallMH. A MOXET, aHK — NPUEMHHK HIH
peTpaHcasaTop?

Huxk nokaynyncg. JInue ceifyac U3yMICHHE BiepBLIE CMe-
HMWIOCH JIEACHALIUM AyUIy CTPaxoM. JT0... 3T0 CWIbHee ero.
ITo xoxe mpobexasn XOJNIOAOK, FOJOBOKPYXEHHE YCHIWIOCH.
OH noymkxeH G6exaTb.
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Ho B cuiax nM oH 3To chenars? O1a ynuua.. Kakum-Tto
o6pa3oM eMy yaajJoch NOBEPHYTLCS, XOTd IPKUI CBET caMo-
LIBETOB TIOYTH OCJIENMII €r0. YXOAHTh... OTCIONA... NIPOYb...

Ha HeTBEpALIX, 3areTaloliMxcd Horax Huk moGexas, uzo
BCEX CHJI CTapasich oOpaTbcsl IO Hayasla 3HAKOMOM Y/IuLIbI.
Ho eMy xa3anocs, 4T0o OH yrofwi B 60/10T0 ¥ 6penéTr, rryboko
3aBSI3HYB B TpsCHHe. UTO-TO XagHO BHITATHBAJIO M3 HETO
CWIbI, €T0 XHU3HEHHBIe CWILL. OH doaxcen GLICTpEe YXOOUThb
TpoYb!

Hux cnoTkHysics, ynaja, HO KaKHM-To o0pa3oM IOIHSUICS
Ha YeTBEpPeHbKM M Tpoaookun non3td Brepén. Ilo obe
CTOpPOHHI OT HEro B3AbIMAINCh 30aHusA. OH Bcé-TaKu qo0pa-
cf 10 yAULBI, HO TIPOABHHYJICA MO Hel coBceM Majo. EMy He
BBIOpaThCA...

Hux cymopoxHo XBaTal pTOM Bo3nyX. Kaszanochk, 4TO
KaKO¥M-TO HAacoC OTKAYHMBAET BO3[AyX, U €My He XBaTajo
BO34yXa, YTOOB HAMOJHHUTD JIETKHE — IOHOLIA 3aIbIXaJiCs.

OH exaJl HHYKOM, BHITAHYB BIIEPEN pyKH, H TATbLBI €10
cnabo 1eBEeTWIHCH, MBITASICh HALIYTIaTh 1UEIb MEXAy IUIMTa-
MU MOCTOBOMH, YTOOBI OH MOT MOATSHYTbCS BHEpPEN clIE XOTH
Obl Ha OOMH-IBA QIOHMa.

«Aném»

Yeapnuan 14 oH 310? HUK BCE elé nuIrascs 1eBeIUTbCA.
Ho kakue-To pyKu yXe TallWIH €ro 3a IUVIEYH NMpoyb OT 3TOi
3Be3/bl, BHU3 IO YIHLE, NToJablie OT FyOMTeJIbHOTO BO3AEH-
CTBUS aHKA. A y Hero He 6bUIO JaXe CHJI, YTOObI ITOCMOTPETD
BBEPX M YBUAETb, KTO — WIH YTO — IMpPHLIEA K HEMy Ha
noMollb. JTo He Mor GbITh I'eponsa — Beadh TO GbUIA MPOCTO
co3naHHasg UM wumosnsd. Moxert, Ctpayn? Meicau ¢ TpyaoM
BOpOYaJIMCh Y HETO B rojioBe. Tenepb eMy GbUTO BCE paBHO,
KTO CIIacaeT ero.

IlokanpiBaHMe HMIrojio4yeK B Tejie Ociablio, OMHAKO 3TO He
BepHy/o eMy cwi. Korna xe pyku, cXHMaBllIHe ero, paccia-
OWINCH, OH, NpHIarasg HeMMOBEPHbIEC YCWIHS, TIEpeBEpHYJICS,
yTOOBI B3MISSHYTh HAa CBOETrO CracuTeNs.

B 3TOT pa3 e€ He okpyxaJ NnpH3payHblil Opeon cBeTa, OHA
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Ka3ajlach COBEpIUICHHO HACTOSALICH, U3 TUTOTH U KpoBH. U Ha
€€ lIexax He ObUTO CNE3.

— Pura... .

OH goyxeH ObU1 MpOU3HEecTH ¢€ KM BeayX. Mnn oHa, kax
JIxepeMH, MOXET YUTaThb €r0 MBIC/IH?

— Jla, s Puta, — B rosioce AeBylIKH YyBCTBOBAJIach Ta Xe
OTYYXAEHHOCTD, YTO U y 'eponbaa.

OnHako e€ MHLO He ObUIO HAacTOJbKO Oe3pa3MUYHbIM, KaK
y ABanoHa. OHO BbIpaXajio' C3aD0OYeHHOCTh M 4YTO-TO €LUE.
JeByuika BHHMaTeJabHO pasrisaabiBaia Huka. CioBHo Mac-
Tep, BAPYT NoAYMaJl aMepUKAHELl, Iiepell TeM, KaK NPUCTYTIHTh
K pabore.

— Tsl Mor yMepeTs — TaM. Thl He npuHamaexuub Pony,
— 3T0 6bLIO YTBEpXIEHHE, He BOIpPOC.

— To1 ogHa 30ecs? — cnipocn Huk.

— OpHa? — cTajio 04eBHIOHO, YTO €€ YAUBII 3TOT BONPOC.
OH mocMoTpena HajleBO, HamnpaBo, IIOTOM CHOBa Hasap,
CJIOBHO BHAENa YTO-TO, 4Yero He Mor BuueTh Huk, u ObLia
nopaxeHa 3THUM BonpocoM. — OfHa... OT4Eero Xxe... — OHa
clenana naysy. — Thl npocTo He MoXellub BUAcThb. HeT, g He
OIlHa, XOTs Thl U HEe BUAMIIL. 3a4eM ThI MPULUEN CIOfa, Thl, HE
NPUHSBUINIA ABAJIOH U HE NPUHSTHIIT UM?

— YToOBl y3HaTh, YTO ObeclleYHBacT 3alIUTY ropoaa OT
HamnaJeHH# JeTaloluX OXOTHUKOB. TBOM... ¢ KeM Thl paHblle
Obula — OHM B onacHOcTH. UM HyxHa 3amura.

— Ilpunaniaexamum Poxny #uyro He yrpoxaer. OcTab-
HbIE Xe MOTYT obpecTH 6e30IMacHOCTb, TOJNBKO MONMPOCHB €€.
Tonwko Taxk. S xonuna X HUM, HO OHH BhITHAIH MeHA. OHU
cyennl U He XeNaloT Npo3peTh, OHH DIYXHM M He XKeJalT
cabimiath. OHH... — BrepBhle €€ rosoc AporHyl. — OHu
npornaluye JOad, MOTOMY YTO CIelaid TaKoi BbIOOP.

— OHH roBOpAT, YTO ThI H3MEHWIACh.

— Jla. A Ttenepr npuHamiexy Pony. Bsmsauu! — oma
ONYCTWIAach Ha KOJIEHH M TNOJIOXWIA PYKY pPAAOM C PYKOit
Huka, Ho He Kacasch e€.

Koxa y Heé GbU1a ocienMTeIbHO 6eJioif M o4eHb IVIaAKOH,
6e3 eauHoro Bonmocka. PsagoM c e€ pykoit namoHs Huka
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Kazasiach Ipy6oii, uepliaBoifi # XOpHYHEBOH OT 3arapa. [le-
BYLUIKA B3fJ1a €ro pyKy B CBOIO, H TAKOIO ITIPUKOCHOBEHHA OH
HUKOT/Ia NpeXae He OLIyLlal — CJIOBHO €ro PyKy CTHCHYIH
TaJIblbl M JIAMOHb MPaMOPHOI CTaTyH.

— BoT TaxoBo Teno mpuHamgnexaiero Pogy, — ckazana
eMy Puta. — OHO-TO H 3alDHIIAeT HAac OT OPYXHS JIETAIOUIHNX
anmnapaToB M ApYTHUX onmacHocTei. CyuecTByer 3710, KOTOpOE
CNOCOGHO YHUYTOXUTh HAc, HO MOAOOHELIE CHIEI 3/1a poAoM
M3 3TOTO MHpa — M JOOUTHCA Hallleif CMEPTHM OHH MOTYT HE
C TIOMONIBIO TeJIECHBIX paH. TaK YTO €CIM TBOH CHYTHHUKH
TIPMMYT ABAJIOH, TO CTAHYT €ro 4acThlo, KaK M A ceifyac.

— Thul... TBEpAas... — Huk He cMor nomob6paTh HUKAKOIO
apyroro ciopa. — M Bcé Xxe... xorma Tl ObUia B Jiecy... A
BHIEN, KaK pyka JIMHABI Mpoluia CKBO3b TBOIO PYKY.

PuTa He OTBeTWIA €My, a BJIaCTHO 3aroBOpMiIa, KakK 4YeJo-
BEK, KOTOPBIH He MPHUBBIK K HENOOYHMHEHHIO:

— Tur npmién Tyna, rae Tebe Henb3s ocTaBaThCA. Pa3 Th
He NMpUHUMaellb ABAJIOH, OH MOXeT YOuTh Te6sa. Tul ycnien
MOYYBCTBOBaTh, KaK NPUXOAUT CMEPTh. YXOAH — 3TO MECTO
He Ans 1ebs.

OHa KocHynach ero jn6a B TOM Xe€ caMOM MecTe, Kyna C
TaKoH 6OJIbIO AAaBWI CBOMM KpecToM MoHax-daHaTukK. Ot eé
najipueB Hcxoamwn xosoA. Ho oT HUX Xe B Hero BIMBAJIach M
HOBas CWIa, TaK YTO OH Telepb CMOT CHOBa BCTaTh.

— Tu cnacna MHe Xu3Hb. CyllecTByeT M 9TO-HUOYAB,
YTO A MOT Obl cenaTs 1yid Te6a? — HuUKoraa, noayMan Huk,
MHe He 3a0bITh €€ CJI€3 M TOro, YTo TAWIOCh B €€ IMla3ax.

— Kakue crnoBa TH Moxews K06aBHTh K TEM, YTO I MM
yXe roopwia? — cripocwia B otBeT Puta. — B HuUX HacTo/IB-
KO YKOpPEeHWICSl CTPaX, YTO OHHM TOTOBBI CKOpee y0uiBaTh, YeM
NPUHATbh TO, YTO g MM MpeANaraio.

Huxk nyman, ¥To aeByluKa ocraHeTcsl, HO KOrga oH nobpén
npoys, He B CWIAX HAaMTH cJioBa, YTOGBI ONPOBEPTHYTHh TO,
YTO OHa CKa3ana, Pura mouwna pagoM ¢ HHMM.

— S Bwlitny u3 ropona. Te6e He HYXHO...

Ha eé nMue MenbKHya YyTh 3aMeTHasl y/ablOKa.

— IIpoBoxaTh T€6: 1o BOopoT? — 3aKOHYWIA OHA 3a Hero.
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— Her, ByxHo. Benb 1 He 3Ha10, KAKMM 00Opa3oM ThI BOLUEN
cloga, oqHaKo O6yayyd TeM, KTO Tl €CTh, Thl HE CMOXEIlb
NOKHUHYTh I'Opofi, eC/H Nepea To6oi He OTKPOIOT BOpOTa.

He Bce ewmé cuipl BepHYIHCh K amMepHKaHUy. Huk Men-
JICHHO 11araj no THXoi MycTbIHHOM yiauue. Heyxenn qopora
BBIVIAAUT TOYHO Takke M AnsA ero crmyrHuuml? HasepHoe,
HeT. To, YTO OH BOWIEN B KOHTAKT C HEM, MPOHU30LLIO CKOpee
BCEro IMOTOMy, YTO OHa KOra-To NMpHHaLeXajla ero poay.
Wnu, MoxeT ObITh, OHA 3aXOTeja MOMOYb €MY, NMOTOMY YTQ
BCE €€ YYBCTBYET KaKylO-TO NPHBA3aHHOCTb K aHINIMYAHAM.
JeBylKka HU4Yero He o6bsicHIa, GaKTHYECKH OHA He NPOU3-
Hec/la HH CJIoBa, NTOKA OHH He JOoOpalich OO KOHLA YIMIIBI,
rie Ta HEOXHWAAaHHO INepexodwia B TPaBy, KOTOpoii 3apocia
3Ta JOJIMHA.

U cHoBa Pura BnacTHo o6patwiach Kk Huky ¢ BonmpocoM:

— KakuM o6pa3oM Thl MHHOBaJI Halll 3aLUIUTHbIH 3KpaH?

Huky xoTenoch conraTh, HO OH BAPYT MOHAI, 4YTO He
CMOXET, KOIJa OHa TaK NMPHUCTAIBHO CMOTPHUT Ha Hero.

— A npocnenosan 3a 'eponpaoM.

— Ho 370... HeBo3aMoxHO. VI BCE-TakM g BHXY, YTO THI
neMcTBUTEIbHO roBopuiub npasay. Ho xak 3To Morio ciy-
yuThCA?!

— 3r0 6L ['eponba, co3naHHbIi MOUM BooOpaxeHueM. S
BbI3BAI €ro K XM3HH YCWIHEM BOJIH.

Huxk ycaslan, Kak Purta ¢ miMneHHeM CYAOpPOXHO BIOX-
Hyna BO3IYyX.

— Ho 181 Begpb He npuHamiexuib Poay! Kak xe Tol cymen
caenaTh nogobHoe?

— A Hayywica 3ToMy, Korma cnacan cebe xu3sHb. U
MMEHHO ABAJIOH JaJl MHe KII04 K TOMY, KaK 3TO MOXHO
caenats. Y octanbHble TOXe MpPOOYIOT...

— HeT! — 3 ropna aeBylIKH BbIPBaJICS KPHK, CMELIaH-
HBI ¢ yxacoM. — MM xe Henbssa! OHM yHHYTOXAT cebs,
€CJM y HHX HeT MoryiiectBa Pona. OHH mpocTo AeTH, Mrpa-
oupe ¢ oriéM! X HEO6XOOMMO OCTAHOBHUTB!

— BoT npuam u ckaxu HM 310, — cKa3an Huk.

— OHH He CTaHYT CJOyllaThb MEHA...
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— A moueMy Tol TaK B 3TOM yBepeHa. MHe KaxXeTcs, 4To
Tenepp, KOrJa OHHM HAyYWIHCh BIaNeTh INMOAOOHOH CWIOH,
OHM MOHHUMAIOT GosTblile, YeM paHblie. BUKapuH, si yBepeH,
TOYHO BBHICJIYlIAeT Teb.

— Jla, y Hero no6poe cepalie M rryboxuit yM, BosaMoxHo,
MHe yaactcd X yroBopuTbh. He ocTtaércs Hudero apyro, Kak
TOJILKO CHOBA IOMbITaThcsl. ONHAKO OHH He NOJDKHBI HIPaTh
¢ 3Toli BeJuKo# Bomue6Ho# cuioit. OHa MoXeT yOMBaTh —
WIH TIOpOXIaTh TaKoe, 4ero Jiyylle HHKOraa He BHIeTh. B
ABaJIOHe MOIYT oOpeTaTh peajbHYI0 XH3Hb CYylIeCTBa H3
CHOBHACHMH M HOYHBIX KOLIMapoB, OT BHAA KOTOPBIX Y
n10060r0 CTHIHET KPOBb.

HHuK BCOMHMI TeX JeMOHHYECKHX TBapei, ocaXaaBLINX
Jarepb 8 Jecy.

— A yXxe BHUAEN TakuX.

Puta OKHMHy/NA €ro OOJIMM HCHBITYIOLIMM B3I/ISAOM, a
MOTOM IIPOTAHYJIA PYKY.

— IMouwtn.

EnBa e€ xoJonHble, IJIANKHE NaJblbl OOXBAaTWIH €r0 PYKY,
Pura nosena ero Bnepén. BoT Tak OHM M BBILLTH Ha OTKpBI-
TYI0 MECTHOCTbD, HAaNpaRIASICh K Ipsiie, Ie OCTAICS Kapay/IMTh
Crpayn. Ilokone6ano nu orkpeitHe Huka npeapaccyaku
aHIIM4YaH HacTOJIbLKO, YTO OHHU NMPHUCITYLIAIOTCS K CJIOBaM TOM,
KOIro OHM ogHaxabl BeirHan? HHK Hajgesuics Ha 3To.

OnHako Halexna ITOKMHYJA €ro, KOraa OHHM INMOIHSUIMCH
Ha rpebeHb, Tyna, rae Huk ocraBun Crpayna. Tenmepnr TaMm
6bUI0 IycTO, M TOJBKO NpPHUMsTasd TpaBa yKa3blBajla MeECTO,
OTKyIda YTIONHOMOYCHHBIN Cled1 3a NMPOMCXOAAIIMM B ro-
poxe.

— Crpayn! — no3san Huk, HO He Tax rpoMKo, Kak
XOTeJIoCh Obl.

B oTBeT pazganock rpoMKO€ KapKaHbe, KOTaa M3 3apocieii
TpaBbl BBEPX COPBAJIMCh IITHLBI, XJomnas YEPHLIMHU KpbUIb-
saMu. [TonHABINMKCE B BO3AYX, OHH NMPHHSUINCH KPYXHTbh Hag
HHMMH, He NpeKpauias XpHIUILIX KPHKOB.

— OH... oH B onacHocTH! — Pura cieawna 3a NTHUAMH, —
PaBHoBecue cu lo6pa u 3na 6nuto nokonebneHo, M cwioi
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MBICJIH GbUTH OCBOOOXIEHEI CHILI 371a. BOT BUAHLIL... — OHa
B sipocTH obepHynachk K HuKy, ot npexHeit 6eccTpacTHocTH
He OCTaJIoCh U ciefa. — Buamins, yto Bbl Hapenanu? Cuinl
TbMbI BBILIIH Ha OXOTY, H €My He CNAacTHCh, KaK 6b1 6bIcTpo
M 1a7ieKo OH He ybexal. M oH, He co3HaBast 3TOTO, NNPHBENET
X K ocTtansHBIM!

— Hpusenér xoro?

— Bcex, KTO He nNpUBSA3aH K KAKOMY-JTHOO KOHKpETHOMY
MecTy cpegoToucHMsa cwi 3nma. M Tex u3 miomeil, KTo MM
noayuHsiercsa! Bbl Mrpanm ¢ MoryuiecTBeHHO# cuioil, Ko-
TOpOil He MOHHMaAJH M He MNo3aboTHIHCh O Mepax
NMpeaoCcTOPOXHOCTU. U LIMpoKo pacnaxHy/Iu Bce JBepH, MHO-
THE H3 KOTOpBIX BedyT Bo BHewniolo Temy. Ham Hano
CTICLINTS!..

Purta cHoBa cxana ero 3arnscTbe, ¢ TaKoil cwioM, yro Huk
B3ApOorHysn oT 6oad. Ho oHa HuYero He 3aMedvana, laras
BIepEn M Tallla €ro BMeCTe ¢ COboit.

Huckonbko He npsyach, PuTa yBepeHHEBIM LIATOM Hampa-
BWIach CaMbIM OJIM3KHMM MYTEM, BeXyluM K neulepe. [Toxoxe,
OHa coBeplIeHHO He 6osutace 3toii 3eminu. Ho Huk He
pasfensn nmonobHOM yBepeHHocTH. OmHako, Korga IoHolla
MOMBITAJICA OCBOGOAUTLCH U3 €€ XBAaTKH, OH OOHapyXWI, 4TO
3TO TaK Xe HEBO3MOXHO cIejaTh, KaK €CcJIM Obl OH IbITajcsd
pa3’opBaTh NMaabLaMi METAUIHYECKHE HapYYHHKH.

OH OCTaHOBWICH, 3aCTaRIAS U €€ NMPUTOPMO3HTD.

— CKaxX# TOJNLKO, C YeM MBI CTOJIKHEMCSH, YTO CHeja
Crpaya WIM YTO MOIJIO C HMM CIYYHThCH.

— He 3anepxmuBaii Hac! — B GC3HOHHBIX ITyOHHax Ija3
Puthl, noBepHyBelics K HUKyY, BCIIBIXHYIO 4yXIo€ CHSIHHE.
— OH Gexa... HO Thl BHIOEJ, HA TOM MECTE OCTajicsl BOPOH
Kop, oaHo u3 co3naumii TebMbl, — 4TOOBI NpeaynpeaHTD HAc,
npuHamnexaumux Poay: He BMelnBalTech B 3TO AeEJO.

— U Bcé Xxe THI BMelIMBaclIbCsd, — NOoAYepKHyn Huk.

— Jla, 1 He MOry HOCTYNHTb mno-apyroMy. Sl Kpemnko
CBfI3aHA cepAeYHbLIMU y3aMU C HHMMH, H CJIHIIKOM Maja
BpeMeHM NMpHHawiexy K Ponry, 4ro6el cymeTs pa3opBaTh MX.
Mue Bc€ e He 6Ge3pasnmyHa cynpba Tex, ¢ KeM s 6bura
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npexine. B ABanoHe 1 cBo6onHa, M 1 CBOOOAHA cAe/laTh CBOH
BeiOop. Ecnm a1 pewry noitu npotusB cun TbMBI, HUKTO He
OCTAaHOBHUT MeHd, YTOORI cKa3aTh «HeT». M6o s nenaio BriGoOp,
3Had, Ha 910 May. OnHako MbI 3ps TepsieM Bpems. Unem!

Huk Gosnplile He COMHEBAJICA, YTO OHA pellWwIia CTaTb MX
COIO3HHMIIEH, YyTo Obl HM XAaMO0 MX Brnepead. W mpu Bupe
CTOJIb ABHOTO HeTeplieHHUs AeBYLIKH ero cTpax yewiwics. OH
NoHazesUIcsd, YTO K HEMY BEpPHYJIOCh JOCTATOYHO CHJI IIOCJIe
HMCILITAHHUA B ropofie, YToOLI NpoAepXaThCs Ha Horax, Koraa
PuTta noGexana, # oH nobexas BMeCTe C Heil, HanpaBIAsACh
K Ineluiepe U TOMY, YTO MOIJIO TaM HMX OXHIATb.

I'naea namnadyamasn

He6o, c yrpa Takoe sicHoe, Tenephb 3aTSHYNO TydaMH. XoTsd
JieTo 6bU1I0 B pa3rape, MOOyJ1 XOJOAHELIH BeTepoK, NIPUHOCS C
co6oii cnabblii TOLIHOTBOPHBIH 3amax, CJIOBHO OT MNajasu.
Tam, roe 3emns G6uia poBHas, Pura mepexoawna Ha Ger M
Gexana Jerko H cBoboaHo. OqHako Huky HHoOrma Ka3ajaoch,
YTO OH CHOBa B ropojie ¥ CHOBa H3 Hero BHIKAYaJIH BCe CHIIBI,
M OH Obl HEMHHYEMO OTCTaJI, ecii O6bl He Pura, moanepxm-
BaBlUasl €ro M NepeAaBaBlliasg CBOX 3HEPTHIO.

Briepenu BHOHENHCH KPYThIE XOJIMEI, CpeAH KOTOPLIX Nps-
Ta’1ach MNeliepa, H TaM Cryliajlach TbMa, FPOMO3IWINHCH TY4YH.
Bo3nyx 3amoJloHWIH... HET, HE JIeTAalOlIMe TapeJIKd, HO Bce-
BO3MOXHBbIC TBApH, XJIOlaBlIMe KPLUIBSIMH, KTO B NEphAX, a
KTO ¢ rojioi koxeit. Yto-To ABMranzoch u no 3emiae, Ho Huk
He MOT C YBEPEHHOCTBIO paso6paTh, YTO Xe BBI3BIBAJIO 3TO
ABIDKEHHE.

H Bcé xe Pura umua, He Tasdch, CJIOBHO eif ObLUIO HaIUle-
BaTh, 4YTO BHepelH MOXeET XAaTh 3acaja, ¢ TakKUM Xe
BEJIHYECTBEHHHIM BHAOM, KaK U ['eposbi, Koraa ero atakopa-
Jla JIeTaolas Tapeika.

HemHoro He moiias no neuwepsl, Pura ocraHoBmwiace. U
xotsa Hux BHaen coBceM HEMHOIo, HO JiaXe OH HOYYyBCTBO-
BaJ1, KaK BOKPYT HHMX Pa3jiHBalOTCA BONHBI 3713, COBCEM KaK
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HOYbBIO, Korga oH Obul mpuBs3aH K AepeBy. M3naB npoH3u-
TEJIBHLIA KPHK, Ha HHX CIHKMpOBajla NTHUA C YEPHLIMH
KPBUIbSIMH, TAaKUM X€ ONEpeHHEM Ha roJIoBE M IOpSILIMMH
KpacHbIM IUlaMeHeM ra3zaMH. CBoboaHoit pykoit HuK BbI-
XBaTWI1 KWHXaJ.

Kpuxnys Bropoit pa3, nrtuua ynerena mpods. Ho Tyr
pasgajica rojoc Purel:

— XKene3o! — oHa cerka OTCTpaHWIACh OT HEro, XoTd H
He BBITYCTWIA PYKY IOHOLIHM. — YOepH ero or MeHd —
ckopee! OHO cryXxHT TeOe, HO NpHHamnexawnM Poay Hecér
cMepTh!

B cyMepkax, KOTOpBIE CIyLIAJTHCh HeOOLIYHO OnIcTpo, €&
TeJIO CHOBA 3aCBETWIOCH, YTO OH yX€ BHIEJ Npexie, a Iasa
sIpKo 3acBepKaid. E€ oxBaTwio BoSTHEHMe, CJIOBHO BIlepenH
HMX XIaJO cepbE3HOE UCIBITAaHHUE.

M TyT Bezne BOKpYT HMX, Ha 3eMiie, B KycTaX NOAHSUIOCH
CMyTHoOe ABIXeHHe. Ha HMX yrpoXalollie CMOTpe/IH KaKHe-TO
TBapM, OQHAKO ITOKAa HUKTO He aTakoBas. PuTa mo-npexueMy
liarasa BriepéA, Npasia, Tenepb yxe MemieHHee. Crosa
MEpPTBas THLIHHA, KOTOPYIO HM OOHHUM 3BYKOM He Hapyllaiu
Te, KTO NOSBWINCh psiioM. MoxeT, Bce 3TH YydOBHMILA He
HacTosiliMe, BAPYT OHH — npocto wunosun? Ho B TakoM
cJlyyae Kakoi Bpar cosgan ux?

OKpYX¥B HX KOJIBLIOM, COBCEM PSIOM IBHTAIHUCh THOMBI.
Y HuX ObUIH NPH3EMUCTHIE TeJa, MOKPBITHIE CEPLIMH BOJIOCA-
Mu. HIX nMua, rpoTeckHO HamnoOMMHaBLIME 4YeJoBedYecKHe,
HEBEPOATHO 37100HBIE, 6bUIH 0OpalieHbl K Huxy u Pure, oHn
BpeMs OT BPEMEHH OCKAJIMBAIM 3yObl B JISTylIadbUX pTax, TO
3aKpbIBasi, TO OTKPhIBas MX OYATO YTO-TO 6€33BYyYHO KpH-
Yaju.

YyTs manslile MX NpecieqoBaM IpPyTHE, B 4YeJOBeYECKHit
pOCT, XymiollMe, OfHAa KoXa [Ja KOCTH, a IOJIoBa — JIbICHIi
yepen. B H3beNeHHBIX TUIECEHBIO JIOXMOTbSIX, ABUrasich CKO-
BaHHO M HEyKJIIOXE, OHH TeM He MeHee C YAHUBHMTEIbHOM
CKOPOCTHIO KOBBUISUIM 32 THOMaMH.

A BOKPYT KHILIIEJI0O MHOXECTBO IPYTHX TBapei — Koe-Koro
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MOXHO 6bUTO OBl Ha3BaThb BOJIKAMM, ONHAKO OHH B TO Xe
caMoe BpeMs HeMpPUCTOHHO HAaNOMHHAIM JIOAEeH; PENTHIHH,
IMTAHTCKHE MayKH — BCE, YTO TOJLKO MOXET NMPUCHHUTLCA B
HOYHBIX KOLIMapaX HbIHELIHEro noxkoneHus moaeil. U ato
6bL1a TOJMBKO Maslasi 4acThb BbILIEALIErO Ha OXOTy BoOMcKa
npu3pakoB. BHe3amHO BO3OyX pa3opBa/ii KPHMKHM M 3BOH
CTpen.

— INotoponucey! — 3akpuyana Pura, — s He cMory ooaro
3alHINATh JBOHMX.

Tyr Huk yBuzmen, Kak cBeTAWIMICA Opeosl BOKPYT €€ Tenaa
pacuIMpwiIcs, oxBaThIBas ¥ ero. [lonagas B 3TOT LUMT, CTpeIbl
PE3KO OCTAaHABJIHBAIHMCH H MaJau Ha 3emmo. [Tocapnuanucs
pa3bsaApéHHble KpUKkH. Ha Hux 6pocanuch Bcé HOBLIE GUTYpPBI
— ¥ oTOpachIBAINCh NPOYb SIPKOH TYMaHHOH IBIMKOH.

IloToM pasnanuch 3ByKHM, KOTOpble MOIVIM OLITH TOJBKO
pyXeifHbIMH BbicTpenaMd. HUK HenmpoM3BOJILHO MpHTHYACSH,
Ho Pura, He 3amepXmBasch, NOTAlIIA €r0 BBEPX U BNepén.
XoTsi TyMaH BOKPYT HHX CryCTWICS, OH ObLI YBEpEH, YTO
BHIHT CKBO3b Hero moneit B 4€pHoii ¢popme. HasepHoe, ux
aTaxKyerT lies1asi apMHs, ITycThb U HeGonbluas.

OT10 6BUIO 3710, M TOT OTBPATHUTENILHLINH 3amax, KOTOpPBIi
MPHEOCWI BETEPOK, TEMEPhb CTaJl TOLIHOTBOPHO IyCThIM, OT
BOHM nepexBaThiBaio AbixaHHe. OpHako Huk yxe cMyTHO
pas3iMyan CKajbl, B KOTOPBIX NMpSITAlICS OXpaHsAeMblil BXOl B
neluepy.

HeoxmaaHHO pa3spmajicsi TpecK IMyJEMETHOIM oYepenH, BO-
Kpyr HavajM nazaTh JIIOAH, M oOcaxXJaBlIHE HEOXOTHO
pacctyntwmch niepen Hukom u Puroit. Iynemér! Otkyna oH
B3sUICS Y aHIVIMYaH?

— Ckopeit! — 3aabpIxasich, 3aKpuuaia Pura.

OHM CTaTH NPOTHCKUBATLCHA CPERH HAarpOMOXIEHHsS KaM-
Hell BBepx, Ko BXxoay B mnemepy. TaM, He ymoskad,
OINTYLUIUTENIBHO CTPOYMI ITYJIEMET... BIIOJIHE BO3MOXHO, YTO
crpesuid no HuM. Huk He 3Han. Ho mo kpaiineit Mepe,
HUYTO II0Ka HE NPOHHUKAIO CKBO3b 3alI[UTHBIA 3KpaH, ycTa-
HoBNeHHbIH PHTOH. XOoTS amepHKaHel BHAEN, YTO OH CTal
yXe COBCeEM TOHKHM.
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HakoHel M3 MocIeAHUX CHI OHH BBAUTWIHCH B pacllie/it-
HY, Tle HaxoqWicsl CTOpoxXeBoii nocT. CUAHME, OKpYXaBliiee
ux, noytu nomMepxino. K Huky nmoackouyun 4enoBex, Haseas
Ha HEro OyJjo peBOJIbBepa.

— Hmosua! — 3akpuyana Pura. — BT1o wurnosus!

Ha HeTr xe, peBosbBep HacToAwMil! OH yrpoxal UM Ha-
cTosilieil cMepThIo!

— HerT!

Hux oxugan ymapa nyaM, oJHaKo e€ro He MOCNEeNOBalIO.
YesioBeK OTBEPHYJCS OT IOHOMUIM, CJIOBHO ero GoJblie 3aech
He 6puto. OH 6pw1 He3HakoM HuKy M omeT B nonesyio
BoeHHyI0 dopmy. U 3nmech ObUlo ell€é Tpoe 3alUTHHKOB C
MmyJieMETOM, CTpejigBUIMe MO cwiaM TbMbl. HUK cripuirHyn
Bcien 3a Putoii B pacliennHy.

— Bul!

Tam HaxogWIHCh Bce, gaxe CTpayn, NeXaBUIHif Ha MOy B
KOMOHHE30He, Ha KOTOPOM SAPKO BbIAE/ISUTUCh TEMHBIE NATHA.
OcranbHble CTOSUIM, KaK JIIOAH, PEUIHBLINE OUThLCS 1O KOHILIA,
TOTOBLIE YMEpPETb, HO He cOaThCA.

KomaHay BoIKpHKHYN Kpokkep, H rojioc ero 3XxoM pasHéc-
cq no neuiepe. A Teneps, KOraa NpeKpaTWwics ITyJeMETHBIH
TpecK, JNETYHKA 3a pPyKy cxBaTwia JI>XMH, yBHOEB, YTO OH
MOBEpHYJicS JHLUOM K PHTe, ¢ OKpyIIMBUIMMMCA IJIa3aMH,
Iepxa B OfHOM pyke KuHXal. OH CIOBHO I'OTOBWICS OTpa-
3MTb BbINad AEBYLIKM, XoTs Pura maxe He mepemwiach. E€
HeJaBHO CHSBLUMII OpeoJs NMpeBpaTUICS B €Jie 3aMeTHOe Mep-
LIaHHe.

— Het! — Teneps 3axkpuyana u JIxuH. — [lyneMér... Mbl
JIOJIXHBI MPOJOJDKATL CTPEJIATS.

M3 TeMHOTHI BoInpbirHyn JIaHr, 6pocHBLIMCH NPsAAMO K
Pure. OH mpbiran U TABKAJ BOKPYT He€, NBITasIChb KAaK MOT
npHBJIeYb €€ BHUMaHHe. Ec/iM ocTabHble U He 6bUIH panbl €€
NpHUXOAY, TO TNeKMHec ObUI COBCEM APYTOro MHEHHA, O 4YéM
PalOCTHO 3asB/IAJI BCEMY MHPpY.

— VY6wupaiica npous! — Kpokxep c6pocun pyky JxuH u
warHyn X Pure ¢ xuMHXanoM.

— OcraHoBuch, bappH, — BHKapHii cTan MeXIy HUMH, U
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CMOTpEJI OH He Ha NETYMKA, a Ha Pury. — [Mouemy TuI 3mech?

— B#I yTO, yXe 3a6bUTH, YTO KOrga-to g 6bUla ONHOM M3
Bac? IloyeMy 6Bl MHe He MOILITATLCH TeNepb BaM INOMOYb?
XoTs BBl caMH BbI3BaJIM 3TH CHIBI ThbMBI — HIpas ¢ TeM, 4TO
HEe NMOHHMMAaJIM, Ha CBOIO NOrubesns.

— Omna oxHa u3 Hux! U xodet Hac nmoryouts! — Kpokxep
BIUVIOTHYIO NPUGIU3WICA K BHKAPDHIO, HO TaK H HE OTBAXWICSH
OTTOJIKHYTb €r0 B CTOPOHY.

— A npuHaanexy ABaJIoHy, — CIIOKOIHO OoTBeTHIa Pura.
CHoBa Ha €€ NHIle 3acTblIa HHYETO He BhIpAXalolllasd Macka,
xaKk y leponpna. — OmHako Bbl OTKpBUIM BpaTa, depe3
KOTOpBIE CIOfla MAYT MoyMina cii ThMbI, H OTHIOAb He BaM
Mo CWIaM CHOBA 3aTBOPUTh UX. Bbl mcnonb3oBanmn Cuibl,
OJHAaKO Yy Bac He 6BbLIO 3allHTHI...

— Iloka MBI TyT 6osTaeM, — BMelnanacek Jlenu Jilnana, —
Te TBapd CHOBa MNpEANPHMYT aTakKy. Mbl HOJLKHBI yaepXH-
BaTh...

— Cgowo wunosuio? — nepebuna e€ Pura. — Ho 1o, c yeM
Bbl CpaXaeTeCch, — OTHIOAb He WUMIO3HA. Bbl 4YTO, elé He
noHsuM 310? Y Hac, KTo npuHamwiexuT Poay, cBon Bparu. Bul
Xe BBI3BAIM BOT 3TUX. Ho y Bac HeT opyxwus, YyTOOBI B3SIThb
HaJl HUMHU BepX. TOJBKO NOCMOTPUTE Ha cebGsi — pa3Be Bbl
emé He yctanu? [ns coznaHusa MogoOHON WUIIO3HHU TpebyeT-
ca MHoro cui. ITycTs Bhl AaXe ceifyac oGbeAMHIWINCH H TIOKA
ycHelurHo AeMcTByeTe... Hagonro aM Bac xBatur? Te TBapw,
YTO Bac aTakyloT, He OrpaHHYeHbl HH BpeMeHeM, HH H3H-
YyecKOoH ysI3BUMOCTHIO Tell, nogo6Ho BaM. OHU MOTYT XAaTh H
XIaTh 6€CKOHEYHO, IMOKa Bbl HE clioMaeTech oT 6eccwmmsa. U
A TOBOPIO BaM: Jyyllle ObiTb MEPTBLIM, YeM XHBBIM, KoOraa
OHHM CIOJla BOPBYTCS.

Hactymaer BpeMsa Iloxoga T1bMbl. 370 mokuaaeT MecTa,
rie oHO oOMTaJIO npexnae, H ycTpemisercs ciona. U te, koro
OHO 3aXBaTBIBAET, CTAHOBATCA €€ opyausamH. [lpyrue mbrta-
10TCH OT Hero ybexaTh — Bbl MX BHIeaH. Ho B kOHILie KOHLIOB
HMX XIET He JIyYlliasi y4acTh, NOTOMY YTO OHH IOTAAYT B IUIEH
K HeOECHBIM OXOTHHKAM.

Ho k Bam cwnbl ThMBI SBWIHCH paHblle CPOKA. ABaJIOH He
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3alMTUT Bac, HO60 BBl OTKA3aIHCh OT ero cBobGoabl. IlycTb
Jlaxe Bbl CIUIOLUb OICHETECH B XeJie30, HO M Toraa CWibl 3Ja
MPOHUKHYT B BAallM Tejia, BBITECHAT BaC M3 HUX M OyayT
HCIMOMb30BATh UX KAaK ONEXKY...

— Kaxk Th1 Hcrionb3yelus Tesio Putsl? — B rnmasax Kpokxe-
pa ropen SIpOCTHBI OTOHb.

— A — Puma. U npuHsaB csoboay ABaOHa, 1 CTala
Heu3MepUMo Oojbllie, 4YeM Korma-aubo Obuia, Puroii. [o
3TOr0 i CJIOBHO chaja, Temnepb Xe A Npobyamwiace — K
xu3uu! [la, g1 Pura, XoTsa BBl He BepHTe MHe. [JlymMaio, Bbl H He
cMoxeTe, H0O HeyTo B Balllei Aylle XenacT, 4ToObl s 6buUla
yeM-TO MeHbIIMM. Pa3Be He Tak?

CerogHsa s cka3ajla TOMY, KTO NpPHIIEN cO MHOH, 4YTO
cepale MOE Mo-TpexHeMy ¢ BaMH. Bo3aMoXHO, 3TO AeHCTBH-
TeNbHO ObUIO Tak... Koraa-to. Koraa g B nepBelii pa3 npuuwa
K BaM, elll€¢ HeJaBHO JOPOrMM MHe JIIOASM, IOcjie U3MeHe-
HHUA, A MPHULUIA KaK HUILIEHKA, Npocsluas y Bac NoJasiHUA.
Ho s oummnbnacs. 160 yTo BB MOoXeTe maTh MHe cedyac?

— HaBepHoe, HH4Yero, — oTeeTWI X34J1E€TT, He JIETYMK.

OHa paccMesuiach.

— Kak 1o4yHo Bul oueHwid. U Bc€ Xe... BOT BbI 30€Ch... —
Pura o6Bena Bcex Mx B3risiaoM. — Bul obianaete MyxecT-
BOM, XOTSl M MCIIOJIb3yETE €ro Ha HEBEpHOM NyTH. f OTIHYHO
3Hal0 BceX Bac, JaxXe 3THX ABOMX, YTO HEJaBHO K BaM
npHcoeqHHWINCh. M XOTA BBl MOXeTe MHe HE BEpHUThb, A
XeJailo BaM aob6pa. Urto cMory caenaTh mis Bac, TO cAenalo.
Ho npeaynpexnaio — 310 HeMHOro. ¥ Bac HeT cBoGonbl,
KOTOpY10 AA€T ABAIOH. A T€ CWIbl, KOTOpbI€ BBl BbI3BATU K
XHM3HH, OYEHb CHIIbHBI.

— HMMeHHO ABaJIOH noacKa3al MHeE, KAK BOCIIOJIb30BaThCs
CHJIOM MBIC/IHM, — BIiepBble 3a Bc€ BpeMs npousHéc Huk, —
Ecnu Bcé 3T0 Tak omacHo, rnoyeMy Xe Toraa oH 3To caenai?

EMy nokasanocs, yto Puta nocMoTpena Ha Hero cierxa
YAHUBJIEHHO.

— 5 He 3Halo. Y ['eponbaoB CBOM LiEJIH, KOTOpLIE onpene-
nset repoapaMeiicrep. Ceifyac HacTalla nmopa nepeMeH...

— Taxkum obpa3zoM, — cka3san BUKapHii, — ¢ HacCTyIUIEHH-
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€M TopBl NnepeMeH MOTYT NMPOMCXOAUTh HEOOBIMHBIE Belln?
Ilopsinox cHoBa npoTHBocTOMT Xaocy. M ThI roBopHilb, YTO
y Hac He XBaTHT CIWI 3allIMILAThHCS

Pura nokayana roJioBoi.

— Her. Bce MBI, KTO comtacwics Ha cBoGony, uepnaeM
CWITy OT caMoro ABaJIOHA. B3IIsiHHTE — BOT YTO MBI MOXEM,
— OHa HarHyJach M NpPHKOCHYJachk K mony. TaMm, roe ona
Kacajiach 1moJjia, KAMEHb PacKpOUIWICSH, H OCTAJIHUCh OTIeYaT-
KH €€ najbleB. — JOTO HE WUIIO3HS, MOXeTe IOoTporath
PyKaMH, €CJIM He¢ BepHTe CBOMM rIna3aM. [lomoGHbIe Bely
BaM He MoJ CWIy, H0O BalllM CTIOCOGHOCTH COBCEM HEBEJIHKH.
OO0beAMHUTE CBOH YCIUTHSA, KaK BBl 3TO YXe JeJlaJii, — M BCE
paBHO OOHApyXUTCA Tpenes, MO0 3eMJIA He CTaHET Iepeaa-
BaTh BaM 3HEPrHIO.

JlaHr, cugeBlLIMii y €€ HOTr, CHOBA 3amphIraj, OHa YILIOHY-
JIach €ro BeceJIbI0 U IOJIOXWIA PYKY Ha €ro rojioBKy, a B 3TO
BpeMsi M3 T€HHM BbUleTesl IXepemMu M, NPHXABIIUCH K €€
HoraM, rpomko 3aMypireikaa. Korza Pura noaHsia ronosy,
Ha e€ JIMLe Jiexana TeHb OecrnoKoiicTBa.

— OnnH npHHHMAIOT cBoboay, ApyrHe BbIGHpPAIOT LEMNH.
IToyemy Tak?

— IloTtoMy yro, — B3opBasica Kpoxkep, — MBI OCTaJIHCh
caMHMH coGoio! U MBI He XenaeM INpeBpPaTUTLCA B... B...

— B 10, yeM sgBngioch 1?7 Ho 4TO Xe Takoe Temepb 4,
Bappu?

— A He 3Halo. Tonbko Tel — He Puta. U g1 HeHaBUXKy Tebsa
3a TO, YTO THI chenajia C Hei!

— OnHako 1 — Pura, nenukoM H MojHOcThIO Puta. A
BMECTe C HEHaBHCTBIO NOABIACTCA CTpaX. Thl HEeHaBHAHLID,
NoToMy 4YTO OOHILCA.

Hux yBunen, kak Hanparioch auuo Kpokkepa. Taxoe
BhIpaxeHHe OBIBAaeT Yy 4eloBeKa, FOTOBOIO YOMBaTh.

— Tot Buamus, — o6patnacs Pura K Xamanerry. — Ero
pa3yM 3aKphIT, NIOTOMY YTO OH XOo4eT 3Toro. Ml cTpouM
BHYTpH ceb6s1 coGCTBeHHbIE CTEHBL. A Kakoi Gaprep BHYTpH
Bac, BHKapHii?

— Mos Bepa, Pura. I npoxun ¢ Heit BCIO CBOIO XHU3Hb, H
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OHa ObUIa YacThIO0 MOETO CylUecTBa. S cyXuTenb Moeil Bephl.
Takue, KaK s1, He MOTYT npenaTth eé.

OHa CKJIOHMIA T'OJIOBY.

— Bbl cnenmbl, HO He MoOXeT€ OTCTYIIMTLCA OT CBOMX
npeacrarieHuii. A Bol, Jlenn Iuana?

— HagepHoe, g Toxe Mory cka3aTh, YTO AejiO B Bepe —
Bepe B Ipouuioe, B TO, YeM ObUIa MOSI XM3Hb... — OHa
TrOBOpWIa MENJICHHO, CJIOBHO C TPYyJAOM NoAGHpas HYyXHble
cJIoBa.

— Ilycts Oynmet Tak. A Thl, IxuH? XoTa na, 1 NOHHMAIO,
YTO NPUBA3LIBAET TeOd K onacHocTH U ThMe.

Bropas neByluika BCTbIXHYJ/A, ryObl €€ THEBHO APOTHYJIH,
HO OHa HHYEro He cKasaja, TOJLKO NPUIBHHYJACbh YYTh
ommke K Kpokkepy.

— Muccuc Knann? — npopomxuna Pura. Kaszanocs, yto
OHa MbITAIaCh YC/BILIATh OT KAXIOIo MOC/HeIHUI peluInTeb-
HBbIH OTKa3.

— Hy... HaBepHOe, NMMOTOMY 4TO s BCIO CBOIO XHM3Hb XOAWIa
B LiepkoBb. M eciim BUKapHii CYHTAET, YTO YTO-TO HEBEpPHO,
TO S AeJlal0 TaK, KaK OH CKaXeT.

— A Bb1, CTpayn?

— 3710 Kak Jlenu /InaHa cka3ajia — Tbl BhIOMpaelb, ¢ KeM
Thl. 3TO MHE BIIOJIHE NMOAXOIMT.

— A Th1? — Puta nosepHynach K JIuHze.

— Ecnu BbIGpaTh ABAJIOH, TO HE NMOSIBUTCS JIM XOTb KAKOH-
HHOYyIb LIAHC Ha BO3BpallleHHE B Halll pOOHOW MUp H BpeMsa?
— clpocwia aMepHKaHKa.

— A sToro He 3Haw. Ho s aymalo, 4yTo XejlaHHe OCTaThCs
CWIbHee XeJlaHUusl BepHyThes. 6o Torna craHoBHUILCS YaCTbIO
ABasioHa.

— Torma, monaralo, Moit oTrBeT 6ymer «Her»! A Jlaur
BbIOpan? — JIuHaa nmocMoTpena Ha NECHKa, CUAEBLUETO Yy HOT
Putsl.

— Cnpocw...

— Jlanr... JlaHr... — THuxo nos3pana JIunma. IlexkmHec
MOCMOTpPeN Ha He€ M, XOTA U MeJIEHHO, HO MOAOLIEN K HEi.

— OHM TOXe OCTAalOTCS BepHBI TeM, KOoro miobsar, —
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ckasana Pura. — OH BceM cepAlieM NpHBA3aH K BaM. Tak Xe,
Kak ¥ JIxepeMu pasgenut Baury cyan6y, Moa Knanm.

Teneps nogouwia ouepens orseyatb U Huky. OH BHyTpeH-
He cxXaJscsi, TTIOTOMY 4TO 3Hajl, YTO OTBETHT, H 4TO Oyxer
nocne 3toro. I[loyeMy OH JO/KeH B3BaJIUBaThb Ha ceba 3TO
6pemna? Ero He cBA3BIBAIOT HUKAKHE cepAeyHble y3bl, KaK HX
Ha3Bwia Purta, U BCE Xe OH MOJDKEH MOCTYNHTb BOIIPEKH
CBOUM XEJIaHUAM, XOT U He MOT OOBACHHUTH NoYeMy.

— S ocTalroch, — cKa3aj OH ell€ K0 TOTo, KaK OHa 3ajaja
BOTIPOC

PuTta HaxMypmnacek

- Jna Teba 3TO maNeko HE TO Xe& caMoe, YTo Ansd
ocTanbHbIX Thl TOBOPHILL T€ X€ CJIOBA, HO M3 3TOIO0 MOXET
BLIITTH HeyTo Gosnbluee. YBUAMM. OnHako cefiyac s nomory
BceM BaM To, YyTO XIET Bac CHapyXM, — JIMLIb NepBasi BOJHA
HEYHMCTH, KoTopas HaaBuraercss Ha Bac. CoeZHMHHTE CBOIO
BOJIIO C MO€Eii, U 1 YCTAHOBJIKO MNperpagy — XOTb HEHaJoJro.

— HaM Huyero ot Te6s1 He HyXXHO! — B IPOCTH TpPOLUMIIE
Kpokxep

- bappu, MBI Bce OymeM 3TO pelllaTh, — 3aMeTH/1 BHKa-
puit — S nymalo, Puta, Thl npemiaraelib MOMOllb, Xajas
HaM no6pa. A YTO CKAXyT ocCTajlbHbIe?

Kpokkep u [IXXHH OTpMLATEJIbHO MOTHYJIM IOJIOBOH, HO
OCTa/IbHble KHBHY/IM B 3HaK comlacus. M Tenepb, NMpUHSAB
pelieHHe, OHH OObLEIWHWIH CBOM CWIBI, CTOsi B Iellepe
psOOM IPYT C APYTOM, He 3Has, YTO CO3AAETCA CHApyXH, HO
OlIyliass MOTy4YHMH NMOTOK 3HEpPrMM, MCXOOMBLUMI OT PHTHI.

— 3JTa nperpaga Aoiaro He npogepxurca. OHa gacT BaM
JHLIb KOPOTKYIO NEpPEaBILIKY.

— Mr1 6naronapHbl TeGe 3a BCE, UTO Thl clie/iaa ANA Hac,
— otBetun Xsmietrr. — M, Mos neBodka, Mbl XejnaeM TeGe
caMoro no6poro.

PuTa nogHsna pyKy ¥ o4epTWiIa B BO34yXc aHK, BCIbIXHYB-
LUMH Ha MTHOBEHHE roJyOOBAaThIM IUTAaMEHEM

— A s xenaljo BaM — rnokos. U 4To6bl HWYTO Gonblue
HHMKOIO M3 Bac He TPEBOXWJIO.
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M BHOBB Ha €€ OGesbIX 1I€KAX NOSABWIHCH CJAE3BI. A TIOTOM
OHa OTBEpHYNach H IOLIUTa NMpoYb, H CHAIOLLHI Opeosi CHOBA
OKYyTaJ €€, TaK YTO OHH He YBHAEJM, KAK OHa Hcyes3jia.

— OHa noxenana HaM cMepTH! — B3opBajach JIKHH. —
Bl Bean 3HaeTe 3TO, pa3Be He TakK... BeAb TO, YTO OHa
noJpasyMeBayia TIOJ CJIOBO «IIOKOif» — 3TO CMEPTH!

— OHa noxejajla HaM Jydllee M3 TOIO, YTO MOXET Hac
OXHUAaTh, — rojioc X3JIeTTa Ka3ajics OYeHb ycTanbiM. — S
BEpIO, YTO OHA TOBOPWIA MCKPEHHE.

— Ha, — MpayHo cornacwnace Jleau /IuaHa, a 3ateM,
HHYEro He JOGamIfAA K CKA3aHHOMY €IHHCTBEHHOMY CJIOBY,
nogouvia K KOCTpy M OCTAHOBWIACh, He CBOASl C IUIAMEHH
HETIOABIXHOIO B3I/IAAA.

JInnna nomouuta x Huky.

— Ho Beas MoxeT HalWTHCh IYTh Ha3af... — CKa3ajla OHa
C TOpPSAYHOCTBHIO B roJoce.

— Hazan xyna? — ensa nu Huk 3ametun e€ cnosa.

— Haszan B Ham poaHoif MHp.

— Y10 TBHI X0Yellb CKa3aTh? — CIPOCHI IOHOWIAa, OYHYB-
LIIUCh OT COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIIEA.

— Ecnau HaM Tonpko ygmactcs BBIOpaThcA OTCIONA — H
BEPHYTLCA TyOa, OTKYIa MbI MONaTM B 3TOT MHp. A OKa3aB-
LIKCh TaM, MBI MOXEM IONBITaTbCA CO30aTh ABEPb M NPOHTH
yepe3 He€. EcIM MBI CMOTVIM cAeNaTh COMAAT M ITYJIEMETHI,
BpoJ€ 3THX, — OHAa MaXHy/a B CTOPOHY BXOja B Ieiuepy, —
TO TOrAa MBI CMOXEM M BEPHYTLCS, €CJTH TOJIBKO KaK CllefyeT
HanpsKEM BOJIIO — BCE ONHOBpeMeHHO. Pa3Be Thl He NMOHM-
Maelb 3T0ro? DTO MNOMYYUTCH... NODKHO TNOJYydHThCS! —
3aKOHYMJIA OHa C TAaKOil CTpacTbio, CIOBHO B Ty CEKyHAy
BHMAENa BooOpaxaeMyio ABEphb, a 3a Heit — crapoe AoGpoe
MpOLLUIOE.

— Jlaxe ecaum MBI H BbiGepemcs, — Bo3dpasmwn Huk, —
KakuM o0Opa3oM Mbl nobepéMcs mo Toro jeca? A eciM Mol
OCTaHeMCH 3[eCh... 1bl YTO, He NMOHHMMaelllb, YTO XAET Hac
TaM? Mbl He MoXeM c 6GoAMH NpoOGHBaTLCA 4Yepe3 JieCc —
KOTZla TaM Hac NOMXHAAET BCA 3Ta HEYUCTb.

— Mu MoxeM, — ynpsAMO mNpoxo/Dkaja [AeByWIKAa, —
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MCIOJB30BaTh WUTIO3WH. Heyxenmn Tl He NOHMMaellb — 3TO
BCE, YTO HaM OCTaércH.

— Y10 HMEeHHO HaM OcCTa€rcsa? — C BPaAXAeOHOCTHIO B
rojioce cnipocwia J>XuH.

— MhuI Jo/DKHBI NMOMBITaTbCSA BEPHYTHCA B Halll POOHOM
mup. A ropopmwna Huxy — Mb1 MoxXeM caesnath 310! Eciin Mbl
BepHEMCS Tyda, OTKyAda MOMNaJM B 3TOT MHp — Tyda, rae
OCTaJICH AXHIl, — TO Mbl COTBOPHM TaM ABEpPb — M MPOHAEM
yepe3 Heé! Mpbl OOLKHBI nomnbTaThed. IloiiMHTE Xe, MBI
IOJDKHBI MOTIBITaThCA!

OHa Bcé€ 6onbliie M GoJbie BoaHOBalack. HUK He coMHe-
BaJIcs, 4TO OHa owmnGaeTcs. Ho x ero ynuBjIeHHIO OH yBHOEN,
K2K 3aropejiuch rasa JIxuH.

— Ecau 3T0 noay4yurcs... — aHIVIMMaHKA ITTyG0KO BAOXHY-
na. — Ja, eciu 3TO NOJYYHTCH, M OH... Mbl... MOITIH OBl
H36aBUTBLCA OT Bcero 3Toro! bruto Obl yynecHo! Ho ToT Jec
IaJleKo OTCI0a, U KOoraa TYT BCe 3TH...

— Ho Beap HaM TONBLKO M OCTAaéTcs, YTO IOMbLITATHCSA, —
HacTOWYHBO npogookana JIunga. — OHa... PuTa... BBI CIbI-
LIajM, KaK OHa cKasasa, YyTo jajiblue Oymet ewé xyxe. Ecan
MBI OCTaHeMcs 3[leCbh — MbI ToYHO nponagéM. Ho ecau Ham
yaacTcs npoopatbcs Hasap...

— He ymactcsa, — nepebun e€ nopoumemiMii K HUM
Kpoxkep. — Ecamn 6bl nyTh ObU1 CBOGOIEH, TO CTOMWIO Obl
nonbitathcsd. Ho HaM He yaacTcd mpoOUThCS Tyna.

— W noatomy MBI ocTtaHeMcs 30ech, — JIMHIA MOBEpHY-
Jlach K MWIOTy, — U OyaeM NpecnoKoiHeHbKO XOaTh, MOKa
Hac He ofjoJieeT BeCh 3TOT yxac. Brl aToro xoture? HokeH
Xe HalTHCh KaKOH-HUOyIb MyTh, YTOOH NMpPOOMTHCA TyAa.

JluHpa nepeBoaMIa Iopsiliyii B3MIAL ¢ OZHOIO aHIIHYa-
HUHZ Ha Jpyroro. Bo3MoxHo, B JIXXMH OHa MO-NpexXHEMY
MMeJa COI03HHLY, onHako HHK 3Haj, HacKOJIbKO HEBO3MOX-
Ha TaKas 3Kcneauiusa. EMy yganocs npoiiTu no 3toi 3emie
H n06paThes OO0 HUX TOJNBLKO NOTOMY, YTO OH HaXOOWIcs Tog
3auTOoil PUTHI, M I0OHOLIA OTIMYHO MOHHUMAI: 6e3 He€ OH
Janexo 6bl He Y€, KaK Gbl ApOCTHO He cpaxaiyicd. OaHaKo
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¢ Muccuc Knann, BukapmeM u paHeHbIM CTpayaoM... HET, Y
HHX He ObUIO HM eIHHOrO lIaHca.

— Mp1 gonmXHbI BEepHYTbCA, — MoBTopwia Jiudga. — f...
51 He xouy ymMuparb. Y 1Th1, JIXxuH, npaBa. Pura noxenana Ham
cMmepti. OHa... Hapon ¢ XonmMoB He okaxeT HaM HHKaKOMH
noMow. HaM HyXHO HanesAThCcHS TONLKO Ha ceGsd, U eAuH-
CTBEHHOE, YTO Hac cmacér, — 3TO BO3BpallleHHe AOMOii. A
MOXET... MOXET, HaM Jaxe He NMpUOETcd BooOllle MATH Tyaa,
OTKYZa Bbl IPUOLUTH B 3TOT MUP. MoXeT, MBI cyMeeM clesiaTh
BpaTa npsiMo 31eck! — OHa TrOBOpHIA BCE OBICTpee U ObICTpee.

Huxk otomén B cropony. Kak xe oH ycTan 3a BeCh 3TOT
ponruii neHs! OH He BepWI B TO, YTO npepnarana JIluuaa, ato
BOOOLIlE HE MOXET OCYMIECTBHTLCA, M OH OBUT CIIHILKOM
M3MOTaH, 4YTOOBI cropuTh. HHMK cel Ha moil M 3aMeTHI
nogoulequIyio Muccuc Knamm, ToJIbKO KOria oHa CyHy/a eMy
B PYKH JepeBAHHYIO MHCKY, B KOTOpYIO ObUIa HaJIMTa KaKas-
TO XHOKOCTb C PE3KHMM 3alaxoM.

— Bor, BBINEi, romy6unk. 1o noabdoapur tedst. M pac-
CKaXH MHe — TOJIbKO IpaBay, HUYero He MpUAYMbIBas U3-3a
TOro, YTO 51 cTapas XCHIIMHA, KOTOpPOH HYXHO TOBODHTb
ONHM JIMLIb NMPHUATHHIE BellM. Sl OOCTaTOYHO NpOXMWIa Ha
cBeTe, 4YTOObl NMOHHMAaTh, YTO HA CBETE CYLIECTBYET MHOTO
HenpusaTHoro. 310 — 6GpeMsa, KOTOpOoe Mbl AJODKHBI HECTH,
Koraa HacTa€r Haul cpok. Kak Tel Oymaelib — TBl Beab
MOOBIBAJI TaM M BCE BHIAEN — Mbl XOThb YTO-HHUOYAb MoXeM
ceifyac nNpeanpUHATH?

Huxk cpenan rmotok. HanmuToOK ciierka ropymn — coBceM
KaK HBbIHEellIHee MOJIOXEeHHE Bellleii — OIHAKO OH corpeBa
€ro, XOTs M He MOT HHYero nojenaTtb ¢ BHYTPEHHHUM XOJO-
IOM, CTYAHMBIINM €ro pa3yM H Teno.

— A He ayMajo, YTO MBI MOXEM CHAENaTh ellE YTO-HHOYIb
CBepX TOro, YT yXe caesaHo. OHa cka3sasia, YTO CWIbl ThMbI
MOTIYT 3aCTAaBHTb JIOAeH CITyXUTh cebe. S BUAeT HeCKONBLKHX
TaM, BepOSTHO, KaK pa3 Taxux. U s He 3Hal0, CKOJBKO
NPOAEPXUTCA 3alUMTA.

Ona KuBHyJa.

— I'naBHoe — He TO, YTO THI CKa3aj, a 0 4YEM NpPOMOJYa.
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Hy uro x, OniBamM M nydiuue BpeMeHa. Ho BbI-TO ewné
cOoBceM MoJofisle, ObUTO 6B CripaBedINBee, YTOOBI BBl MOXH-
au nogonsie. Xaib, 4yTo IXXepeMH He YILIEN C He#, KaK H
nécuk JInuam. Hexopollio, YTO 3THM C/NaBHBIM 3BEpYLIKAM
NPUXOAHMTCSS OCTABaThCA C HAaMM, — XEHLIWHA B3[OXHYJAa H
B3sUIa Y HEIO ITYCTYIO MHCKY.

Huky ctpacTHO 3axoTenoch nobpaTbcsi A0 CBoeH yOoroii
MOCTEJIH M pa3BalINThcA Ha Heil. Ho xTo 3Haer, korma orka-
XeT 3allldTa, YcTaHoBieHHasd Puroii? He Mewano 6bl
NMpPOBEPHTH, YTO NMPOUCXOAUT CHAPYXH.

OH c TpyaoM MOAHSUICA Ha HOTH M NOWIEJN K BbIXOAY U3
neilepsl, a MOTOM MPOMNOJI3 HO CTOPOXeBoro mocra. Teneps
TaM He O6pUTI0 paHTOMA mMysieMéTa. Ho npsaMo mepen coboii, B
nartH ¢yrax, OH YBHIEJ CBeTAlleecd 06/1ako, XOpollo BHAM-
Moe B CYMpa4YHOM CBeTe, H 3a 3TOil 3aBecOil HEBO3MOXHO
ObU10 HHYEro pa3oOparTh.

OnIHaKO OH He COMHEBAJICA, YTO BCE Te TBAPH MO-IIpeXHe-
My Haxoasrca TaM. U 4ro oHM OyayT TepnesiMBO XIaTh, OKa
HE OTKAXeT 3allUMTa. A KOrga 3TO CAYYHTCA — BEAb Helb3s
Xe BeYHO yAepXHBaTh WUIIO3HIO — TOTAA...

HukK nosioxaui pyky Ha KaMeHb, OyCTHI IOJIOBY Ha Heé H
3aKpbUl a3a. OQHAKO eMy HUKAK He YAaBloCh U3GaBUTbCS
OT CBOMX MbIcjeii. Puta u ['eposba npaBbl: Bce OHH — H 3TH
ynpsiMble aHIJIMYaHe, H OH ¢ JIMHao# — MOruGHYT 3a mpocTo
TaK. M oH He Bepwi, YTo ABallOH HECET 3O,

NanyyeHne, HcXoqUBIIIEE OT aHKA B TOpPOAE, elBa He yOHIo
Huka. Ho B HEM He ObuUto 31ma. Ilpocto, KAk M B JaHHBIN
MOMEHT, OH — CJIMIIKOM cJjlaboe, CIMIIKOM XPYTIKOe CyLIeC-
TBO, YTOOLI NPHHATH TaKOM MOIIHBIA MOTOK 3HEPTHH.

A Tenepb BOT ThMa 3aToruisier 3Ty cTpaHy. M Tonbko B
ropolie H B MecTax, HaleJEHHBIX cBobomOi ABajloHa, ocTa-
HeTcs CBET. A Te, KTO He IIPHHHMAET 3TOT CBET, OTKPHIBAIOT
nBepb ThMe. OHHM Xe MOMBITAINCH HCNONL3OBATh Aap CBETa
JUId CBOMX LieJiell M, KaK ckKasaja Pura, caMH HaBIEKIM Ha
cebs Geny.

Ho Bcé-taku, nouemy ABanoH-I'eponsa nan Huky coser,
KOTOpHI}i NPHBEN €ro K OTKPLITHIQ TAKOH MOTYLIECTBEHHOM
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cwmnl? Pazymeercs, 3To 6BUTIO cAeJIlaHO HAMEPEHHO, MOXET
ObITb, XaKoe-TO HCIILITAHHE — M OH He BBUIEpPXaa ero,
HEBEPHO pacnopsiAMBUINCL CBOUM OTKphITHEM. BriosHe Mor-
Jio GBITH M Tak.

B moboM ciyyae eMy npua€rcd Temeph BCTPETHTb CBOIO
y4acTb M IOCTapaTbCcs BCTPETHTHL €€ AocToifHOo. Bo3MmoxHo,
Puta Taxke GbUIa mpapa, MoXeJaB HM CKOPOM CMEPTH, KaK
JIyJ1IEro K3 BCEro, YTO MOINIa MOXENaTh.

Huk 3agymancsa o cMmeptn. KoHenl 1M 3TO WIHM TOJBKO
Hayano? HUKTo He 3HaeT, MOAHU JMIUb HAZEIOTCA Ha JIydlliee,
M TOJIBKO KAKasi-TO YacThb €ro AYUIH 6osutach MOJHOTO YHHY-
TOXeHHMA OoJyiee Bcero Ha cBete. CMepThb MOXET O3HAyaTh
JIMILIb TIOKOH B TAKOM MMpE, KaK 3TOT.

— Huxkonac...

OH noaHan ronoBy. B orbGneckax cBeTslieiicss CTEHBI OH
yBuzea X31JIeTTa, XOTA M HE CMOT pas3I/ifAfeTh BbIpaXcHHA
ero Juua.

— Ha, c3p?

— To1 no6siBa B roposne, CaM pacckazal HaM 00 3TOM.
Yro tam?

Huk ycramo moBeman o CTeHaX M YJIHLIaX, O ABepsX CO
CBETALIUMHUCSA PHCYHKAMM, CTOMT TOJIbKO IPHUKOCHYTHCS K
HHM, M HakoHell 06 OrpOMHOM aHKe M H3/yYaeMoil MM
3HEpPruM, KOTopas YOHBAeT, e€Cid K HeMy NpHOmDKaeTcs
HEMOATOTORICHHDLIN YeJIOBEK.

— BnucaHHbIN B OKPYXHOCTb KPECT, — IOBTOPMJ BHKa-
puii. — [1a, xi1i04 K 6eccMepTHIO, KaK €10 Ha3bIBIM EIUITTSIHE,
BKJIanbIBasi B pyKd CBOUM OoraM. McTOUHMK 3HEprMH, KOTO-
PYI0 MOTYT MOTJIOTHTD TOJLKO T€, KTO €l NMOMQYUHMTCS.

— OHO He HecéT 3713, — nosTopw1 HHK CBOIO MBIC/b. —
S BuMOen 3710 M 3HA10, YTO €r0 HET B ropone.

— Jla, 310 He 3710, ¥ BCE Xe OHO TPeOyeT 0TKa3a OT CBOcH
BOJIH, OT CBOEIO «SI».

- Yero Taxke TpeOyeT M Halla TPaAUIMOHHAS PEJIUIHsA,
— Hux caM He 3HaJI, OTKyZda OH B3sU1 3TH CJIOBa.

— Ho 3710 4pe3BbIYalfHO APEBHHH MYTh, C KOTOPOIro MbI
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CBEPHY/IH OYeHb U OYeHb NaBHO. Y NOOYHHHUTBCSA 3TOH cUie,
Huxonac, 3HaYUT npenatsh BCE TO, BO YTO Mbl BEPHM.

— Hnu xe oOGHapyXHTh, YTO B CYLIHOCTH CYILLECTBYET
TOJILKO OHHUH-eIHHCTBEHHBIH MCTOYHHMK, U3 KOTOpPOro GepyT
HayaJjo MHOTHE peKHu.. — M cHoBa HHK oco3HaBan cBom
CJIOBa JIMLIb MOCJIE TOro, KaK NMPOU3HOCHI HX.

— Yro TBI cKa3an? — pe3Ko M TpeGoBaTeIbHO INepecrnpo-
CIJ1 BUKapHil.

I'nasa wecmnadyamasn

OtBeTnTh HHK He ycnien — M3-3a cBETJION ORIMKHU Gapbepa
IIOHECCS 3BYK, KOTOPBIH OH YyXe C/bIlaj paHblle, — Hempe-
OJONTUMBIii, pa3NaMbIBAIOLIMI IOJIOBY 30B, KOTOPLIN YBEN 3a
coboit 6ponAr, IIeHUBLIMX ero B jecy. OH NpyKas JaOHH K
ylIaM, HO 3BYK BCE paBHO JIETKO IPOHHKAN B TOJIOBY.

OpHako Ha 3TOT pa3 30B ObUI HE TaKUM TpPe6GOBaTEIbHBIM.
Huk cTtucHyn 3yobl, 3acTaBinsis cebs He NMOJYUHATHCH ITOMY
npu3bidy. B cnabGoM cBeTe OH yBHMOEN, KaK CKOpPYWICS Ha
KaMHAX X3UIeTT, CKJIOHUB TOJIOBY M 3aTKHYB YILIH.

Bopotbes! Huk Hanpsr Bcio cBolo Bomo. OH He 3HaJl, KTO
HanpapJsieT MPOTUB HUX 3TO OpPYyXHe, HO OHO ABHO CJIYXWIO
cwiaM 3na. U Tyt Huk 3aMeTn, 4To KTo-TO nMpobupaercs K
BBIXOAY MMMoO Hero. JOHola NpoTAHYyN pyKy, MbITasACh OCTa-
HOBMTb 6e3yM1ia, HO MOLUHBIH yaap oTOpPOCHI ero NMpoyb.

OH Tyno cMmortpeJ, Kak Kpokkep HampasisieTcsl K Oapbepy.
Bcnen 3a HUM KapaGkanuch U ocTalbHble: [IXXKUH, He OTcTaBast
OT NETYMKa HH Ha war, Jleau JIMaHa ¢ HMCKAXEHHLIM OT
MYYEHHI JIMLIOM, NPIXaB JIAQOHHU K ylliaM, M 3aMbIKaJ lilec-
TBHe CTpayn, KOTOpHIit Opé, MOKAYMBAsCh, CIOBHO IbSHBIA
WIH COBEPLIEHHO O0ECCHICHHBIN Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPOIO TOJBKO
XecToKass HeoOXOOMMOCThL 3aCTaBIsAET UATH BIIEpend.

IMpexne yeM Hux ycmen nomHATLCA ¢ TOro MecTa, Kyda
WBLIPHYN ero yaap Kpokkepa, 3TH 4YeTBepo MOMOMUIH K
6aprepy M, Npoiilsg CKBO3b HETO, CKPLUIMCh M3 BHOY. 3aTeM,
nouiaTeiBasich, MOSABWICA M X3MIEeTT, HO Teneph HHUK ObLn
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HaroTtoBe. [IpbITHYB Briepéa, OH CXBaTHJI BUKAPHS M MOTALKI
KO BXOAY B Ineuiepy.

JIunpa, muccuc Knann... oH no/mxeH octaHoBHTL Mx! Huk
NpoJo/DKaa TaliuTh X3/JIeTTa B neulepy. ['onoBa OykBanbHO
pacKanLIBajiach, HO OH yXX€ MOT CIIpaBUTLCS € 3TOoi Gosbio —
noxrxed 6pu1 cnpaBuThes! [loToMy 4YTO B 3TOT pa3 OH HeE
CBsI3aH PEeMHSIMU, KOTOphIE TOTAA CMACIH €MY XM3Hb.

B sipkoM cBeTe JlaMIl B Telilepe TBOpIIACh Hepa3bepHxa.
Muccuc Knann iexasna Ha Moy, NbITasch OAHAThCA. PamoM
C Hell Ha KOJNIeHSX cTosUula JIMHAa, HO OHAa He IBITANIACh
TIOMOYb NOAHATLCA CTapoii XeHINMHE, 2 HA00OPOT, TAHYIA ¢&
3a IUIeYH BHM3, U MHccHc Kilannm M3BMBasach M KOJIOTHIA
PYKaMH 0 KaMEHHOMY IIOJY.

[lepen HUMM cHOeNH ABa MaJCHBKHUX XMBOTHBIX: JIaHT
THEBHO TABKAJ, a KOT NOABLIBAJ M OWJI MO 3eMJIe XBOCTOM.
O06a HEeOTPHIBHO CMOTPEJH HAa XEHIIHH, CJIOBHO TOTOBLIC B
10601 MOMEHT BMEINAThCA B 3Ty CXBaTKYy.

JIuto JIMHOBl McKaswnoch OT ©oJM, NpPEeBpaTUBIUHCH B
6e306pa3Hylo MacKy, OHa CTOHaNa M KpHyana. Muccuc Kinann
TOXe M3laBajla HewleHOpa3AeNbHbIe 3BYKH.

— ITomorn! — BuImoxuyna JIunnpa, yuaeB Huka, tauus-
LLIero CIOTHIKAIOLIErocss BUKapHs.

Oco6o He uepeMoHsich, HHUK cO Bceil CWIbl TOJKHYN
BHKapHs BrepEél, B DIyOb meluepbl, a NMOTOM mnoabGexan K
JIunne.

— OHa... He NOJDKHA... YHTH...

— He nomxHa! — cornacHoO BHIKPUKHYJI aMepHKaHell, HO
B €10 NIOMOILM yXe He HyXAalIuch, 60 Muccuc Knann, usnas
NocJIeHUI KPUK, OOMAK/Ia U HENOABIDKHO 3aMepra.

— Het! — Tenepnr 3akpuyana JIuHaa, NMOOHSB TOJOBY
XEeHIIMHBI, AeBYLIKA NpiKaia e€ K cebe, IOKauMBas B CBOMX
pPYyKax M HeXHO Kacadch eé nuua. — Huk, He MoxeT ObITB,
4yTo6BI OHA yMepJa!

— A Toxe He Bepio B 310. [IpucMoTpm 3a Heil, — HukK
BepHyJcA K X3IIeTTy.

I'py3Ho oceB Ha MnoJi, BUKapHii cHies, BHITAHYB HOTM H
CKJIOHMB T'OJIOBY Ha IPYlb, 2 PyKi 6€3BOJIBHO yNIH U JIEXalIH
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Ha Mojly JafoHAMH BBepX. OH TSXeNo AbILIa, HO IPYTHX
MPU3HAKOB XM3HHM HE TPOSBISLI.

30B cHapyXH HayaJl CcTHXaThb M yaanarbcd. Huk teneps
CMOT MBICJIHTDh 6ojiee ICHO U HeMHoro pacciabwics. Kot u
MEKHMHEC NO-TIPEXHEMY OCTaBaJIHCh HACTOPOXE, HO yXe YMOJI-
KJIH, CJIOBHO HM OBUIO HYXHO BpeMs, YTOOLI NepeBeCTH AYX.

— OHa... oHa xuBa, Hux! — JIuHzaa nocMorpena Ha Hero.
— Ho octanbHble... OHH YUUIM... Kyna?

— 5 He 3Halo.

— 970 6BL1a... 3TO ObLIA €lE omHa aTaka Cun Tomp?

U onarte HHK He cMOT OTBETHTb.

— S He 3nHajo. ToyHo Takoii 30B yBEN Opoadr, B3ABLIMX
MeH4 B IwieH. Ho g He 3Halo, 4TO 3TO TakKoe... 1 BUAEJ TOJbLKO
TO, YTO OHM YIIUIH, TIOAYHUHSIACH €MY,

— Kak u aHrmmyade orciona, — JIuHaa noynobHee ycTpo-
Wia Ha cBoeif pyke ronoBy Muccuc Kinanmn. — Huk, a1 Toxe
xoTtena yitv. Ho MeHs octaHoBwi JIaHT, NpPLHITHYB Ha MEHS.
A JIxXepeMH, BUEIUBIINCD B 100Ky Muccuc Knanm, Tak 3amy-
Tas €€, 4To oHa ynana. OHH... C HX TIOMOLIbIO MBICIH B MOEH
roJIoBe NMpOSICHWINCH, U S MOHSJIA, YTO He NOJDKHA MATH... H
OHa ToXe He ao/rkHa. Ho xakum o6pa3om 11, HHK, ¥ MHcTED
XapneTr cnacauch?

M B Tpetnit paz3 Huk nomxeH 6bU1 NMpHU3HAaThCS B CBOEM
HeBexecTBe. OH 3HaJI JIMIIb TO, YTO CKOJIb OBl MYyYMTEIbHBIM
M HEMpeoJOoJUMLIM HH ObUT 3TOT 3BYK, OH cyMeJl MPOTHBOC-
TOATb €My, M He TOJBLKO CaM YLeJed, HO ellé KaKUM-TO
obpa3oM nomewan X3nj1eTTY YHTH BeJiel] 32 ocTanbHLIMU. OH
THJI NpPOYb MBIC/IM, YTO MOXET C HUMHM cayduTbesd. Ceifyac
JOCTaTOYHO 6BbUIO M TOro, 4TO 3AeCh OHH MOGEAWIH.

— MoxeT ObITb, H3-3a TOIO, YTO S YK€ paHbUIE CJbILIA
3TOT 30B M He NMOAYMHMWICA eMy, — 3alyMYHBO NPOTrOBOPHI
Huk. — MoxeT, BO BTopoii pa3 OH BO3/EIiCTBYET yXe He C
TaKoH cwioii. A X3JIeTT BOBpeMs OKa3ajcs psaoM CO MHOM.
OH OTCTaJ1 OT OCTAILHBIX M 3TO AAJIO MHE IIAHC...

— ...cnacTt¥ MeHs, Hukonac, — BHKapHii MEIJIEHHO MOJ-
HAn ronoBy. Ero xymoinaBoe JIMLO BBHIIVISAENO TaKHM
HM3MOXAEHHBIM, Kakoe ObIBaeT y cMepTebHO 60JIbHOIO Yeno-
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Bexka. Korna oH Hayan roBopuThb, Mo €ro JIEBLIM IMIa30M
3af€pranach CKyJia, H Cyiopora Ha MrHOBEHHE HCKa3Wia ero
JIMLIO. — ...CIIaCTH MeHd OoT Ko3Heil camoro [IbsgBona, Huko-
Jac, — no6GaBWI OH M BLINIPSIMIICS, TOMOPIIHBUINCE, CIOBHO
oT 6onu. — MBI He OODKHBI HOMYCTHTb, YTOOBI HALIMX
TOBapHIIcH 3aXBaTWia 3Ta... 3Ta He4yucTh! B Hux Bcenwics
Jbasor...

— JIxepemn! — Muccuc Kianm oTkpnuia rna3a U H3yM-
JNIEHHO nocMoTpena Ha JInnay. — JIXepeMH... OH MPLITHYN HAa
MeHsd! Mot MaIbYMK... CA cOLIEN ¢ yMma!

— Het, — ycnoxouna e€ JIunga. — OH XOTeJ cnlacTH BaM
XHU3Hb, U OH ClieJlajl 3TO.

KoT nopmomén nobGmicke, NMONOXW1 TNepeAHHE Jarbl Ha
rpyas MuccHc Kiann ¥ KocHy/Ics KOHYHKOM CBOEro Hoca €€
JIMLa, a TTOTOM JIM3HYN €€ A3LIYKOM.

— JxepemH, — Muccuc Kinann noaHsia pyKy U NoJIOXH-
Jla €€ Ha IoJIOBYy KOTa. — 3ayeM...

— YT06H! CNIACTH BaM XHM3Hb, — MoBTOpWIa JIMHma. —
TouHo TaKk Xxe, Kak Jlaur cmac molo, a Huk — Mucrepa
Xapnerra.

— Ho... — muccuc Knann Hayasia ¢ TpyaoM MOAHUMATLCS,
¥ JIudaa noMorna eit. Ctapas XeHIUIHHA oIjgaesach. — A rae
ocranbHble? Jlean [Imnana.. oHa Beab Obula BOH TaM... H
JxuH... u bappHu...

— OHH YLUTH, — Ha 3TOT pa3 oTBeTHA X3m1erT. — K Mbl
NOJDKHBI caenaTh BcE, YyTOOBI NMOMOYb MM, M KaK MOXHO
cKopee.

Bukapuii ¢ TpyaioM TMNOIHsUICA Ha HOIM, HO BHI HMEJ
TaKoli, CJIOBHO OH ObUI NOTOB B TOT X€ MHI TIPHUNYCTHTb
6eroM ¢ Toit Xe caMoi 6e3pacCyTHOCTBIO U OTPELIEHHOCTBIO,
KOTOpOii GBUTH OXBadeHbl OCTabHble aHM4YaHe. Ha Besxuit
cay4aii HUK ctan Mexay HMM M BXOAOM B Neluepy.

— MbI He MoXeM, TIOKA He y3HaeM, ¢ YeM Mbl GopeMca. U
ecJIM MBI MOMAEM ceidac, BCIEMylO, HAalIpOJIOM B 3TY TEMHO-
Ty, MBI JIMLUIMMCS NOCJEHEro UWaHca, KOTOPLIi €€ ecTh Y
Hac.

MrHoBeHHe eMy Ka3aJloCh, YTO BUKApHH ITYCTHTCS C HHUM

311



B XapKHii criop ¥ AaXe INOMNLITaeTCs NMPOpBaTbcsl MHMO HETO,
OIHaKO TUleYH X3W1eTTa MOHUKIN, H OH XMYpPO OTBETHI:

— Koneuno, Hukonac, Tol npaB. Ho MBI JOJDKHBI YTO-TO
IenaTh.

— S caMm co6Gupaloch nmoitTH, — HHK cxa3an 310 MpoTHB
BosH. CHOBa €ro 3aCTaBWIM NPUHATD pellieHHe, KOTOPOro OH
He XOTen, B3AThCA 3a OeJio, KOTopoe, KAK OH 3Haa, Obuio
O4YeHb OMACHBIM. 30B 3aTHX BOAJIM, H TeNephb IoJI0OBa NepecTa-
Jla pacKaJibIBaThCsA OT O0JIM. 3HAYMT JIM 3TO, YTO MX ONACHBLIH
Bpar yaalwics, YIOBIETBOPEHHDII TEM, YTO B €ro 3alajHIo C
TaKO# JIEFKOCThIO yroawia noOblya, WIH Xe OH TpHTawics
rae-to nobJaN30CTH, IoToBiACh K ewé OOHOM, BO3MOXHO,
6onee MouHo# arake? OnHaKo He ObUIO cMbIcia JyMaTh o6
ONacHOCTAX, IPO3fAlIHX UM B OyaylleM, MX XBaTajlo H HacTo-
ALIero.

— He B oaMHOYKY... — cWwia M 3HEPIrHYHOCTb, KOTOPBIE
Bceraa 3ByYaid B rojioce X3mjeTra, BEPHYJIUCh K HEMY. —
M3l HO/DKHBI MATH BMECTE...

— Bce Mbl, — nepe6buna ero JIuHga, — Bce BMecTe.

Huk xoten 6bUt0 BO3pa3uThb, HO IOTOM IOHSUI, YTO, Ha-
BepHOe, OHa mpasa. [IpocTo DIyno ocTaBRIATL ABYX XEHIUUH
3aech OAHMX — TaK KaK OH 3HaJI, 4YTO eMy He yaacTcs ySeauTh
BHKAapHA ToXe OocTaTbcs B nelepe. Korma Gapbep pyxHer,
ciofia, B NeLUEPY, XIbIHYT CHIbI ThMbI, ¥ Y JIMHAB U MHcCHUC
Knann He OyxeT HM eIHHOrO 1lIaHCA Ha CIaceHHe. A mocle
BCEro TOIo, YTO OH BHMIEJ, 303Bpalllasich M3 ropoja, eMy He
60/ILHO-TO XOTEJIOCH, YTOOBI OHM NOBCTPEYAIHCh C YydOBH-
1IaMH, YTo O6poAasfT, NpPBITraloT, MOJ3aloT y BXOoAa B IeUIEpy.

KoHe4HO, BBIXOOAMTb OTCIOJa — TOXE BepX ITYTIOCTH.
Onnako Huk 6bu1 yBepeH: ecii OH He NMOMAET, BUKapHit 1160
OIMH, TNOO ¢ AByMs XeHIIMHAMHU, HO MOKUHET newepy. Huk
[okeH 6pU1 AeHCTBOBAaTh NPAKTHYHO, HACKOJIBKO NO3BOJISLIa
CHTyauus.

ITo3ToMy OH mpeanoxui cobpaTh CyMKH B JOpPOTIY; caMble
TSDKENble MOHeCYT OH U JIuHAa, XOoTS U BUKApHMH, H MHCCHC
Knann HactauBaid, 4To6bl OHH TOXE B3SUIH YacTb NMOKIAXKH.
H BuKapHii 04eHb MIOMOT COBETAMH ONBITHOIO YEJIOBEKA.
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— A HeT oTcloia ewé Kakoro-HHOGyAb BhIXOZAa — KpoMe
Toro, 4ro s o6Hapyxui1? — cnpocun Huk.

— Bpoonb pyuss... — Muccuc Kiannm mocMoTrpena Ha
BUKAPHS.

Ha nuue Xaanerra YUTanoch COMHEHHE.

— D10 TPYAHLIA myTh, Mona.

— IlycTy Aaxé TpyAHBIA, — pEeLIUTEIBHO OTBETHIA OHa,
— HO eCJIM MBI BblIOepeMcs OTCIo[a TaM, Ile Hac He XAYT Te
FBapH, — YTO MOXET OBITHL Jyyile?

— HagepHoe, Tak... — npo6opMoTa BUKAapHi, OAHAKO OH
He Kaszajcad y6eXaEHHBIM.

— Bnoan kakoro pyysd, cap? — BepHyiacs Huk x artoi
uaee.

— IloaseMHoro. Mbl HHMKOTAA HE XOOWIH Te€M ITyTEM.
OnHako Crtpayn roBopwi, YTO B OJHOM MeCTe TaM MOXHO
BLIGpaTLCA HapyXy. S nonaraio, Ha NIPUWIHYHOM PacCTOAHUH

OT 3TOIo BBIXOAA... — X3MIETT MaxHY/J PyKOH B CTOPOHY
BXOJla B Iellepy.
— Tem nmyyme, — Huxk HeMHoro npuotGoapuinca. OH

NpeTOXWI OblI J1a3, KOTOPLIH OOHapyXUl B cocelHeH nelue-
pe, HO OH HE COMHEBAJICSA, YTO HM BHKapHH, HH MHCCHC
Kiann He NpOTHCHYTCS B Hero.

BoT ecnu 6Bl MX MyNeMET-WUTIO3US CTaJl HACTOSILIUM WIH
y HHX MMeJIOCh Obl KaKoe-HUOyab APYToe OpYyXHe U3 POAHOIO
mupa... ¥ Huka 6bu1 ToNbKO HOX, a Temepb BOT elI€ Cpedu
CBOMX CYMOK OH HalI€Nl TYPMCTCKMH TOINOPHK, O KOTOPOM
noyTH no3absun. Ilockonbky y Xasanerra ObUT OAHH M3 KUH-
XaJIoB, OH OTAaJ TonopHk JInHae. XKene3zo — cinabad 3awura,
C TaKUM Xe YCIeXoM, co 3/1ocThio moayman Huxk, MoxmHo
OTIpPABJIATLCA B IYTh C T'OJILIMM PYKaMH.

Muccuc Knann ornsagenack. OHa yxe ciroxwia JepeBsH-
Hble MHCKH, CKaTaJla HECKOJILKO Ipy0o CIUIETE HHBIX LIMHOBOK.
Brulo 0O4EeBHAHO, YTO OHA CYUTAIA, YTO NPOHIET HeMaJlo
BPEeMEHH, Mpexae 4eM KTo-HUOyAb BEPHETCA cloAa.

— He 04eHb-TO YIOTHOE MECTO, HO OHO XOPOIIO IOCTYyXH-
JIO HaM. :

— Jla, Mon, — msarko oro3paica X3ajeTT
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— HHorna... UHorma g BIKY BO CHe, KaK HAY IO JOPOXKeE,
a BOKDYT po3bl M JIWIMH, JIYKOBHLBI KOTOPBIX MHE Jana
muccuc JleHcogayH M3 Halllero npuxoga. A BOH TaM Mo
cTapas Asepb, ¥ JIXepeMH CHOMT Ha CTYTICHbKAX, He CBOIS C
MeHsa mia3. MHe CHWINCH TakuMe CHbI, c3p. 1 OHH MHe
KA3aJIMCh TAKMMH HACTOSLIUMH...

— A 3nao, Moa. UntepecHo, nonana Toraa 6omGa B
LIEPKOBb CBATOro Muxauna. be3 Manoro naTh ¢ MoJIOBHHOIM
BEKOB INPOCTOSUIA OHa — MopsfoYHoe BpeMA. g MeHs OoHa
CTOMT IO-NpeXHeMY.

— M#1 Bc€ 3T0 MOXEM BCIIOMHHATb, C3P. DTOI0 HMKTO Y
Hac He CMOXeET OTHATh. 1 MHorna 3akprIBaclllb IVla3a, Koraa
OTAbIXaelllb, — M BHOMIUL BCE, Aa TaK SICHO... MoXeT ObITb,
ecau Mbl BepHéMcs... MHorna s aymalo, cap, 4To Bc€ 3TO
BHAHWTCA JNydlle, 4eM ObUlo Ha caMoM Jnene. U BBl Toxe
MHOTIZa 3TO AejaeTe, d 3Halo. Kak Obl Bo3Bpalllaelllbcs B
JeTCTBO — Toraa Bc€ ObUTO Apye M Jayyiue. U roabl TAHyIHCH
He criellla, a He NPOHOCWIHCH, KAK ceiyac, TaK YTO OIJIs-
HyTbcd He ycneeuib. M ckonbko 6nU10 coOnrTuit! JlagHo,
yTrOo-TO s 3abosTaslach, HYXHO OTIHpaBisaTbcsl. U Bcé Xxe,
KaKuM Obl HEYIOTHBIM HH 6BLIO 3TO MecTo, OHO 6BLIO XOpo-
wuM. [Touutu, JIxepemu! — XHBO 3aKOHYMIAa OHa.

JIunna nopouuia nmo6moke K Huky.

— Huk, MHe npocTto 3axorenocs riakatbh. O, Huk, a He
Xo4y BCTIOMMHATh Ipoluioe, ceiiyac He BpeMsa. He To, cTout
MHE BCIIOMHHUTb YTO-HHOYAb, CO MHOM 4YTO-TO Aeiaercs, fi
caMa He CBOsl, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT COPBYCh C MeCTa C QMKHMM
KpHKOM: «Brimycture MeHa» C T1060if Tak GnIBacT?

— DTO 3aBHCHT, — OTO3BAICA I0HOIIA, 3aKHHYB Ha TUIEYH
CYMKy, — OT TOro, K YeMy Tebe BO3BpaulaTbcs. BripodeM,
GeccMBICNIEHHO ceifyac 3amIsiAbIBaTh AajleKo Briepén. Jlydiue
COCPEIOTOYMTh BCE CBOM CWIbl Ha TOM, KaK BbIOpaThcs
oTcoaa.

— Hux, — nepe6bmuna ero meByuika, — YTO MB MOXEM
cAenatb... YTo6bl noModb TeM? CMoXeM MBI KOrma-HMGYAb
HaiTH ux? ’

— CowmHeBaloch. Ho BOT 3T™M ABOoe, — OH KMBHYN B
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CTOPOHY BMKapHs, noMorampiero Muccuc Knann nepe6Gpars-
cs1 Yyepe3 NopoxeK OOKOBOH HHUIM, — HE OCTaBAT INOMBITOK.
A MBI He MOXeM OpPOCHTH MX.

JIuHaa npuKycwia ry0y M HaxMypwiach.

— Jla, 5 noHumalo 31o. Heyxenn oHM HHKoOrza He mnoi-
MYT, YTO BCE€ 3TO 6e3nanéxHo? Kak Tol aymaews, Huk, 4yro
CJIYYWIOCh C TeMH?

— Mou poragkd HHYEeM He Jydlle TBOHX, — 3To 6pUl
JIyd1IMi OTBET, KAKOM TOJILKO OH MOT JaTh eii. HUK nbrrancsa
o6y3naTth cBOé BooOOpaXeHHe, pUCOBaBllee €My OQHM JIMLIb
yXachl.

Xon, KOTOPHIM HX MOBEN XeXIJIETT, OKa3ajicsl TaKUM
y3KMM, YTO BCKOpPE MM MNPHUUIOCh MATH TIychbKoM. JIaHr M
JIxXepeMH B 3THX YCJIOBHSIX YyBCTBOBAJIH ce0s1 MEHEE CKOBaH-
HBIMM, YeM JIIOOM, MepedBUraBlUIMecs] Ha CBOHUX IBOMX, H
BCKOpE BLIPBAJIMCH Aajieko Briepén. Bpems ot BpeMenu JIuH-
Ja B3BOJIHOBaHHO 3Baja JlaHra, ¥ Bceraa 40 HUX JOHOCWIOCH
OTBETHOE TSABKAHbE NEKUHECA.

Yepe3 HeKOTOpoe BpeMs OHM JOOpaJIMCh AO BeAYLIETO
rTy60KO BHM3 KOopHaopa. JIBaxabl UM npHUXoauioch crubars-
cs B TpH noruGenu. Xsmnerr ¢donapuxkoM Huxa ocsewan
caMble TpyOHbIEe MecTa.

H BoT HakoHel oHM ycablany 6yabKaHbe BOObI U BeIGpa-
JMCh B cleayiowuii, Gonee WMPOKHI TyHHeNb. JomxHo
6BITH, cCaMa BoJa MPOTOYHIA €0 32 MHOTME U MHOTHE CToJIe-
THSI, XOTS Celyac JHIUb Y3KUI pydyeil BeXasl mo LIMPOKOMY
pyciy, Hexoraa Kylaa 6oJsiee TIOJTHOBOOIHOMY.

— Cioga... — XamneTr cBepHyn Haneso, U Huka 3to
obpagosano. EcinM oH He coBceM ellé 3anyTraics, To J1oboi
BLIXOJ Ha MOBEPXHOCTb B 3TOM paiOHE NODKEH HaXOAUTLCSA
JlaieKo OT BepxHero Bxona. MHTepecHO, AEpXHMTCA JM €le
6aprep? .

M xorna oH Hcye3HeT, MepeHAET M Bpar B HACTYIUICHHE
HeMemneHHO? He BcTpeuass HUKAaKOIo COMPOTHBICHUS, OH B
ONWH MHI 3amnoJIOHHT newepy. HuUkK mnoéxmnca ot 3Toi
MBICJIH M 6pocH B3I Yepe3 IUIeYO, HACTOPOXEHHO MNpH-
caywinBasice. Ho ObUIM CIBILMIHBI JIHIUL 3BYKH TEKYLIEro
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pY4bsl M LIaTH €ro ToBapHlieil, 3arayliaBliie JIo0ble LIYMBI,
KOTOpble MOIJIM MOHOCHUTHCA c3aau. JKajab, YTO NMEXMHeca H
JxXepeMH He ObLUIO MOOGIM3OCTH: OHM CJBILIAT Kyda Jyylle
moneif ¥ MOTYT B cJly4yae 4ero nojaaTh CHIHaJl TPEBOTH.

Huxky ouyeHb XoTenoch, YToObl OHH LIUTH OLICTpee, HO OH
MOHHMMAJI, YTO M3-3a BO3pacTa BHMKApHA W GOJIbHBIX, IUIOXO
crubaroluxcsa Hor MHccHC KUlanm ObIcTpee, YeM ceifyac, OHU
He Moryr MaTH. Ho Ha Bcakmii ciay4yait OH BHIHYN HOX,
TOTOBBII NpH JTI060M HOBOM 3BYKE ITYCTHTb €10 B XOA.

— 3geck... — X3miett noceetw GOHApUKOM BJIEBO.

Tam, B cTeHe TyHHend, BUAHENAch pacluenanHa. Ceer ¢o-
HapHMKa OCBETWI IOBEPXHOCTL BoAbl. YTOOBI moOpaThca o
pacilue/JIMHBI, UM MpHAETCA NMpoOHUparThbcs, liaras INpsMo Io
Boae. «MHTepecHoO, KaKas 3nech ITybHHa?» — noaymMan Huk
M TyT yBuUOen [IxepeMu, cuaeBlero Ha apyroM Gepery. JIaHr
3acKynw1 U O6pocwica K JIunpe, mpocsck Ha pyku. Hrak,
NECUKY KaXeTcs, YTO 3TOT pyyeif CIIMIIKOM ITy0OK [UIa Hero,
JHU60 OH MOYEMY-TO IIPOTHB TOro, YTOOBl NMEPEXOOUTh €ro
BOpox. Kot, HaBepHOe, cMOT NepenprIrHyTh Yepe3 Hero. Huk
NPUHSUT K CBeACHHIO NpeaynpexneHue Jlanra.

— He crtynaiite B Bony! — M OH NMoAoLuEN K BUKAPDHIO. —
Jlaiite MHe ¢doHapHK.

— Tho1 3aMeTHn, Kak Benér ce6s Jlaur? — Xamanerr npotd-
Hy/n (QOHapHK.

Hux npucen Ha xoprouxu. OcTalbHBle IPHXaNIHCh K
CcTcHe TyHHens1. OH Hanpasiul cBeT NpAMo Ha Boay. Hukaxmx
NPU3HAKOB GLICTPOIO TEYEHHS, H AHO KAXKETCA MEJIKHM, HO Y
Hero OBUTO HEJOCTATOYHO OIBITa, YTOOLI CYAHUTH 0O 3TOM
HaBepHska. Pyyeli Mor okazaTbcsl JIOBYMIKOI, KOTODYIO MH-
CTUHKTHMBHO NOYysNAH XHBOTHhie. U BCE Xe HM He
TIepENPBITHYTh BOAY — Kya UM 10 cnocoOHocTeit JIxepeMu.
[Mpun€rca watu BGpOL...

— Huk! — JIlunaa omycrunaces psagoM ¢ HUM. OHa npots-
HyJla PYKY, YKa3biBas BbILIE 1O TEYECHHIO.

TaM nmo nMoBepXHOCTH BOABI MpoOlUIa CTpaHHasd psde. U
OHa He 6bUla BbI3BaHa KaKMM-HUOYAb NMONBOAHLIM KaMHeM,
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MPENATCTBYIOIIHM TEYEHUIO, MOTOMY YTO HarpaBsLiach B HX
ctopoHy. Huk nepenan eit ¢poHapuk.

— Hepxu!

OH NpHUIOTOBMJICS ITyCTUTh B XOJ HOX: HECOMHEHHO,
nepel HUMH Bpar.

Pa6b ncyeana, Ho Huk mpomomxan y4alnéHHO AbILIATH.
OTta TBaph, KeM Obl OHa HM ObUIa, 3aTaWIach TaM, HEBHAMMas
noa BOIOM.

— Huxk! — moutn 4YTrOo 3aBM3Xajna AEBYUIKA, OQHAKO €€
6pIcTpas peakliMs criacja UM XHW3Hb. BaMeTHyBLIasACA H3-101
BOIbl pyKa He OOCTHINIA cBoeii nead. HampacHo xBatanu
BO3IyX NepenoH4aThle najabubl — JIMHOA AepXana GpoHapHK
Ha TMOpsJOYHOM pACCTOSHHMH, BHE TMNpelesioB MX AocsArae-
MOCTH.

AMepHKaHELl HaHEC HOXOM yaap Mo Bole, H OHa CJIOBHO
BCKHMIIe/Ia, a 3aTeM M3 BOABI MOKA3AIWChH IOJIOBA M IUIEYH
CYLUEeCTBa, IbITaBLIErocs NMOXUTUTh HX ¢doHapHK. CyllecTBo
abCcoMIOTHO He HANOMHHAIO 4eJIOBEKA: BO-TIEPBBLIX, POCTOM
OHO ObUTO He Oonbiue [IkepemHu, a BO-BTOPBIX, BCE ObLIO
MOKPBITO WIEPCThIO, KAaK BbIAPA WIH TIOJECHb.

¥ Hero ObLUIHM OrpoMHLIE KpyTJble IJla3a, ycaTasd Mopaa H
rpyoble CITyTaHHbIE BOJIQCHI, MOXOXHE HAa I'PUBY, HOCTHIaB-
e ried. OTKpbUlach NMacTb, NOKa3biBasl XEIThIE KIBIKH, a
MOTOM pPEe3KO 3aXJIONHYyJach, H3aB LIHIEHHE, MOXOXee Ha
To, yTo M3#a€T JIXepeMH B rHese.

Hux cHoBa 3aHéc kimHOK. BomsHass TBapp 3a0uinach U
3aMsyKajla, OOHAKO OoTcTynwia. HUK He coMHeBaJcs, 4TO 3TO
CYLIECTBO — OAMH H3 HACTOSIUIMX OoOHTaTesied ABajioHa, H,
Moxoxe, He NpHHamJIexaBllee cwiaM ToMbl. Beuto oueBHA-
HO, 4TO OHO BpaXJeGHO HAacCTPOEHO K JIIOAAM, TEM HE MeHee
OHO He KAa3aJIoCh OJIMLETBOPEHHEM 371a.

— Ilomoxau-ka, Muwiok, — K HuKy nomouuia Muccuc
Knann. — 2Kene3o, KOHEYHO, NMPOTOHUT €ro, HO €CThb H
JIpyTHE CIIOCOOBI.

Hux yauBIEHHO CMOTpeEN, KaK OHa MophUlach B CBoeH
CyMKe H JOCTajla H3 He€ KaKylo-TO BETOYKY. TOpXEeCTBEHHO,
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CJIOBHO y4acTBYsl B KAKOH-TO LIEPEMOHHMHM B YTEPSIHHOM €10
cobope cBaToro Muxawia, OHa Hayaja HarneBaTh:

Pycaasouxa-ges,

Booda meaeem.

Xoms meoti domux xopou,

Ho ezo0 xcdém 6eda,

Caviuuws 2poxom u monom —

3mo crooa

Ilpu6auxcaromes cmada.

Bcé pacmonuym, pasnecym!

Iloaywu 6ysunoti, nosyuu-ka paburoi:
FBoto 3 mpuxcowm — ybupaiica omcrooa!

U oHa TpH pa3a ynapuiaa no NoBepXHOCTH BOIbI BETOUYKOI.

TBaph MepecTaia HIMOETh M OCTOPOXHO IJisiie/ia Ha Heé.
Ho xorna XeHIIMHA TPOH3HECNA «TPHXALI», CYLIECTBO H3la-
JIO XYTKWi#i BOIUIb M HBIDHYJIO noa Body. Bhulo BMOHO, Kak
OHO MOJIHHEN MOHECIIOCH BBEPX MO TeyeHHI0. JIaHT noMuyascs
no Gepery cnenom 3a Helo, B SpOCTH Jasi, Noka JIMHna He
Nno3Bajia ero.

Muccuc Knann 3acMesinace.

— Tak-Tak-Tak. BoT yX HHKOrga He Aymaja, YTO CIOIO
9TO-HHOYAb Nogo6Hoe B cBoel Xu3HHU. Mosi ctapast TETyLIKA
Masr, BOT OHa-TO 3Has1a noGoJiblie, H Ha cCaMOM Jejie OHa MHe
Jaxe He TETKa, a 6bU1a cecTpoil Moeit npababywiku. Ho oHa
MPOXWIa JOJAIYI0 XH3Hb. CTO NSITh rogKoB — Korza 60Jie3Hb
HakKoHell nogkocwia e€. OHa 6ObUla 3HaxapKoi M Morjia
npenackaseiBath 6ynyiuee. Jlioau xogwnin X Heit 6oponaBKHM
3aroBapMBaTh H BCE TaKoe, HO TNOTOM MOJIOAble HayalH
NOCMEUBAThCA Hal 3THM.

Térymixa Mar 3Hanacs ¢ Xo3seBaMH — HMEHHO TaK B Te
JaJ€Kue JHU MBI B CBOEM Kpalo Ha3bIBAJIM AOMOBBIX — XOTHA
He 04YeHb-TO MHOTO pacckasbiBaiia 06 3toM. OnHaxabl, Koraa
1 ObUla COBCEM MaJICcHbKOH, OHa MNpeloXiUvla MHC KYCOK
XENTOro MUpora, ckKasaB, YTO OH Hcred€H Xo3seBaMH, TaK
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Mos MaMa BBIXBaTWIAa MHPOT M3 MOel PpyKH U pacToNTala ero,
KOraa s IpMHecia noaapok goMoii. OHa cka3ana, 4To Bc€ 31O
IJTYTIOCTH, HO OHA KOEe-4YTO 3Hajla O TOM, KAKOBO MMETh €0
c Xo35eBaMH.

A 3T0 6bU1 BoAsAHOM. TETy1IKa roBopHia, YTO OHH MPHHO-
cST HecyacThd. 2KUBYT cebe B 00JI0TaX — HEKOTOpble M3 HUX
— ¥ cbuBawT moaeit ¢ Tonky. UMeHHO oHa HayyWia MeHS
3TOMY 3aroBOpy M paccKa3aja, Kak HCIONIb30BaTh Oy3HHY.
By3uHol M pAOHHOI Ny4lle Bcero oTOMBaTbCS OT MX INpoae-
nok. Jla, oHa Hay4Ywna MeHs 3TOMY, Koraa s Xoauwia 3a
MoJIoOKoM K ¢depme bBapcToy M NpHXOAWIOCh MATH MHMO
60J10Ta, €Cc/IM s XOTesNa COKpaTHTh NMyTh NoMoi. Sl O6buta yxe
JOCTATOYHO B3POCJIO, YTOOBI AEepXaTh SA3bLIYOK 3a 3ybGaMu,
TaK YTO MaMa HMKoOrAa o0 3ToM He y3Hana. [IpaBaa, 1 TaM HH
pa3y He BCTpPETWIA BOASHOIO, OQHAKO Bceraa Onuia HacTopo-
Xe, KaK y4wia MEHs TETylIKa.

— On BepHérca? — Jlmnaa B3sna Jlanra Ha pyxu M
npuxana K cebe.

— Her, ecnu caenarb BCE KaK Halo, — NOXO0Xe, MHCCHC
Kinann HHCKONMBKO He COMHEBAJIACh B TOM, YTO C ITOMOIILIO
CBOETO 3aTOBOpPAa OHA HaNEXHO NPOrHajia BOASHYIO TBapb. —
Ho cHayana HyXHO NOCMOTPETH, KaK 31€Ch INTyOOKO, — s
atoro Muccuc Kianm mcnosp3oBaja CBOKO BETOYKY OY3HHBI.
— [IpuMepHO 1O KOJIEHO. A Tenepb, — BIACTHO IPOAOJDKHIA
OHa, — HaM HYXHO CHATh OaumMaxy, M MHe NpPHAETCS
MOHSATD 100Ky, a BAM — 3aKaTaTh WTaHHl. JIyyine HaM caMuM
HaMOKHYTb, Y€M OJ€XIE, Aa M BHICOXHEM TOrAa cKopee.

— OueHb pa3syMHas NPeJOCTOPOXHOCTb, — X3/IETT yXe
CHUMaJl MOKAaCHHBI M 3aKaTbIBaJl OPIOYHHEL

— A 310, — MHccHc Knann nporsHyna pyKy ¢ BETOYKOH,
— 1 MOCTABIIO 371eCh, — OHA BOTKHY/A €€ B AHO M BHIIIPAMH-
Jlach. — DTa BETOYKA NOCTYyXHUT HaM NMPHUKPBITUEM.

OHM CTaNH NepexXoOMTb pyuel BOpoa, ogHako Huk ne
CITyCKaJ I/1a3 C BOAbI, BCMAaTPUBAsICh, HE NOABATCS JIM KaKHe-
HuOyab NMpHM3HAKHM BO3BpallleHHMs BoAsHoro. OH mocjieIHUM
BLIOpasica M3 pydybd, ¥ Muccuc Kiann KpukHyna emy:

— i, roay64ymk, 3axsaTH ¢ coboii Ty BeTouky. He 3Halo,
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KOCHETCS JIN ellé Mos pyKa Ipyroi BeTouyku Oy3uHbl. [Toxo-
Xe, 4TO OHa He GOJILHO-TO IycTO 30eCh pacTeT.

Huxk BriIepHYN NPYTHK H, HA BCSIKUIT CTydall He BBHITaCKH-
Bas €ro M3 BOABI, Nepeaas ero Biaagenauue. Muccuc Kiann
B3MaxHyJla UM, CTPSIXMBasl KaleJbKH BOAbI, H JIE€JIOBUTO CIIps-
Tajia B CBOif Me1IIOK, CJIOBHO TO, YTO OHa Jej1ajia, ObLIO TaK Xe
OOLIYHO /19 He€, KaK efa WIH COH.

Teneps oHH KapabKanuch BBepX, HO Toj Gojiee KpPYTHIM
VIJIOM, YeM KOTj[a CITyCKaJlUCh. TpynHee Bcero NMpHUXOOWIOCH
Muccuc Knann. BpeMeHaMH oHH Bce BTPOEM MOATATIKMBATH
eé win Tauan. CTapasd XeHIMHA TSOKeNo AbIlajna, HO HU
pasy He noxaJyioBajachk. A HHOIIA JaXe Jeajla Kakoe-HHOyIb
Becénioe 3aMedYaHue 0 NMOBOAY HX MOMOLUH WIH COOCTBEHHOM
HEYKITIOXECTH.

— Teneps npamMo Bnepén. PoHapuk g aydilie BLIKIIOUY, —
Xam1eTT HaXal Ha KHOMKY, H TyT Xe HX OXBaTWIa KpoMell-
Has ThMa. HuK Hayan GbUIO NPOTECTOBaTh, OJHAKO BHKapHi
MPOAOIIKII:

— Ilomoxnure, mMoka rja3a He MNPUBBLIKHYT K TaKoMy
cBety. TaM HO4Yb, M 30€Ch AOIXEH OBITH CBET... JIYHHI...

— JlagaliTe Teneps s noiay Brnepenu, — Huky He 60JibHO-
TO XOTEJIOCh 3TOI0, HO OH, KOHEYHO Xe, He coOupaics
NMPATATbCA 33 CIIMHAaMM ABYX XEHIIMH M cTapHka. Yrto-To
NPUKOCHYJIOCh K HEMY, U OH enBa He 3akpuyan. Ho morom
MOHI, 4TO 3TO JIXXepeMH.

HukK D0BOJMBHO CHIBHO yAapWICA O TBEPAYIO NOBEPXHOCTh
M TOHSJI, YTO 3eCh TYHHEb cBopayuBaeT. HaurymbsiBas nyTob
OfHOW PYKOH M JepXa HOX B ApYroif, OH NMOBEPHYJICSH U B
caMoM JieJie YBUIE Nepel coGoif cBEeT/Ioe MATHLILIKO.

— Iogoxaure, — 1UENMHYN OH, — MNOKA A He NPOBEPIO.

— Xopoio, — comacwicsl BUKapHi.

Hux npoasurancs odeHb MeMJIEHHO: B TYHHeEJE JIETKO
6bUIO CIIOTKHYTBCS M HallyMeTb. MOXeT C/y4uThCs, T€ TBa-
PH, YTO OCaXAAIOT APYrod BXOH, BHICTABWIH M 31e€Ch Kapayn
M Terepb OOXMAAIOTCSA HX.

To xopoTkoe paccrossHue nocTtasioch HuKy ueHoit orpoM-
HbIX ycnmii. Ho HakoHell OH NMOYyBCTBOBAJT XOJIOAHBIH HOYHOH
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BETEPOK M YBHOE/] YHMCTHI JyHHbIH cBeT. OH mnpucen u
NpUCIYLIICS, OTYAAHHO XaJes, YTO He 3HaeT, KakKue H3
3THX 3BYKOB €CTECTBEHHbIE, a KaKHe CYIAT UM Oenbl.

A notroM Hux 3amerun [Ixepemu. KoT Haxomwicsi Ha
OTKPBHITOM TIPOCTPAHCTBE, M €0 Cephlif Mex 6bLI eABa 3aMe-
TeH. 1 B 3TO0T MOMeHT HHK noaydyun oT Hero 4é€TKoe
MBbICJIEHHOE coobuieHHe: HHKAKOH ONAacHOCTH NOOIM30CTH
HET... 30eCh HeT CWI TbMBl... B JaHHOE BpeMs.

Huk npobpasnics Ha3ag 4o MOBOPOTa M LIENOTOM COOGIII
3Ty 00o0py10 BecTh. Tpoe XOAaBLIMX MOC/IENOBaJIM 3a HUM. A
Yyepe3 HECKOJBKO CEKYHA OHH NMPOCKOJb3HY/IH Yepes3 Liesb B
TEeMHOTY HO4YH, OCBELIAcMON cepeOpHCTOil JIyHOH M 3BE3-
NlaMH.

— Kyna MBI Tenepp HampaBUMcsi? — 3aXOTeIOCh y3HAaTb
JInnne. OHa Hecna Jlawra, 1 Huk noayman, yro AeBylukKa
OOHUTCsI, YTO MEKHMHEC MOXET yOexXaThb M YIOAMTh B KaKylo-
HHUOyOb JIOBYLIKY.

— Bnepén, noxanyit, — Xa3a1eTT aepxan B pyKe KoMIac
Huka. — HaM HyXHO HeKoTopoe BpeMs ABMraTbCcs Ha BOC-
TOK, a TIOTOM Mbl CBEpPHEM Ha Jor. TakuM oOpa3soM Mbl
06oiin€M Tex TBapeH Yy meliephl.

— Ecau tonvko onu .ewi€ taM, — 3aMet1 Huxk.

3axBaTHUB YETBIPEX TUIEHHHUKOB, OCTAINCH JIM OHM HOXH-
Jatecst M ocTtanbHbIX? HMKy Kaszanock, YTo OHH cKopee
JOJDKHBI OCTaBUTh Yy INellephbl JIMIIb HEOONMbLIOH OTpsm, a
caMU NOHOYT ¢ IUVICHHHKaMH cBoeii moporoii. Ecnu te ewé
IUICHHHKH, a He...

OH oTOpocuI NpoYb MBIC/Ib, HABESTHHYIO €10 BOOOpaXXeHH-
eM. Eui€ paHO — mMoKa y HMX HET J0Ka3aTeJbCTB OOpaTHOro
— CYMTaTh MX MEPTBBIMH. BO3MOXHO, OHH NOTEPAIOT BpeMs,
NMPHHSAB NpeAJIoOXEHHEe BUKApUsi, HO OHO 6bU10 pa3yMHBIM. 1
yeM JoJibllle OHH OynyT u36eraTb TOH HEYHCTH, KOTOPYIO
BHUIEJ OH, TEM JIy4lle.

Pura... BepHyJach JIM OHa MO 3alUMTY cTeH ropoaa? OHa
SICHO Jajla TMOHATb, YTO Oosblle He MNpPUAST K HUM Ha
nomours. Ho 310 BrioniHe cnpaBeqinBo. OHM OTKA3aJuCh OT
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TOro, YTO OHa npeanarana uM. M dyero ouun nobunmcey B3aMcH
— MNOTEepS/IM NOJIOBUHY CBOEro OTpsiaa.

— Huxkonac

OH noBepHyJicA K eaBa BUOAMMO durype Xaanerra, noa
nepxuBaBuiero Muccuc Kinanm, npusHaBuIylOCs YTO TJIOXO
BHIHUT B TEMHOTE

— YTt0 Takoe?

— Mb1 Gosblie He OOHU

DToro neacHswero ayuwy coo6iueHua Huk Gosncsa ¢ Toi
€aMOi MMHYTbI KOrla OHHM BbIGpaNMch Ha MNMOBEPXHOCTb
3eMJIU.

I'naea cemnadyamasn

Huk taxxe noyysBcTBOBajsl 3TO — YbE-TO NMPHUCYTCTBHE -
ONIHOTO WIH MHOTIMX HO 3TO He ObL10 3/10M, MCXOASLIHUM
TOWHOTBOPHbIMHM 3MaHauusaMu Cun TeMbl M oH ycabnuan
rpoMkKoe MsiykaHbe [lkcpeMH.

A TNOTOM CHOBAa yBHIeN KoTa. PamoM ¢ Hum 6bL1 u JlaHr,
c6exaBlwHii, HaBepHoe, OT JInHabl. OHU cToAnM BMecTe, a
nepca HUMHM — ¢aHTAaCTHYECKHH JICCHOH 3Bepb, ropasio
6onbuIMiH MO pasMepaM, YcM OHM, ONHAKO HAKJIOHHWBIUMNH
roJIoBy M TKHYBLIMICS HOCOM CNiepBa B MOpAY KOTa a NMOTOM
B FICKMHeca.

3To 6bL1 3Bepb — MM NOXOXHUH Ha Hero, - KOTOPOro
Huk Buaen BMecte ¢ 3en¢HbiM YenoBekoM, 3TO co3naHue
XaaneTT HasBan «3HGwibaoM». OT HEro HMCXOAMJIO TO Xe
30JIOTHCTOE CHSIHME 4To oKpyxano [eponvaa m Hapon ¢
XonmMoB M B 3TOM cBeTe YETKO pasiMyasach €ro JIMChs
roJioBa, cepoe Tejio, Kak y 60p3oi, nepeaHHe namnsl ¢ Opau-
HBIMM KOITSIMHM, KOLUAYbH 3aJHHE M BOJYHMH XBOCT

Kakum 06pa3oM ¢ XHBOTHBIMH NPOHUCXOAAT NonoGHbIe
HM3MCHEHMS, OHH He MOINIH, KOHeYHO Xe, 3HaTb. OnHako,
3HGWIbA NOIAHS TOJIOBY U U301 KPUK, KOTOPbIH HE ObUT HH
nacM, HU BOEM, a cKopee nopobeH neHuio. U cmy ns
TEMHOTbI OTBETWI MHOTOTOJIOChIH XOp, CIOBHO OTPsiA NIOAEH
B3SIJIM B KOJILLO CTPAHHblE U YyX/ble CYLICCTBA.
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OHOWILL noBepHYN ToJIOBY M mocMoTpen Ha HHUX. Ero
MaJleHbKHE IJIa3KM MNblain XEAThIM ruiamMeHeM Kakoii-To
MMT OH H3yyaJ MX. A 3aTeM CHOBAa M3[4aJl CBOM KIW4. YCJbl-
IaB OTBET, OH MCYe3, Mponajl — KakK BeTep 3alyBaeT IuiaMs
CBEYM.

— Yto0... — ApoXallUuM rojaocoM Hauana JIuHaa.

Ho Hwuk 3Han, v 3Han 6e3 BCSAKHX CJIOB.

— HaMm Hedyero 6osiTbCA ¢ UX CTOPOHBI, — 3aKIIOYMUJI OH.

— HenpukocHoBeHHOCTD B jiecax, — Hob6aBun X3/1eTT. —
HaBepHoe, Ha Hac He pacrnpocTpaHsieTCsi OeiCTBHE 3TOro
npeBHero 3akoHa. Ho Bc€ xe...

— Sl He noHMMAalO, YTO Bbl TNOBOpHTe! — B30OpBalach
JIunga. — Yrto 3to 6bNO... yro 3T10 3a TBaph? M, Huk,
KaxeTcsl, Hac oKpyXwiH. Uro eciu...

— HaMm Heuero GoaTbcss HamaaeHWs, — MOBTOPWI OH, —
C UX CTOPOHBI.

MoxHo M HanesaThes, YTO Y HUX NnosgBwiack oxpaHa? Unun
Xe 3Ta HeBUOMMas cTas 3Bepeil OydeT NpPOCTO COXPaHSTb
HelTpanurter? OH 3HaJ, YTO OHU NMO-TPEXHEMY 3AECh, XOTA U
He BuICa HHKoro. K ToMy Xe Tenepb, Koraa Hcue3 CHSIOLUMH
3HGWIbA, OH Gonblie He BUAea HU [Ixepemu, HU JlaHra.

— Hawm nyywe uatu gansuie, — go6asun Huk, npoMonyan
O TOM, KaK €My XOTeJIoCh 3HaTh, MOHAET JIM 3Ta CTasd 32 HUMH.

— Jla! — ¢ roToBHOCTbIO NMoaxBartuna JIunga. BHe Bcakoro
COMHEHMA €iil 0YeHb XOTENO0Ch, YTOOBI 3TH HEBHAMMbIE 3BEPH
OCTJIMCh Aaneko no3aau. — JlaHr, — THMXO Mo3Bajia OHAa. —
Jlaur, ciona!

INexnHec oxoTHO noabexan K Heil, ¥ OHa B3sUla €ro Ha
PYKM M JepXaja TaK, CJIOBHO 6osulach, YTO MECHK B OGO
MOMEHT MOXET BBICKO/Ib3HYTb M3 pyK. A notoM Huk noyys-
CTBOBaJ, KaK MOXHaToe Tejble TPETCA OO €ro Horu, H,
HaKJIOHMBLUHCb, OH noaHsn [IxkepeMu. KoT, BBIFHYBLUHCB,
ynérca y Hero Ha IuUleyax, CJOBHO MexoBas Hakuaka. [lon
TakMM BecoM HHK MOYyBCTBOBaJ cebS HEe OYEHB-TO YIOTHO,
OQHAKO TIOHMAJ, YTO AO/DKEH padoBaTbesl, YTO [XkepeMH BbI-
6pan ero.
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Caepsiicb ¢ KOMNacoM, OHHU MOULIM Ha BOCTOK, obxoas
OTKpbIThble NpocTpaHcTBa. Ho Bckope ABMXeHME HX 3aMelH-
nocb. Huk 3Han, maxe He risas Hasad, 4To Muccuc Knann
OTCTa€T, 1a ¥ BUKapHH, KaK OH Noao3peBas, YyBCTBOBa cebs
He HaMHoro ay4yiue. UM HyxXHO ObUTO NepenoXHYTb.

IMoatomy, korna HuK npennoxun caenaTbh NMpUBIL, eMy
HMKTO He BO3pasWwl M, HUCMOJb3ys 3apOCIH KyCTapHHUKa B
KayecTBe NMPUKPLITUS, OHH OMYyCTWIHCh Ha 3emmo. HeBo3s-
MOXHO OBbUIO CKa3aTb, CKOJBKO OHH yXe npouinm, 1 Huk
Pa3MbILLISUI, HE MOopa /I CBOPAaYMBaTh Ha 10T U NMOCTapaThCs
BbINTH Ha cjell MPoNaBlIUX TOBapHlUEH.

YTpoM MOXHO 6yldeT noayylle pacCMOTPETD cienbl, U Huk
cka3zan o6 3toM. K ero yauBneHHio, BUKapMi cornacuics.
OHH pelunny, YyTo OynyT BTpoéM, Nno ovepeaH, AeXypHTh, He
6ecnokos Muccuc Knann, 4yToGbl cTapas XeHIUMHA Noay4yuia
NOJIHOLICHHBIN OTABIX.

Huk BbI3Banca nexyputbh nepsBbiM. Kazanocb, JyHHBIA
CBeT MOTYCKHEJ, U eMy NPpUXOAWIOCh Bosblile nosiaratbcsl Ha
cnyX, 4yeM Ha 3peHHe. OH BOTKHY/M HOX OCTPHEM B 3eMJIIO
MEXAY KOJIEHSIMHU, NOJIOXW1 OAHY PyKYy Ha €ro pyKosiTb M
NPHUHSUICA Pa3MbIUUISTD.

OH NOHMMaN, YTO y HUX COBCEM HEMHOTO LIAHCOB CMacTH
cBoux TtoBapuuiei. Ho 3To UM npeactout ewé caMuM cebe
0Ka3aTb. A NOTOM... YTo nortoM? CMOryT 14 OHH NpobpaTbcs
Ha3aa no 3Tod Bpaxae6HON 3emie Tyana, rae OHW OCTaBMIH
IKUI, 4TOOBI NMONBITaThCS CO3AaTb, KaK Npeanoxuna JInHaa,
IBEPb /151 BO3BpalleHUs B UX cobcTBeHHbI MUp? [Tonpobo-
BaTb-TO MOXHO, OJHAaKO LIAHCBHI Ha YycHeX MNpaKTHYeCcKH
HyneBble. UTto Xe Torna octaércsi? XKHUTb B NMOCTOSHHOM
CTpaxe, onacasick, 4YTo B J1000ii MOMEHT Ha HHX MOIYT
Hanactb aM6o Cunpl TeMbl, n1H60 JeTalOLIME OXOTHMKM.
Bo3MoxHO, MM gaxe cHoBa yaacTcd OoOGpaTbcs OO ToM
¢epmbl. Ho onsiTh Xe — 3amachbl MULLM... A XUTb B NOCTOSIH-
HOM OXHIaHHUHU Oeabl — 3TO BOBCE HE XM3Hb.

Tax XMIM aHIMIHYaHe B CBOEM pPONHOM MHpe — nod
BO3AYLUHBIMH HAJIETAMH U MOCTOSHHOMH YTPO30i BTOpPXKCHHS.
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Huxk 4yntan o6 3ToM, HO BCE 3TO OBLIO TaK AAJIEKO M AAaBHO.
OTOT cTpax HHUKOrAa HE IMNOHATb, NOKa Tebs caMoro He
3aCTaBsIT XUTb ¢ HUM. A OH U JIMHIA, XOTA B UX MHpE TOXKe
CYLUCCTBOBAJIO HAacWIME, HUKOIrJa HanpsMylO0 He CTajIKHBa-
JIMCb ¢ NMOAOOHBIM paHbLIE.

Tak yTOo No-npexHeMy JYYLIWHA BIXOA A1 HUX — TOpo/.
Ho ecnn Bukapuii 1 muccuc Knann cHoBa oTKaxyTcss — 4TO
Toraa?

Hux Hanpsrcs, BbIXBaTbiBasi KITMHOK. OH HHYCTO HE CJIbI-
LA ¥ HE BUAC/... OHAKO B TCMhOTE TENCpPb YTO-TO MOSBWIOCS.
OnHO M3 TeX YYXIbIX XUBOTHLIX? OHM LUIH 33 HUMH, B 3TOM
HuK HUCKONBKO He COMHeBascH.

Tencpb OH ycAbILIAT TUXOE NOCKYAHBaHUE. JIaHT nogoluén
K HeMy, octaBuB JIuHay. Ero mancHbkoe Teabue — Huk
MOJIOXWI PYKYy Ha HCTo — APOXaslo, CJIOBHO OT HCUCTOBOIO
XenaHus 6cxatb Briepéa, KoMy-To HaBcTpeuy HuK He ouly-
LA CTpaxa, TOJALKO BO30OyXAeHMCE.

Bo3nyx npope3an ToHKHIi Ty4HK cBeTa, oOpucoBaB ¢Urypy
yynoBcka. HUK BcTan K HeMy JHLOM, KTO 661 — MJIH YTO Obl
— 3To HH Obuo. CBeT cTan apuc, ¢purypa obpetana Marcpu-
anbHocThb. HUK oxuaan, yto 310 OyaeT ABWIOH, HO ncpea
HUM npeactana Puta!

— Tut! Ho Bens...

Huka oxBaTun rues.

— Tel xe BecbMa OpaMaTHYHO NOMNPOLUAJIACH C HAMM.
[MoyeMy Tenepb Thl BepHyaach?

Ha c€ 6enoM ¢apdpopoBoM nHLec HUYETro Hesb3si ObLIO
NMpoyecTsb.

— BaM BnosiHe JOCTATOYHO M TOrO, YTO 1 BOOOLIE SIBUNACH
ciona. Te, koro Bbl MlLCTE, 3aXBAUYCHBI JICTATCJAbHBIMM anmna-
patamMu, He Cunamu Tumbl. Ecaiu Bbl XOTHTE HaHTH MX,
HIIMTE HEOECHBIX OXOTHHKOB.

— T[loyeMy Tl MHec 3TO roopuub? — TpeGOBaTEILHO
cnpocun Hux. — [To TBOMM cOOGCTBEHHBIM CJIOBaM Thl OTe-
JIWIach OT Hac, U ABaJIOHY HET Aesla A0 Hac.

— Bcé npaBMibHO, — OAHAKO Ha c¢é JAMUO JCIIa TeHb
o3aboyeHHocTH. — Ho ecnn BBl cTaHeTe uckaTh cpean Cun
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ToMbl — TOrma Bbl COBCeM nponanu. A MHe Obl XoTesnoch,
YyT1OOBLI Bbl CNACJHUCH.

— A ocTtanbHble?

OHa nokavyaja rojlopoi.

— Pa3Be Bbl MoxeTe ux cnactu? U6o Te, KTO CXBaTUN MX,
©oJice MOrylieCTBEHHbI, YeM Bbl M@XeTe BooOpa3uTh. Opy-
XHC HUX HACTOJILKO NPEBOCXOAMT H3BECTHOE BaM, HACKOJILKO
Balle — JYK, Mc4 U Komnb€. Tex He BepHYTb, CMHPHUTECH C
3ITUM.

I'HeB, BCIIBILIKY KOTOPOTO OH U CaM HEe MOT OOBLACHUTL, He
npoxonu. Jlaxe ecau 6nl ceiiyac Pura ckazana, 4to Ha Hebe
CBETHT sipKoe CONHbIWKO, HUK ¢ sgpocTbio Bo3pasui Obl.
CHavaja OH OyMaJl, YTO CBeI€HHS, KOTOpble OHA COOBILIHNa,
— npocTo o6MaH, HO MOTOM MOHAJ, YTO 3TO NpaBia.

— Tot 3ByK — ToXe MX OpyXHe?

— Ja. OH npuHyXnaerT... 30BET K cebe...

— Torna noyeMy eMy He NOTYMHWIMCH BCE MbI?

— A xe rosopuna tebe — TbI MHOIi. Benunkaa Cuna
Kacanach Te6s. U kpoMe Toro, Bukapuit... 1 Moa... U AeBywu-
Ka... OHH BEpSAT B Aylle, XOTA U OTPHULAIOT 3TO. 1 BUKapug
M Muccuc Knannm Bepa — B MX KpOBHM, B HX NpolLIioM.. A
neBywka... Eif 3Ty aBepb oTKpbL1 nméc. Y KaXxaoro M3 Bac
6bL1a 3alLMTa OT 3TOro opyxHus, a Jlanry u IxxepeMu BooOlue
HUYETro He I'PO3UT — OHH MO-CBOEMY NMpHHALIEXKAT ABAJIOHY.

Tonbko Tenepp OH 3aMETWI B CUSIHMU CBeTa BOKPYT He€,
YTO y HOT 6es10if ACBYLIKU CHAAT KOT U NMEKHHeC, He CBOAS C
He€ a3, clIoBHO 3ayapoBaHHble. OHa HaKJIOHWIAch M KoC-
Hynacbh KOHYHKAMH NajbLieB OOOMX MOXHATBIX I'OJIOBOK.

— bBonpwinM pasyMoM oHM 00nanaloT, — 3ameTtia Pura.

— bonbuinM, yeM Mb1?

— Cnpawnbaii cebs, He MeHA.

E€ cusiHMe cTano racHyTb, TYMaH Crylulaicsi BOKpYT Tena.
Huk nBuHyNACA K Heit.

— lNonpoxawu!
Ho oHa He oTBeTuna. E€ yxe He GbL10, OHa Mcye3na.
— OrtanyHoe npeiacTaBieHue, — cKasana JIuHaa, Hesa-
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METHO NPUONIU3UBLUKCL K HeMy — Tbl BepHLLIb B TO, YTO OHa
cka3zana?

— [Nla.

— bena B TOM, YTO XOTA OHa M He HpPABUTCA MHe —
MPHU3HAIOCh, €C/IH XOYellb 3HATh NMpaBAy, MHE KaXcTcs, 4YTO A
€€ HEHaBUXY, — HO g el Toxe Beplo. Yto Tenepn, Huk”
MoxeM M MBI CNACTH OCTAIbHBIX aHTJIMYaH, €CJIM MUX CXBa-
TWIN OXOTHHUKM cC netalowux tapenok? He BHXYy HMKakoro
LIaHca.

— Kak u 51, — npu3Haics ioHowia. — OHH MOIYT AepXaTb
HX B IUIEHY TAC YTOAHO.

— DTO He HACTOJILKO 3TO 6e3HaNEXHO, KaK KaXeTcs, — U
Huk, u JIlunga B3aporHynu, Korma M3 TEMHOTHI pa3saancs
rosioc BUKapusa. — Jla, 9 yXe npocHyncs ¥ BMOEN W CJbIan,
YTo cKazasia Hawa roctb. M 4 Ttakke Beplo eit. Ho He
3a6bIBaiiTe — MBI MTONATM Ha 3TOT KOHTUHEHT, KaK IUIEHHHU-
KM niofeil C NeTalolMX TapesoK. 3lech Y HHUX 1UTA0, He
CJIMIIKOM JajleKO OT TOTO MECTa, rae Mbl NMOTepIeaH Kpyle-
HME, KOTOpOoe NMpHHec]0 HaM cBobony. be3 coMHeHms, Bcex
CBOUX IUVIECHHUKOB OHM OTMpPABISAIOT TyAa.

— Ho y Hac Xe HeT HMKaKMX LUaHCOB AoGpaThcs Tyda, —
Bo3pazun Huk. — Bnl Beab nonumaere, yro Pura npasa. Y
HHUX OpyXHe, HecpaBHUMoOe ¢ HawuM. U ToT 3ByK... H ayum,
KOTOpbIc OHM Hanpasasuid Ha Feponbaa. Y Hac HeT 3alUUThI
npoTHUB nNogobHoro opyxwus. [TpocTo cyMacuiecTBHE CYMTATD,
YTO MBI CMOXEM MNMOOGEeAUTb UX, — HO €WE MPOU3HOCH 3TH
cnoBa, Huk 3Han, yro Xaanerra He nepeybeAuTH, OH BCE TaK
Xe TMOJIOH PEelIUMOCTH CMNACTU CBOMX COOTEYECTBEHHHUKOB,
BO3MOXHO 3TO WIH HET.

— Kaxercqa, Mbl B KaKOH-TO Mepe 3alllMLIEHbl NMPOTHUB
3BYKOBOTO OPYXHsl, — BUKapHii CJIOBHO U HE CJIbILLIAN HUYETO
U3 toro, ytro Hux ropopun emy. — Yro tam Pura rosopuna
Tebe... Moa M 4, yepe3 Hauly KpoBb M TpOILILIOE... YTO OHA
HMena B Buay? — Huky noxaszanocs, 4To BMKapHil 3ama€r
3TOT BOMPOC CKOpee caMoMy cebe, 4yeM CBOMUM cobeceldHH-
KaM. — Mona u3 Cyccekca, U3 O4YeHb APEBHEINO CYCCEKCKOIO

327



pona. lo 3amyxecTBa oHa Hocuna ¢damuwini bypa. U ona
y>Xe€ pacckasbiBajia BaM O CBoeil nmpababke, KoTopas Moria
HCUEJSTDb MI0Aei U NpeaAcKa3biBaTb Oyayulee. A YTO KacaeTcs
MCHA — [CCATb MOKONEHUH MOMX NpedKoB IPOXWIO B
MuHToH [lapBe, ckBailipbl WIH CBSILUICHHOCHYXHTEIH, U MHE
MHOIOC H3BECTHO NPO CTapHHY... [Ipo cTapuHy, — NOBTOpUA
oH — [la, a1 ¢ gaBHMX nop ciablian o6 ABanoHe U Hapoze ¢
XonmoB. XKene3o U LEepKOBb FHAIM MX NMpPOYb, OAHAKO OHH
BCC XK€ 3aepXATMCh Ha Hallled 3eMJIe HeKOTOpoe BpeMs.
Bo3MOXHO, B AHIIMH OHM HaxXOAWJIUCh B M3THaHHH, a MO-
XET, OHU ObUIM KoJoHUcTaMH. HekoTopbie Ha3blBAIH HX
«X03s55eBaMHU»... TIOTOMY YTO OHM ACHCTBHUTEJLHO OBUIM IO-
CTOMHBIMHM XO35leBAaMH B CTapoM 3HaYeHHHU 3TOro CJIOBA,
crpaBelJIMBLIMH, BEXUIMBbIMM, HHOTAA NMOMOTAIOLUMMH JIIO-
ASM.

— Ho y Hux ObUIM M HeooCTaTKM, C3p, — 3aMeTuaa
pa3dyxeHHas Muccuc Knann. — OHHU He m06WwiM, Koraa 3a
HUMM CIEAWIH, U MOIIM NMPUYMHUTL yHMy xionotr. Ho ux
3HaIM, MO KpalHeH Mepe, CTapHMKHM. ITH Xe JieTalollHe
OXOTHUKHM — OHH COBCEM APYTHE, COBCEM HE MOXOXH Ha Hac.
Ecau onn cxpatwim ux — Jleau Ouany, bappu, Cama, Mucc
JIXXUH — Toraa KakuM obGpa3oM Mbl COOHpaeMcsl CMacTH UX,
cap?

YcapliaB nocieqHU, BOJHYIOLIHIA BCeX BONPOC, BUKApUH
CJIOBHO OYHYJICSA OT COGCTBEHHBIX pa3MbILUICHHHA.

— Tyr, Mo, HyXHO XOpOlUeHbKO NMoayMaTb, — X34/1eTT
ObL1 He U3 TeX, C KEM MOXHO IOBOPHUTb B pe3KOM ToHe, Huk
3Has 3To ¢ nepBod BcTpeud. Ho ceifyac oH HHU 32 YTO He
cornacutcs ¢ JobbIM, HaBepHSKa HHKylda He IoAHLIM Ia-
HoM. HuK ciavuikoMm omnacancsi MoryliecTBa JETaloOLIMX
annapatoB. HaBepHo, B Kakoi-TO Mepe HM3-3a TOro, YTo OH
6onblie 3HaM O HUX, YeM 00 3THUX YyJOBHLUAX; OH Ha CaMOM
naene 6osnca Ux gaxe 6onblue, BeAb BCA Ta HEYHCTb, KakK eMy
Ka3aJloCh, MOIJ1a ObITh NMPOCTO WUTIO3UCH, BHYLIAIOLLIEH cTpax,
HO HJUTIO3UCIl.

— Tuil npaB, Hukonac, — cornacuncs Bukapuii. — OnHa-
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KO, MNpPOIO./KHJ OH, — TENepb Mbl 3HAEM, IIC HAM HYXHO
HCKATb — Ha ceBepe, a He Ha lore.

HHK yXe noHsAN 4TO CNOpUTb C aHIIMYAHAMH, MbITASACh
30CTaBHTb MX OPOCHUTbH MOMCKM, YTO OH COOMpaIcsA cAENaTh,
6ccnosic3Ho. A OCTaBUTh HX — 3TOro oH He Mor. OH KOHEYHOo
¢l NONbITAETCS NPUAYMATh KaKHe-HUOYdb BECKHE apTyMeH-
Tbl, OJNHAKO B HacTosilliece BpeMs HHYEro B TOJIOBY HeE
NPpHXOAUTO.

[Toka xe loHOllA, 3aaBass OAWH BOMPOC 3a APYTHM, BbISC-
HUN BC€, YTO BHKapWil BHOEN, HAxXo4siChb B 3aTOYCHHUH Ha
6opTy neTalollei TapeJku. DTH JI€TAlOLIME anmnapaTthl aeii-
CTBHTE/JILHO MOTIJIM NMapaji30BbIBaTh CBOIO NOOLIYY; Haxoasch
B TaKOM OCCMOMOLUHOM COCTOSIHUM, TUICHHUKHM OOCTaB/s-
JMch Ha OOpT JieTalolleil TapejaKu M JIMLIb Yepe3 HeKOTopoe
BpCcMs, OYHYBLIHCH, OOHAPYXXMBUIH ceOs 3anepThIMH B OTce-
KaX, CNY>XMBLUIMX TIODEMHBLIMHM KaMepaMH.

CBOMM crnaceHHEeM aHINIMYaHe ObLIM 06sA3aHbl CYACTIIUBOMA
caydyaitHocTu. Cuioras yCTaHOBKA BbilUIa U3 CTpoOs, U JieTa-
loulas Tapeaka pyxHyJa Ha 3emiio. [IBepb MX KaMepbl MNpH
yaape TpecHyja, W, BblOpaBLIMCb, aHIJIM4aHE OOHApYXWIH
IBYX MEPTBbIX WICHOB 3KHMMaxa.

— Hx wneMmbl TpecHynu, — noscHun Xsanerr. — Ovue-
BHAHO, OHM MOTIYT AbILIATb BO3AYXOM 3TOH IUIAHCTbI TOJIbKO
C NOMOMIBIO MACKH, KOTOpasi BMOHTHpoBaHa B uuieM. U 3to
ONHO M3 HAUIMX NMPEeHMYLIECTB...

CoBceM KpoxoTHoe, pewnn Huk. Kak 3to um ymactcs
pa3buTh B CPAXXEHUM LLIEMbl, KOraa Bpal MOXET BHCETb B
BO3yX€ Ha 3HAYUTEJbHOI BbICOTC M CIMIOKOHWHO MOpPAaXaTb HX
ayyamu? Yem 6Gonblue oH AyMan o6 3ToM, TeM 6onblue
ybexaancsi, 4To BCA 3Ta 3aTesi — IMPOCTO caMOoyOMIiCTBO.

— OHH Bce 6bUTH MepTBbI? — cnipocun Huk.

— Ia. bappu 1 Cam Bo3BpallanHch Ha Kopababs — bappu
Hadessncsl HaydHTbes ympaeiasath UM. Ho eMy yananocs auiub
y3HaTb, YTO Kopabab wwEN Ha 6a3y ¢ MOMOLIBIO KaKOro-To
npubopa caMoHaBeacHHs M3-3a yero xe pasbuicsa Kkopabnb,
OH Tak H Hc BbigicHIA. Ho Bce YncHbBI 3K1inaxa 6bU1H MEPTBLI.
OHH GLITH COBCEM MIEHBKOTO POCTA — MPOCTO KapAHKH —
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M KoXa y HuX ObL1a rony6oii. Ho bappu 1 CaMm nouru Huyero
He YCIIeJIH pacCMOTPETh — OHU OOHApYKWIH KAKOK-TO NMpH-
60p, KOTOpBIH 4TO-TO NepefaBall — CHUrHaIbl GEACTBHA, KaK
pewnn bappu. Mpl nocneliwiM yWTH NOAaldblieé OT TOro
MecTa, H 3To 6bUI0 pa3yMHO, NOTOMY YTO BCKOpE TaM NOSBH-
JIach €1i€ O HA JieTalollas Tape/iKa — HaBepHOe, OTIpaB/IeHHas
K MeCTy KaTacTpodhsl.

— Kakoii-To npubop caMoHaBeneHusi, — nosTopuwi Huk.
3HaYMT, €C/IH yaacTcs NPOHHKHYTh Ha KOopabib, TO OH AOCTa-
BHT HX B LITab... BOBMOXHO.

— 370 YTO-HHOYAb roBOpHUT Tebe? — cnpocwi BUKApHH, a
NOTOM BO30yXa€HHO nobaBwi: — Ho, KoHeyHO, 3TO ObUI ObI
JIyYIIH# criocob, He3aMeTHO NMPOHHKHYTh BO BPaXXeCKYlo LiH-
TaleNb. '

— Jlyuimii cmoco6, — 3amMetun Huk, — nomnacts npsiMo
B TIOPBMY H TOJYYUTb BCE, YTO OHU TaM TOTOBSAT AJI CBOMX
IUIEHHHUKOB.

— MoxeTr ObITB, TaK, a2 MOXET, U HET. DTy MbICJb,
Huxonac, crour ob6aymars. [la, mpexpacHas MBICIb, Hal
KOTOPO# CTOUT nopa3MsiuuisaTs. [logymaii-ka, MO MaJbyHK,
BOT Hag 4YeM. Eciu To 3BykoBoe oOpyxXHe HeE TIOMHOCTBIO
MoJeHCTBOBAJIO Ha Hac, Torga, MOXET, HaM NMPOCTO CJeAyeT
IO3BOJIUTh MM B3SThb Hac B IUIEH, a TNOTOM, KaK NOBODMTCS,
MOMEHSATLCS PONAMHU?

®anTtacTka! Heyxenn oH B caMoM Jejie mpeasaraer 37o?
Bort yx neiicTBUTeNIbHO cyMacOpoaHeinaa uaes! Ilpennoxe-
HUe Huka NpoHUKHYTH B ropoJ — HHMYTO MO CPaBHEHHIO C
3THUM.

— M1 Mornu 6bl 3TO caenaThb?

Hux 4yTh He HakuHYynca Ha JIuHny. lMoyeMy-To noaco3Ha-
TEJIbHO OH OXMIOal, YTO OHa Bceraa OymeT NMoOAdepXHBaTh
BMKAapHsg B MX CIlOpax, HO cefiYac-To — BBl TOJILKO MNOCIYy-
waire e€! .

— A He MOXEM Mbl HCMOJB30BATH HJUTIO3MH B KayecTBe
NpHMaHKH? — MpPONOKWIAa OHa.

Hocana Huka ynernmace. Xotsi €€ NMIIO MW CMYTHO
BLIPHCOBBIBAJIOCH B CJ1aGOM HOYHOM cBeTe, OH He CBOAMI C
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Hero mia3. Ucnonb3oBaTh WUIIO3MM B KadecTBe NMPHUMAHKH?
Te ecTb ycTpouThk 3acany Ha 3TMX oXoTHHKOB? Her, Takoe He
NMPOHAET — Yy HUX HET HHMKAKOIo OpyXHs, KpOME HOXEH...

— Ja, Mos1 moporasi, 3T0 OVIHYHasAd MbIcb. MHe B caMOM
Zienie KaXeTcs, YTO M3 3TOro MOXET BhIHTH YTO-TO TOJKOBOE..,

— A Kak MBI Ha HUX HanajiéM, KOria OHH CHyCTATCSH CO
cBoeii ceTbio? — rpomMko Bo3pasun Huk. Yro-To npuxanoch
K €r0 HOTe, a MIOTOM pe3KO BIWIOCH B Heé, Aa Tak, yTo Huk
BCKpHKHYA. 310 [IXepeMH BOH3WI KOorTH B Hory Huka,
Tpebys K cebe BHHMaHHA.

— JxepeMu... — HuK omycTwicsi Ha OAHO KOJIEHO H
norjaanua Kora. — Yro takoe?

CMyTHbIE — CJIOBHO BHIMMBblE€ CKBO3b IyCTOM TyMaH —
KayalolHrecs CWIy3Thl, KoTopble HHK nEiTasics paccMOTpeTh.
Jlaxe Koraa oH NOJIHOCTBIO COCPEAOTOYWICH, KAPTHHA OCTa-
BaJIaChb CTPAaHHOM, CJIOBHO OH CMOTpe/l Ha He&€ KaKUMM-TO
YyXHUMH I71a3aMHM, C JPYTHMM ONTHYECKHMH CBOHCTBaMH.
JlaHr... HECOMHEHHO, 3TO MNpBIralolIee CYUIeCTBO — Ype3Bbl-
Yya#HO BO30yXn€HHbIN JlaHr, psaoM — 3HGWIBIA, a Jasblie
— apyrHe ¢aHTacTHYEeCKHe cyllecTBa. 3BepH ABayloHa. Ixe-
peMH obeuiaeT UX NMoMoluus?

«J/la'» — npuiUEN MBICTIEHHBIH OTBET Ha €ro HeBLICKAa3aH-
HBbIH BoIIpoC.

Hapno 6ymer nponyMarth Bc€ 1o Mesiodyed, H MHoroe Oyner
3aBMCETh OT yna4dM... CMOIyT JIH OHH 3aBjeyb JIETAIOLIYIO
TapeJiKy, KaK COIJIaCOBaHHO MpoOHAYT nocjienyiolme AeicT-
BuaA? Ho MoxeT 6bITH, BCEIO JIMIIL MOXET OBITh, UM YAACTCH
310 caenarb. M 310 nyviie, yeM cieno ne3Th Ha pOXOH — YTO
ToYHO cobGHpaJsicd AenaTh BUKapuii, ecau 661 Huk He npenno-
XWI 3TOT aJIbTEPHAaTHBHbLIN IUIaH.

— Cap, — nayan HuK, crapasich roBopuTh KaK MOXHO
ybeautenbHee. — Kak mo-pauleMy, TaKOH IUIaH MOXET HaM
nogoiTt? — U HHK 3aroBopwi, Ha Xony NpHAYyMbIBasi HOBbIE
JETaNH, YTO-TO yay4yiuas (Kak OH HamesJicsi, O€HCTBMTENbHO
4TO-TO yNydilas).

BoT Tak M BBIIINO, UTO YEPE3 HECKOLKO '1aCOB, KOTAA YXe
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BOBCIO TNAaJIWJIO COJIHLIE, OHM OKA3aJIUChb B KYCTax Ha Kpalo
Jleca, Kyaa MX NpOBeIH 3BCpH ABajJloHa IMOCJIC TOTO, KaK OHH
pa3paboTany IUIaH U OTAOXHYJH.

TaM OHM — MYX4YHHBI, XEHLIHUHBI, NIEC H KOT — 00beaAU-
HWIH BCIO CBOIO MELICJICHHYIO 3HEprHio. Bo3MoxHo, oHHM
CHOBa HENPaBWILHO BOCIOJBL3YIOTCS €10, KaK INpeaynpexnana
Pura, HO HHYero Apyroro y HuMX He ObuUto. OHH JleXxajiu B
YKPBITHH, a BIIEpedH Ha MOJIAHE MeIJIEeHHO Openu aBe GUry-
prl. M3-3a TOTO, YTO CHJIa, KOTOPYIO OHH MOIIM MCITOJIL30BaTh,
6bU1a He OYeHb BeJHKa, Muccuc Kiann npenjioxuna co3gaTh
TOJIbKO JABe GUIYpBLI-WUIIO3HUM, a HE BCIO HMX Ipynmy, —
JBOMHHMKOB BUKapHus M €€ caMoii. OHa ¥ X3/IeTT co3aalIH HX,
a Huk, JIuHOa ¥ XMBOTHbIE TNMOCTOSSHHO IOAITMTBIBAIH HMX
3Hepruei.

TaM Xe, pSIOM C HECNENIHO NepeABUralolUMHCS NpHU3pa-
KaMH, MEpHBIM luaroM uectBoBasin dxepemu u Jlaur,
OCTaJIbHBIE CKPBIBAJIHMCh B BbICOKOI TpaBe. Huk mnpenrnon-
0XWJ1 ObUIO, YTO MX MOTYT 3aMETHTb CBEpPXYy, H NNOYYBCTBOBAJ,
YTO 3Ta MBIC/Ib No3abaBmwna [IxepemMu. HaBepHoe, XHBOTHbIE
ABaJIOHa MMEIOT KaKylOo-TO BPOXIEHHYIO 3aLIUTy OT OOHapy-
XEHHs C BO3ayXa.

W BoT Tenepsh... Tenepb HYXHO XIaTh, YTOOBI TOJIBKO
Jletalollass TapejKa KIIOHYl1a Ha HaXWBKY. CKOJBKO 3TO
norpebyer BpeMeHH? MoXeT ObITb, MM He pa3 NMPUIAETCS 3TO
NnpoAebIBaTh, NOTOMY YTO MM He YAACTCs AOJINO yAepXUBaTh
wuo3nio. CKOJIBKO X€ BpeMEHH...

CoBceMm HeMHoro! Kak Bcerma, B MrHOBEeHHE OKa B Hebe
BO3HMKJIA JIeTalouas Tapeyaka. OHa pHHYy/Iach BHH3 M 3aBHcCJIa
npsaMo Haa OpenymiuMu c¢urypamu. Hy xe! Huxk Maxuyn
pyxoii. JIBoiiHMKH MHccuc Kianm ¥ BUKApHs TPy3HO MOBATH-
JIUCh Ha 3€MJIM M PacTAHYJIUCb BO Bech pocT. M3 Gpioxa
TapeJIKM BBICKOJIb3HYJIA CEThb M Hayalla OITyCKATbCH.

Hux yBunen, xak 3aKkoJjsixajlach TpaBa — K CETH noabupa-
JIUCh XMBOTHBIE. YyXaKky Xe 3aMETAT 3TO IOAO3PHUTE/ILHOE
nBixeHHe! OIHAKO Jaxe eCIH 3TO OLUIO M TaK, TO YyXaKH He
obpaTwIM Ha BOJIHEHME TpaBbl ocoboro BHUMaHus. I[lopa u
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uM BeIcTynaTh. 1ot Katun ¢ Huka rpagoM, U oTHIOAb HE U3-
3a xapsl. Bc€ 3aBHUCHIO Tenepsb OT TOro, delicmaumensHo A y
HHX Oblna 3alllMTa MPOTUB OPYXHA MHOIUIAHETSH.

OH 6pocuics GexaTb 3Ur3araMH, XoTd 3TO Bps JIM cracio
6b1 ero ot HanageHusa. OOHH U3 OJEeTHIX B cKacbaHAP OXOTHHU-
KOB yX€ CKOJIb3WI MO BEpPEBKE BHU3 K HEMOABHXHO JieXalUUM
TeslaM, a BTOPO#f BLIOMpAJICA M3 JII0Ka, TOTOBLIN IMOC/IE10BaTh
3a HUM.

A nmoroM HukK ouryrun ynap — cioBHo KynakoM. Kak u
6bUTO 3aAyMaHO, OH PYXHYJI Ha 3€MJIIO, CJIOBHO CpPaXEHHbBIH
HamoBaJ, — M 3TO JAJIOCh €My O4YeHb Jierko. OXOTHHKH
COYTYT €ro CBOMM TUIEHHHKOM — BO3MOXHO, TaK OHO H €CTb.
OnHako OH cofpan BCIO CBOIO CWIY BOJIH, KOTOPYIO lLieJyl0
HOYBb HakarutMBaa B Jiecy. OH cdesraem 3TO, ero Teno 6ymer
NMOAYMHATLCA eMy... OH cmowmcem nBurathcs... 1 oH cderan
3To!

Bbricokasa TpaBa Hax HMM IIOYTH CKpBIBaJla NMPOUCXOIMB-
wee BoKpyr. Xsmierr, Muccuc Knann u JIuHaa OO/XHBI
CKOJILKO CMOTYT yIEPXHMBaTb NPU3PaKH HEMOABUXHO JieXKaB-
wux ¢uryp. Ecrv Mx riaH 3aBepliMTCd YCNELIHO, HUTIO3HH
IOJDKHBI MpoAepXaThCsl, NOKa OH He no6epércs no ceTd. Tyr
OH YyBHIEJ, YTO OAHUH M3 MHOIUIAHETSH IOTOBHUTCS OITyTaTh
ceTblo ABoiHMKa Xamnerra. 3a ¢purypoii B ckadanape 3aiue-
BEeJIMNIach TpaBa, BBEPX Ha IUIEYH OXOTHHUKA TMPBITHYJIO
MaJIeHbKOE cepoe CYLIeCcTBO M Buenmwioch B uvieM. K Hemy
NMPHCOeIUHWIOCH €ll€ OJHO CBepKalolllee CYLIECTBO — KO-
HEe4YHO Xe, 3To 3HOuaba. BTopoil MHOUNaHETAHUH,
HarnoJIOBUHY CITYCTHBIUMICSI, Ha4aJl TOPOIUTMBO KapabkaTbcs
BBEpPX.

M3 3acagb! BEICKOYHJIO €LIE€ ONHO CYLIEeCTBO M C NPOBOPCT-
BOM, TNIPHCYIIIHM €ro o0e3bsIHbEMY TeJy, XOTsS IoJioBa Y HEro
M 6bUIa COBHHOIi, MoJie3/io BBEPX, pacKauyuBas KaHaT. OHo ¢
JIETKOCTHIO JOTHAIO YyXakKa M BUEMWIOChH B HEro, Tak 4ro
OXOTHHK HE BbLIEPXaJl W, OTITYCTUB KaHAT, PYXHYJ BHH3.

Huk yxe Haxomwicss B TeHU Tapenku. Yem posblie OH
6cponcs ¢ CWiIoi, ONMYThHIBaBIUEH €0 PyKHU U HOTH, TEM Jierye
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cTaHOBWIOCh ABHratbcsd. HakoHeu oH moOpajicsi 4o ceTH.
CKonbKO elll€é OXOTHHKOB HAaXOAUTCS BHYTPH JieTaTeJbHOIO
anmnapata? O6e3bAHOCOBA CIIPBITHY/Ia Ha 3€MJIIO C OXOTHHKA,
KOTOPHIH OCTaJICAd, CKOPYHBLIMCh, HENOABIDKHO JlexaTb. Ha
CETH TeNneph TONTAIHCh HECKONBLKO XHUBOTHBIX, CBOMM BECOM
ynepxupas e€ Ha 3emie. [Ipn ynade MM yaactcs yaepXaTb
TapeKy.

Beepx! HUK cxBaTWicd 3a KaHaT, OIHAaKO 00e3bIHOCOBA
onepeawia ero, Nnphirad, CJOBHO Mo JecTHHue. IIpn 3ToM e€
OOMHMK U3MBHWICS, H OHa NPeBPaTHWIACh B OJHOTO H3 OXOTHH-
xoB. HHK ToXe cTan KapaGKaThcs BBepX. Tak JiM BCE YCIEUIHO
NMpPOXOAHMT H y €ro TroBapHilei B YKpbiTUH? Iloxox 5 OH
ceifyac Ha OJHOIoO M3 3THX KapinuKoB B ckadaHapax? Bcé
Bhille U Bbillie... HHK eaBa cMen HagesThCA, YTO OH 3a0epET-
¢ TaK BbICOKO. BOT OH IPOTHCKHBAETCA B JIOK, a4 06e3hIHOCOBA
yXe ucde3ana 3a aBepblo. 3a Hukom Bne3 Ixxepemu, Koro-
pBili ToXe cMor 3abpaThCcsl CIOAa; LEIVISAACh KOITSIMH 3a
KaHar.

Hux nocneuinn 3a 3BepeM H OKa3ajicsi B pyOKe ympanie-
Hus. [MonbixHyno mnams, oyepyuBass KOHTYP 06e3bSHOCOBBI,
CHOBa MpHHABLIEH CBOH HCTHHHbIH OOJHMK Mocje Toro, Kak
BpeMeHHash WUIIO3Hs pa3pylliiiach, OXHAKO IUlaMsd HE NpH-
YHHWIO 3TOMY CO3JaHHI0O HUKAKOro Bpeaa, Kak U [eponnay,
KOra Ha Hero o6pyLIMBAJIMCh YAapbl CMEPTOHOCHBIX JIy4eil.
Hux npeirHyn Bnepéa — 3aech ObUTH TONBKO ABa HHOIUIAHE-
TAHHHA, U 00e3bIHOCOBA yXe BbIOWIAa OpyXHe M3 PYK OLHOTO
H3 HHX, OpOCUB OXOTHHMKA OOpPaTHO B Kpecsio, U3 KOTOpOro
TOT Havyan 6bUIO MOAHHMMATHCA.

C pasroHa Huk Bpe3ajsicsa BO BTOpOro MHOIUIRHETAHHHA H
BrieyaTajl ero MaJIeHbKy10 GHUIypy B CTeHY pyOKH, nocjie 4ero
TOT OOMAK, NOTepAB CO3HaHHe OT yAapa. Hux cekyHmy
yACpXHBaJ €r0 B CBOMX PyKaxX, NIOKa He YOeAWICs, YTO C HUM
Bcé B NOpsiAKe, a MOTOM Ha KOCMOHaBTa B cKadaHApe,
pa3bAPEHHO pbIYa, HAKMHYJICA JIXepeMH U BLUENWICA B LIUIEM,
NMbITasACh MPOKYCUTH ero. I71a3a OXOTHMKA ObUIM 3aKPBITHI.

Ero ToBapHul Bcé el€ oKa3piBaa c/naboe CONpPOTHRIICHHE,
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XOTA U Ge3ycnelrHoe, 06e3rIHOCOBe, KOTOpasA TallWwia ero K
BBIXOAHOMY JIIOKY. HHK npeaycMoTpHuTesbHO obbicKan Ko-
pabnb. Ho xpoMe Tex 4eTBephIX, C KeM OHH yXe CIIPaBWINCH,
Ha xopabJjie HHKOro He 6nu1o. IOHouIy Jaxe HEMHOIO TPSCJIO
OT TaKOH yAa4YH, OH HUKAK HE MOT IOBEPUTL B TO, YTO UM 3TO
yaanoch.

Tenepps Huka myrana MbIC/Ib, YTO Tape/Ka MOXET BHe3all-
HO YJleTeTh BMeCTe ¢ HUM Ha 6opTy. MHomnaHeTssHHHe, 06a
JXHBHIe, KaK nojaraja Huk, 6uumH ciyuieHs! Ha 3emilo. M3 tex
Xe JIBOMX, YTO CITyCKAJIMChb BMECT€ C CeTbl0, OOMH IOrMo,
KOraa pa3tmwics ero uuieM, HO BTOpoi TOXe OCTaJICsl XHB H
6bU1 B3AT B IUIeH. HUK He MOr XJIaTHOKPOBHO YOHTH YyXKaKoB,
OHAaKO MOXHO OLLIO 6pOCHTBH MX 3A€Ch Ha NPOU3BOJ CYAbOBI
M Ha MWIOCTb XUBOTHHIX. 1 4yeM ckopee Ha GopTt B30HRYT
OCTJIbHBIE €rO TOBAapHIIM, TEM JIyYlle.

Xagnerr u JIunpa 3abpanuce no xaHaty caMi. Ho yto6snl
nogxaTe Muccuc Knann u JlaHra, npuiwioch 3a1eiiCTBOBATh
MEXaHHM3M, YTIpaBIAIOINi IBIDKCHHEM CETH, M KOrla Ta
TIOAHSIACh, IIOK caM Co6ol 3aXJIONHYJ/ICA H JieTalollasn Tape-
Ka 3aapoxaa.

Huk Opocuwica Gerom B pyOKy M BTHCHY/1 CBOE TeJO B
MaJIeHbKoe, He MO ero pasMepy kpecjo. HUKakoi Haaexabl
Ha To, YTO €My YAaCTCS BOCIOJIb30BAaThCSA STHMH PYKOSITKAMH
M KHONKaMH, He Obuio. HpaBHTCS MM TOro Win HET, HO OHM
JIETAT, JIETAT HEM3BECTHO Kyla, 3ameprhie Ha GopTy BpaxXec-
xoro Kopabisa. U teneppb, nmpenocTarlieHHbI caMoMy cebe,
Hux cHoBa Hayan GecrioxouThcsi. X nopasuTenbHoOe Be3e-
HHUE He MOXET NPOJOJDKAThCA GECKOHEYHO.

I'naea eocemnadyamasn

— D70 Hall NocleXHMH WaHc! — BOCKIMKHynAa JIuHna,
MLITasCh YCTPOMTHCA Ha Y3KOM Kpecie psianoM ¢ Hukom.

— Illanc Ha 4YTO? — EOMHCTBEHHBIH WIAHC, KOTOPBIH
Buaen Huk, — 310 He yroauTs B KatacTpody M AOJETETh IO
MecTa Ha3Ha4eHHA, Bo yro HHK M caM yxe NMOYTH He BEpHIL.

335



IOHowa aBaxapl TLIATENBHO OOWIApWI KOpaGnb M HALUEN
KO€-4YTO M3 TOTO, YTO MOIJIO OBITb OPYXMEM, OJHAKO OH He
PHMCKHYN 3KCIIEpUMEHTHPOBaTh C OOHAapyXeHHBIMM IUTYKO-
BMHAMH BHYTPH pyOKHM ympaBieHHS.

— BepHyThcs B Halll COGCTBEHHBIH MHp, — AeBYllIKa O6bU1a
HeTeprneanBa. — DTH JieTaloLUIHe TapeJdKH OO/DKHbI NMPOHM-
KaThb B Hali MHp. Beas TaM MHorue moau Buaeau ux. Ham
HYXHO TOJIBKO y3HaTh, KaK 3TO cejlaTh, M TOrAa — MbI JoMa!

— Ho Ha 310 notpebyerca BpeMs, — noauyepkHyn Huk. —
A y Hac ero Het. Korma aTa 3ems...

— Ml MOoXeM cCHOBa co3aaTh WUTIO3WH, — JIMHAA oTMax-
HyJIaCh OT HECYLUECTBEHHBIX, MO €€ MHEHHIO, OeTaleii; A
Heé CyllecTBOBAJIa TOJILKO ONHA, IVIaBHas Lieb.

— BepHee, MBI HageeMcd, yTo cMoxeM, — Huk mnoyys-
CTBOBaJl TOLIHOTY, €MY XOTEJIOCh JIMIIb OTHOIO — IOCKOpee
BBIOpaThCA M3 3TOTO MHOIUIAHETHOIO Kopabd.

— M1 cMoxeM. I MBI Takke cMoxeM BepHyThca! — EE
ONTHMM3M He YMEHbIIAICS HM Ha IpaMM.

— Thu1 3a0bIBaclib O BpeMeHHOM ¢akTope.

— BpeMeHHOM ¢akTope? — mnepecnpocuia AeBYLIKA.

— OTH aHDIWYaHE... OHM AYMAJIH, YTO TIPOBEJNH 3I€ECh
BCEro HECKOJILKO JIET, @ Ha caMOM Aejie — Tpuauars. CKoJib-
KO BpeMeHM MBI Haxoaummcsa 3nech? Heckonpko nHeii...
Helenmo... He cuyuTal. ONHAKO CKOJILKO XE& BpEeMEHHU Mbl Ha
camom Oene OTCYTCTBYEeM?

YTo mnpoH30oUUIO C TeX NOp B MX POAHOM MHpe, TIae
Haxoawiack Kopotkas JJopora? Kak naBHO HX XBaTWIHCh H
Hayand uckate? Kak Tam oren m Mapro? A Kro uckan
JIunny? OHa He GoJbllle ero pacckasbiBajla O CBOEM IIpo-
uvtoM. Kto 0 Heit Tockyer?

— Huk... — Bc€ e€ oXMBIECHHE HCYE3JI0, CJIOBHO OH Jaji
eil momEunny. — Tel agyMaeuws... Ho Beab 3Toro He Moxert
6p1Te! He Moxer ObrTh, YTOO Hac TaM He OBLIO HECKOJIBKO
MecsueB, He MoXeT!

OH He MOT HMYEM YTELIUTh OAeBYIIKY. PaHbllle OH KaK-TO
HE 3anyMBIBAJICS Had 3THM IMO-HAacTOSLIEMY B OTHOLIEHHH
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ce6s win JIunael, a ceifyac OH NMOHI, YTO €My Ha CAaMOM-TO
Zesie Ha Bcé 3TO ITyOOKO HaruleBaTh. Bc€, 4TO nmpoHcxXoawio
C HHM [0 Toro, Kak OHH OYYTWIHCh B JieCy, Ka3aJiocCh,
NPOHCXOAWIO C COBCEM APYTHM 4YeJIOBEKOM H BeChbMa MO
3Ha4YWIo g HbiHelrHero Huxa Iloy.

— JIsiB... — JIMHAA cMOTpeNia HEBHAALIMM B30POM NPSIMO
nepen coboi. — Yro tam menaer [I3iiB? Yrto oH moaymaeTt?

— Kro Taxkoit I3iiB?

— Moit oreu, J3Bun. OH paboraer B HACA, TaMm, Ha
Mzrice KaHaBepai. A st npoBoania KaHUKYIBI Y TETy1uKH Iler.
Ho Hac Ha cBere TonbKO ABoe — JI3iiB M 5!

JIunpa cropbmunace B Kpecie, CAULIKOM MaJeHBKOM MJis
Hee€.

— Huxk, MBI D0/KHBI BEpHYTBCSA. DTH OXOTHHKM JOJIXHLI
3HaThb Kak.

— Ho cnepsa MBI JO/DKHBL.. — Havan Obuio Hux u
OCTaHOBWICS, He 3Hasl, KaK OOBbSICHHUTb €il HEBO3MOXHOCTh
TOTIO, Yero oHa XOTeJla, HO TYT TapejKa CTala BEPTHKAJILHO
cagUThCA.

OHM nobpanuch OO MecTa Ha3Ha4YeHHsA, YeM OBl OHO HH
6pu10. HHK He ynpapisin atuM nonétoM. Tenepb nposepuM,
CMOTIYT JIX OHH 3alIIMTUTHCA OT TOrO, YTO OXMIJaeT MX CHa-
pyxu.

EnBa 3aMeTHO moaparusas, Kopabiab KOCHYNCH 3eMIM H
3amep. Hux HanpaBwics K mioKy. OHH NMpHAYMalIH CaMblif
JyYIIMH IUlaH, ¥ MO KpallHEel Mepe Ha HMX CTOpOHE —
TIPEUMYLIECTBO BHE3AITHOCTH.

CHoBa paelicTBOBaTh NpeacTtosyio eMy. OcTajnbHble, OOB-
€IUHUB CBOI0 MBICJIEHHYI0O 3Hepruio, noMoryr eMmy. CreHa
KopItyca TapeJIKu Me[JIeHHO ONyCTWIach, obpa3ys MNOJIOTHIi
cnyck, 1 Hux, caenaB riryOokuii BOOX, 1UarHy/n BIiepéEn.

OH He 3HI, ygajgoch JM CO34aTh 3alIMTHYI0 WUTIO3HIO,
HNEHCTBUTENBHO JIH OH MOKAXETCS OOBIKHOBEHHBIM WIEHOM
3KMINaxa WHoIUIaHeTHoro kopabna. K Tomy xe 1o, yro Huk
YBHAEN BIEpEAH, He CJIHIIKOM obpamorano ero. PsmoMm Ha
BBICOKMX HOXKaX NMOKOHIACh €€ OJHa TapejKa C OIylleH-
Hoii anmnapensio. CrnipaBa Ha MajleHBKOM IpPOCTpPaHCTBE
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counucs B Kywy 6poasarn. M xora Huk He BUIOeNM HU CTEH, HH
OXPaHHHMKOB, HHKTO M3 HMX He IpeANpHHHMaJa IOMLITOK
bexars.

Huxy npuiuioch BeLIEpXaTbh TSXKOE MCNLITAHHE — Tpe-
ONOJIETh TPOCTPAHCTBO MeXOy KOpabnéM M IUIEHHHMKaMH.
IOHOma oxupan, 910 B M0G0 MOMEHT €ro OKIMKHYT 6o
NpocTo nopassaT JydoM. OH BHHMATeIbHO IIOCMOTpEN Ha
IUIEHHHKOB, MBITASICh TIOHATDh, YTO X€ yACPXMBAET HX TaM.

Henonanéxy oT IJIEHHHKOB paclojiarajach BLICOKAsA Mady-
Ta, NOAHHUMABLIAgcAd NpAMO B Hebo, YCTAaHOBJIIEHHas Ha
MacCHBHOM ocHOoBaHMH. Ha BepimnHe Kpenwincs 6ecTsume
npoBoJaa, HaTAHYTHIe Ha paMel B ¢opMe BeepoB. [loka Huk
risinesi, 3TH Beepa MeNJICHHO KAa4HY/IMCh BBepX, ITOKa He
COEMMHWINCh Hal BepXylwikoil Maurnl. Ha mpoBomax BchbIx-
HYJ CBET, Mepelleiinii B SpKO-KPaCHBIIA.

Bo3myx Bokpyr Huka 6bU1 HachllleH 3Heprueil, oqHoBpe-
MEHHO MNoXoXel M He MoxoxXel Ha M3nydeHHe aHKa. HHK
MOHSJI, cCaM He 3Had MoYeMy, YTO 3[eCh 3apaboTal HCTOYHHK
KOJIOCCAJIbHOM MOIIIHOCTH.

Tenepb OH YBHIEJ, KTO YIIPABISUT UM. Y OCHOBAaHHSI MAyThI
CTOSUIO LIECTEPO MHOIUIAHETAH B cKadaHapax, MOMIOLIEHHbIE
cBoeif paboToif — HacTO/NBKO TOMIOWIEHHBIE, 4yTo Huka
HHCKOJILKO HE 3aMHTEepecOBaJio, YeM MMEHHO OHM 3aHHMa-
JIMCh, — INOTOMY YTO TENEph Y HEro NosBWICA KPOXOTHHIH
HIaHC.

— Te, xoro MBI HLIEM — BOH TaM... — yioBun Huk
cooblieHHe oT JxepeMH, KOTOpbIii CTOSI CripaBa OT HeEro.
Cnesa Haxopwica JlaHr.

— He npolitTn — BnepeaH cTeHa... — BIEpBbIE 3a BCE
BpeMs OH YJIOBWI MBIC/Ib NIeKMHeca.

Hukx ocropoxso HampaBwicsa Bnepén. Ilepenq HuM urec-
TBOBaJ /XepeMM, HO BHE3AalIHO KOT OCTAHOBWICS, CJIOBHO
TKHYBILHCb HOCOM B HEBHIOMMEIH 6apbep. CwioBoe mnosne?
CTOoUT OQHOMY JIHIlIb HHOIUIAHETAHUHY IIOCMOTPETh BBEPX...
M KOrja oH YBHUAMT, yro HuHK Mccieayer 3T0...

Koraa Huk nporsgHyn pyKy, Aymasi NpUKOCHYTLCS K 6aph-
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€py, KOTOpbIi, KAK COOOIIWIH XHBOTHBIC, HAXOAWICS TaM,
OH HHYEero He MNOYYBCTBOBAJ — OAHAKO B TOT XE& MHMI
MOLIIHas BOJIHA 3HEPIrHH 4yTh He cOHia ero ¢ Hor. [la, Korma
3Ty 6a3y OKpyXaeT Io0OHbIH CHIOBOI 6apbep, Y IVIEHHHKOB
HET HUKAKoOM Hazexabl Ha 6ercTBo! Y xak Teneps eMy H ero
TOBapHlllaM A0 HUX Jobparnsca? Ecan 6Bl 3HaTh, KaK yripaB-
JIATh KopabseM, BO3MOXHO, UM OBl yAajIoCh NMOAHATh €ro H
OITYCTHTH IO APYTYIO CTOPOHY Gapsepa, HO YBBI...

IIneHHHKH 3aMeTIIH ero. OH yBHAEN, KAK B €10 CTOPOHY
NOBEPHYIUCh NMHIA. Ha HOTM MOAHSAIKCH IBE pacTpENaHHbIe
¢urypsl — Kpokxep u JIXuH. Y3HaIM JIH OHHU ero, WIH Xe
OHH BHIAT OOJIMK MHOIUIAHETAHHHA, WUIIO3HIO?

Wumi03H4... KaKasg-To CMYTHasl MBIC/Ib MEJILKHYJIA Y HETO B
rojsioBe. Yto TaM rosopwi X3mieTr?.. YTo WUTIO3HH, KOTOphIe
CO31a€T YeIoOBEeK, — MOPOXIEHHE ero COOGCTBEHHBIX MbIC/Iei
H CTPaxoB, U NMO3TOMY JIOIH, NONABLIXE CIOa M3 CPeAHeBe-
KOBbSI, BHAAT AEMOHOB M 4YepTeil CBOEro COGCTBEHHOIO
BpeMeHH. JleMOHOB M 4epTeii... a KAaKHMX JEeMOHOB M 4YepTei
cTpallaTcs 3TH HHOIUIaHeTAHe? Eciu 6bl OH 3Hal XOTh YyTh-
ypiTh nobonpuie! HHUK uyyBcTBOBan cebsd CBA3aHHBIM H
0OeCNOMOLIHBIM, HE B CWIAX JOTAHYTLCS OO JIEXAlIero psiioM
OpYyXMs, KaK Toraa, B jlarepe, KOrja OH BIEpBbIe HCIIOJNb30-
BaJI CBOOOly HHTE/UIEKTa. Y Hero He 6bUI0 HUKAKHX 3aLieTOK,
HMKAKOro cnocoba y3HaTh, KAKMMH MOIYT OBITh ZEMOHBI H
YepTH IS 3THX KapJIMKOB, YTOOBI 3aTEM CO3[aTh HX.

B ero rosiose npoMeJibKHY/O BOCHOMHHaHMe — I'epoina,
CKayYylLIHi Ha CBOEM KOHe, He OOpalllalolIHil HH MajleHiiero
BHMMaHHA Ha HeNpeKpallaloulyecs aTakH JieTalolied Tapes-
K. Ho oH-To He leponna, OH He CMOXET NPHHATb €ro
obnux, HHkK ObLn yBepeH B 3TOM, XOTS €My OAHaXIbl YXe
yaaJioch MpoeiaTh TaKoe Ha KOpoTKoe BpeMs. OH 4YyBCTBO-
BaJI, yT0 ['eposiba MrpacT B ABaJIOHE CJIMIIKOM BaXHYIO pOJib,
YTO6BI MOXHO OBUIO HCIIOJB30BaTh €r0 OOJHK I BBEOCHHA
B 3a0nyxaeHde HHomaHeTssH. M kpoMe Toro, ecinn 3To
MeCTO NPHHALJICXHT ABaJIOHY, TO 4TO 34eCh MOXET YrpoXaTh
TeM, KTo He noauMHsaercsa Hapoay ¢ XonmoB M HX BiacTth?
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Kakyio ewié yrpo3y Wi cTpax oH Moxer co3aars? Ilocroii-
Ka... Benr oH BHAes elU€ OQUH JIETAaTEIbHBIN anmnapar Apyroi
KOHCTPYKLIHH, aTAKOBaBUIHH Tapesky...

Curapoobpa3Hrlift kopatas! JeMoHbl H YyepTH! Ho xak uMm
co3aaTh TaKylo WITIO3HI0?

Ha oxpyx€HHOM cWIOBHIM moJsieM naTadke [IxuH, Kpok-
kep u Jlenn Inana nmomoramm Ctpayay NOAHATLCS Ha HOTH.
Ecnn Huk npaB B cBoeif goragke, eMy NMpHAETCA OTKA3aTbCS
OT 00JHMKA MHOIUIAHETSHHHA W OpOCHTb BCe CBOM CHJIBI Ha
co3laHMe HOBOM WUTIO3MH.

«ITomoraitl» — Huxk nepenan JIxepeMH MbICIEeHHOE IOC-
JlaHWe, KOTOpoe IO Ienodke KOT JO/DXeH ObUI mepenaTh
JaJibliie ero TopapuinaM. OrpoMHEIi KOT NMPHCe, KOHYUK ero
XBOCTA 3aIpOXaJl, CJIOBHO OH NMOAKpaAbBajicsa K XepTee. OH
He rnsagen Ha Huka, ogHako TOT 3Hal, YTO €ro ITOCJAaHHeE
TIPHHSATO.

JlaHr cTpeMIjlaB moM4YayIic K OMNYLIEHHOH anmapenu Ta-
penkd. Ckonbko BpeMeHM B HMX pacnopsixeHuH? Hux
COCpeOTOYWI CBOM B3IVIsSlA HajJl BEPXYUIKOH MauThl, NLITasACh
HapHCOBaTh TaM JJéMOHA 3THX MHOIUIAaHETAH — curapoobpas-
HbIif Kopabib.

OH... ero mocnaHue gocturio uemn! Ixepemu... JlaHr...
€ro TOBapHlIM B Kopabjie NMOHsUM, 9TO OH XoTea. M BoT —
TaM OeiCTBUTEILHO MOSIBWICS Bpar, U3BECTHBIN 3TUM MHOI-
JlaHeTSHaM, 3aBHCLIMI TNpPAMO HaJ TeHEpPaTOpOM 3HEpIHH.
OH He cIBILIAT, YTO 3aKpHYaIH KAPJIUKH y OTIOPHI MauThl,
ONHaKO YBMIEJ, YTO OHHM Ha CEKyHAy 3aMepjH, a IOTOM
6poCIIHCH BPaCCRITHYIO — K YKDLITBIM B TpPaBe TpaHUIESM.
IToxoxe, OHH T'OTOBWIMCH OO MOCJIEAHETO 3alMILaTh CBOIO
MauTy, KaK €cjii OBl OT He€ 3aBHCENIO CaMO HMX CYLIECTBOBA-
HHe.

B pyxke Hux nmepxan crepXeHb IJIMHOH C TOJIPYKH, C
IBYMs KHOINKAMM C OJHOIO KOHIIa — KaKoe-TO OpyXMe,
NpHXBaYeHHOE UM C Kopabng. YacTh cTepxHs ObU1a nosioid, ¥
Huxk peunwn, yTo 3T0 He4To Bpole pyXbd. OH He 3Haj, YTO
3TOT CTEPXEHb MOXET Ae/iaTh, U MOXHO JIH BOOG1IlEe CTPEJTh
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n3 Hero. Ho 1o, KaK Beu ce6s MHOIUIAHETSIHE, NOATONKHYIO
ero K geiicteuio. Eciy 3Ta Mayra ¢ BeepaMM Tak BaxHa g
HHX, YTO OHM, YTOOBI 3allIMTHTL €€, HaYald JIUXOPagOyHO
00CTpeUBaTh JIydaMH 3aBHCLIYIO Hall Heil WLUIIO3MIO BpaXec-
KOoro Kopaby, To B clydae YHHYTOXEHHS eé...

Hux no6exan. IIneHHUKU YTO-TO KpHYAIH €My, HO OH HE
obpainan Ha HX KpHKHM HHMKaKoro BHUMaHHUs. [/1aBHoe ceifyac
— 310 Mayta. OCTAaHOBMBINMCH, OH MORHSUI CTEpPXKEHb H
Haygayy HaXaJl HajlblicM Ha OMKadlylo KHOIIKY, LEesCh B
Beep Haj IoJIOBOM.

EMy moxasajioch, 4TO NpOM30lIUIa OC€YKAa — HHKAKOIo
CBMIETEJILCTBA, YTO OPYXHUE BBICTPEIIIO. A MOTOM...

KpacHoe cBeueHHe NMPOBOLOB BCIIBIXHYJIO PEXYLIUM IVa3
GenbIM rUTaMeHeM!

Huk npmxan nagoHs K rmasaM. Heyxemn oH ocnen? U
3TOT péB — TAK MOXHO OIVIOXHYTb. 3eMJIS 3aTpsciach IOZ,
HOraMH, IOIUIbUIA, CJIOBHO MoOTepsB TBEpaocTh. IllaTasics,
HUYEro He BUIs, OH MOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI YHTH OT 3TOTO aja
©o6paTHO K Kopabmo. Ho roe Tor Haxomwics?

TpyaHO CTaJlo ABILATH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HAaCOCOM OTKAYM-
BaJ1 BO3OYX. A MOTOM OH yHaJ M HOMNOJ3 CKBO3b IMbUIAIOMIMNH
BOKpYT Hero mup. HaBepHoe, TaKMM B APEBHOCTH BHICICS
moasM An...

Hux nexan Ha Bcé e1é apoxalleii 3emie, Kaxk 6b1 npuaaBs-
JICHHBII OTPOMHEIM TSDKEJICHHBIM KyJIaKOM C Takol CHIOHM,
YTO MOYTH PACIUIIOLIWIA €70; €My JaXe I0oKa3ajoch, YTO OH
cnabo BCKPHKHYI. A 3aTeéM HAcTyIIWia TbMa, B KOTOpPOH
TIOracjIM A3bIKH aCKOro IUIaMeHH.

B He60 Bo3HOCHWICS CBEpKAIOLIHIA aHK, M OT HEro HCXoou-
JIM TIOTOKM CBETa, H 3TOT CBET HEC MHUP U INOKOH. A MadyTa C
BeepaMH HCIycKajia rmOejibHOe CHSHME, NMOJABIIABIICE XH3-
HEHHble CHIBI ABaJIOHa, M MHp 6bUT HapyweH. M3 npeBHHMX
npubexuuy Cun ThMBl BBITION3aMH MEpP3KHE TBapH, YTOOHI
CHOBa XJILIHYTh Ha 3TY 3€MJIIO.

Mup u nokoii OTCTynanH nepel MOIYUIECTBOM 3TOH Mady-
Tel, nepea TbMoiif, OTCTymajiM B ropoxaa, B MecTa, Iie B
MOJTHOM Mepe coXpaHslach B1acTh ABanoHa. M xunanuces B
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pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, HE 3Has MOKOs, Te, KTO He NpHHaLIeXan
HHU CseTy, HH ThMe... KTO ObU1 XEpTBOIA...

Cnabbnle cyuiecTBa, beryuiye 6e3 BCSIKOM 1eH, Npecaeny-
e€Mble CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMM CTpaxaMH, KOTOpbIE NPOSIBIUTHCh
M TIOTYYWIH BO3MOXHOCTB XHTb CBOeH COOCTBEHHOH OTBpa-
TUTEJbHOH XU3HbI0. OHH He BHIEIM HHYEro, KpoMe TOro,
YTO BBI3BAJIM, CAMH TOIO He Bellasl, K XH3HH, YTO HECJIO UM
CTpaJlaHHA.

PaBHOBecHe 6nu10 nokoje6neHo. B ropona crekancs Ha-
poa ¢ XonmoB, Puta, Bce Te, KTo npuUHAN ABanoH. Crosin
I'eponba, HOCHUBUIMIT MMSA 3TOM CTpaHbl, a 332 HUM — e€rIo
YeTnlpe TNoMolHuka — Jy6 u S61oHsa, BosgpenuHuK H
By3sHHa, ¥ Ha IUialle Y KAXIOro ObUT BBHILIUT CHMBOJI €ro
nMeHu. W Bnepenu Bcex I'eponbameiicrep Jloroc, Bepxos-
Hblit [ToBenurens. Moryunii, 061a4€HHBIN He B CBEPKAIOLIMIA
mwiawg [eponbaa, Ho B TEMHO-CHHIOI MaHTHIO, N0 KOTOPOif
cGeranu cepebpucTtoie pyHbsl. OHM H3rHbanuch, NOBOpayHBa-
JIUCh, CIUTETAINCh, oGpa3yd cJioBa BEJIMKOH MyIpOCTH, a
3aTeM Hcye3ai, YToObl CHOBAa MOSBHThLCA. B ero pyke Obut
BEeJIMKHI Me4, ONMYLIEHHBII OCTPHEM BHM3, K 3eMie ABaJIOHA,
OTKyZa NAaBHBIM-AaBHO ObUI M3BJIEYEH METAU1, H3 KOTOPOIo
OH ObLI BRIKOBaH. A Ha KJIMHKE ToXe ObUIM HadepTaHbl PYHBI,
HeMoABIXHbIE, BbICEYEHHbIE B MeTaJUle CIIOcoGoM, faBHO yX
no3aGbITOM B 3TOM MHpe, Ile BpeMs Majlo YTO 3Ha4WwiIo.

OH nepxayn Med, TTOJIOXMUB Ha 3cdec 06e pykH, ropaeJiMBo
pacnpaBuB Moryyue Iuteun. M ronosa... JIluno Toro, Kro
MOXET BbI3bIBaThb OypH, MOBeJeBaTh MO CBOEi BOJIE BETPOM H
BOJJaMM, M BC€ Xe CYMTAIOLLEro HWXE CBOEro NOCTOMHCTBA
yHoTpeO/IsTh BIacTh A4Sl YAOBJIETBOPEHHS COOCTBEHHBIX Xe-
nanuii. Ceaple BOMIOCHI, IPKO CBEPKAIOUINE cepeOpoM, KaK H
H3MeHuYMBble pyHbl. 1 y 3toro Kopons 6bvuio MMs, OYeHb
ApeBHee MMs1, KOTOpoe 3HaJl ABaJIOH, KOTOpPO€ COXPAaHHWIOCh
B JIETEHAAX APYIoro Mupa...

MepuH.

H BoT Teneps B3op 'eponbamMeiictepa Jloroca 6bu1 ycTpeM-
NEH 3a Mpefebl TOPOACKUX CTeH. OH C JIETKOCTBIO MOZHSI
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OTpPOMHBIN TSKENBIA Med AO YpOBHS TPYAH M HaNpaBwi
octpue Briepéa. ['yObl ero 3aleBeTMIHCh, ONHAKO KAaKHe Obl
OH CJIOBa HU NPOMU3HOCHII, — OHHM He€ NMpeAHa3HAYaIHCh 1A
clyxa MeHee 3HAYMTEJbHBIX JIIofeil WIH OyXOB.

Madra HMHOILIAaHETSH BCNLIXHYJIA SIPKO-KPAacHBIM ILU1aMe-
HeM, 3aKTyOWiIcsl YEPHBIi AbIM, KOTOPHIH Ha4yajl OIyCKATLCSA
Ha 3emmio. M TaM, roe oH Kacajcs 3eMJIM M OCTABJISUT TEMHbIE
nsaTHa, nosapsutMch Cayri TeMbl, H OHM NOJ3H K IOpOAaM.
Bpaxeckas Molub NojaBisyia ABaJiOH, TaK YTO IIOA €ro
THETOM XH3Hb YBAZajla M 3aMHpaJa.

OgnHako... .

IIpon3owmén orpoMHulif BLIOpOC 3HEPTrHH, MOTNOTHBLUHIA
Bech MHp. Bcé€ Boxpyr caenanoch 6arpoBuIM, a TOTOM GebIM.
Mup Mcye3, HCYe3NO 3peHHe, HE OCTAJIOCh HHYEro.

— Huyero... Hu4ero... — cHoBa U cHoBa ciasian Huk.
MeaeHHO K HEMY BO3BpalllajloCh CO3HAHHeE.
— Hwuyero... HHYero... — TOBTOPSJI €ro COOCTBEHHBIIH

roJioc.

OH... o Huk Illoy... u on xmB. Ho eMy He xorenocn
OTKDBIBaTh IJla3a M CHOBAa BHAETHh 3TO yXacalolliee HHYTO,
KoTOopoe ObUIO KOHLUOM ABajloHa. KaKk MOXeT OH elué XHTb,
KOrza BCE€ OCTajibHOe, Jaxe MHp, Moru6siao?

— Bcé€ noru6no... — o61€K OH CBOM MBIC/IM B CJIOBA.

— Hert!

He on npousnéc 3to. Ho xro xe Ttorma? Kro usbexan
rubenu ABanoHa?

— Kro?... — cnipocui oH.

— Hux! Huk, noxasyitcta, MoCMOTPH Ha MeHs! — KTO-TO
B3BIBAJI K HEMY... HO KTO?

— K10? — mnostopun oH. Bpsn ;M 310 BaXHO, OH TaK
ycTasl... TaK ycTal. ABanoH Hcde3. [iy6okas ckop6b oxaTiia
ero. B rnasax 3acBepKaiu C/N€3bl, IPOCAYNBASICh H3-TIOA BeK,
KOTOPBIX OH He NMOgHATh. OH OYeHb, OYEHb JaBHO HE IUTaKa
— MYX4YHHBI He IUIaYyT, MyXYHHbI He MOTYT Iakatb. OHH
MOTYT MCITBITHIBAaTh XTY4yl0 60/1b, KaK ceiidac OH, HO OHH He
IOJDKHBI TUIaKaTh.
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— Hux! Hy, noxanyiicta, noMorure xe emy. Crenaiite
YTO-HHOYIb...

— JInuib OH caM B cWiax cebGe MmoMoyb.

OH yxe CJbIaN 3TOT rojioc, aBHBIM-IaBHO. B ApanoHe.
Ho AsBanona Gosbmie HeT. OH Xe BHIEJ], KaK TOT NOTHO.
Her... ellié XyXXe — UMeHHO OH ero noryoui. OH My4YHTEJILHO
NPHHSJICA CKIANbIBAaTh BMECTE OOpPBLIBKH BOCIIOMMHAHHM, CO-
3AaBast yXXacHYIO KapTHHY. OH BBLICTPE/IWI U3 TOIO KOLIIMapHOTO
OpYXHsS HMHOIUIAHETSH B Ma4yTy. A 3aTeM IocaeloBal TOT
yynoBHIIHBIN B3phiB. U ewé 6bu1 I'eponnameiictep Jloroc —
MepanH — c¢ MeyoM. HaBepHoe, B3pbIB MayThl HapyLUWI
3HepreTHdeckmii OanaHc, 3a CYET KOTOPOIO CYLIECTBOBAJ
ABWIOH. ABaJIOHa OoJibllie HET, H Iie TeNepb OH HaxoAouTcs,
Huk He 3Han, na eMy, cOGCTBEHHO, OBUIO yXe BCE paBHO.

— Hux!

Ero o6xBaTiiH 4YBM-TO PYKH M TNPHHSUIHCh MYYHTE/BHO
TPACTH, OAHAKO 3Ta Go/b ObUIA ITYCTAKOM IO CPaBHEHHIO C
TOM, KOTOPYIO HMCNBITLIBAJIO €T0 BHYTPEHHEE «s», €ro aylia,
CO3HaBasl, YTO OH, CaM TOTO He XeJas, Hajenal.

— Ortkpoii xe rmasza, Huk, Hy nocMOTpHu Xe, nocmompu!

IOHowa oTkpsU1 MX. M Kak M npeamnosaraji, OH HHYEro He
YBHIIEJ, COBCEM HHYETO.

— 51 HuYero He BUXY. ABajJioHa OoJibllie HET, — MeYaJIbHO
CKasaJl OH B 3Ty INyCTOTY.

— OH no-cBoeMy ocJjiell, — CHOBA 3TOT IOJIoC M3 Mpoll-
Jioro.

Feponba! ABanoH! Ho Beob ero 3emnsa ucyesna, KAHYB B
HebbiTHe. Kak 310 I'eponba ewié cyiectByeT?

— AsanoH, Tapa, bpocenunanna, KapHak... — mnosropun
Huk Ha3BaHHMs, KOIa-TO MCIIOJIHEHHbIE BEJMKOIO CMBIC/A,
HO Tenepb — Oyarogaps eMy — YTpaTHBIIHE BCSIKOe 3Haye-
Hue. — [Iy6 u S6nonsa, BbysuHa u bospwiuunuk, 'eposnsa-
Meiictep Jloroc... ux Her.

— OH... OH He NIOHHMAET, YTO TOBOPHT... — IEePBLIH romoc
3aIHYJICA, CJIOBHO KTO-TO INBLITAJICA CAEPXaTh pBlIAHHA. —
Yo cayuymnoch ¢ HUM?
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— OH BEpHT, U I HEero To, BO YTO OH BEPHUT, PEasibHO
cywecmeyem, — OTBETWI ABAJIOH.

— Twr ABanoH, — MemteHHo ckazan Hux. — Ho 3to
Hernpasaa — M6o ABajioHa Gonblue HeT. SI ymMep? — B HEM
6onpuic He Obulo cTpaxa. HaBepHoe, cMepTh M ecme 3TO
HHUYTO.

— Her, xoHeuHo xe, Her! Huk... TToxanyiicra, ouHucs!
Bnl Benp Moxere moModb eMy. S 3Halo, Bbl MOXETe, €C/IH
3aXOTHUTeE.

— OH J[OJDKEH NMOBEPHUTD.

— Huk, nocaywaii! — Kro-To €llé Tak NpUOMIH3WICA K
HEMY, YTO OH NOYYBCTBOBWI Ha lUEeKe YyXoe IObIXxaHHe. A
ObIXaHHE — 3TO XH3Hb, U NMO3TOMY H TOT, BTOpPOM, TOXe
nomxeH ObITh XUBLIM. Ho Kak MOXHO XMTbL B mycToTe?

— Huk, T 30ech, BMecTe ¢ HaMM. Thl KAKMM-TO 06pa3oM
B30PBI TOT 3HEPTETHYECKMIA CTONO WIM YTO TaM Y HHX ObUIO.
A NoToM... Bc€ 3To U npousouvio. [IIeHHHUKHN OKa3aluch Ha
cBobone. A Bce MHOIUIaHETsAHe yMepan. bappu ropopur — ot
B3pbIBa. M HX JjeTaloliHe TapelKHd B3OPBAJIUCh. A 3aTeM...
3aTteM npueEn Teponva. Huk, Tol qomkeH eudems!

Huxk Hanpar cBoo BoJIO. ABAJIOH... ITYCTb Oydem ABaJOH!

3peHue Bo3Bpaliaioch MemneHHo. Ho Bckope oH yBuIen
NnepBble NMpHU3paYHble OYepTaHUA GUTYp, CTAHOBUBLIHECS BCE
6osnee u bosiee TEMHBIMU CpeqU 3TOH OSIU3HLI, B KOTOPYIO OH
caM cebsa M3rHaj, Korja B OTYassHUHM HaXasl Ha Ty KHOMNKY. A
NoTéM NpH3pakHu NpHoOpe MaTepHAJIbHOCTb H TNpEBpaTH-
quce B urypsl moaei. U torna Huk cocpenorodwicsa tak
Xe, KaK M TOraa, Korja co3faBajl WUIIO3HIO, XeJlass Bo3BpaTa
yiiexiuero Mupa. MoxeT ObITh, M OH — TOXe Wwimo3ua? Her,
OH JOJDKEH THaTb MpoYb JI0Oble COMHEHHS.

Bot JIunga, 03abo4eHHO CMOTpslLAs Ha HEro H nojaunep-
xuBalowasg ero. Bor [IxepeMu, He cBOAALIMH C HeEro
HeMHTaouux ria3, a 3a HUMH — Huky npHuwiocs npunon-
HATb I'OJIOBY, YTOOBI JIyYllle €10 pa3smIseTh, — B CBEpKAIOLIEM
MHorouBeThe crostn 'eposba.

KapTuHa Bo3Bpallaiolierocs MHpa ¢ KaxAOH CeKyHAOM
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CTaHOBWIACh BCE sipye, OTUETIMBEH, peasibHeil. B camoM nn
JieNie OH TMOTePsUT 3peHHE H MOTOMY pEllW1, YTO JIMLIWICA H
Bcero octaibHoro? Huk He 3Han. Camoe I1aBHOe — OH
ouubancs.

Huk yBumesn, 4To JIeXHT Ha Kpalo Nnojisi 605, Ha KOTOPOM,
JOJDKHO ObITh, CpaXaJMCh He JIIOOAH — To ObLia 6MTBa 3HEp-
rui. [IpsiMo mepen HUM, CBAIMBLIMCHL C TPEX OMNOP, Jexaia,
3apBIBLIHCh OOHHMM KpaeM B 3eMJIO, JIeTalollasi Tapelka.
VBunes eé, Huxk nepecran aymate o cebe M BCIIOMHHI O
apyrnx. OH BbicBoGoOWICS M3 o6bATHIT JIMHABI, ¢ TpyaoM
NIPUTIONHSUICS M OIANeNCH.

Jlunnoa ObU1a Liena ¥ HeBpeaAuMa, Kak M JIxepemu c Jlan-
TOM, M NMECHK NPIKUMAJICA K AeBYLUKe, CJIOBHO bosuics, 4TO
OHM MoryT paccratbesi. Ho rae xe Xamnerr, Muccuc Knamn...
OCTaJIbHbIE TUICHHHKHM OXOTHHMKOB?..

— OcTtabHble, — TpeGoBaTeILHO O6paTWics oH K JInnge.
— YT10 ¢ ocTaTbHLIMH?

OHa He OTBCTHMJIA Cpa3y, Ha JIMLE €€ YUTAIOCh CTpaJaHHe.

— Buxkapuii... Muccuc Knanm? — 4yro clyqdmnock ¢ TeMH
ABYMS1, KTO y4acTBOBAJl BMeCTE€ C HUM B 3TOM INOCJEeIHEM KX
NPUKMIOYeHUH?

— BoH... BOH TaM, — [eBYLIKA NMPOTSHY/NA PYKY, YTOObI
noAnepxaTh €ro, oqHako HUK oTTONKHYN €€ U ¢ TpyaOM, HO
TONHSUICST Ha HOTH.

«BoH Tam» oka3sasioch BTOpOH JieTalolieit Tapenkoil. B eé
BepXxHeil YacTu 3Wsia AbIpa, a annapeb ObUla BCA HCKOpEXe-
Ha. B MeTtpe ot He€ Huk yBunen Kpokxepa u JIxuH. Muccuc
Knann u Jlenu JluaHa onycTWIMCh Ha KOJIEHH PSNOM C KeM-
To, JieXaBuleM Ha 3emyie. YyBCTBYs TIOJIOBOKPYXEHHEe H
AypHOoTy, HUK mnolu€n x HHUM.

— Hux! — psanoM c HuM okasanach JIMHAa U npexne, YeM
OH ycIieJl BOCIIDOTUBUTBCS, OHa CXBaTWia €ro pyky H Iojo-
xauia cebe Ha reun. Ha ceit pa3s oH He cTan cOpachiBaTh €€.
Ecnun ¢ e€ noMoublo OH ObICTpee NOMAET OO OCTANIbHBIX, TO
OH TIPHMET 3Ty NMOMOIlb.

Tax OH noWIEN AO OCTAHKOB TapejKH M OCTAaHOBWICH,
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onupasch Ha JImHay, rsaas BHU3 Ha BUKapus. ['nasa Xaaner-
Ta GbUIM OTKDBITHI, M OH, 3aMeTHB HukKa, ynbIOHYNCA eMy.

— Cesroii I'eopruii, — Havan oH, — ¥ cBsiToi Muxamn —
OHH ACHCTBHUTENbLHO ObUTH BOHHAMH. A BOT o cBAToM Huko-
Jlae, JIMXO cpaXalolleMcs Ha IoJie 6paHH, HUKOTIa He CIIbILIall
— TOT OOBIYHO pa3naBaj Japhl.

Huk omycTwica Ha KoJeHH.

— Cap... — 00 cux mop OH AO KOHIIAa HE OCO3HaBaJ,
HAacKoOJIbKO OnM30K ObUT eMy 3TOT 4esioBeK. Pura HasbiBana
TaKyl0 NPHUBA3AHHOCTb <«CEPACYHLIMM Yy3aMmH». Tenepn OH
TIOHSI, MOYeMy.

— Tw cpaxanca 3a Hac, Hukonac, u nobenuwi. U, —
X3mIeTT YyTh MTOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY B JIaJOHAX MUccuc Kuanm, —
A IyMalo, 3TO JAEWCTBUTEJNLHO BelMKas nobema. Umelo U a
Ha 3TO mnpaBo, c3p?

Huxk noHsn, yTo BUKapHii obpalliaeTcsd K KOMy-TO, CTOSIB-
lIeMy 3a €ro CIHHOM, OH obepHyJCA M YBHOCJ, YTO K HHM
nopowén I'eponba.

— OH 3aBoeBaj cBobGoay i Bcero ABaJIoHa, a HE TONbKO
B cebs1 ogHorO.

— 3HayuT, OMAacHOCTb Yrpoxaja He TOJbKO HaM, HO M
BaM, — 3aMeTWwI X31eTT. — XOTA Mbl U He GbUIH COIO3HM-
KaMH...

— Tonrko oryacTH. ¥ ABajJlOHa CBOM 3aKOHBI, KOTOpDbIE
OTJINYAIOTCH OT 3aKOHOB JIIOAEH.

Xa17eTT cierka KMBHY/ JIEFKUM [IBIDKEHUEM TOJIOBBI.

— 3T10... — OH MOMEITWI HECKOJILKO CEKyHHA, U Ha JIHIIE
€ro OTpPa3’wIoch yCWiHe. — 3TO UCTHHA, KOTOPOH MHE NpH-
XOAWIOCDh NMpHIepXHuBaThca. Bo3aMoxHO, B ABaJIoOHE ITpaBUT
Job6po... Ho 3T0 He TO... 06pO... KOTOpOoe 51 NOHHMAIO... — B
YroJIKe pTa BUKADMS B3OY/ICS SIPKO-KpacHbIH My3sipeK. OH
JIOTIHYJI U CT€K TOHKOH CTPYMKOIA.

— Ilomorure emy! — BbIKpHKHYNT HHK, 0GepHYBUIMCH K
I'eponsay.

— Her, Huxonac, — oTBeTWI €My He ABaJiOH, a caM
Xamnerr. — KaxnoMy 4enoBexy oTHyleH cBoii cpok. M ator
CpPOK Korjaa-HMbyapb NMOAXOAMT K KOHLYY. Brl M 1, — OH cHOBa
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obpaTiwica K ABaJIOHY, — 3HaeM 3T0. JIMlIb HEeMHOTHM JaHO
obpectd nokoi. f... cornacedH. OmHaxabl ThI CKa3ajl MHe,
Huxonac, 410 M3 OOHOTO MCTOYHHMKA MOTYT BHITEKATb He-
CKoJIbKO peK. M 3To ToxXe BepHO, HO KaXAbIi H3 Hac
BHIOHpaeT CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO. A Temnepb IO3BOJILTE MHE
obpecTH npelHa3HaYeHHLI MHe NOKOM, MO0 MpHIIEN Mo
Yyepén.

IToToM oH Hayan 6OpMOTATh CJI0BAa MOJINTBBI, CJIOBA CBOEH
BEepHl, Bephbl, OT KOTOPOH OH He CMOT' OTKA3aThCsl PajH TOro,
yTo OBUIO NpemioxeHo I'eponpmoM. Huk He B cHiax ObuI
CJIylIaTh 3Ty MOJHMTBY. DTO TaK HeCIpaBelJIMBO: BHKApHi
TOCTyTIaJI TIO CBOEil Bojle — U YTO TNOJIy4yas B3aMeH?

Hux orctpanwics ot JIMHABI U OTOLIEN B CTOPOHY, IIOTOM
OIEpCsl PYKOH O NMOKOPEXEHHYIO ONOPY JieTaloLei TapeJKu.
Ilepen HUM NpPOCTHPAJIOCH MOJIe, HA KOTOPOM KpaTep, OKali-
MJIEHHBIH OJIeCTAIIMM KOJIBLIOM liUIaKa, o003Hayall MeECTo,
Ie KOrAa-To BO3BbIIaJach MauTa. He oHa 1M oTKphiBana
BpaTa B MHPp JieTaloluX oxoTHUKoB? Ho ecnm maxe Tak, To
Tenepb OHHU 3aKpBITHI, H CKOpee BCero, HaBceraa.

Yro Tenmepp OymeT ¢ HUM U ero crnyTHMKaMu? Byaer nu
npogosokaTbes 31oT [Ipuaus Cwn TeMbI, 0 KOTOPOM IpeayT-
pexnanu Pura u I'eponpa? Uu xe To, 4TO OH BHAEN B CBOEM
BHICHUM WIH CHOBUASHHM — 4YTO OBl 3TO HH ObBUIO —
OKa3aloch BEPHHIM — HMEHHO NOJYHHEHHAs OXOTHHKAM
3HEprus NMopoxiaja U BhIMycKala Ha cBoboay Cuibl TbMbl,
NHTaJa X 3Heprueil U OaBajla BO3MOXHOCTL OCYLIECTBISATh
CBOE HallleCTBHE Ha 3TY 3eMITIO?

— Huk?

OH He omsgHYyCS.

— Temneppb TeOe HHU 3a YTO He BepHYTbCA B CBOi pOmHOit
MHP C NMOMOLIBIO JICTAIOLIHMX TapeoK! — OpOoCIUI OH AeBYIIKE.

— Jla, — cornmacHo otBeTwia JIMHAA, ONHAaKO OHa He
Ka3ajiach IOJIaRJIECHHON M3-3a 3TOro.

Huk nosepHyn rosnosy. JInHoa cTosuia B pa3opBaHHOH M
nepenaykaHHOM ofiexne, C pacITylleHHBIMH BOJIOCAaMHM Ha
IUlIeYax, cO CBeXeil LlapanmMHONi Ha lieke, aepxa JlaHra B
pPyKax € TakvM BHOOM, CJIOBHO OH ObUl €QUHCTBEHHBLIM
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ocTaBUIMMCSA ¥ He€ cokpoBuuleM. OHa Ka3ajaach OIHHOKOH H
HeCYacTHOH.

— S Hageioch... g Hameloch, 4yTo JI3iiB... — [AeBylKa
3anHynacs. — HeT... — oHa oTnpsAnyna, Korga Huk caenan
uiar X Heil. — He Hago... He yBepsit MeHs... MBI HUKOra He
BepHEMcA Ha3aa. MHe KaxeTcs, yepe3 HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs BCE
no3abynercs, a npoluwioe OyoeT Ka3aThCfA NMPOCTO KAKHM-TO
cHoM. Moxer 6biTh, HuK, 1 npuMy ABajoH. [JomxwHa npu-
HATH, €CJIM HE XOYy... 1 Oyay NMOMHHTbL 3TO, HO i He MOry
XHUTb C 3TUM!

— A kak oHH? — Huk MaxHyn pyKoii B CTOPOHY aHIVIM4aH.

— Buxapmii... oH yMep, Huk, — ci€3sl KaTWIHCh IO €€
1IeKaM, HO OHa M He JyMajia X BBITHPaTb. — A OCTAIbHBLIE...
Crpayna yowio npu B3phiBe, KaK U TeGs Moryio yOuTh, — s
criepBa TaK H ZyMaja, YTO Thl NOrHMO, — B €€ IJIa3aX CHOBa
TIOABWIUCHL CTpaX M yXac. — OcraibHble Xe... Terneps oHH
3Hal0T, 4TO MM aenath. Hy, a To1, Huk?

— SI-To JaBHO 3HaN — MOCJI€ TOTro, KaK MOOBIBaJI B ropoje.
B ABasioHE cCyllecTBYeT TOJIbBKO OOWH CIIOCOO XHUTh IO-
HactosuweMy. M ecam MBI He XOTHM CTaTh XaJIKHMH
JIOAbMH-XUBOTHBIMH, KOTOPBIX 51 BHIE B JieCy, MbI JODKHBI
BBIOpaTh 3TO.

OH npoTAHYN el pyKy, H JIuHaa, npiwxumas JlaHra K cebe
JAPYTOH pyKo#, BJIOXWIA NaJbULI B €ro JIALOHDb, a ITIOTOM OHH
BMECTe NOUUTH Hasaa. B KoHlle KoHLoB, nogyMan Huk, npu
3TOM BhIOOpe 1 He TaK yX MHoro M otgal. Ho momyyaio
HaMHoro 6osblue.

ABanoH-T'eponba Xoan MX, U OKpyXaBllee €ro CHsHHE
ObUTO MOMCTHHE BOCXMTHUTEJIbHEIM.
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